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A.  ( U) "Reporting  period  is  from  1  January  through  30  April  1966 ^ 
and  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  AR  525~24,_29  October  1959  and  USARV  J 
Regulation  870-1,  changes  1  and  2.  '“Activities  of 'subordinate  units  are" — '  \ 
included  as  a  section  of  this  rendrtn/  _ _ — 
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support 


augment,  within  th/^ rules  of  engagement,  the  nviathion  support 
capability' available  to  II  Field  Forces  Victor  and  the  Republic  iofj c.; 

Vietnam  Forces  operating  within  the  III  ARVN  Corps  Tactical  Zone . 

c.  (C)  CRGAiH^VnOI^L  STRUCTURE*  Q  /J'—  Cfa  0  0c2  3 

1.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  was  reorganized  in occordance 
with  General  Order  Number  28,  Headquarters  United  States  Army,  Pacific, 

i dated  2  February  1966,  with  a  reorganization  effective  date  of  10  February 
1966.  The  Battalion  is  composed  of  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters 
Company,  five  aviation  companies  (three  airmobile  light  companies,  one 
armed  helicopter  company  and  one  fixed  wing  aerial  surveillance  ecopopf^ 
light)  and  supporting  maintenance,  medical,  signal  avionics  and  pathfinder 
detachments. 

2.  The  three  Airmobile  Light  Aviation  Companies  (68th,  118th 

and  A/50l8t)  cure  organized  under  the  provisions  of  TGE  1-77E  and  augmented 
by  U3ARPAC  General  Order  262-65.  Each  AKL  Aviation  Company  either  has 
its  own  or  shares  withe. nother  company  the  attached  maintenance, 
medical  and  signal  detachments.  The  companies  consist  of  two  airlift 
platoons  (16  UH-1D  troop  carriers),  one  armed  platoon  (8  UH-1B  armed 
helicopters)  and  one  maintenance  helicopter  (UH-1B).  The  armed  helicopter 
company  (197th)  is  composed  of  twenty-four  UH-13  armed  helicopters  and 
one  UK-1B  maintenance  helicopter.  The  fixed  wing  aerial  surveillance 
company,  light  (74th)  is  organized  under  the  provisions  of  1-7D  and  jf 

has  twenty-five  0-1F  and  0-1D  aircraft  authorized.  jU 


fop.  oT  RO  J  a 

G 6  0023  P 


d03  (£0 

at 


✓ 

DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
Declassified  alter  12  years 

l  OOO  on  520Q.lt 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


f 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  repoit  applies 
te  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  he  marked  accordingly. 


™IS.  documbnt  contains  information  affecting  the  national  defense  of 

THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS.  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 


3.  The  aviation  assets  of  this  Battalion  are  allocated 
daily  through  the  army  Aviation  Element.  (AAE)  of  II  Field  Forces  Victor 
Tactical  Operations  Center  to  support  III  (AilVK)  Corps,  and  II  Field 
Forces  which  consist  of  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division,  25th  (US) 

Infantry  Division  and  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  This  Battalion 
frequently  reinforces  other  aviation  battalions  of  the  12th  Aviation 
Group,  as  this  battalion  is  reinforced  from  other  elements  when  the  lift 
requirements  for  an  operation  are  beyond  the  organic  means.  This  Battalion 
has  also  reinforced  the  aviation  requirements  of  the  IV  Corps  and  II 
Corps  tactical  zone. 

D.  (C)  im  AID  KUiiELR  OF  AlriCA-TT  AaSHBAD  TO  TIE  145TI-  AVIATICK 
BaTTALION: 
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£.  (C)  OPtlUTIONuL  STATISTICS  FCL  THIS  ILAIC-D: 

1,  Number  of  aircraft  hours  flown  by  the  -rvttalion  in 
support  of  III  isLVli  Corps  aviation  requirements. 


C 


UNIT 

MONTHS 

TOTAL 

January 

February 

March 

April 

68th  Avn  Co  (A1IL) 

1769.0 

2087.0 

2188.0 

1948.0 

7992.0 

74th  avn  Co  (A3L) 

1726.0 

2098.0 

2692.0 

254.0 

9056.0 

118th  i.vn  Co  (AML) 

1700.0 

1873.0 

2179.0 

2167.0 

7919.0 

120th  Avn  Co  (AIL) 

1426.0 

1421.0 

*  N/A 

*  N/A 

2847.0 

197th  Avn  Co  (..rued) 

1103.0 

1474.0 

1565.0 

1573.0 

5715.0 

A/501st  avn  Bn  (AML) 

1693.0 

1625.0 

1871.0 

1595.0 

6784.0 

6th  airlift  Plat 

464.0 

511.0 

*  N/A 

*  N/A 

975.0 

TOTAL 

9881.0 

11,089.0 

10,495. 

,0  9823.0  41,288 

*  Not  Assigned 

2.  Total  number  of  sorties  flown  during  this  period:  73,802 

3,  Number  of  Battalion  size  operations  conducted  by  the  145th 
aviation  Battalion  during  this  period: 


Combat  Assaults  Extractions  Repositions  Total 


J.J.U.JIY 

28 

FLUxiCl.uiY 

30 

h^riCH 

25 

AuilL 

_ SI 

TOTAL 

108 

6 

9 

6 

0 


SSSl 


23 


49 

48 

42 

& 


13 

9 

11 
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4.  Number  of  troops  and  passengers  airlifted: 

JAi'AlJJ  FABUU'HY  MfuiGIi  AROL _ 

Troops  12,239  9,899  : 17,225  13,284 

Passengers  25,206 _ 25,152  24,161  24,798 

Total  40,445  35,051.  41,386  38,082 

5.  Number  of  Viet  Cong  personnel  killed,  and  structures  and 
sampans  destroyed. 


V.C  (KBA)  STRUCTURES  (Pest)  Sampans  (Pe3t) 


J.1HJ..RY 

63 

114 

61 

104 

285 

82 

larch 

155 

411 

97 

APRIL 

97 

197 

51 

TOTAL 

419 

1007 

291 
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SECTION  II:  (C)  MISONHAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

A,  (C)  STiuiNGTK  BilLJC  DOWN 

The  following  break  down  depicts  the  authorized  personnel 
strength  verses  assigned  strength  in  all  units  assigned  to  the  145th 
Aviation  Battalion. 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company 


OFF  WO  .  EM  .AGG 


i 

Auth: 

22 

2 

87 

111 

\ 

Assg: 

26 

4 

91 

121 

( 

68th  Aviation  Company 

(AKL) 

i 

OFF 

AO 

AM 

AGG 

68th  Avn  Co 

Auth: 

14 

41 

041 

196 

Assg: 

22 

22 

145 

189 

282nd  Sig  Det 

Auth: 

1 

0 

9 

10 

Assg: 

1 

0 

9 

10 

391st  Trans  Det 

Auth: 

1 

1 

70 

72 

Assg: 

1 

1 

71 

73 

430th  Med  Det 

Auth: 

1 

0 

8 

9 

Assg : 

2 

0 

6 

8 

Total 

juith: 

17 

42 

228 

287 

Assg: 

26 

23 

232 

281 

118th 

aviation  Company  (..ML) 

OFF 

WO 

1AI1 

AGG 

118th  Avn  Co 

Auth: 

14 

41 

141 

196 

Assg: 

21 

27 

141 

189 

573rd  Trans  Det 

Auth: 

1 

1 

70 

72 

Assg: 

2 

1 

68 

71 

93rd  lied  Det 

Auth: 

1 

0 

8 

9 

.1833: 

1 

10 

11 

198th  Sig  Det 

.lUth: 

1 

0 

9 

10 

Aaag: 

-L 

0 

10 

11 

Total 

Auth: 

17 

42 

228 

287 

Assg: 

25 

28 

229 

288 
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Total 
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197th 

Aviation  Company 

(Armed) 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

AGG 

197th  Avn  Co 

Auth :  29 

26 

139 

194 

Assg:  20 

25 

144 

189 

571st  Trans  Det 

Auth:  1 

1 

70 

72 

Assg:  1 

1 

66 

68 

774th  lied  Det 

Auth:  1 

0 

9 

10 

Assg:  1 

0 

9 

10 

Total 

Auth:  31 

27 

218 

276 

Assg:  22 

26 

219 

267 

A/501st  Aviation  Battalion  (AH-.) 

OFF 

wo 

Eli 

AGG 

/./501st  Avn  Bn 

Auth:  14 

a 

141 

196 

Assg:  22 

24 

124 

170 

94th  Sig;-  Det 

Auth:  1 

0 

9 

10 

nssg:  1 

0 

13 

14 

151st  Trans  Det 

Auth:  1 

1 

70 

72 

Assg:  2 

0 

19 

81 

Total 

Auth:  16 

42 

220 

278 

Assg:  25 

24 

216 

265 

74th  Aviation  Company  (ASL) 


OFF 

WO 

Ell 

*GG 

74th  Avn  Co 

Auth: 

a 

1 

82 

124 

Assg: 

31 

4 

98 

133 

320th  Sig  Det 

Auth: 

i 

0 

9 

10 

Assg: 

i 

0 

11 

12 

563rd  Trans  Det 

..uth: 

0 

0 

24 

24 

*.ssg:_ 

0 

0 

22 

22 

Total 

Auth 

42 

1 

115 

158 

Assg: 

32 

4 

131 

167 

B.  (U)  h.u;JDo  /A  D  DLCOiuJ.A'ia.S: 


1.  During  this  reporting  period  the  follwoing  types  and 
number  of  awards  were  presented  to  members  of  the  Battalion. 


CCNFIobdlAL 


TYPE 


NUMBER 


Silver  Star 
Legion  of  Merit 
Diatinquished  Flying  Cross 
Soldiers  Medal 
Bronze  Star  "Valor" 

Bronze  Star  "Meritorious  Service" 

Airmedal  "Valor" 

Air  Medal 

army  Commendation  "Valor" 

Army  Commendation  "Ileritorious  Service" 
Purple  Heart 

Total 


7 

1 

37 

1 

11 

23 

67 

2301 

15 

43 

-JL 

2543 


2*  0f  special  significance,  is  the  fact  that  the  10,000th 
**ir  Medal  presented  by  this  Battalion  since  1  January  1965  was  received 
this  quarter. 

C.  (U)  PUBLIC  INFORMATION  OFFICE  .  (PIO) 


During  the  period  1  January  through  30  April  1966  the  Battalion 
PIO  forwarded  one  feature  story  per  day  to  higher  headquarters  involving 
major  items  of  interest  happening  within  the  Battalion.  Several  of  the 
news  releases  were  disseminated  to  publication  agencies  in  the  United  States. 
On  each  airmobile  operation  a  member  of  the  PIO  staff  was  pepresfcnted 
in  order  to  gain  information  and  pictures  of  the  battalion  in  combat.  A 
photo  team  from  the  Department  of  Arny  signal  Branch  spent  the  month  of 
April  with  the  Battalion  gaining  first  hand  information,  both  still 
pictures  and  movies  of  the  battalion  activities. 

D.  (a)  AVl/i’ION  b.JJVTY: 

1.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  flew  a  total  of  41,288 
hours  during  this  reporting  period  and  experienced  the  following  aircraft 
losses  and/or  mishaps. 


Combat  Losses  5 
Major  Accidents  13 
Incidents  8 
Forced  Landings  4 


Precautionary  Landings  9 

2.  To  date,  the  145th  Aviation  Bcttalion  rate  is  29.9  per 
100,000  flying  hours  as  compared  to  the  US..AV  rate  of  27.9.  (31  larch  1966) 

3#  The  following  is  a  list  of  those  personnel  who  were 
fatalities  or  injured  as  a  result  of  hostile  ground  action  or  accidents: 

OFF  AO  All 

Fatalities  3  25 

Injuries  4  13 


6 


i 

! 

)  4.  Approximately  150  aviators  participated  in  a  test  conducted 

within  the  3attalion  involving  the  use  of  a  new  type  combination  "nape— 

;  end-chin"  strap  for  the  APH-5  helmet.  The  primary  purpose  of  this  device 

was  to  retain  the  flight  helmet  on  the  individual  in  case  of  an  abrupt 
;  stop.  The  tests  were  very  successful  and  the  device  proved  adequate 

in  its  intended  use. 


E.  (U)  CHAPLAIN  ACTIVITIES: 


The  activities  of  the  Battalion  chaplain  are  many  and  varied 
and  because  of  the  distances  between  unit  locations  much  of  his  time  is 
spent  traveling  to  and  from  these  various  points.  Due  to  the  many  request 
for  services,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  conduct  normal  services  and 
interviews  on  Sundays j  therefore,  most  of  the  weekly  services  were 
conducted  at  night  at  t  he  t  ermination  of  the  work  day.  In  spite  of  the 
hectic  schedule  the  following  activities  wer  perofrmed. 


Chapel  Services 

70 

Counselings 

67 

Interviews 

188 

Visits  to  Orphanages 

19 

Meetings  and  Briefings 

17 

Christian'  Faith  Instruction 

23 

1 


l 


I 


S 


7 
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SECTION  III  (C)  INTELLIGENCE: 

A.  (C)  During  January  and  February  there  were  two  imports  of  ground 
to  nir  missies,  trailing  smoke,  fired  from  susnected  V.C.  positions  toward 
airborne  helicopters.  AirburstB were  observed  near  the  aircraft  indicating 
the  V.C  may  be  using  some  type  of  surface  to  air  missle. 

B  (C)  The  V.C.  massed  into  regimental  size  units  in  the  III  ARVN 
Corps  to  attack  Vo  Xu  on  27  February  and  again  on.  21  March  1966,  An  attack 
was  also  launched  against  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division  in  early  March  and 
against  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade  in  mid  March.  Both  of  these  were 
conducted  by  regimental  size  units.  The  V.C.  sustained  heavy  casualties  in 
all  four  attacks  and  since  that  time  have  conducted  only  small  unit  onerations. 

C.  (C)  The  V.C.  have  introducted  75  *T  "pack"  howitzers  in  the  III 
ARW  Corns  during  the  past  four  months. 

D.  (C)  The  V.C  continue  to  fire  at  helicopters  at  every  opportunity. 

This  is  verified  by  the  fact  that  aircraft  have  been  hit  and/or  destroyed  in 
area-8  where  little  or  no  contact  has  been  encountered  between  the  friendly 
ground  elements  and  V.C. 

E.  (D)  The  weather  has  been  favorable  for  a.U  airmobile  operations 
except  on  two  occassions.  Early  morning  ground  fog  delayed  both  operations  for 
a  three  hour  duration. 


( 


8 
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SECTION7  IV  (C)  OPERATION’S 

A.  (C)  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATIONS: 

1.  'Hie  aviation  tasks  performed  this  Battalion  are  varied  and 
range  from  multi-ground  combat  battalion  airmobile  assaults  and  extractions, 

in  which  all  elements  operate  as  a  battalion  team,  to  sin ale  aircraft  missions 
of  observation,  courier  runs,  pigs  and  rice  lifts,  and  all  manner  of  administra¬ 
tive  and  logistical  missions. 

2.  Nightly,  "Lightening  Bug"  missions  are  flown  by  the  armed 
helicopter  company  exacting  a  significant  Viet  Cong  kill  and  destruction  of 
sampans  and  other  enemy  shipping. 


3.  Gunship  teams  daily  provide  on  station  firepower  to  road  con¬ 
voys,  conduct  strikes  aganist  enemy  emplacements,  installations  and  shipping. 
Thev  are  also  employed  around  the  clock  as  an  immediate  (5  minute)  alert  for  the 
security  of  the  ^ien  Moe.  Airbase  complex  (nong  Nai  Senstive  Section).  Cunships 
have  been  effective  in  breaking  V.C,  attacks,  ambushes,  and  are  a  significant 
factor  in  the  security  of  T?,s.  and  AHVN  installations  from  attack. 

4.  The  Battalion  has  been  directed  by  MAGV,  through  II  Field 
Forces  Victor,  to  conduct  several  special  missions  involving  the  development 

of  special  tactics  and  techniaues.  Of  particular  interest  is  "Operation  Market 
Time".  This  is  a ’joint  operation  involving  the  N.S.  Navy  and  U.S.  Army  Aviation. 
It  was  initiated  in  early  March  and  will  continue  for  an  indefinite  period  of 
time.  The  primary  mission  is  to  conduct  off  shore  patrols  and  surveillance  in 
order  to  enforce  curfews  and  prevent  Viet  Cong  infiltration,  movement,  and  re¬ 
supply  along  the  Delta  estuary  coast  and  across  the  major  rivers  of  the  Mekong 
Delta  and  Rung  Sat  Special  ?onc  (RSSZ).  The  armed  helicopters  in  support  con¬ 
duct  their  flights  from  off-shore  landing  crafts  and  support  river  patrol  craft 
and  forces  ashore  with  fire  support  as  reauired.  To  properly  support  this 
operation,  the  aviation  nssests  of  all  of  the  units  within  the  Battalion  have 
been  used.  By  doing  this,  all  .assigned  units  gain  .an  insight  on  such  operations 
and  it  does  not  degrade  the  capabilities  of  any  one  company.  Other  MACV  direct¬ 
ed  special  missions  include  wha  Be  Tank  Farm  fire  team  cover,  Rung  Sat  Special 
(R3SZ)  continuous  overhead  river  channel  cover  and  Capital  Military  Region 
vOHR)  5  minute  stand-by  fire  team  coverage. 

5.  During  the  month  of  February  th?  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Headcmnrters  displaced  from  its  location  in  Saigon  to  Bjcn  Boa,  where  the  new 
Battalion  Fcadouarters  is  established.  During  this  transition  period  the 
Ba.tta.lion  continued  to  conduct  airmobile  operations  in  support  of  III  ARVN  Corps 
tactical  and  'dministrativc  reouiranents.  During  the  months  of  February  and 
March  the  following  units  wore  either  assigned  to  or  released  fro*n  battalion 
control. 

DATE  UNIT/ASSIGNKENT 

10  February  1966  Augmentation  of  Pathfinder  Detachment,  0.0.  2F, 

dated  2  Feb  1966. 


CONFiOmiiAL 

15  March  1966  145th  Aviation  Battalion  reverts  to  t^e  control 

of  II  Field  Forces  Victor. 

15  March  1966  120th  Aviation  Company  and  6th  Airlift  Platoon 

released  from  Battalion  control. 

12  March  1966  774th  Med  Detachment  attached  to  197th  Aviation 

Companv. 

6.  The  aviation  assets  of  the  Battalion  are  directly  controlled  by 
II  Field  Forces  Victor,  Daily,  II  Field  Forces  Victor  allocates  a  certain 
number  of  aircrait  to  III  ARVN  Corps  in  support  of  its  administrative  and  tacti¬ 
cal  roouirements.  The  remainder  of  the  aviation  assets  are  then  used  to  sup¬ 
port  either  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade,  1st  (US)  or  25th  (US)  Infantry 
Divisions.  Should  the  aviation  roouirements  of  JII  ARVN  Corps  exceed  the  assets 
allocated  by  II  Field  Forces  Victor  a  decision  for  further  aviation  support 
Will  be  made  at  that  level  of  command.  171  he  assets  of  the  Battalion  are  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Batta.lion  Operations  Center,  which  is  responsible  for  deter¬ 
mining  the  assignment  of  each  mission  and  disseminating  them  to  the  Companies 

of  the  Battalion.  (Appendix  A  ,  (Battalion  Operations  Center  SOP  )). 

7.  Initial  Battalion  planning  determines  the  number  of  troop  carrier 
helicopters  reauired  for  the  conduct  of  an  airmobile  operation,  h'henever  the 
tactical  recuirenent  dictates  the  use  of  sixteen  or  more  troop  carriers,  the 
operation  will  be  coordinated,  planned,  and  controlled  by  the  Battalion, 

Fifteen  troop  carriers  or  less  reauired  for  an  operation  will  be  coordinated 
and  directed  at  Company  level.  A  normal  flight  element  for  Battalion  size 
operations  consists  of  ten  troop  carriers  (W-1D)  and  four  armed  (UH-1B)  heli¬ 
copters,  Other  aircraft  which  cortprise  the  airmobile  task  force  are:  command 
and  control  helicopter,  a  forward  area  maintenance  recovery  team,  a  standby 
recovery  aircraft,  a  medical  evacuation  helicopter,  five  to  eifcht  armed  heli¬ 
copters  and  0-1F  (Fixed  ^ing)  aircraft  to  perform  radio  relay,  weather  advisory 
and  surveillance. 

B.  (D)  SIGNIFICANT  BATTALION  OPERATIONS 

During  this  period  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  coordinated, 
planned  and  conducted  one  hundred  and  sixty  nine  Battalion  3ize  operations 
(108  combat  assaults,  38  extractions  and  23  repositionings)  and  received  and 
coordinated  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  company  size  operations  (I64  combat 
assaults,  22  extractions  and  6-  repositionings)  in  support  of  the  III  ARVN  Corps, 
173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade,  1st  (US)  and  25th  (US)  infantrv  Divisions  and  TI 
and  IV  Corps  reemirements.  A  sampling  of  seven  battalion  size  tactical  oprr- 
'tions  conducted  are  inserted  as  Tnclosures  1  thru  7,  Appendix  B. 

1.  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  2-66. 
dtd  2  January  1966. 

2.  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  4-66. 
dtd  8  January  1966. 

3.  'fter  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  15-66 
dtd  2  March  1966. 
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4.  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation 
18-66  dtd,  9  Kerch  1966. 

5.  After  Action  Retort,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operations 
18-66  AA,  18-66  BB,  and  18-66  CC  (Extraction- Phases)  210725,  211400  and 
221125  March  1966. 

6.  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation*’ 
50-66,  dtd  14  Mafch  1966. 

7.  Aftor  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  ' 
22-66,  dtd  5  April  1966. 

C.  (U)  OTHER  TACTICAL  OPERATIONS 

After  Action  Reports  of  other  significant  tactical  operations 
are  included  in  this  report  and  inserted  as  Inclosures  8  thru  21  to  Appendix  5. 
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SECTION  V  (U)  LOGISTICS 

A.  (U)  III  Corps  'RW  airfi "Ids  are  primarily  used  as  ARVN  staging 
areas  and  as  logistical  bases  of  operation  for  the  145  th  Aviation  Battalion, 
These  airfields  are  geographically  located  throughout  III  ARVN  Corps,  so  that 
any  area  of  operation  is  within  a  25-30  nautical  mile  radius  of  an  airfield; 
t^e  exception  being  the  Ring  Sat  and  a  snail  area  in  the  center  of  III  ARVN 
Corps. 


B.  (tl)  Each  airfield  has  a  prr.stock  of  class  III  A  and  V-  Which  serves 
as  normal  operating  stocks,  and  emergency  stocks  in  support  of  III  AMN  Corps 
contingency  plans.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  does  not  have  the  capability 
to  provide  for  its  own  logistical  support  (Class  III  A  4  V)  while  in  support 
of  ARVN  forces,  and  relies  upon  use  of  these  prestocks.  Use  of  the  prestocks 
for  logistical  support  enables  the  battalion  to  respond  rapidly  and  provide 
airlift  support  to  t*e  ARVN  for  both  preplanned  and  rapid  reaction  type 
operations. 

C.  (U)  Refueling  is  accomplished  by  the  battalion  at  these  airfields 
utilizing  cither  500  gallon  bladders  or  55  gallon  drums  and  portable  pumping 
eouipment.  The  500  gallon  bladders  are  positioned  in  line  and  en  entire  flight 
clement  (ton  to  sixteen  aircraft)  can  bo  refueled  in  a  natter  of  minutes  with¬ 
out  shutting  down.  This  method  has  proved  extremolv  effective  in  refueling 
4-6  flight  elements  on  a  continuous  basis  during  battalion  size  multi-lift 
operations.  Refueling  can  also  be  accomplished  by  loading  55  gallon  ^runs  on 
2\  ton  trucks  and  pumping  fuel  directly  into  the  aircraft.  Availability  of 
trucks  limit  this  type  of  operation  and  refueling  time  is  lengthened  by  -air¬ 
craft  shutting  down. 

D.  (U)  Prestock  levels  are  closely  monitored  by  III  ARVN  Corp  and  the 
battalion  since  these  prestocks  represent  the  only  real  source  of  logistical 
support  readily  available  to  the  battalion  during  airmobile  operations  with 
ARVN  forces.  The  only  time  that  III  ARVN  corns  and  this  battalion  experience 
difficulties  in  maintaining  the  prestock  level  is  when  other  US  aviation  units 
fail  to  coordinate  with  III  ARVN  Corps  when  they  stage  out  of  the  ARVN  airfields 
depleting  the  prestocks  and  do  not  immediately  replenish  them. 
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SECTION  VI  (C)  COMMUNIC ATIONS 

A.  (C)  Pm  freauency  interference  continues  to  be  one  of  the  bi geest 
cocununicetions  problems  faced  the  battalion.  Prior  to  1  April  1966  the 
companies  of  the  battalion  encountered  some  freauency  interference  frcm  the 
ground  units.  On  1  April  USARV  Signal  reallocated  FH  frequencies  within. 'the  III 
CTZ.  Instead  of  giving  the  aviation  units  relief  from  interference,  they  are 
sharing  frequencies  with  other  Aviation  units.  This  creates  very  hazardous 
situations  especially  if  both  units  are  simultaneously  involved  in  airmobile 
operations.  This  3s  a  problem  that  requires  command  interest  and  emphasis 

at  the  highest  level  of  command.  It  is  imperative  that  each  airmobile  battal¬ 
ion  and  company  be  allocated  a  discreet  FK  frequency. 

B.  (C)  Another  communications  problem  encountered  bir  the  battalion  during 
the  last  ouarter  was  that  of  the  shortage  of  Class  A  telephone  numbers  in  the 
Bien  Hon  area.  Both  the  Bien  Hon  local  and  the  Bxen  Hoa  long  distance  switch¬ 
boards  are  filled  to  capacity.  Only  a  minimum  number  of  Class  A  numbers  were 
made  available  to  the  battalion  upon  its  arrival  early  in  the  ouarter.  This 
caused  the  battalion  to  have  to  install  and  continuously  operate  a  63  line 
battalion  switchboard  in  order  to  have  adequate  telephone  service.  Since  the 
TOE  for  the  Communications  Section  does  not  provide  enough  switchboard  operators 
for  a  24*  hour  operation,  a  burden  is  placed  upon  those  men  of  the  sectim  who 
have  to  work  out  of  their  HOS  field  while  acting  as  switchboard  one rat  dr s. 

The  shortage  of  Class  A  telephone  numbers  also  has  resulted  in  inadequate  tele¬ 
phone  service  to  Higher  headquarters  (12th  Aviation  Croup)  in  Saigon. 

C.  (C)  Communications  security  discipline  has  improved  greatly;  however; 
security  violations  continue  to  occurr,  especially  during  airmobile  operations. 
Common  violations  are,  frequencies  being  transmitted  in  the  clear,  and  brevity 
code  words  improperly  used  which  enables  ease  of  compromise.  The  overcrowded 
FM  frequency  spectrum  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  assign  a  new  frequency 
when  one  is  compromised. 

D.  (C)  The  existing  telephone  system  in  Vietnam  is  greatly  overloaded. 

All  calls  should  be  official  only  and  kept  as  brief  as  possible.  Routine 
calls  should  also  be  timed  to  avoid  the  midmorning  and  midafternoon  peak 
circuit  loads.  Routine  messages  should  be  routed  through  the  battalion  courier 
as  much  as  possible  to  help  relieve  the  load  of  the  telephone  system. 

E.  (C)  The  battalion  IFF  frcouency  is  the  primary  control  freauency 
during  airmobile  operations.  It  is  imperative  that  this  froouency  have  a 
minimum  amount  of  interference.  There  has  been  a  significant  improvement  in 
the  transmission  of  only  essential  matter,  in  a  brief,  concise  manner.  The 
number  of  stations  that  are  roauired  to  bo  in  the  net  during  a  largo  scale 
airmobile  operation,  demands  constant  command  emphasis  to  maintain  a  high  state 
of  communications  efficiency. 
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SECTION  Vllt  (U)  CIVIL  ASSIES 


A*  (U)  Luring  this  reporting  period,  the  Civil  Affairs  activities  under¬ 
went  a  major  reorganization  and  revitalisation*  On  26  February  a  full  time  3-5 
was  appointed  to  coordinate  the  Battalion's  Civic  Actions.  Civic  Affairs  was 
emphasized  at  all  echelons  of  command.  The  program  was  expanded  in  scope  to 
encompass  Community  Relations ,  Orphanage  Support,  Refugee  Assistance  and  MEDGAP 
II  Activities.  In  addition,  the  Battalion  coordinated  all  of  its  civic  actions 
through  the  Government  of  Vietnam,  thus  satisfying  the  long  term  objectives  of 
the  program.  Appendix  L,  ("Proposed  Expansion  of  the  Battalion  Civic  Action 
Program"). 

B.  (U)  A  recapitulation  of  the  Battalions  contribution  to  the  economic 
and  social  development  of  Vietnam  is  sis  follows! 

1.  Donations » 

a.  Foodstuffs  60,255  pounds  VC  captured,  relief  supplies, 

Battalion  resources . 

b.  Clothing  23OO  pounds,  mostly  received  from  supporters 

in  United  States. 

c.  honey  143 >327  #VN  (JI4OO  Approx.)  Used  primarily 

for  education. 

2.  Refugees  evacuated  by  air  elements  - -  1500. 

5*  Relief  supplies  transported  — -  52,700  pounds. 

4»  Conversational  English  classes  held  — —  30  classes. 

5*  Held  siok  call  at  Leper  Colony - v/eekly. 

6.  Emergency  medical  evacuation  — — — — —  18  Vietnamese  civilians* 

7*  Assisted  in  2  self  help  school  construction  projects. 

8.  Assisted  Popular  Forces  in  construction  of  dependents  quarters. 

9*  Distributed  approximately  1000  pounds  of  health  and  sanitation 
items  to  local  orphanages  along  with  projeots  at  the  orphanage  to  improve  the 
sanitation. 


SECTION  VIII i  (U)  TRAINING 

A*  (U)  There  is  a  continuing  training  requirement  for  eaoh  unit  of  the 
Battalion  in  order  to  maintain  a  high  state  of  readiness  and  professionalism* 
The  rapid  personnel  turn  over  in  units  aggravated  this  requirement.  Due  to  the 
heavy  operational  committments t  much  of  the  prescribed  training  is  performed  in 
oon junction  with  operational  requirements  whenever  possible* 

B*  (U)  The  battalion  has  continually  been  called  upon  by  higher  head¬ 
quarters  to  provide  in  country  orientation  and  standardization  briefings  and 
flight  training  for  newly  arriving  aviation  units  in  the  Republio  of  Vietnam. 
These  units  have  ranged  in  size  from  aviation  battalion  staff  and  aviator  per¬ 
sonnel  to  four  and  five  man  fire  team  elements  receiving  training  on  special 
equipment  and  tactical  dootrine  developed  by  the  Battalion.  Staff  members  of 
the  25  th  Aviation  Battalion  spent  several  days- with  the  Battalion  staff  receiv¬ 
ing  guidance  and  observing  the  detailed  planning  required  in  order  to  properly 
support  AHVN  and  NS  ground  elements  in  their  counterinsurgency  effort. 

C.  (U)  Battalion  training  memorandums  provide  the  nucleus  from  which 
necessary  training  is  conducted.  The  following  subjects  receive  continuing 
emphasis  on  a  quarterly  basis. 

1.  Aviator  Unit  Standardization  Training. 

2.  Night  Airmobile  Operations. 

3*  Instrument  Training. 

4*  Decoa  Navigational  Training. 

5.  Individual  and  Crew  Served  Weapons. 

6.  External  Loads. 

7«  Driver  Education. 

8.  Chemical,  Biological  and  Radiological. 

9.  Gunner  Training. 

10.  Code  of  Conduct. 

11.  Special  Training. 

a.  In  Country  Orientation  and  Standardization  for  newly  arriving 
aviation  units. 

b.  Airborne  Radar  Tests  to  determine  the  "pin  point"  vector  ac¬ 
curacy  of  special  equipment. 

12.  Armament  and  New  Weapons  Concept  Training. 
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a«  hortar  Aerial  Doliveiy  System  —  MfoAD"  (Appendix  1,  to  An* 
nex  P  to  145  th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations*  Appendix  E). 

b.  Offensive  and  Suppressive  Eire  Techniques  (Annex  K  to  145th 
Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations*  Appendix  E)» 

0.  Lightning  Bug  Training* 

d«  Starlight  Scope  Training* 

e.  Cluster  Bomb  Unit  --  "CBU" . 

f*  20  mo  Weapon  System* 


SECTION  IX i  (U)  COlIiuWD  AHD  Lo-JEivSEIP 

n.  During  the  period,  the  Battalion  command  changed  on  20  February  due 
to  the  death  of  its  former  commander  as  a  result  of  a  helicopter  accident.  JL 
change  of  commanders,  even  under  normal  circumstances,  is  somewhat  traumatic 
to  the  unit}  therefore,  all  efforts  were  directed  to  quickly  grasping  the  reins 
and  moulding  the  Battalion  into  an  even  more  effective  operational  team.  Soma 
actions  that  were  taken  that  assisted  this  effort  werei 

1*  To  apprise  each  member  of  the  Battalion  of  the  importance  of  Array 
aviation  to  the  ground  combat  unit's  ability  to  effectively  operate,  and  the 
contribution  being  made  by  the  Battalion  to  "Win  in  Vietnam". 

2.  To  emphasize  that  the  Battalion  engages  in  combat  daily  with  the 
enemy,  during  airmobile  assaults  and  extractions,  when  conducting  gunship  strikes 
or  engaging  in  the  offensive  fire  technique*  The  damage  inflicted  on  the  enemy 
is  publized  weekly  as  realistic  evidence  that  the  Battalion  in  fact  is  a  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  and  that  its  pilots,  gunners  and  crewmen  are  combat  crewmen. 

As  a  display  of  this  title  a  Bronze  Battle  Star  was  authorized  to  be  worn  on 

the  aviator  and  crewmen  wings,  after  having  earned  the  fifth  Air  he dal. 

3.  To  institute  a  publication,  entitled  "Commander's  Combat  Notes", 
as  a  medium  for  transmitting  information  that  the  Battalion  Commander  deems 
necessary  to  keep  all  members  of  the  command  informed.  The  routine  note  is  a 
Weekly  Summary  of  activities  of  the  Battalion.  Appendix  F,  ( Inclosures  1  thru  22' 

4«  To  increase  efforts  to  locate  the  entire  Battalion  ih  one  geo¬ 
graphic  location  at  Bien  Hoa.  The  condition  of  having  individual  companies  of 
the  Battalion  widely  separated  tended  to  preclude  battalion  eoftoeion.  The  197th 
Aviation  Company  moved  from  Saigon  to  join  the  118th  and  Aviation  Com¬ 

panies  at  Bien  Hoa.  The  Battalion  Headquarters  and  Staff  also  moved  to  Bien 
Hoa.  Since  the  120th  nviation  Company  was  under  operational  control  of  IjACV 
and  the  fact  that  it  would  remain  in  Saigon,  overtures  were  made  to  ask  for  it's 
removal  from  the  Battalion.  On  15  March,  the  oompany  was  transferred  to  the 
control  of  12th  Aviation  Group.  Efforts  are  underway  presently  to  move  the  68th 
Aviation  Company  from  Vung  Tau  to  Bien  Hoa.  When  this  is  accomplished,  four  of 
the  five  companies  will  be  located  at  Bien  Hoa.  The  fixed  wing  surveillance 
company  will  remain  at  Fhu  Loi.  It  is  evident  that  a  marked  increase  in  the 
Battalion  team  attitude  has  already  resulted,  which  is  a  contributor  to  unit 
effectiveness. 

B.  (u)  Modification  of  NCO  Promotion  Boardi  The  Enlisted  ftromotion 
Board,  whidh  was  formerly  composed  of  NCO's  only,  was  changed  to  include  the 
Battalion  Executive  Officer,  two  Company  Executive  Officers,  the  Sergeant  Major, 
and  one  First  Sergeant.  Tho  bor.rd,  omploying  the  newly  introduced  evaluation 
forms,  Appendix  G,  has  greatly  improved  tho  quality  of  NCO's  promoted  within 
the  Battalion.  Basing  the  promotion  on  a  "best  qualified"  basis  has  also  pro¬ 
duced  at  unit  level  a  desirable  sidc-cffoot  in  that  it  places  all  eligible  per¬ 
sonnel  in  a  competitive  position  and  results  in  a  greater  determination  and 
higher  job  performance  by  the  individual. 
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SECTION  X:  (U)  CUiltJffiERS  Rli£01jIim.TI0NS; 


The  mobility,  fire  power,  observation  and  logistic  support 
provided  by  Army  Aviation  units  in  Vietnam  is  spelling  victory  to  ground 
combat  elements.  Frequently  combat  operations  go  or  don't  go,  based 
on  the  availability  of  rotary  wing  airlift.  The  build  up  of  Army 
Aviation  has  enabled  even  larger  ground  combat  operations,  ranging  to 
great  distances.  The  frequency  and  scale  of  airmobile  assaults,  conducted 
in  a  repetitious  manner  is  forcing  the  Viet  Cong  to  expose  himself  to  our 
devastating  firepower.  The  aircraft  we  have  available  are  still  not 
enough  to  satisfy  all  operational  requirements.  Avery  effort  is  made 
to  husband  these  critical  resources  by  analyzing  each  mission  in  order 
to  jnd^blish  priorities. 

* 

The  demands  on  aircraft  preclude  any  maintenance  stand-down  in  this 
Battalion.  Every  flyable  aircraft  is  appointed  and  except  in  rare 
instances  assigned  a  task.  .  It  is  a  credit  to  the  maintenance  personnel 
of  this  Battalion  to  achieve  the  continuous  high  availability  rate 
experienced  thus  far.  This  however,  comes  about  only  tlirough  strong 
leadership  within  the  companies,  and  having  people  who  have  a  sense  of 
urgency  about  them.  Couple  these  traits  with  t  he  ability  to  scrounge 
parts  throughout  Vietnam  (the  underground  supply  system)  and  the  aircraft 
remain  flyable.  The  price  will  be  paid  for  this  high  useage  f  actor 
however,  in  early  equipment  wearout. 

Since  this  Battalion  is  the  primary  supporter  of  aviation  to  the 
three  ARVN  Infantry  Divisions,  the  ABVN  Airborne  Division,  the  separate 
Ranger  Companies  and  CIDG  troops  of  III  (-RVK)  Corps,  some  comments 
are  appropriate  relative  their  use  of  Army  aviation.  In  general,  all 
ivRVN  elements  are  quickly  adapted  to  the  airmobile  assault.  The 
airmobile  technique  appears  to  make  the  ARVN  soldier  more  aggressive 
and  confident.  Difficulty  arises  when  planning  end  conducting 
airmobile  operations  with  ARVN  forces  in  coordinating  V1LF  airstrikes, 
as  to  timing  and  type  of  ordnance.  Difficulty  is  often  encountered 
in  obtaining  information  and  warning  of  friendly  mortar  and  artillery 
fire  while  aircraft  are  operating  in  the  area.  These  problem  areas  are 
analyzed  and  consultation  with  U.S.  advisory  personnel d evelop  a  solution 
to  preclude  recurrence.  The  ARVN  forces  compete  with  the  U.S.  ground 
forces  for  the  use  of  the  available  Army  Aviation  resources.  The 
priorities  are  established  and  resources  allocated  by  II  Field 
Forces  Victor  Tactical  Operations  Center. 

The  U.S.  Tactical  Air  Support  provided  for  the  preparation  of 
landing  zones  has  been  outstanding.  T'..c  strikes  are  accurate,  they 
begin  at  the  designated  time,  and  carry  the  type  ordnance  recreated. 

The  single  problem  encountered  is  the  length  of  time  required  to  prepare 
the  landing  zone.  The  procedure  lias  evolved  where  a  FAC  directs  each 
aircraft  on  each  pass  to  &  specific  target.  The  time  required  to 
prepare  the  LZ  has  been  30  to  45  minutes,  and  this  is  to  long.  It 
has  been  determined  from  experience  and  from  captured  documents  that 
the  Viet  Cong  are  very  familiar  with  the  pattern  that  has  been  set  for 
LZ  preparation  end  have  ample  time  to  move  toward  the  L2  prepared  to  attack 
the  assaulting  forcesjj-* The  Air  Force  delivery  techniques  must  be 
modified  to  place  more  ordnance  into  the  LZ  area  in  a  shorter  time. 
Simultaneous,  multiple  aircraft  delivery  appears  to  be  the  solution. 

It  is  recognized  that  accuracy  will  be  sacrificed?  however,  this  is 
acceptable  and  is  outweighed  by  the  shock  action  and  surprise  achieved 
through  mass  delivery. 


The  Viet  Cong  are  fanatics  at  recording  everything  that  we  do  and 
then  analyze  the  operation  to  develop  countermeasures  (Ref  Cbt  Cmdre  Bote 
No,  5#  Appendix  F),  They  particularly  attempt  to  detect  patterns.  We 
have  set  many  patterns  in  the  conduct  of  airmobile  operations.  We  are 
attempting  for  every  operation  to  vary  our  pattern  within  the  allowable 
limits.  There  are  certain  aspects  that  can  be  varied  but  others  eon't. 

^  We  vary  the  helicopter  formations  but  we  can't  vary  the  angle  of 
descent  or  speed  to  any  appreciable  degree  when  in  its  most  vulnerable 
stage,  those  last  few  hundred  meters  before  touchdown  in  the  LZ  known 
as'  the  "dead  man* s  zone" ,_/We  also  set  a  pattern  by  preparing  only 
•one  IZ,  thus  pinpointirigthe  exact  location  we  will  land.  When  possible 
we  now  prepare  several  logical  LZ  areas,  as  a  deceptive  measure,  knowing 
we  will  land  at  only  one.  When  the  tactical  situation  permits  we  may  not 
prepare  a  landing  zone  with  tactical  air  or  artillery  and  use  only  armed 
helicopters  to  strike  three  or  four  minutes  in  advance  of  the  lead  troop 
carrier.  Occassionally,  without  Tac  Air  we  use  a  heavy  volume  of  artillery 
fire  for  a  short  duration  and  immediately  land  with  gunships  providing  the 
last,  discrete,  protective  fires.  In  summary:  stereotyped  procedures 
compromise  operations.  Deceptions,  innovations,  and  unpredictable, 
unorthodox  procedures  are  the  keynotes  to  successjJ"” 

Civic  Action  activities  by  companies  of  this  battalion  are  perhaps 
equally  rewarding  to  them  as  to  the  indigenous  recipients.  A  degree  of 
competition  has  been  established  between  companies  which  displays  pride 
in  their  accomplishments.  The  companies  become  possessive  of  their 
Civic  Action  projects  which  creates  a  sense  of  unit  responsibility  for 
a  certain  activity.  There  is  an  attitude  of  ever  increasing  and 
expanding  these  activities.  At  present,  some  of  the  activities  border 
on  geographic  areas  between  secure  and  unsecure  area.  In  these  locations 
Civic  Actions  have  the  capability ‘ of  touching  Viet  Cong  oriented  people 
who  can  be  swayed  over  to  the  GW, 

The  aircraft  hits  from  enemy  ground  fire  are  increasing.  The  hits 
are  also  becoming  more  accurate  and  striking  the  pilot  compartment. 

Several  aircraft  have  been  knocked  down  or  damaged  to  preclude  further 
flight.  Several  hits  have  been  experienced  at  2500  feet; '.-however, 
the  morale  and  attitude  of  the  crews  have  not  been  affected  by 
these  hits. 

Looking  at  the  Army  aviator  of  this  Battalion  as  a  whole,  he  is 
an  outstanding  product.  He  is  essentially  combat  arms  experienced  and 
oriented,  and  recognizes  the  significance  of  Army  Aviation  in  this  war. 

He  is  aggressive,  proud  of  what  he  does,  and  intimately  associated  with 
t}ie  ground  combat  soldier.  In  fact,  a  mutual  respect  has  developed  that 
no  longer  requires  Amy  aviation  to  be  sold.  Its  worth  is  demonstrated 
daily.  The  attitude  that  now  prevails  is  "How  can  each  task  be  accomplished 
more  effectively  with  greater  destruction  to  the  eneity?" 

In  the  endeavor  to  exploit  the  offensive  capability  of  the  helicopter 
this  battalion  has  employed  teargas  dispensed  from  a  helicopter  in  flight 
over  a  likely  avenue  of  approach  into  a  helicopter  landing  zone.  A 
few  minutes  r.f>or  this  delivery,  when  the  tear  gas  has  time 
to  settle  to  the  gi*6und  and  force  Viet  C'o'nrf  out  of  theft  holes, 

60-81ra®  mortar  -rounds  were  dropped  in  the  same  area  from  a  helicopter. 
Ground  troops  reported  three  kills  by  body  count  and  took  four  prisoners 
from  the  area.  Experiments  with  dropping  CBU's  from  a  helicopter,  and 
the  firing  of  the  20mn  cannons  are  also  in  progress, 
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The  offensive  fire  procedures,  developed  by  the  Battalion  (Annex  M, 
145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations)  have  been  used  on  numerous 
occasions  with  great  success.  During  a  quick  reaction  operation  when  this 
Battalion  supported  the  5th  ARVN  Division,  this  technique  was  used  by 
flying  all  available  helicopters,  troop  carrier  and  armed,  over  a 
designated  area  in  the  "Iron  Triangle"  to  pursue  by  fire  the  reported 
Ideation  of  the  withdrawing  Viet  Cong.  No  tactical  air  was  available 
for  the  operation  and  the  target  was  too  lucrative  to  pass-up.  Ground 
elements  were  not  sent  _  into  the  areaj  therefore,  the  extent  of  damage 
inflicted  on  the  Viet  Cong  could  not  be  determined.  If  the  awesome  sight 
of  the  ground  errupting  under  the  helicopters  from  the  fire  of  over  60 
aircraft  was  any  indication  -  damage  was  inevitable  and  extensive. 

The  pilot  shortage  in  the  unit  periodically  results  in  flyable 
aircraft  not  being  manned,  A  recent  check  reveals  that  this  occurred  on 
17  occassions  within  a  15  day  period.  When  looking  at  the  overall  pilot 
strength  the  reason  for  this  isn't  evident.  Each  aircraft  is  flown 
with  a  pilot  and  co-pilot,  except  for  infrequent  administrative  type 
missions.  The  crewchief  then  occupies  the  co-pilot  seat.  The  problem 
arises  in  the  requirement  to  have  a  qualified  aircraft  commander  in  each 
aircraft.  This  qualification  is  achieved  only  after  having  fulfilled 
certain  requirements  of  training,  apprenticeship  and  then  having  been 
checked  by  a  standardization  pilot.  These  qualifications  can  be  lowered, 
however  this  would  invite  an  increase  in  accidents.  Many  pilots  of  this 
Battalion  fly  over  120  hours  each  month.  After  90  hours  they  are  examined 
by  a  flight  surgeon  and  further  flight  is  authorized  by  the  Battalion 
Commander.  Unit  Commander's  carefully  observe  pilots  after  reaching  the 
90  hour  level.  A  certain  amount  of  the  pilot  shortage  is  attributed  to 
the  non-flying  duties  that  must  be  performed  by  pilots.  Non-rated  officers 
can  assume  a  number  of  these  duties. 

Additional  emphasis  must  be  given  to  the  personnel  management  of 
critical  and  specialized  officer  skills,  especially  in  the  area  of 
aircraft  maintenance.  The  absence  or  shortage  of  qualified  school 
trained  Aircraft  Maintenance  Officers  has  necessitated  critical  positions 
to  be  filled  by  unskilled  personnel  or  left  vacant. 

Present  TOStE  for  Transportation  Detachments  (CBFM)  and  Service 
Platoons  of  Airmobile  Companies  authorize  one  Captain  MD3  64823  and  one 
Warrant  Officer  (rated)  MOS  671C,  These  positions  are  now  being  filled 
by  Majors  and  Captains  and  a  limited  number  of  Warrant  Officers,  depending 
on  the  availability  of  qualified  aircraft  maintenance  trained  personnel 
to  fill  required  vadancies. 

To  sustain  daily  Airmobile  Operations,  Aircraft  Maintenance  must 
be  kept  at  the  highest  level  of  proficiency  and  emphasis  must  be  continued 
to  obtain  qualified  maintenance  supervisors.  Therefore,  validated 
replacements  to  fill  programmed  vacancies  for  maintenance  positions  by 
name,  rank,  and  MOS  should  be  disseminated  down  to  Battalion  level 
sufficiently  far  in  advance  to  preclude  unqualified  personnel  being 
required  to  fill  the  technical  position  of  Aircraft  Maintenance  Officer 
(MOS  64823)  or  Aircraft  Maintenance  Technician  (671C). 
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A  certain  amount  of  degradation  of  unit  effectiveness  resulted 
from  the  rotation  of  officers  between  units  of  the  Battalion  and  from 
the  infusion  program  with  the  1st  Cav  Division  in  an  attempt  to  relieve 
BROS  humps.  The  company  team  then  must  be  retrained,  yet  there  is 
never  an  opportunity  to  stand-down  to  train  this  team  as  a  vhole,  due 
to  operational  corandtments . 

Aerial  photos  are  vital  to  planning  airmobile  operations  and  the 
Battalion  does  not  have  an  organic  aerial  photographic  section.  Aerial 
photos  must  be  requested  through  Field  Forces  Victor  0*2  Air  Section, 
which  takes  seven  to  fourteen  days  for  processing.  Since  average  planning 
time  for  an  airmobile  operation  is  24  to  72  hours,  most  operations  are 
conducted  without  aid  of  aerial  photos.  The  assignment  of  an  aerial  photo 
section  to  the  Aviation  Battalion  would  provide  timely  and  adequate  photo 
coverage. 

Each  commander  of  this  Battalion  is  being  faced  with  an  emerging 
two-headed  monster.  The  one  head  is  operational.  It  has  the  sense  of 
urgency  to  get  the  tactical  job  accomplished.  It  is  the  offensive  spirit 
and  is  combat  oriented  to  exploit  aviation  to  its  limits  in  support  of  the 
man  on  the  ground.  The  other  head  is  somewhat  smaller  at  present  but 
appears  to  be  perceptibly  growing.  It  is  the  peacetime  administrative 
head  and  demands  that  the  proper  format  and  procedure  is  equally  important 
as  combat.  It  contends  that  both  can  be  accomplished  without  one  degrading 
the  other.  This  two-headed  concept  is  best  typified  by  the  type  of 
flying  performed  by  the  Battalion,  Accident  prevention  and  safety, 
natually  is  always  practiced  as  a  part  of  flying.  However,  there  is 
seldom  even  a  fine  line  between  an  aircraft  accident  due  to  combat  and 
non-combat.  Since  many  of  the  missions  performed  are  with  single  aircraft, 
th<°  decision  as  to  whether  the  combat  head  or  the  administrative  head 
rexgns  usually  falls  on. the  shoulder  of  a  young  Warrant  Officer  or 
Junior  Officer. 
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SECEON  XIi  (U)  LESSONS  LEARNED 

FLIGHT  CORRIDORS 

ITMi  Artillery  Flight  Corridor  Clearance* 

DISCUSSION >  Prior  to  each  Battalion  size  airmobile  combat  assault,  coordi¬ 
nates  depicting  the  center  line  of  the  proposed  flight  corridor  are  relayed  to 

higher  headquarters  for  proper  clearance.  However,  on  numerous  oocasgiona _ , 

'  htse  oorridors  were  not  properly  cleared,  thus  resulting  in  some  operational 
delays  and  near  misses,  (inclosure  3>  appendix  B). 

OBSERVATION!  Forwarding  flight  corridor  clearance  requests  to  AAE,  II  Field 
Forces  Victor  has  reduced  many  of  the  previous  problems  encountered. 

MULTIPLE  LANDING  ZONES 

•i. 

ITEMi  Combat  Assaults  into  Multiple  Landing  Zones. 

DISCUSSION!  When  conducting  combat  assaults  into  multiple  landing  zones  co¬ 
ordination  aid  control  is  very  difficult.  Also,  the  requirement  for  armed  heli¬ 
copter  support  is  doubled  or  tripled  in  order  to  properly  prepare  the  LZ(b). 
(Inclosur8  1,  Appendix  B). 

OBSERVATION!  By  utilizing  the  armed  helicopter  platoons  from  the  aML  companies 
to  help  prepare  the  LZ's,  simultaneous  preparation  may  be  accomplished.  The 
armed  helicopters  do  not  escort  the  troop  carriers  all  the  way  back  to  the 
staging  area,  but  release  them  and  pick  them  up  at  the  R.P. 

CH-47  UTILIZATION 

ITEMi  Utilization  of  CH-47  helicopters  in  conjunction  with  UH-1D  troop  carriers 
on  combat  assaults  and  extractions. 

DISCUSSION !  When  conducting  oombat  operations  it  is  not  feasible  to  combine 
CH-47  helioopters  and  UH-1D  troop  carriers  •  Problem  areas  encountered  arei 
(inclosure  3,  Appendix  C) 

1.  Laok  of  proper  communications 

2.  Maneuverability 
3 •  Vulnerability 

4*  Complexity  of  operating  system 

OBSERVATION!  The  CE-47  helicopter  is  ideally  suited  for  roaupply  missions, 
arty  displacement  and  heavy  cargo  carry  after  the  initial  introduction  of  com¬ 
bat  troops  into  the  operational  area.  The  repositioning  of  foroes  from  one 
secure  area  to  another  by  CE-47  is  feasible  and  desirable. 


TROOP  REPOSITIONING 


UEHi  Positioning  troops  near  the  operational  area. 

DISCU33I0Ni  On  numerous  occessione  the.  operational  area  was  looated  a  conside- 
rable  distance  (40-50  nm)  from  the  staging  area.  Long  turn  arounds  result  be¬ 
tween  lifts,  resulting  in  a  higher  risk  for  forces  in  the  objective  area,  and 
prolongs  the  duration  erf  the  conduct  of  the  air  movement  phase. 

• 

OBSERVE ION I  Whenever  possible,  troops  should  be  repositioned  to  a  forward 
intermediate  staging  area  which  will  eleviate  the  lengthy  turn  about  time,  there¬ 
by  achieving  mass  more  quickly  in  the  objective  area,  reducing  risk  and  decreas¬ 
ing  the  time  to  accomplish  the  airmovement.  If  the  intermediate  staging  area  is 
a  prepared  area,  the  repositioning  should  be  accomplished  by  fixed  wing  aircraft 
to  oonserve  the  more  costly  and  critical  helicopter. 

LOSING  ZONE  SELECTION 

jETEKi  Requirements  for  Landing  Zone  Seoection. 

DISCUSSION!  In  many  instances,  the  landing  zones  selected  by  the  ground  elements 
were  not  suitable  for  helioopter  operations.  Ground  units  are  not  cognizant  of 
obstacle  restrictions,  spaoe  requirements,  angles  of  approach  and  departure 
requirements,  (inclosure  5i  appendix  C) 

CtBSERVllPIONs  It  is  mandatory  that  the  hir  Mission  Commander  (or  representative) 
and  the  Airmobile  Force  Commander  jointly  reconnoiter  the  proposed  landing 
zone (8 )  in  the  same  helicopter. 

SPECIAL  WEAPONS 

ITEM!  Utilization  of  Special  Weapons  for  Landing  Zone  Preparation. 

DISCUSSION!  The  Viet  Cong  are  known  to  o are fully  analyze  the  patterns  of  'ur 
airmobile  assaults  in  order  to  devise  oountermeasures.  In  order  to  preclude 
the  stereotype  landing  zone  preparation  whioh  so  often  preceeds  the  introduction 
of  oombat  tcoops  into  the  operational  area,  inovations  must  be  devised  in  order 
to  gain  surprise  and  deceive  the  enemy. 

QBSEBVitTIONi  Special  weapons  and  varied  delivery  techniques  have  been  used  in 
the  landing  zone  prior  to  the  introduction  of  oombat  troops.  Their  effective¬ 
ness  has  been  demonstrated  by  aohieving  enemy  kills,  (.annexes  N  and  P  to  145th 
Mviation  Battalion  SOP  for  iormobile  Operations,  appendix  E). 

M  HELICOPTER  PRESTRIkS 

ITEM*  Utilization  of  himed  Halioopters  to  conduct  the  LZ  prestrike  in  place 
of  Tao  nir  end  Artillery. 

DISCUSSION!  In  order  to  eliminate  the  previously  set  pattern  of  lengthy  LZ 
preparation  the  technique  should  be  varied  in  auoh  a  manner  that  a  rapid,  de¬ 
vastating  pre strike  be  conducted  within  50  seconds  of  the  first  flight  elements 
arrival  in  the  L3.  (Inolosure  8,  appendix  C) 
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ffflfjjKlfty ;.'r TON ,  The  short,  rapid,  devastating  LZ  preparation  achieved  maximum 
surprise  and.is  recommended  when  the  situation  will  permit. 

WHITE  PHOSPHOROUS 


HEKt  Use  of  White  Phosphouous  for  LZ  Preparation. 

DISCUSS IOH i  Hiring  several  landing  zone  preparations  by  Tactical  idx  and 
iptillery,  white  phosphorous  (WP)  was  used.  This  is  very  effoctive  ordnance 
against  ground  troops  and  causes  many  casualties;  however,  it  also  acts  as  a 
screening  agent  and  severely  hinderes  the  forward  visibility  of  the  approaching 
helicopters. 

QBSEKViiTIOht  White  phosphorous  should  not  be  used  when  preparing  an  LZ  for 
the  introduction  of  an  airmobile  force. 

LOCATION  OF  FRIENDLY  FORCES 

ITEM*  ^larking  locations  of  forward  elements  of  Friendly  Forces. 

DISCUSSION  i  During  the  conduct  of  airmobile  assaults  or  extractions  there  is 
a  constant  requirement  for  the  airborne  command  element  to  know  the  location  of 
the  forward  elements  of  friendly  forces  in  order  to  safety  direct  gunahips, 
artillery  or  tactical  air  against  enemy  targets. 

OBSEHYUIOKt  Training  at  company  and  battalion  level  must  constantly  emphasize 
techniques  to  use  and  responsiveness  in  narking  locations. 

GROUND  TACTICAL  PLANNBtG 

ITEMt  Dissemination  of  Ground  Tactical  Plan  of  Supported  Unit. 

DISCISSION i  Prior  to  conducting  an  airmobile  assault  it  is  necessaiy  that  all 
supporting  units  be  throughly  familiar  with  the  aspects  of  the  supported  units 
ground  tactical  plan.  This  must  be  accomplished  so  that  immediate  responsive 
aviation  support  is  available  to  the  ground  commander  during  and  after  the 
airmobile  operation. 

QBSERV.uTlUNt  Overlays  of  the  supported  units  TaOR,  objectives,  and  direction 
of  movement  must  be  provided  to  aviation  units  in  time  to  incorporate  into 
aviation  unit  briefings. 


OFTEN  S 17  E  FIRE 

ITEKi  Fire  Power  Capability  of  UH-1D  and  UE-13  Helicopters. 

DISCUSSION i  The  offensive  fire  technique  has  been  developed  to  strike  known 
or  suspected  enemy  locations,  deny  the  enemy  certain  areas,  and  seal  off  pos~ 
sible  eaoape  routes.  It  is  a  technique  Which  directs  all  available  fire  power 
of  an  airmobile  task  foroe  into  a  speoifio  looation  where  enemy  positions  are 
known  or  suspected.  The  method  of  devastation  is  normally  used  js  th6  departure 
route  from  a  landing  zone .  (annex  h  to  .145th  kvn  Bn  SOP  for  airmobile  Opera¬ 
tions,  Appendix  S). 
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GBSEKVAPIONt  This  teohnique  has  been  very  effective  and  has  accounted  for 
Viet  Cong  confirmed  KB  A. 


STAGING  itREitS 

ITEhi  Landing  Zone  Conditions  During  the  "DRY"  Season. 

DISCUSSION*  The  prevalence  of  hazardous  dusty  conditions  during  the  diy  sea¬ 
son  make  operations  in  and  around  foe  troop  pick-up  sites  very  dangerous. 
Additional  precautions  and  safety  measures  must  be  taken  to  safeguard  against 
mid-air  collisions  and  incidents  which  may  very  easily  occur  in  this  condi¬ 
tion.  ( Inclosure  3,  Appendix  B). 

OBSERVATIONS  additional  personnel  and  equipment  have  been  provided  to  prepare 
adequate  landing  and  staging  areas.  Recently,  two  major  staging  areas  have 
been  improved  sufficiently  enough  to  reduce  this  problem. 

CONVERSING  FLIGHT  ELBhENTS 

ITEIit  Converging  of  Flight  Elements  at  the  Intermediate  Staging  area. 

DISCUSSION «  In  the  interest  of  saving  time  and  fuel  it  haB  been  found  that 
flight  elements  based  at  various  locations  are  capable  of  flyng  directly  to  foe 
intermediate  staging  area  and  linking  up  with  the  remainder  of  the  airmobile 
force.  By.  doing  this,  it  has  enabled  early  completion  of  the  assigned  mission. 
( Inc lo sure  11,  Appendix  C). 

OBSERVATION;  This  technique  has  proven  very  successful  on  several  oecassions 
and  demonstrates  that  an  airmobile  task  force  oan  be  rapidly  assembled  in 
flight. 


UNANNOUNCED  ARTILLERY  FIRE 

ITEM!  Unannounced  Artillery  and  Mortor  Fire  along  the  Blight  Routes. 

DISCUSSION}  Unannounced  artillery  and  mortcr  fire  in  close  proximity  to  pre¬ 
viously  cleared  flight  oorridors  is  a  continuous  hazard  to  flight  and  causes 
delays  in  the  scheduled  air  movement.  Even  though  prior  coordination  has  been 
affected,  a  positive  means  of  communication  must  be  continuous  between  the 
command  and  control  helicopter  and  the  artillery  base  firing  into  the  area  of 
influence,  (inclosure  4,  Appendix  B). 

OBSERVATION!  Positive  oommand  emphasis  has  been  placed  bn  this  matter  and 
two  Aviation  Artillery  Coordination  Centers  (Alee;  are  in  the  process  of  be¬ 
ing  organized  in  III  aRVN  Corps. 

POST  EXTRACTION  3UPHESSI0N 

ITEhi  Suppressing  the  Piok  Up  Site  ter  the  Last  Extraction. 
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DISCUSSION »  After  the  last  troops  and  equipment  arc  lifted  out  of  the  pick  up 
area  during  the  extraction  operation  the  armad  helicopters  providing  overhead 
oover  will  expend  their  remaining  ordnance  in  and  around  the  extraction  site. 
All  avenues  of  approaoh  are  thoroughly  covered  in  order  to  preclude  immediate 
reoocupation  by  the  Viet  Cong,  (inclosure  5>  Appendix  B). 

QBgEKVAfflONt  This  technique  has  proven  very  effective  and  on  one  ocoassion 
Tac  Air  was  directed  on  Viet  Cong  observed  exiting  the  area  after  the  sen®  d 
helicopters  had  completed  the  suppressive  firing  pass* 

LOGISTICAL  JrRESTOCK 

IIEMi  logistical  Pre stock  Points  Stategically  Located  with  III  AHVN  Corps. 

DISCUSSION i  To  preclude  the  possibility  of  having  to  transport  aviation  fuel 
and  ammunition  to  remote  operational  areas,  various  prestook  points  have  been 
strategically  located  at  ABVN  installations  throughout  III  ARVN  Corps.  Until 
recently,  availability  of  aviation  fuel  and  ammunition  has  been  no  problem; 
however,  with  the  introduction  of  additional  U.S.  Army  elements  into  III  AHVN 
Corps,  these  prestock  points  are  slowly  being  eliminated  through  misusage. 

\>  OBSERVATION!  U.S.  aviation  Forces,  other  than  this  Battalion,  staging  from 
III  itKVN  Corps  airfields  where  prestock  points  are  located  must  affect  coordi¬ 
nation  with  III  ARVN  Corps  prior  to  their  usage.  Prestock  should  only  be 
utilised  as  a  last  rosort. 

M  COi'KUNIC  AT IONS 
ITEMi  EM  Radio  Interference. 

DISCUSSION!  Due  to  the  increased  number  of  US  elements  in  HVN  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  communicate  on  IK  frequencies  without  being  blocked  out  by  either 
RVh  or  U.S.  At  the  present  time  units  are  having  to  share  frequencies  due  to 
the  limited  IK  frequencies  available. 

OB aEKVAC ION i  Each  airmobile  battalion  and  company  must  have  its  own  tactical 
,  frequency  whether  it  be  IK  or  VHP. 

I 
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FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 


STANDING  OPERATING  PROCEDURE  145th  Aviation  Battalion 

NO.  6  Bien  Hoa,  RVN 

15  Ms pen  1966 

BATTALION  OPERATIONS  CENTER 


1.  GENERAL: 

a ,  References:  References  and  guidance  for  Battalion  Operations 
Center  activity  are  outlined  in  appropriate  Army,  MACV,  USARV,  1st  (US)  Inf 
Div,  III  Corps,  and  145th  Aviation  Battalion  directives,  regulations,  cir¬ 
culars  training  memorandums  and  standing  operating  procedures. 


b.  Purpose;  To  establish  policies  and  procedures  which  will  fac¬ 
ilitate  the  smooth  and  uniterrupted  functioning  of  the  Battalion  Operations 
Center. 


c.  Mission:  To  receive  and  coordinate  all  tactical  and  admins 
istrrtive  aviation  support  requirements  dissiminated  to  the  Battalion  by  the 
Army  Aviation  Division  of  Field  force,  Vietnam  II  or  the  173rd  Airborne 
Brigade  and  III  ARVN  Corps,  supported  Units. 


d.  Definitions  and  Abbreviations: 


(1)  Flyable  Aircraft  -  Aircraft  in  a  flying  status,  which 

do  not  meet  the  criteria  of  mission  ready  aircraft.  Included  in  this  cate¬ 
gory  are  aircraft  which  have  mission  essential  equipment  either  removed  or 
inoperable.  Also  included  as  flyable  but  not  mission  ready  are  those  air¬ 
craft  requiring  test  flights,  operational  checks,  etc. 

(2)  Mission  Ready  Aircraft  -  Aircraft  immediately  available 
for  mission  deployment  with  all  mission  essential  equipment  installed  and 

folly  operational,  including  Crew. 

(3)  Aircraft  Available  for  Committment  -  The  aircraft  shown 

in  a  mission  ready  posture  capable  of  being  committed  Immediately  in  response 
to  aviation  requirements  from  higher  headquarters.  (Note  -  This  does  not 
include  the  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Aircraft,  staff  aircraft, 
maintenance  aircraft  and  aircraft  requited  by  the  companies  to-  fulfill 
training  requirements  in  order  to  maintain  a  high  state  of  proficiency) . 

(4)  Committed  Aircraft  -  Those  aircraft  that  are  actively 
performing  missions  assigned  by  12th  Aviation  Group  A AD  or  III  Corps. 

(5)  At r  Alert-  Those  aircraft  committed  in  support  of  higher 
headquarters  will  continually  monitor  CApitcl  Center  frequency  and/.-  • 

battalion  control  frequency  in  order  to  rapidly  react  to  an  immediate  recall* 
or  aircraft  will  be  placed  on  station  in  the  air  to  be  responsive  and  opver 
a  particular  operation. 


flffceaoi*  ft 
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(6)  Rasp  Alert-  Aircraft  with  all  components  ihlly  operable, 
in  a  mission  ready  posture  and  an  entire  flight  crew  ready  to  react  witHa 
5  minutes. 

(7)  Villa  Alert-Aviation  Personnel  in  a  mission  ready  posture 
and  capable  of  reacting  to  any  emergency  within  30  minutes.  Aircraft  must 
be  available  and  ready  on  the  ramp. 

(8)  High  Voltage-lndicates  that  an  emergency  exists  in  the  1X1 
Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Designated  aircraft  will  terminate  the  assigned  mission 

as  rapidly  as  possible  and  proceed  with  maximumspeed  to  the  assigned  area, 
refuel, arm,  and  line  up  by  company  element  as  indicated  in  the  Battalion  Air¬ 
mobile  SOP, 

AAE-  Army  Aviation  Element, 

A AD- Army  Aviation  Division, 

AALO-Army  Aviation  Liaison  Officer, 

AAOS-Army  Aviation  Operations  Center, 

80C -Battalion  Operations  Center. 

COC -Combat  Operations  Center. 

DACO-Departure  Airfield  Control  Officer 


(?) 

(10) 

(U) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 


(16)  DTOC-Division  Tactical  Operations  Center 

(17)  OPREP-  5-Operational  Report  Number  3 
(16)  RKDOPS-Unit  Readiness  Report 

(19)  TOC-Tactical  Operations  Center 

i  | 

2.  ORGANIZATION:  The  Battalion  Operations  Center  is  staffed  with  seven 
personnel;  the  OIC  (Assistant  Division  Aviation  Officer  (Major),  three  Duty 

Officers  (Assistant  Division  Liaison  Officers)  (Captains^  one  Operations 
Coordinator  (3p-4),  and  three  Division  Liaison  Team  Sergeants. 

3.  DOTIES  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

a.  OIC,  BOC-Ihe  OIC,  BOC  is  directly  responsible  to  the  Battalion 
S-3  for  all  matters  pertaining  to  daily  battalion  aviation  support  require¬ 
ments.  The  OIC,  BOC  is  also  the  head  of  the  Battalion  Liaison  Section. 
Duties  of  the  OIC,  BOC  include: 

(1)  Supervising  the  daily  mission  scheduling  and  activities  of 
the  Duty  Officer. 
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(2)  Advising  the  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD  and  III  Corps  AAE  of 
battalion  assets  and  capabilities, 

(3)  Insuring  the  equal  and  consistent  assignment  of  missions 
to  subordinate  units  commensurate  with  the  units  capability  and  the  prevail¬ 
ing  tactical  and  operational  situations. 

(4)  Supervising  the  preparation  of  all  outgoing  communications  as 
required.  (Reports,  NOTAMS,  explanatory  directive,  etc.). 

(5)  Coordinating  battalion  +actical  operations  with  other  mission 
requirements. 

(6)  Maintaining  a  current  and  thorough  knowledge  of  aircraft 
requirements  pertinent  to  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  III  Corps,  145th  Avn  Bn  and 
other  units  as  directed  by  FF-V  II,  AAD. 

(7)  Supervising  the  administrative  performance  of  the  Pathfinder. 
Section  (Provisional). 

(8)  Supervising  the  functions  of  the  Operations  Coordinator  to 
insure  the  adequacy  and  preparedness  of  DOC  administration  and  files. 

(9)  Updating  all  reports,  report  formats,  and  reporting  procedures 

as  required. 

(10)  Insuring  the  smooth,  continuous  operation  of  BOC  around  the 

clock. 

(11)  Advising  the  S-3  of  current  changes  or  requirements  appli¬ 
cable  to,  and  affecting  the  operations  of,  BOC. 

b.  Pathfinder  Detachment  Commander  (Provisional):  The  pathfinder 
Detachment  Conmander  (Provisional) Works  under  the  supervision  of,  and  main¬ 
tains  close  coordination  with,  the  OIC,  BOC,  He  is  directly  responsible  to 
the  S-3  for  the  performance  of  pathfinder  operations  but  under  the  admin- 
strative  supervision  of  the  OIC,  BOC  for  day  to  day  routine  operations.  During 
the  conduct  of  tactical  operations,  the  Pathfinders,  Detachment  will  be  employed 
a3  an  integral  part  of  the  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Group.  Duties  of 
the  Pathfinder  Detachment  Commander  are: 

(1)  Advance  Coordination  with  the  S-3,  145th  Avn  Bn,  to  determine 
aircraft  employment,  staging  and  operational  areas,  elements  to  be  airlifted 

and  all  specific  information  pertinent  to  the  planned  operation, 

(2)  Preparation  of  detailed  staging  diagrams, 

(3)  Liaison  with  a  ground  representative  of  the  elements  to  be 


ft 


airlifted 


(4)  Preparation  of  the  staging  area  with  lights,  smoke,  radio 
assistance  and  pathfinder  personnel  as  required, 

(5)  Organisation  of  troops  in  the  loading  zone, 

i 

(6)  Advising  the  S-3  and  Battalion  flight  elements  of  the  tact¬ 
ical  situation  prevailing  in  unsecure  field  locations  (extraction  -staging  • 
sites),  approach  and  departure  routes,  enemy  information,  weather  and  any 

other  info imat ion  about  unforseen  contingencies  which  may  develop, 

(7)  Maintaining  pathfinder  equip®  ment  in  a  high  state  of  read¬ 
iness  and  repair.  (Annex  L  1. 

c,  BUG  Duty  Officer:  To  provide  continuous  and  expedient  aviation 
support  a  Duty  Officer  is  required  to  be  on  duty  in  the  Battalion  Operations 
Center  twenty-four  hours  a  day.  In  order  to  accomplish  this,  three  (3)  Duty 
Officers  are  utilized,  each  fulfilling  a  twenty-four  how  duty  tour  commencing 
at  1200  hours  daily.  His  duties  are: 

) 

(1)  Advising  12th  Avn  Gp  AAD  and  4AE  at  III  Corps  of  battalion 
capabilities  (aircraft  availability), 

(2)  Maintaining  appropriate  records  and  status  daily  as  required, 

(3)  Accepting  and  consolidating  operational  reports  from  units 
within  the  battalion  and  preparing  battalion  reports  for  forwarding  as  required. 

(4)  Recording  and  assigning  all  missions  received  from  the  III 
Corps  AAE,  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  and  AAD  of  FFWII. 

(5)  Monitoring  the  progress  of  individual  missions  and  the 
location  of  all  battalion  aircraft  at  all  times. 

(6)  Initiating  action  on  downed  or  missing  aircraft. 

(7)  Maintain  the  S-3  Daily  Staff  Journal. 

(8)  Maintain  BOC  Situation  Map  of  current  ground  operations, 
naval  gunfire,  downed  aircraft  locations,  etc. 

d.  Operations  Coordinator:  The  Operations  Coordinator  will: 

(1)  Prepare  all  reports  and  stencils  and  initiate  distribution 
of  required  reports  to  higher  headquarters, 

(2)  Keep  all  files  up  to  date. 

(3)  Maintain  flight  records  of  rated  Officers  and  Warrant 
Officers  assigned  to  Headquarters,  145th  Aviation  Battalion. 

(4)  Maintain  expendables  and  office  equipment  as  required. 
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(5)  Maintain  all  equipment  receipted  to  the  BOC  Section. 

(6)  Assist  the  Duty  Officer  in  office  functions. 

4.  SUPPORT  REQUEST  CHANNELS:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  is  assigned  to 
12th  Aviation  Group.  However,  the  battalion  assets  will  be  c omitted  in  direct 
support  of  the  III  ARVN  Corps  and  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  Should  aviation 
requirements  occur  for  units  other  than  III  ARVN  Corps  and  the  173rd  Airborne  ' 
Brigade,  12tfc  Aviation  Group  will  establish  priorities  as  directed  by  FF-VII. 

a.  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD:  Should  an  aviation  requirement  exist 
in  III  ARVN  Corps  or  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigades  Tactical  Area  of  Respons¬ 
ibility  which  is  beyond  the  assets  of  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  a  request 
for  additional  aviation  support  will  be  forwarded  to  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD. 

The  decision  for  the  requested  aviation  support  will  be  made  by  12th  Aviation  . 
Group  AAD.  Normally  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  S-3  will  coordinate  the 
aviation  requirements  with  the  BOC  Duty  Officer. 

b.  Ill  Corps  Missions:  Mission,  requests  from  the  III  Corps  AAE 
are  telephonically  transmitted  to  BOC  daily,  ’Die  requests  are  for  both  the 
III  ARVN  Corps  Divisions  (5th,  10th  and  25th)  and  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade. 
They  will  be  fulfilled  with  the  available  aircraft  from  the  battalion  providing 
12th  Aviation  Group  AAD  does  not  have  higher  priority  aviation  requirements 
for  the  battalion.  Should  aviation  requirements  from  both  agencies  exceed  the 
available  assets,  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD  will  have  priority  over  III  Corps 
mission  requests. 

c.  MACV  Missions:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  does  not  fall  under 
the  operational  control  of  MACV  (A AOS).  Should  a  requirement  exist  to  fulfill 
a  MACV  request,  the  mission  will  be  forwarded  to  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD  who 
in  turn  will  determine  which  aviation  battalion  will  fulfill  the  mission. 

d.  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Missions:  Aviation  requirements  of  a 
tactical  nature  for  the  battalion  will  be  planned,  coordinated,  conducted  and 
controlled  by  the  Air  Mission  Commander  or  his  delegated  representative.  All 
requirements  to  support  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  (ie:  training,  staff, 
courier,  etc.)  will  be  fulfilled  without  jeapordizing  III  Corps  or  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  aviation  requests. 

5.  MISSION  SCHEDULING: 

a.  Availability  Forecast:  Prior  to  1430  hours  daily,  a  forecasted 
report  of  aircraft  availability  for  the  following  day  will  be  renderd  to  BOC 
by  the  companies  within  the  battalion,  ^his  forecast  report  in  turn  will  be 
forwarded  to  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD  and  III  Corps  AAE  prior  to  1500  hours 
where  it  is  used  to  plan  the  following  days  aviation  requirements.  All  III 
Corps  requests  will  be  submitted  to  BOC  by  the  III  Corps  AAE.  Should  the  re¬ 
quirement  exist  to  support  12th  Aviation  Group  A\D  committments,  this  will 
take  priority  over  III  Corps  requests.  In  order  to  oroperly  distribute  the 
missions  to  the  individual  Mission  Sheets  are  utilized  (Annexe  A  and  B). 
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b.  Receiving  end  Assigning  Missions:  Mission  requests  from  III 
Corps  and  12th  Aviation  Group  VI)  will  be  recorded  on  the  Master  Mission  Sheet. 
After  receipt  of  these  missions,  they  will  be  recorded  by  type  aircraft  and 
disseminated  to  the  companies  on  the  individual  mission  sheet  (Annex  B). 

After  submission,  the  Master  Mission  Sheet  and  the  individual  mission  sheets 
are  placed  in  the  appropriate  binder  and  maintained  for  ready  reference  through¬ 
out  the  tour  of  duty.  All  changes  to  previously  scheduled  missions  will  be 
recorded  on  both  the  Master  Mission  Sheet  and  Individual  Mission  Sheet. 

c.  Recording  and  Filing  Missions :  Copies  of  the  Master  Mission 
Sheet  will  be  prepared  in  duplicate  and  made  available  to  the  Battalion  Commander 
and  S-3  prior  to  0030  hours  daily.  At  the  close  of  the  day,  the  Master  Mission 
Sheet  and  individual  mission  sheet  work  copies  will  be  consolidated,  filed  and 
retained  for  a  period  of  thirty  days, 

6.  REPORTS: 

a.  Daily  Staff  Journal  (DA  Fora  1594):  The  completed  journal,  which 
is  the  official  record  of  actions  and  conmunicationa,  will  be  submitted  to  S-3* 
145th  Avn  Bh  no  later  than  0830  hours  daily.  This  report  will  reflect  a  twenty- 
four  hour  period  from  0700  «to  0700  daily.  Upon  completion  of  review  this  form 
is  teturned  to  BOC  and  placed  under  confidential  cover  for  permanent  retention, 

(Annex  C  ). 

b.  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Aircraft  Committment  Report  (145th  Avn 
Bn  Fora  4)1  The  daily  status  of  all  assigned  aircraft  by  unit  and  type  in 
support  of  III  AHFN  Corps,  173rd  Abn  Bde,  MACV  and  the  145th  Avn  Bh  is  shown 
cn  this  report.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  BCJ  Duty  Officer  to  prepare 
this  report  prior  to  0830  each  morning.  The  report  is  Confidential,  marked 
accordingly,  prepared  in  triplicate  and  distributed  as  follofws: 

(1)  Original  -  Battalion  Commander. 

(2)  Copy  -  Battalion  S-3. 

(3)  Copy  -  File. 

*he  file  copy  ia  retained  in  BOC  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  after  which  it  Is 
destroyed.  (Annex  D  ). 

c.  0 PREP-5  (Daily;  Results  and  ighlights) :  A  daily  report  submitted 
to  agencies  as  indicated  below.  The  report  is  a  narrative  of  the  previous 

day  *8  aviation  highlights.  It  details  company  sised  or  larger  operations,  etc, 

A  negative  report,  if  appropriate,  is  required.  The  text  of  the  report  is 
prepared  by  the  0IC  BOC  by  0900  hours  daily  and  forwarded  to  the  S-3  for  review 
and  approval.  (Annex  B  ).  After  action  has  been  taken  by  the  S-3,  the  re¬ 
port  is  distributed  as  follows: 

(1)  Original  -  Commanding  Officer,  12th  Avn  Grp  (S-3)  AVAW-SC 

(2)  Copy  -  Commanding  Qoneral,  USAS!  ATTN:  AVAV 

(3)  Copy  -  Commanding  Ooeeral,  FF7  II  ATTN:  AAR-T0C 

(4)  Copy  - 

(5)  Copy  -  File 
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d.  Sorties  and  Hours  Fliwn  in  Support  of  Combat  Operation  (145th 
Avn  Bn  Form  6)  :  Used  whenever  the  145th  Avr>  Bn  is  involved  in  providing 
prolonged  aviation  support  to  either  US  or  7N  ground  forces*  Also  implemented 
at  the  specific  request  of  the  S-3  to  provide  necessary  docunentation  for  the 
preparation  of  other  related  reports  and  statistics  maintained  by  3-3*  The 
required  information  contained  in  this  report  will  be  forwarded  from  the  com¬ 
panies  to  BOC  at  the  close  of  each  day's  flying  activity*  The  BOC  Duty  Officer 
will  record  the  information  on  145th  Avn  Bn  Form  8*  *his  report  will  be  attach¬ 
ed  to  the .  BOC  copy  of  the  daily  OPHEP  -5  and  made  available  upon  request. 

(Annex  F  ) , 

e.  0 PREP-5  Report  (Weekly) :  This  is  a  comprehensive  and  detailed 
summary  of  ail  aviation  activities  from  all  units  within  the  battalion  which 
occur ed  in  the  space  of  one  week*  It  is  compiled  every  Thursday  evening  by 
the  BOC  Duty  Officer  who  receives  the  necessary  information  from  the  individual 

-  units  within  the  battalion*  The  report  is  broken  down  into  four  sections  j  two 

l  >  for  fixed  wing  aircraft,  one  for  rotary  wing  aircraft,  and  one  idlieh  applies  to 
both*  Pinal  preparation  is  completed  the  following  morning  and,  after  review 
by  the  S-3,  the  report  is  telephonically  submitted  to.  32th  gvn  Grp  (Annas  G). 
Distribution  of  the  report  is  as  follows: 

(1)  Original  -  12th  Grp  (AAD)  (Action) 

(2)  Copy  -  III  Corps  (Info) 

(3)  Copy  -  145th  Avn  Bn  S-3  (Info) 

(4)  Copy  -  File  (Info) 

The  file  copy  is  retained  for  a  period  of  one  year. 

f.  95-5  Checklist  (145th  Avn  Eh  Form  7):  This  report  is  required 
(  only  when  a  unit  of  the  battalion  i#  placed  in  support  of  an  operation  the 

145th  Avn  3*  is  otherwise  not  supporting.  The  item  provides  the  battalion 
headquarters  with  information  regarding  the  number  of  aircraft  involved,  area 
of  operations,  unit  to  be  supported,  etc.  It  will  be  submitted  by  the  unit 
involved  as  soon  as  the  necessary  information  becomes  available.  (Annex  H  )  • 

g.  Downed  Aircraft  Report  (USABff  Form  195):  All  information  con¬ 
tained  on  this  report  is  telephoned  to  BOC  by  th*  unit  involved, 

U  pon  receipt  of  this  information  it  will  be  distributed  to  the  agencies  list¬ 
ed  at  the  top  of  the  form,  ( Annex  I  ) . 

h.  Unsatisfactory  Mission  Report  (145th  Avn  Bn  Form  5):  If#  during 
the  conduct  of  an  aviation  support  mission,  it  is  frit  that  aircraft  utili¬ 
sation  waa  not  proper,  this  form  should  be  completed  and  forwarded  to  BOC 
within  twenty-four  hours  of  the  misutilisatlon  incident.  It  is  the  aircraft 
(Mission)  Commander's  reaponibility  to  file  the  report  with  his  unit  operat¬ 
ions  officer  who  will  in  turn  forward  it  to  BOC/  The  report  will  be  forwarded 
by  BOC  to  the  3-3  for  further  action.  (Annex  JL). 

/ 
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1.  REDOPS  Report:  The  REDOPS  Report  Is  a  dally  report  required 
by  CG,  PP-VII.  It  provides  FF-VII  and  higher  headquarters  with  essential 
information  necessary  to  exercise  command  and  operational  control.  Essenti¬ 
ally,  the  report  reflects  the  operational  readiness  of  a  unit  based  upon 
throe  criteria!  personnel,  major  items  of  authorised  equipment  on  hand  (air¬ 
craft),  and  major  items  of  equipment  operationally  ready.  A  master  copy  of 
the  report  is  maintained  in  BOC  and  at  PP-VII  COG.  Since  the  report  is  a 
status-type  report,  changes  by  line  item  only  are  required,  ^he  companies 
will  phone  the  changes  to  BOC  by  line  number  every  evening  prior  to  2200  hours. 
The  Duty  Officer  will  record  the  changes  on  the  master  copy  (on  acetate)  and 
relay  the  consolidated’  reports  to  FF-VII  COC  between  2300  hours  and  0200  hours 
daily.  In  addition  to  recording  the  changes  on  acetate,  the  Duty  Officer  will 
record  changes  on  the  Daily  Journal  (DA  Pom  1594)  for  permanent  record  (Annex 
K  ). 


7.  SPECIAL  PROCEDURES: 

a.  Downed  or  Missing  Aircraft':  All  rescue  and  recovery  operations 
involving  downed  145th  Avn  Bn  aircraft  will  be  coordinated  through  145th  Avn 
BOC.  For  this  purpose,  BOC  will  schedule  daily  emergency  standby  aircraft  to 

be  available  for  immediate  reaction  to  any  notification  of  aircraft  in  distress. 
Although  primarily  concerned  with  145th  Avn  Bn  aircraft,  BOC  will  remain  pre¬ 
pared  to  react  to  any  downed  aircraft  emergency  which  may  arise  in  the  III 
Corps  area.  This  includes  augmenting  USAF  Rescue  Facilities  with  fire  team  es¬ 
cort  if  requested.  In  coping  with  emergencies  of  this  nature,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  rapid  arrival  of  rescue  and/or  aircover  aircraft  at  the 
scene  will  often  determine? the  successful  recovery  of  crew  members.  Therefore, 
minutes  will  not  be  wasted  determining  who  goes  after  whom.  The  following 
steps  will  be  taken  on  notification  of  downed  aircraft: 

(1)  Assemble  emergency  aircraft  with  armed  escort. 

(2)  Notify  aero-medical  evacuation  facilities,  if  necessary. 

(3)  Coordinate  with  III  Corps  AAE  to  obtain  TAC  USAF  aircraft 
for  overhead  cover. 

(4)  Coordinate  with  III  Corps  AAE  to  provide  security  of  the 
site  with  ground  forces,  if  necessary. 

(5)  Notify  designated  organizations  of  all  knewn  information. 

(6)  Notify  Capitol  Center  and  request  any  additional  assistance 

required, 

(7)  Contact  56th  Transportation  Company  for  recovery  CH-47 
Helicopter  support  (as  required), 

b.  Aero-medical  Evacuation:  All  medical  evacuation  requests  will 
normally  be  processed  through  III  Corps  TOC.  However,  in  many  instances  BOC 
will  be  required  to  effect  necessary  action.  Should  this  occur,  notify  the 
57th  Medical  Detaohmont*  telephone  AD  4124.  The  priorXti***  a? medical  evacu¬ 
ation  are  aa  follows: 


(1)  Urgent  -  Casualty  must  be  removed  imaediately.. 

(2)  Priority  -  Casualty  must  be  removed  within  twenty-four  hours. 

(3)  Routine  -  Casualty  must  be  removed  within  seventy-two  hours. 

c.  Alert  Plans:  In  accordance  with  current  plans,  BOO  will  serve  to 
maintain  coordination  and  collect  operational  status  reports  for  the  CO,  145th 
Avn  Bn.  During  alerts,  (practice  or  actual)  the  Duty  Officer  remains  at  the 
desk  and  maintain  ccomunications  with  higher  headquarters  and  subordinate  units. 
He  records  all  actions  taken  in  the  Journal  to  include  the  status  reports  which 
will  be  called  in  to  80C  by  the  subordinate  units. 

(1)  During  duty  hours:  The  Duty  Officer  will  receive  instructions 
from  the  3-3  or  the  OIC,  BOC. 

(2)  After  duty  hours:  The  Duty  Officer  will  receive  notification 
of  the  alert  from  the  Off icer-of-th e-Day.  He  will  then  notify  the  S-3  and  the 
OIC,  BOC,  and  subordinate  units  in  that  order.  (The  off-duty  BOC  personnel  will 
only  be  notified  in  the  case  of  an  actual  alert).4 

d.  Naval  Gunfire:  Within  III  Corps  Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility 
several  different  coastal  areas  have  been  designated  as  Naval  Gungire  Areas. 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  12th  Aviation  Group  AAD  to  notify  this  headquarters  \ 
when  naval  gunfire  is  underway.  The  BOC  Duty  Officer  will  in  turn  notify  all 
companies  within  the  battalion  of  the  naval  gunfire  location.  (All  areas  are 
listed  on  the  situation  map  and  numbered.  When  calling  naval  gunfire  to  the 
surborinate  units  the  number  reference  system  will  be  used). 

8.  COMMUNICATIONS: 

a.  Hot  Lines:  145th  Comno  Section  will  maintain  ccomunications  with 
all  subordinate  units.  In  addition,  Hot  Lines  will  be  maintained  to  12th  Avn 
Grp  A  AD,  HI  Corps  TOC,  Capitol  Canter  and  other  agencies  and  facilities  as 
may  become  necessary. 

b.  125th  ATC  (Captiol  Center) :  The  flight  following  system  currently 
in  effect  will  be  utilised  to  provide  communications  with  aircraft  on  missions 
and  to  augnent  coordination  of  operational  requirements.  The  direct  line  to 
Capitol  Center  will  be  maintained  for  this  purpose. 

c.  Class  "A"  Telephone:  The  Class  "A '  and  /or  coomereial  telephone 
system  will  be  used  to  augnent  communications  as  necessary.  However,  it  should 
be  kept  in  mind  that  this  system  is  both  insecure  and  unreliable,  and  that  maxi¬ 
mum  use  of  the  Hot  Line  system  is  preferred.  When  the  Claes  HAN  (bone  must  be 
used  in  connection  with  an  emergency  (downed  aircraft,  etc.),  +he  operator  will 
be  eo  informed  and  a  priority  will  be  granted. 
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Annex  "A"  (Master  Mission  Sheet)  To  lA>ih  Iriaiion  isHtallbn  SOP  '.o  6 
III  Corps  UH-1  MISSIONS  FOR 

%,■  Emergency  Standby 


WNFIHSNTIAh 
(When  Ccoplefted) 


MISSIONS 


Platoon 


Annex  "B "(Individual  Mission  Sheet)  To  345th  Aviation  Battalion  SO?  Mo*  6 


RECALL 


MSN  NUMBER 


NO  &  TYF  5  A/C  IJK-1D 


FFV-IX. 


Ill  CORPS 


MISSION  RECEIVED  91: 


AIRCRAFT  REPORT  TO: 


A/C  TAIL  NUMBER. 


DATE 


.UH-IB(A) 


UH-1B 


Jf w 


REQUESTING  AGENCY: 
I45TH  STAFF _ 


_BOC/DO_ 


(Units  Opns  Rep.  -  Tine) 


(Location) 


(Beginning  -  Release  fiml 


AIRCRAFT  COMMANDER  REPORT  TO: 

■ 

MISSION  CHANGES : 


(IndivicJual"  or  Office  V 


REMARKS  AND  SPECIAL  INSTRUCTIONS: 
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22.  ter  rn  iftyr  u  Itejb; 


V2 
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Forjf  to  -  v 

DA  1  Hot  62  1594  |  previous  edition  of  this  form  i«  obsolete 


mBL  M£" 

jaaus-i 


iOJWP 


*5) 


(Dally)  Ta 


JOUrr  MBSSAGSFOHM  *  CONTINUATION 
PROKt 


345th  ‘vlation  Battalion  SOP  No, 

v 

1  SBtURtof  CLASSIFICATION 


6 
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JOQST 
14  Col 


(When  completed) 


OPBEP  5  (WEEK  OF _ TO  19 

SECTION  HI  RECON  (Fixed  Wing  Only) 

N-l  NUMBER  OF  SORTIES  BT  TYPE  AIRCRAFT  FUNCTION 


E 

F 

G 

H  • 

SLAR 

RDF/ 

FAC 

OTHER 

i 

El  EC 

(SPECIFY) 

USA»  row  265  (4  M.  66)  (MM)  ao^to^u.  (WMn  *,***) 


i 

! 

i 

i 


APO  96227 

UNSATISFACTOST  MISSION  REPORT 


(A) 

DATE 

(B) 

UNIT  MAKING  REPORT 

(C) 

NUMBER  AND  TYPE  A/C 

<D) 

A/C  CMDR,  FIRE  TEAM  or  FLIGHT  LDR 

(E) 

UNIT  SUPPORTED 

(F) 

SCHEDULED  REPORTING  TIME  AND  PLACE 

(G) 

ACTUAL  REPORTING  Til® 

(H) 

TIKE  RELE  ASED 

(I) 

TOTAL  FLYING  HOURS 

(J) 

MISSION  (INCLUDE  MSN  NUMBER) 

(K)  WAS/taE  A/C  or  FIRE  TEAM  TJEF5ED  UPON  ARRIVAL 

(L)  PR03LEMS  ENCOUNTERED  ON  MISSION  (HE  SPE;IFIC 


A 


(M)  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT, 


CONFII{  JIAL  (>fhen  Completed) 


108050 

Decontaminating  Apparatus  Portable  l£  Qt 

2 

•  2 

loam 

Dectector,  Kit  Chvical  Agent  VGH 

1 

1 

222752 

Compass,  Magnetic  Lensatic  1,58 

In.  Ola.  Card 

15 

12 

232940 

Flashlight,  Plastic  right  angle  2  cell 
miniature  flange  lamp  waterproof 

15 

12 

231941 

Flashlight,  Plastic  baton  TY  2  cell 
miniature  flange  lamp  waterproof 

22 

16 

24909300 

Light  Set,  marker  landing  &  drop  sone 

4 

4 

259900 

Protractor,  Semlcirc  plastic  6  in  dia 

1-2  deg  grad 

2 

2 

401248 

Binocular,  6x30  military  reticle 

3 

3 

94469600 

Rifle,  5.56  XM  16  -  E  -  1 

15 

12 

457110 

Trailer,  amphibious  Cargo  1/4  ton  2  wheel 

1 

1 

457190 

Trailer,  Cargo  3/4  ton  2  wheel 

1 

1 

461790 

TRUCK,  Utility  1/4  ton  4x4 

1 

1 

460080 

TRUCK,  Cargo  3/4  ton  4x4  w/wn 

1 

1 

465380 

Watch,  wrist,  grade  11 

15 

12 

529100 

Goggles,  sun  2  plastic  lens  1  colorless 

1  polarised  green 

15 

12 

450500 

Panel,  marker  aerial  liasion  nylon  6  ft 
long  2  ft  wide 

62 

62 

605470 

Beacon,  AN/CEK  -  1  AN/CBX-1 

4 

4 

609625 

Charger,  radiac  detector  FPA578/PD 

2 

2 

634670 

Radiaemeter,  IM-93/UD 

15 

12 

634675 

Repair  kit,  tentage 

6 

6 

643100 

Radio  set,  AN/VRC  -  53 

2 

2 

660060 

Reel,  equipment  DL-11 

2 

2 

66509*0 

Signal  lamp,  equipment  SE-11 

10 

10 

668160 

Real,  Cable  dr-8 

2 

2 

678260 

Telephone  set,  TA-312/PT 

4 

4 

697839 

Wind  measuring  set,  AN/FMQ  -  3 

10 

10 

698390 

Wire,  wd-l/TT  MX  306/G 

6 

6 

698535 

Splicing  kit,  telephone  cable  MK-356/G 

1 

1 

960010 

Antenna,  AR-791 

4 

4 
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Distribution: 

1  each  Company,  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
1  S~3,  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
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145TH  aviation  battalion 

APO  San  Francisco  963^7 


2  February  1966 


AVA W-FC 

SUBJECT!  After  Action  Beport,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operations  82-65 » 
82-65AA,  and  2-66 


TOi  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco 

"  96345 

Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco 

96307 

Senior  Advisor,  III  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96227 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION! 


Battalion  Headquarters > 


145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 


b.  1st  Flight  Element!  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  Battalion* 

11  UH-1D  Helioopters 
5  0H-1B  (Aimed}  Helicopters 
1  0H-1B  (Maint)  Helioopter 


A  CdApany,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion* 


11  UH-LD  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helioopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helioopter 


116th  Aviation  Company* 


12  UH-1D  Helioopters 
5  UH-1B  (Aimod)  Helioopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helioopter 


118th  Aviation  Company* 


10  IB- IB  Helioopters 
5  0H-1B  (Armed}  Helioopters 
1  OH- IB  (Maint)  Helioopter 


f .  5th  ELiaht  Element i  A  Company,  let  Aviation  Battalion! 

11  TJH-1D  Helicopters 
5  U3-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  OH-’UB  (Maint)  Helicopter 

g.  Support  Elemonti 

145th  Aviation  battalion  Communications  Section 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  ^Air  Ambulance)  (-) 

2.  MISSION!  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  air  movement,  armed 
helicopters,  radio  relay,  and  surveillance  support  to  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne 
Brigade  for  ground  convoy  cove^-and'-the  aii  movement  to  a  forward  staging 
site,  (LZ  WHISKEY ,  vicinity  0^  Bao  Tri|)  00c  dir.-'tas  XT  545048)  for  three 
Battalions  (1st  Battalion  Royal  Austr  lian  Regiment,  and  the  1st  and  2nd 
Battalions  of  the  503rd  Airborne  Infa  ry)j  thereafter,  conducted  three 
airmobile  combat  assarts  into  wree  .  tiding  zone^  t  LZ  VODLu.  (coordinates. 

XT  450008)  with  the  1/503  Infantry,  LZ  SCOTCH  (coordinates  XT  485C42)  with 
the  l/RAR,  LZ  WINE  (coordinates  XS  5359^  )  with  tin  2/50,  Infantry  beginning 
OIO63O  January  1966;  and  prepared  to  7  if:  a  reaction  force  into  designated 
LZ's  within  three  hours. 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS! 
a.  1-2  Jan  66 

(l)  The  145th  Aviation  I attain  n  supported  t-.is  operation  in 

four  phases! 

PHASE  Ii  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  assembled  trocc 
carriers,  aimed  helicopters,  and  the  necessary  Command  and  Control  elements 
at  the  Bien  Hoa  staging  area  (SNAKEPK)  under  the  hours  of  darkness  for 
final  briefing  and  organization  for  combat. 

H&SE  Hi  The  initial  air  movement  oonaiBted  of  a  repositioning 
of  three  battalions  of  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade  to  LZ  WHISKEY.  The 
landing  zone  was  secured  by  elements  of  the  25th  AKVN  Division  and  +  >  landings 
were  unopposed  and  without  incident. 

PHASE  IIIi  The  145th  Ayiation  Battalion  executed  two  earnest 
assaults  into  LZ  VODKA.  The  1st  3attalicn,  5°3rd  Airborne  Infantry,  was 
lifted  from  LZ  WHISKEY  into  LZ  VODKA  and  presented  no  major  problems* 


5/ 


Initial  identification  of  the  landing  zone  was  difficult  due  to  the  numerous 
canals,  pineapple  g  roves,  and  similar  looking  rioe  paddies  in  the  area*  Light 
sniper  fire  was  received  by  all  flight  elements  during  approaches  and  departures 
to  LZ  VODKA.  This  landing  zone  had  been  prepared  for  the  combat  assault  with 
friendly  artillery,  tactical  air,  and  armed  helicopters*  Phase  IH  continued 
with  2  combat  assaults  into  LZ  SCOTCH  with  the  1st  Battalion,  Royal  Australian 
Regiment.  These  oombat  assaults  were  exeouted  smoothly  with  no  ground  fire 
being  received*  Friendly  artillery  prepared  LZ  SCOTCH  for  10  minutes}  however, 
the  fire  was  ineffective  as  it  did  not  strike  around  the  periphery  of  the  LZ* 
Most  of  the  rounds  fell  at  least  400  meters  southwest  of  4b»  Intended  target* 
During  this  phase  of  the  operation  5  troop  carriers  were  dispatohod  back  to 
LZ  WHISKEY  to  airlift  50  additional  troops  to  LZ  VODKA*  This  was  aborted, 
however,  due  to  insufficient  fuel  remaining  to  orbit  while  artillery  units 
completed  a  firing  mission  in  the  vioinity  of  the  landing  zone*  Armed 
helicopters  of  the  197th  Aviation  Company  supported  ground  elements  of  the 
1st  Battalion,  503rd  Airborne  Infantry  during  their  ground  attaok  on  enemy 
positions  after  their  combat  assault  landing.  Troop  carriers  were  defUeled 
to  1100  lbs  due  to  density  altitude  and  to  allow  a  sufficient  aircraft  handling 
safety  margin. 

HCASE  IV t  The  143th  Aviation  Battalion  oontinued  the  operation 
{,  /  on  2  January  I966  by  airlifting  the  2nd  Battalion,  503rd  Airborne  Infantry 

from  LZ  WHISKEY  into  LZ  WINE  beginning  020800  January  1966*  During  the  first 
combat  assault  into  LZ  WINE  moderate  automatic  weapons  and  small  arms  fire 
was  received  by  all  flight  elements*  In  order  to  lesson  the  exposure  of  the 
flight  elements  to  the  hostile  fire  the  landing  direction  was  changed  for 
the  second  lift*  This  allowed  taotical  air  to  continue  strikes  against  enemy 
positions  on  the  immediate  southern  periphery  of  the  landing  zone*  One  aircraft 
from  the  116th  Aviation  Company  received  hits  from  hostile  fire  and  one  door 
gunner  was  wounded*  The  197th  Aviation  Company's  armed  aircraft  remained  on 
station  providing  overhead  a  over  and  assisting  the  ground  commander  as  required* 


KM* 


\ n a  w 


010615  Jan  66 
0600 
0700 
0720 
0605 

0830-0915 

0935 

1020 

1045-U30 

1150 

1240 

1300-1345 

1405-1410 

1405-1410 

1410-1420 

1425 

1453 


Final  Briefing 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Re inf)  closed  SHAKEPIT 
145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf )  departed  SNAKEP3T 
1st  Landing  LZ  WHISKEY  (I/503) 

2nd  Landing  LZ  WHISKEY  (1/503) 

145th  Avn  Dn  refueled  and  departed  Dien  Hoa 
3rd  Landing,  LZ  WHISKEY  (l/EAR) 

4th  Landing,  LZ  WHISKEY  (l/RAR) 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  and  departed  LZ  WHISKEY 
5th  Landing,  LZ  WHISKEY  (2/503) 

6th  Landing,  LZ  WHISKEY  (2/503) 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  and  departed  Bien  Hoa 

Tao  Air  prestrike,  LZ  VODKA 

145th  Avn  Dn  arrived  and  departed  Bien  Hoa 

Arty  Prep,  LZ  VODKA 

1st  Landing,  LZ  VODKA 

2nd  Landing,  LZ  VODKA 
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1515-1545 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  and  departed  Bien  Hoa 

1535-1605 

Tac  Air  Prestrike,  LZ  SCOTCH 

1605-1615 

Arty  Prep,  LZ  SCOTCH 

1615-1620 

Armed  helicopter  prestrike,  LZ  SCOTCH 

1620 

1st  Landing,  LZ  SCOTCH 

I65O 

2nd  Landing,  LZ  SCOTCH 

1715 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Eg inf )  arrived  Bien  Hoa,  refueled 
and  released 

020630  Jan  66 

145th  Avn  Bn  closed  SNAKEPIT 

O645 

Pinal  Briefing 

0725 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  departed  Bien  Hoa 

0715-0745 

Tac  Air  prestrike,  LZ  WINE 

0745-0755 

Arty  prep,  LZ  WINE 

0745 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  LZ  WHISKEY 

one 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  LZ  WHISKEY 

0755-0800 

Armed  helicopter  prestrike,  LZ  WINE 

0600 

1st  Landing,  LZ  WINE  (2/503  Inf) 

2nd  Landing,  LZ  WINE  (2/503  Inf) 

O83O 

0900 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  and  were  released  at  Bien  Hoa 

(2.)  Supporting  this  operation,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
committed  95  rotory  wing  and  one  fixed  wing  aircraft  flying  a  total  of  395 
hours  and  925  combat  sorties. 

d.  3  Jan  66  a 

(l)  The  173*cl  (US)  Airborne  Brigade  continued  search  and  destroy 
operations  against  Viet  Gong  foroes,  supplies,  and  installations  by  conducting 
airmobile  assaults  from  LZ  VODKA  to  LZ  SOB*,  vicinity  coordinates  XS  535935. 
Pour  lifts  were  required  to  airlift  one  Battalion  (l/503rd)  into  the  landing 
zone.  The  operation  was  initiated  at  1100  hours  and  was  completed  at  1230 
hours.  Light  ground  fire  was  received}  no  airoraft  wore  hit  and  no  casualties 
wore  reported. 


c 

1000 

1015 

1045 

1050-1130 

1100 

1130-1140 

1153 

1140-1145 

1145 

1200 

1215 

1230 

1230 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  dosed  Bien  Eoa  (SNAKBPTf) 

Pinal  Briefing 

Pathfinder  reported  LZ  VODKA 

Tac  Air  pre strike,  LZ  SODA 

145th  Avn  Bn  departod  Bion  Hoa 

Arty  prep,  LZ  BODA 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived,  loaded  troops,  and 
departed  LZ  VODKA 

Aimed  helioopter  preatriko,  LZ  SODA 
1st  Landing,  LZ  SODA 
2nd  Landing,  LZ  SODA 
3rd  Landing,  LZ  SODA 
4th  Landing,  LZ  30JA 

Hisaicn  completed  and  flight  elements  released 


SC 


(2)  In  support  of  this  operation  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
committed  58  helicopters  and  flew  84*9  hours  and  200  sorties. 

o.  5  Jan  66 1 

(l)  The  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade  continued  its  operations 
against  Viet  Cong  forces  with  one  Battalion  (1/503)  conducting  airmobile 
assaults  into  two  landing  zones,  LZ  NORTH  (coordinates  XT  46 203 8)  and 
LZ  SOUTH  (coordinates  XT  457030).  The  plan  oalled  for  the  simultaneous 
landings  of  two  flight  elements  in  separate  landing  zones  with  elements  of 
the  I/5O3  Airborne  Infancy  Battalion.  The  troops  were  picked  up  at  landing 
Zone  VODKA  and  the  flight  elements  conducted  a  forming  turn  in  order  to 
coordinate  the  simultaneous  landings  in  the  two  LZ's.  The  pickup,  forming 
turns,  and  approach  were  executed  perfectly,  and  utilizing  their  organic 
turned  aircraft  the  flight  elementsv  suppressed  their  way  into  the  landing 
zones  aa  planned.  Two  lifts  were  performed  in  this  manner  with  light  fire 
being  received  on  the  departure  route  after  the  second  landing.  All  flight 
elements  returned  to  home  station  and  were  placed  on  a  one  hour  alert  to 
airlift  reserve  fordes  or  conduct  an  extraction  on  order. 


O5O63O  Jan  66 

O7O5 

0745 

0800-0820 

0818 

0820-0825 

0825-0830 

0830 

0830 

0838 

0838 

0915-1000 

1000-1500 

1630-1800 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 

Final  Briefing  ,  SHAKE  PIT  » 

HSth  Avn  Bn  olosdd  SNAKEPET 
"PAihfindor  reported'  to  LZ  VODKA 
Tac  Air  prep,  14 '3  NORTH  &  SOUTH 
145th  Avn  Bn  arrives  LZ  VODKA 
Arty  prep,  LZ's  NORTH  &  SOUTH 
Aimed  helicopter  prestrikes,  LZ'a  NORTH  &  SOUTH 
1st  Aslt  Landing,  LZ  NORTH 

1st  Aslt  Landing,  LZ  SOUTH 

2nd  Aslt  Landing,  IZ  NORTH 

2nd  Aslt  Landing,  LZ  SOUTH 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  at  Bien  Hoa 
On  standby  for  commitment  of  reserves 
Extracted  l/503rd  Abn  Inf}  145th  Avn  3a  released 


(2)  IXtring  this  portion  of  the  operation  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  committed  46  helicopters  and  'lew  49*3  hours  and  167  sorties. 


4.  aemutestration  and  logistics* 


a.  Supply* 


(l)  On  1  January  1 986.4.  rearming  and  refueling  of  aircraft 
was  conducted  at  Bien  Hoa  and  Duo  Hoa*  Troop  oarxior  aircraft  refueling 
at  Bien  Hoa  required  36,456  gallons  of  JP/4  while  armed  aircraft  refueling 
at  JXw  Hoa  required  12,350  gallons  of  JP/4. 


5? 


—  (2)  Rofueliiit  on  2  January  1966  was  conducted  at  Bion  Hoa 

for  the  initial  refueling,  requiring  1,2<X  gallons  of  Jp/4*  Refueling  for 
troop  carriers  was  conducted,  at  Tail  Son  Shut  Air  base  requiring  9*375  gallons} 
Armed  aircraft  refueled  at  Due  ilea  using  12,460  gallons  of  The  continuing 

operation  required  that  2  men  and  pumping  units  remain  on  station  at  Due  Hoa* 

(3)  itc fueling  or.  3  January  1966  required  1,200  gallons  of  J?/4* 
Upon  completion  of  the  operation,  another  refueling  operation  was  conducted 
requiring  6,000  gallons  of  JP/4 • 

(4)  Refueling  operations  were  Conducted  at  Bien  Hoa  on  5  January 
1966  before  and  after  completion  cf  the  operation.  Armed  aircraft  refueled 

at  J)uc  Hoa*  A  total  of  6,000  gallons  of  JF/4  fuel  was  used  at  both  sites. 

b.  Maintenance*  The  following  aircraft  experienced  maintenance 
problems  or  combat  damage. 

(1)  118th  Aviation  Company* 

(a)  UH-1D,  SR  63-8675,  received  bullet  damage.  Aircfaft 
continued  mission  and  was  repaired  at  home  station  after  tho  lift. 

(b)  UH-1D,  SN  63-8597.  was  inspected  and  found  to  have 
a  leaking  servo.  Aircraft  was  flown  to  home  station  and  servo  replaced. 

(c)  UH-1D,  SR  64-13714,  received  bullet  damage  to  skid 
and  right  door.  Aircraft  continued  mission  and  was  repaired  at  home  station 
upon  completion  of  theoperation* 

(2)  6dth  Aviation  Company* 

UH-1B,  SN  64-I4O95 ,  received  one  round  of  small  arms  fire 
through  the  main  rotor  blade  on  final  approach  to  a  L2>.  The  aircraft  was 
flown  to  home  station  and  the  blade  repaired. 

(3)  A  Company,  50lst  Aviation  Battalion* 

(a)  UH-iD,  SN  64-13712,  failed  to  start  prior  to  departure 
for  the  lift.  Aircraft  inspection  revealed  the  exciter  box  was  inoperative. 
Exciter  box  was  replaced  and  aircraft  was  returned  to  a  flyable  status. 

(b)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13563,  experienced  loss  cf  power  and  low 
lhM  on  take  off  from  Bion  Hoa.  Aircraft  was  returned  to  Bien  Hoa  and  repair 
was  of footed. 


(4)  197th  Aviation  Company* 

OH- IE,  SN  63-13949 »  and  SN  6 >>13974# -aircraft  received 
minor  bullet  damage  during  low  level  reconnaissance.  Aircraft  continued 
tho  mission  and  were  repaired  at  home  station  upon  return* 


(5)  "a"  Company ,  82nd  Aviation  Dattaliem 

(a)  TJil-lD,  SK  unknown,  received  round  through  main  rotor 
blade*  Aircraft  returned  to  l66th  Transportation  Detachment  for  repairs. 

(b)  Two  UH-lD's  SN  \mkncwn,  received  skid  damage  due  to 
small  arms  fife.  No  major  damage  was  caused  and  aircraft  continued  mission. 

c.  Medical! 

(1)  The  Battalion  Flight  Surgeon  overflew  the  fli$it  routes  and 
landing  zones  throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  The  93rd  Medical  Detachment  ambulance  was  on  continual 
standby  at  the  Snakepit. 

(3)  Two  casualties  from  197th  Aviation  Company  were  evacuated 
tc  3rd  Field  Hospital.  These  injuries  were  received  as  a  result  of  ground 
fire  as  aircraft  a^proaohed  Due  Hoa  for  refueling. 

5.  COMMENTS* 

a.  Landing  Zone  WHISKEY  was  a  recently  harvested  rice  paddy,  and 
a  large  amount  of  rice  straw  was  ingested  into  the  aircraft  engines  and 
.'..ccumulated  around  the  engine  air  intake  screen  and  compressor  blades.  This 
required  air  intake  screens  and  compressors  to  be  inspected  and  cleaned 
during  each  refueling  operation. 

b.  Landings  in  multiple  landing  zones  are  extremely  difficult 
to  coordinate  and  control.  If  multiple  landings  are  made  upon  completion 

of  tactical  air  and  artillery  support}  it  points  out  the  increased  requirement 
for  aimedhelicoptera  since  the  effort  must  bo  divided.  This  battalion  is 
extremely  short  of  armed  helicopters  in  its  aimed  helicopter  company  due 
to  the  continuous  nightly  requirement  for  LIGHTNING  DUG,  and  due  tc  the 
detachment  of  one  armed  platoon  which  is  at  Qui  Nhon  in  support  of  Marino 
helicopter  squadron  HMM#363.  Recommend  that  this  platoon  be  returned  to 
this  Battalion  at  the  earlics t  practicable  date. 

c.  On  1  January  1966,  a  USAF  Forward  Air  Controller,  directing 
artillery  strikes  against  the  enemy  flew  his  aircraft  through  the  gun 
target  line.  His  aircraft  was  hit  by  friendly  artillery  and  exploded. 

Even  though  this  officer  had  been  throughly  briefed,  was  fully  aware  of 
the  gun  target  line,  and  had  this  information  posted  on  his  map,  a  slight 
miscalculation  on  his  part  resulted  in  a  fatality  and  the  loss  of  one 
aircraft*  It  is  naoeaeary  that  all  aviators  be  cognizant  of  the  inherent 
danger  in  this  type  of  a  situation,  and  that  oaoh  aviator  be  throughly  briefod 
on  artillery  adjustment  procedures. 


CHARLES  M.  HONOUR  JR.  V 
Lt.  Colonel  Infantry  v 
Commanding 
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145'i'il  AiTju.TlUli  .iLlOi'i 

APO  San  Francisco  96307 

18  January  1966 

SU3JLCT:  After  Action  Report*  Operation  4-66,  145th  Aviation  Battalion, 
8  January  1966 


TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  US  Infantry  Division,  ^PO  San  Francisco 

96345 

Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco 
96307 

Senior  advisor,  III  .xiVN  Corps,  APO  San  Franc_sco  96227 


1,  Tj.SIC  ORG  Jil^ATlOK : 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Commend  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Llement;  68th  Aviation  Company  (ALL) : 

10  UH-3JD  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (jirmed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Haint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company  (ALL): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (/armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-13  (K&int)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Axement:  A  Co,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-UD  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-13  (llaint)  Helicoptor 

e.  4th  Flight  Element:  155th  Aviation  Company: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-13  (Kaint)  Helicopter 


f 


•  5th  Flight  Element:  A  Co,  501st  aviation  Battalion: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  CAnaed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

g,  Support  Element: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (-) 

2.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  provided  troop 
carrier,  armed  helicopter,  control  and  surveillance  aircraft  for  l?3rd  (US) 
Airborne  Brigade  (I960  troops;  l/RAR,  1/503  and  2/5Q3)  airmobile  assault 
into  multiple  landing  zones  (LZ  MJHCH,  coordinates  IT  644283*  1*2  APRIL, 
coordinates  XT  614261,  and  14  KAY,  coordinates  XT  625208)  13  Km  southwest 
of  Ben  Cat,  beginning  080930  January  1966. 

3.  SlilA jar  OF  OPiuL/HOh : 

a.  Flight  elements  of  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  closed 
at  0755  hours  at  the  3ien  Hoa  SiAKbPlL'  staging  area  for  final  preparation 

end  organization  for  combat.  The  final  briefing  was  conducted  by  the  Air 
Mission  Commander  and  Staff  for  subordinate  units;  flight  crews  received 
final  instructions  and  prepared  for  departure. 

b.  Battalion  flight  elements  departed  ^ien  Hoa  at  0855  hours 
enroute  to  loading  zone  -AilSKKY  (Bao  Trai,  coordinates  XT  54504b)  to 

load  assault  elements  of  the  1/tiAR.  The  initial  airmobile  assault  into  LZ 
ii-RCH  with  the  1/ftJdl  was  proceeded  by  intense  artillery  and  air  preparation; 
however,  all  flight  elererrts  received  heavy  automatic  weapons  and  small  arras 
fire  on  final  approach,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  LZ,  and  upon 
departure.  Prior  to  the  arrival  of  a  second  lift  with  reinforcing  elements 
for  LZ  MARCH,  tactical  air  strikes  were  directed  along  the  helicopter 
approach  and  departure  routes  by  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter. 

The  second  lift  into  the  area  also  received  heavy  fire  from  the  ground. 

Upon  completion  of  the  second  lift  all  battalion  elements  returned  to  Bien 
Hoa  and  Due  Hoa  for  refueling  and  rearming.  The  Command  and  Control 
lielicopter  remained  on  station  to  provide  direction  and  assistance  to  the 
ground  elements.  A  light  fire  team  of  the  197th  Aviation  Company 
remained  to  cover  ground  operations,  escort  the  Command  and  Liaison 
helicopter  in  and  out  of  the  area  and  to  patrol  the  dong  Saigon  river. 

One  Dampen  (coordinates  XT  665263)  was  discovered  and  destroyed  under 
the  direction  of  the  airmbbile  force  commander. 


c.  The  3rd  and  4th  assaults  into  LZ  APRIL  with  the  l/5Q3rd 
Airborne  Infantry,  as  well  as  the  5th  and  6th  assaults  into  LZ  MAT  with 
the  2/503rd  Airborne  Infantry,  all  received  heavy  a  utomatic  weapons  and 
snE>.ll  arms  fire  along  the  approach  and  departure  routes  from  the  LZ*s. 

Each  LZ  had  been  extensively  prepared  prior  to  the  assault  force  arrival; 
however,  this  vividly  points  out  the  requirement  to  also  concentrate 
prestrikes  along  the  approach  and  doparture  routes.  Air  strikes  were 
redirected  from  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter  between  each  lift  in  an 
effort  to  neutralize  enemy  ground  fire.  Armed  helicopter  and  troop 
carrier  gunners  fired  close  and  continuous  suppressive  fire  entering  and 
departing  12  >s  and  are  credited  with  keeping  onemy  fire  at  a  minimum  during 
during  the  final  seconds  of  the  assault  landings.  Although  flight  visibility 
in  the  operational  area  was  approximately  two  miles,  all  flight  elements 
maintained  extremely  fine  separation  and  timing  moving  into  and  out  of  the 
I2's, 


d.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  performed  column  cover, 
reconnaissance  of  the  flight  routes,  landing  zones,  and  armed  cover 
of  the  surrounding  area. 

e.  One  01-F  aircraft  of  the  74th  Aviation  Company  provided 
observation  and  surveillance,  radio  relay,  and  weather  advisories 
throughout  the  operation. 

f .  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  helicopter 
effected  necessary  coordination  and  control  of  airmobile  flight  elements, 
tactical  air  strikes,  and  other  supporting  fires.  One  enemy  small  arms 
round  hit  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter  in  the  left  troop  compartment 
door  departing  the  helicopter  through  the  cabin  roof.  Upon  completion 

of  the  operation  the  Command  and  Control  group  were  taken  to  the  Brigade 
Forward  Command  Post. 

g.  Eighty  five  rotary  wing  and  one  fixed  wing  aircraft  were 
committed  by  the  battalion  in  support  of  the  operation.  During  the 
airmobile  assaults,  1,321  sorties,  and  320,3  hours  were  flown.  All 
flight  elements  were  released  for  return  to  home  station  at  1500  hours. 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 


080745  Jan  66 

0755 

0800 

0855 

0845-0915 

0915-0925 

0916 

0925-0930 

0930 

1000 

1030-1126 


145th  Avn  Bn  Fwd  CP  Opened  Bien  Hoa 
145th  Avn  Bn  Closed  Bien  Hoa 
Final  Briefing 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  Bien  Hoa 
Tac  Air  Prep  12  MARCH 
Artillery  prep  LZ  MARCH 
145th  Avn  Bn  departed  BT 
Armed  Hcptr  prestrike  12  MARCH 
1st  Aslt  landing  12  MARCH  (1/RAR) 

2nd  Aslt  landing  12  MARCH  (1/RAR) 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  and  departed  Bien  Hoa 


f,9~- 


Arty  Prep  12  APRIL 
Tac  Air  PrepTLZ  APRIL 

145th  Aim  Bn  arrived  BT,  loaded  and  departed 
Armed  Hcptr  pre strike 
3rd  Aslt  landing  LZ  APRIL  (1/503) 

4th  Aslt  landing  LZ  APRIL  (3/503) 

145th  Avn  Bn  refueled  and  departed  Bien  Hoa 
Arty  Prep  LZ  HAY 
Tac  Air  Prep  LZ  MAY 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  BT,  loaded  and  demrted 
Armed  Hcptr  prestrike  LZ  KAY 
5th  Aslt  landing  LZ  MAY  (2/503) 

6th  Aslt  landing  LZ  MAY  (2/503) 

Released 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Arrangements  were  made  for  3  trucks  (2£  ton)  to  be 
loaded  with  two  500  gallon  bladders  per  truck  to  augment  the  tankers 
available  at  Bien  Hoa.  An  additional  tanker  was  requested  from  the  120th 
Aviation  Company  and  one  from  A  Company,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion  making 

a  total  of  16  tankers  available  to  refuel  60  aircraft  at  Bien  Hoa. 

(2)  Further  arrangements  were  made  with  25th  ARVN 
Division  to  furnish  five  2j  ton  trucks  loaded  with  15  drums  of  JP/4 

at  Due  Hoa.  Six  tankers  were  available  to  refuel  30  exined  aircraft  at 
Due  Hoa.  On  7  January  1966,  two  men  end  additional  pumping  units  were 
transportated  to  Due  Hoa  for  refueling,  A  total  of  14,700  gallons  of 
JP/4  were  required  at  Bien  Hoa  and  10,700  gallons  at  Due  Hoa. 

(3)  At  approximately  1700  Hours  8  January  1966,  the  men 
and  equipment  of  the  Battalion  POL  section  were  returned  to  home  station. 
Other  members  of  the  section  at  Bien  Hoa  were  released  to  return  to 

hone  station  at  approximately  1400  hours, 

b.  Maintenance : 

(l)  The  following'  aircraft  of  the  118th  Aviation 
Company  received  conibat  damage  as  indicated: 

(a)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13700,  received  bullet  damage 
to  the  chin  bubble.  Tho  airdraft  was  flown  to  home  station  for  repair. 

(b)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13726,  received  bullet'  damage 
to  door  post.  The  aircraft  was  flcwn  to  home  station  for  repair. 


1115-1125 

1125-1155 

1146 

1155-1200 

1200 

1230 

1300-1356 

1345-1355 

3355-1425 

141ft 

1425-1430 

1430 

1500 

1530 


(2)  The  f.-ll  wir  aircraft  f  ..  Company,  501st  /.via  exon 
Bgttalion  receive’  Csj  age  as  indicated. 

(a)  UH-13,  oil  63-12922,  bullet  da.  .age  to  main  rotor 
blades,  aircraft  returned  tv  home  station  for  repairs. 

(b)  UH-1B,  SN  63-12925,  bullet  damage  to  hydraulic  lines. 
Aircraft  returned  to  home  station  and  lines  were  replaced, 

(c)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13667,  bullet  damage  to  cargo 
compartment.  Aircraft  was  inspected  and  continued  mission.  Aircraft  was 
repaired  at  end  of  mission. 

(d)  UH-1D,  SK  64-13669,  made  a  hard  landing  in  LZ  causing 
damage  to  skids  and  underside  of  aircraft.  Aircraft  was  flown  to  home  station 
for  repairs. 


(3)  The  following  aircraft  from  the  155th  aviation  Company 
received  damage  as  indicated. 

(a)  UH-13,  SN  unknown,  received  a  round  through  en  ino  on 

approach  to  Due  Hoc,  Temporary  repairs  were  bade  and  aircraft  was  flown 
to  56th  Transportation  Company  maintenance  area  for  thorough  inspection 
and  repairs. 


(b)  UH-1B,  SK  unknown,  received  a  round  through  the 
main  rotor  blade  and  two  rounds  through  the  tail  boom,  ..ircraft  was 
flown  to  Tan  Son  Nhut  uir  Base  where  main  rotor  blade  was  replaced. 

(4)  The  following  aircraft  from  the  60th  i.viation  Company 
reveive^  damage  as  indicated: 


(a)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13791,  small  arms  round  through  main 
rotor  blade,  air  craft  returned  to  home  station  for  blade  repair. 

(b)  UH-13,  SN  64-14089,  small  omas  round  through  naan 
rotor  blade.  Aircraft' landed  at  Due  Hoa  where  blade  was  changed f  nd  aircraft 
returned  to  home  station. 

(c)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13732,  Battalion  Command  and  Control 
aircraft,  received  a  small  arms  round  through  left  cargo  door  and  through 
the  roof  of  cargo  compartment  without  damaging  main  rotor  blades  or 
rotor  head,  .aircraft  continued  mission  and  returned  to  home  station  for 
repairs . 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  the  93rd  Nedical  Detachment  ambulance  was  on  standby  in  the 
3m.KtPlT  with  the  Battalion  Surgeon, 

(2)  No  casualties  were  reported  as  a  result  of  the  operation. 

(3)  Two  crew  members  from  68th  ..viation  Company  sustcinee. 
minor  burns  as  a  result  of  a  JP/4  splrs..  during  refueling.  Personnel  were 
treated  at  93rd  .medical  Detachnent  and  returned  to  Vung  Tau. 


5*  COi  iiii;  a:  -iliis  operation,  although  coaplex  in  scope,  was 
conducted  in  a  highly  professional  and  smooth  iianrier.  Coordination 
anu  tiaing  between  airnobile  elements,  ariillery  and  tactical  air  support 
was  remarkably  precise  and  accurate. 


Lt.  Colonel  Infantry 
Cotiuanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  SAN  FRANCISCO  96227 


AVAW-FC  10  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  15-66, 
020900  March  1966 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element :  6$th  Aviation  Company  (AML): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  HH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  U^-IB  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element;  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  Battalion  (AML):, 

Atschd:  4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters  from  197th  Aviation  Company 
10  UH-1D  Helicopters 

4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element:  USth  Aviation  Company  (AML): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 

5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

e.  Support  Element: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communication  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Amb)  (-) 


u 


I 


2.  MISSION:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  comnand  and  control, 
troop  carriers,  and  armed  aircraft  to  support  three  Battalion  sized  airmobile 
assaults  of  25th  Division  L.to  TAOR,  20  Km  south  of  Tay  Ninh;  thereafter 
provided  troop  carriers  for  logistical  sup  ort  and  armed  helicoiters  for 
continuous  overhead  cover  of  ground  operations  and  prepared  for  ectraction 
on  order. 


3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  Battalion  combat  and  supporting  elements  colsed  the  Battalion 
forward  staging  area  (SNAKEPIT)  for  final  organization,  briefing,  and 
preparation  for  combat  020710  February  1966. 

b.  The  first  flight  element  departed  the  SNAKEPIT  at  0815  hours 
enroute  to  LZ  JOHN  (Cu  Chi,  coordinates  XT  641115)  for  the  initial  loading 
of  assault  troops.  Troops  were  loaded  and  flight  elements  departed  for  the 
objective  area.  The  initial  objective  had  been  prepared  by  tactical  air 
utilizing  500  lb  high  explosive  bombs.  In  addition  tactical  air  prepared 
the  landing  zone  for  the  admission  of  the  troop  carriers.  One  armed 
platoon  from  the  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  a  full  prestrike  of  the  12 
and  suppressive  fires  during  the  initial  assault.  The  first  landing  into 
LZ  MAY  (coordinates  XT  148309)  was  completed  at  0904  hours.  Late  tactical 
air  resulted  in  the  12  time  being  delayed  four  minutes.  Heavy  anall  arms 
and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  by  all  flight  elements  during  the 
departure  from  LZ  MAY.  The  second  and  third  troop  loading  site  was  located 

,  at.  12  FRANK,  (coordinates  XT  485194)  Trang  Bang  air  strip.  The *G coiic! 
lending  was  made  into  landing  zone  DAN  (coordinates  XT  160307)  at  0944  hours 
and  light  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  on  the  approach 
and  departure  from  the  landing  zone.  A  larger  number  of  troops  than  expected  \ 
required  two  troop  carriers  to  be  diverted  back  to  LZ  FRANK  to  complete  the 
lift  into  LZ  DAN.  Refueling  was  conducted  at  Tay  Ninh  after  completion  of 
the  second  assault.  Flight  elements  departed  Tay  Ninh  airstrip  at  1038 
hours  enroute  to  LZ  FRANK  to  load  troops  for  the  last  lift.  The  third  assault 
was  complete  at  1122  hours  into  LZ  JANE,  (coordinates  XT  202341),  with  only 
light  small  arms  fire  received  during  the  departure  from  the  loading  zone. 

All  aircraft  returned  to  the  SNAKEPIT  for  refueling  and  preparation  for 
assi3gned  III  Corps  missions  and  remainder  of  the  day. 

c.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  (Armed)  provided  armed  aircraft  for 
flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance,  LZ  marking  and  prestrikes, 
and  continuous  over  head  cover  of  tho  ground  operation.  During  the  ground 
operation,  after  the  lift,  10  Viet  Cong  were  spotted  in  the  open,  fleeing 
the  area.  The  armed  ships  attacked  and  killed  all  of  the  insurgents, 

d.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  '  “V  L)  provided  one  0-1F  for  radio 
relay,  aerial  surveillance  and  weather  advisory  throughout  the  air  movement 
phhse  of  the  operation.  Thereafter,  provided  continuous  24  hour  aerial  support 
for  the  duration  of  the  ground  operation. 


« 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 

020710  Feb  66 

145th  Avn  Bn  closed  BH 

0715 

Final  Briefing 

0745 

Pathfinder  reported  L Z  JOHN 

0750 

C&C  reported  Due  Hoa 

0755-0825 

Tac  Air  prep  of  objective 

0815 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  Bien  Hoa 

0825-0855 

Tac  Air  prep  of  LZ  MARY 

0834-0837 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived,  loaded,  and  departed 

LZ  JOHN 

0855-0900 

Armed  Hcptr  prep  LZ  MARY 

0900-0904 

1st  Aslt  landed  LZ  MARY 

0905-0935 

Tac  Air  prep  LZ  DAN 

0915-0918 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  LZ  FRANK 

0924 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  LZ  FRANK 

0935-0940 

Armed  Hcptr  prep  LZ  DAN 

0940 

2nd  Aslt  landed  LZ  DAN 

0953 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  Tay  Ninp,  and  refuelec 

1038 

145  th  Avn  Bn  departed  Tay  Ninh 

1043-1113 

Tac  Air  prep  12  JANE 

1056-1059 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  LZ  FRANK 

1113-1118 

Armed  Hcptr  prep  LZ  JANE 

1118 

3rd  Aslt  landed  LZ  JANE 

1158 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  ^ien  Hoa,  refueled  and 
released 

e.  In  support  of  the  air  mobement  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
conmitted  one  0-1F  airplane  and  57  helicopters,  flying  a  total  of  161.4 
hours  and  431  combat  sorties.  A  total  of  821  troops  were  lifted  from  two  pxc’.c 
up  sites  into  the  operational  area.  The  Battalion  Command  and  Control 
helicopter  was  used  by  the  25th  ARVN  Division  Command  Group  and  the  Air  ^ 
Mission  Commander,  Air  Liaison  Officer,  artillery,  and  other  supporting  eleneVs 
during  the  air  movement  of  the  Division. 

f .  At  051000  March  1966  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  was  alerted 
that  an  extraction  of  the  25th  ARVN  Division  from  their  TACK  and  subsequently 
conduct  combat  assaults  into  a  new  operational  area  6  Km  southeast  of  Trang 
Bang  would  began  at  060700  1966.  The  Battalion  S-3  and  S-  2  departed 
inmediately  for  Due  Hoa,  25th  Division  Ueadquarters,  to  coordinate  with  the 
Senior  Advisor  and  Advisory  Staff.  In  addition,  a  reconnaissance  of  the 
pick  up  sites  was  made.  Two  pick  up  Bites  and  four  landing  a  ones  were 
selected.  A  detailed  operational  briefing  was  held  at  the  Battalion  S-3 
office  at  051600  hours  for  unit  commanders  and  staff.  The  tactical  plan 
called  for  night  extraction  from  the  selected  pickup  sons  and  a  day  break 
combat  assault  into  two  landing  zones  simultaneously.  Troop  carriers 
closed  the  Battalion  staging  area  (8NAKEPXT),  during  the  hours  of  darkness 

at  060450  March  1966  for  final  briefing  and  organization  for  combat.  The 
organic  armed  escort  and  the  reconnaissance  elements  from  the  197th  Aviation 
Company  were  positioned  forward  to  Due  Hoa,  refueled,  and  prepared  to  rendevzou* 
with  the  flight  elements  snrouts  to  the  pick  up  site.  This  forward 
positioning  enabled  the  armed  helicopters  to  remain  on  station  during  the 
extraction  and  combat  assault  without  refueling.  Flight  elements  departed  \ 
the  SNAKEPIT  during  the  hours  of  darkness  at  060606  March  1966  for  the  1st 
extraction.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  had  preceded  the  lift  ' 
elements  uad  prepared  for  the  pickup  sites  with  approach  lights  and  XM  172 
marker  panels  to  indicate  the  extremities  of  the  landing  zone. 


The  marker  panels  are  presently  under  tewt  by  this  battalion  and  are  rendering 
excellent  results.  The  weather  in  the  operational  area  was  marginal  at  take 
off;  however,  the  decision  was  made  to  attempt  to  keep  the  airmobile  operation 
on  schedule  to  effect  the  greatest  amount  of  surprise  for  the  extraction  and 
combat  assault.  The  Command  and  Control  helicopter  arrived  in  the  operational 
area  prior  to  the  troop  carriers  and  observed  the  weather  deterating  to  such 
extent  that  the  operation  would  have  to  be  delayed.  All  flight  elements 
returned  to  the  SNAKEPIT  to  standby.,  feather  delays  were  announded  in  one 
hour  increments  for  the  first  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes  therafter.  During 
the  standby,  flight  crews  participated  in  physical  training  and  Col  Joost, 
the  Battalion  Commander  made  a  combat  readiness  inspection  of  the  68th  Aviation 
Company.  After  a  three  hour  weather  delay  the  flight  elements  departed  the 
SNAKEPIT  to  begin  the  extraction  and  subsequent  combat  assaults.  After  loading 
the  troops,  the  enroute  to  the  landing  zone  flight  elements  executed  a  forming 
turn  to  establish  flight  interval  for  the  simultaneous  landings  in  the  initial 
assault.  To  achieve  maximum  surprise,  the  LZ  was  not  prestruck  by  Tac  Air 
or  armed  helicopters;  in  addition,  a  low  level  approach  was  executed  wi„h 
friendly  artillery  firing  diversionary  fires  to  provide  noise  to  cover  th? 
approaching  helicopters  and  confuse  the  enemy  as  to  the  actual  location  op 
the  landing  zone.  Two  lifts  were  required  to  complete  the  airmobile  operation . 
Only  light  small  arms  fire  was  received  and  no  aircraft  were  hit.  The 
operation  was  completed  at  1154  hours  and  the  flight  elements  were  release, 
to  perform  scheduled  III  Corp3  missions. 

g.  In  support  of  thi3  operation  the  Battalion  committed  50  troop 
carriers,  30  armed  aircraft  and  one  0-1F  fixed  wing  airplane.  A  total  of 
266.2  ho\n*s  and  447  combat  sorties  were  flown. 

h.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  route  and  surrounding  area 
reconnaissance  and  armed  overhead  cover  of  the  ground  operation. 

i.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  provided  one  O-IF  for  weather  advisory, 
radio  relay  and  aerial  surveillance, 

j.  The  Command  and  Control  helicopter  carried  the  ground  command 
group  during  the  operation,  controlled  the  air  movement  and  provided  vector 
assistance  during  the  low  level  phase  of  the  operation, 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 
a.  Supply: 

(1)  Refueling  and  rearming  was  conducted  at  Tay  Ninh  airstrip. 

(2)  On  1  March  1966,  the  Battalion  S-4  transported  eight  (8) 
fuel  pumping  units  to  Toy  Ninh  and  made  arrangements  with  the  Sector  3-4 
for  eight  (8)  2j  ton  vehicles  to  be  loaded  with  fifteen  (15)  drums  of  JP/4 
on  each  vehicle. 


(3)  A  total  of  fifty-five  (55)  aircraft  were  refueled  in  45 
minutes  for  a  total  consumption  of  10,200  gallon  of  JP/4. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  A  maintenance  representative  was  located  at  Tay  Ninh 
throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  The  following  aircraft  from  the  68th  Aviation  Company 
experienced  maintenance  problems  as  indicated: 

(a)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13810,  would  not  start  after  refueling 
at  Tay  Ninh.  Inspection  revealed  that  the  exciter  box  was  inoperative.  The 
maintenance  aircraft  from  the  68th  returned  to  home  station  for  the  part. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  93rd  Medical  Detachment  provided  an  airmobile  aid  stattoia 
at  Tay  Ninh  throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  during  operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a.  Artillery  clearance  for  flight  route  corridors  are  coordinated 
and  confirmation  received  with  1st  Division  FSCC  prior  to  t  he  execution  of 
the  operation.  In  addition,  the  command  and  control  helicopter  reconfirms 
the  flight  route  clearance  with  the  controlling  agency  just  prior  to  the 
arrival  of  the  troop  carriers.  Artillery  firing  within  flight  corridors,  or 
without  prior  warning  to  aircraft  within  the  range  of  artillery  continues  to 
be  a  problem.  CORSAIR  CONTROL,  the  artillery  advisory  for  1st  Division,  was 
not  cognizant  of  the  flight  route  clearance.  It  is  imperative  that  all 
artillery  controlling  agencies  are  aware  of  previously  cleared  flight  routes 
and  off  the  extreme  hazard  of  uncontrolled  artillery  fire  while  large  numbers 
of  aircraft  are  operating  within  the  area.  In  addition  the  FM  frequency  or 
radio  assigned  to  CORSAIR  CONTROL  is  weak,  garbled,  and  often  times  unreadable 
in  addition,  the  back  up  UHF  frequency  is  either  unreliable  cr  not  monitored. 

b.  The  medium  cargo  helicopter  assigned  to  transport  the  command 
group  rnd  supporting  artillery  was  briefed  on  the  location  to  rendevzoua  for 
armed  escort  and  the  assigned  frequency  to  monitor  for  instructions  during 
the  lift.  The  attached  CH-47  from  the  147th  Aviation  Company  failed  to 
report  or  respond  on  the  assigned  frequency.  The  avionics  and  signal 
difficulties  experienced  by  these  helicopters  is  a  major  communications  and 
operational  problem  and  should  receive  immediate  attention. 


c.  The  dry  season  continues  to  present  a  major  problem  in 
helicopter  staging  and  a  detriment  to  safe  operations.  The  supported 
unit  at  Doc  Hoa  is  aware  of  this  and  have  provided  a  PSP  pad  for  refueling 
a  limited  number  of  helicopters;  however,  this  provides  only  limited  relief 
and  often  fails  to  completely  reduce  the  dust  hazard.  It  is  recommended 
that  major  emphasis  be  placed  on  this  problem  and  thatadditional  equipment, 
personnel  and  facilities  be  provided  so  that  adequate  landing  and  staging 
areas  are  availabe  for  airmobile  operations. 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Infantry 
Commanding 


DISTH1BUTIUK: 

Special 


?/ 


snmwiAHTiaM 

H$SB  AflAtlON  battalion 

APO  flan  Francisco  96227 


AVAW-FC '  24  Miroh  1966 

SUBJECT!  After  Action  Report;  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  18-66 
090730  Arch  1966 


V)t  flee  Distribution 


1*  TA3K  ORGANIZATION l 

i«  Battalion  Headquarter*  » 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter! 

74th  Aviation  Company  (-*) 

147th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  let  Flight  Element!  A  Company,  82d  Aviation  Battalion  (AML)  i 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Aimed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Kaint)  HeUcopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company  (AML): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Aimed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Malnt)  Helicopter 

d(  3rd  Flight  Element:  116th  Aviation  Company  (AML) : 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Aimed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Malnt)  Helicopter 

e.  4th  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML) 1 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Malnt)  HeUoopter 

f.  5th  Flight  Element:  A  Company,  501st  Battalion  (AML): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  HeUoopter 
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g.  Support  Element : 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Coomunic&tion  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (Maint )  ( -) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Ambulance)  (-) 

2.  MISSION:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (lleinf)  provided  troop  carriers, 
araed  helicopters  and  command  and  control  aircraft  for  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne 
Brigade  '*irmobile  assaults  (l/RAR,  1/503)  into  landing  zone  #  12  (coordinates  YT  • 
082425)  beginning  090730  March  1966;  and  landing  zone  #  6  beginning  110000  March  , 
66;  there  after  provided  logistical  support  as  required  and  necessary  airmobile  { 
force  for  extraction  on  21st  and  22nd  March  66, 


I 


3.  SUMMARY  of  OPERATION: 
l 

a.  A  detailed  command  and  staff  briefing  was  conducted  001600  March  6* 
for  all  battalion  and  supporting  elements  in  preparation  for  173rd  Airborne  3ri 
gade  operation  SILVER  CITY,  On  090615  Mar  66,  the  morning  of  the  operation,  s 
final  briefing  for  flight  crews  and  support  personnel  was  conducted  at  the  bat  - 
talion  forward  command  post  (SNAKEPIT).  All  battalion  flight  elements  closed 
the  (SNAKEPIT)  staging  area  under  cover  of  darkness  for  organisation  and  pre¬ 
paration  for  combat, 

b.  The  first  lift  departed  the  staging  ares  at  0710  hours  and  was  en- 
route  to  the  landing  zone  during  the  tactical  air  preparation  and  landed  in  the 
LZ  immediately  following  the  armed  helicopter  prestrike.  Tactical  Air  and  the 
aimed  helicopter  prestriku  was  very  effective  and  the  landing  was  unopposed;  how¬ 
ever  light  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  500  meters  south¬ 
west  of  the  landing  zone.  Suppressive  fire  by  the  aimed  helicopters  silenced 
the  hostile  fire.  During  the  second  landing,  only  single  shot  email  arms  fire 

(  was  received  and  during  successive  lifts  no  hostile  fire  was  reported.  After 
the  second  landing  by  the  assault  helicopters  the  CH-47  aedumum  helicopters  began 
to  reposition  the  319th  artillery  battalion,  new  Zealand  (KIWI)  artillery  and 
other  supporting  personnel  and  equipment.  At  1143  hours  the  final  lift  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  battalion  flight  elements  were  released  at  1259  hours.  Normal 
scheduled  HI  Corps  missions  were  performed  by  battalion  aircraft.  A  Company 
02d  Aviation  Battalion  provided  direct  aviation  support  for  resupply  of  food  and 
equipment  during  the  operation. 

c.  On  the  morning  of  11  March  66  final  briefing  was  again  held  at  the 
SNAKEPIT.  ?he  same  task  organisation  was  oomitted  and  two  lifts  were  required  to 
lift  the  2/503 rd  JLrborne  Infantry  into  LZ  #  8,  coordinates  YT  108995.  The  land¬ 
ing  zone  had  previously  been  secured  by  the  1/RAK,  therefore  no  prestrike  was 
required  by  either  tae  air  or  armed  helicopters;  however  tac  air  and  armed  heli¬ 
copters  provided  air  cap  and  were  immediately  available.  No  hostile  firs  was 
encountered  during  the  lift.  The  landing  zone  was  smaller  than  expected  and 
flight  elements  were  required  to  be  broken  down  into  flight's  of  three  aircraft 
each.  No  problems  were  encountered  and  only  minor  changes  to  the  time  schedule 
were  made,  taring  the  return  to  the  SNAKEPIT  flight  elements  participated  in 
offensive  firing  along  the  border  of  the  173>d  TAOR.  Normal  scheduled  III  Corps 
missions  were  performed  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
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di  The  Ccmmand  and  Control  helicopter  carried  the  ground  coonand  group 
and  air  mission  commander  and  directed  and  coordinated  the  airaovement. 

e.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  armed  helicopters  for  flight 
route  escort,  LZ  reconnaissance  and  LZ  marking. 

ft  The  74th  Aviation  provided  one  0-1F  aircraft  for  radio  relay,  aerial 
surveillance  and  weather  advisory  during  the  air  movement. 

SEQUENCE  OP  E'/iiiTS 


ITEM  TIME  ACTIVITY 

1.  090600  Mar  66  245th  Avn  Bn  CP  opened  BH 


2. 

0615 

3. 

0615 

4. 

0700-0725 

5. 

0705 

6. 

0710 

7. 

0725-0730 

8. 

0730 

9. 

0745-1500 

10. 

0750-0753 

11. 

0813 

12. 

0834 

13- 

0849 

14. 

0909 

15. 

0929 

16. 

0949 

17. 

1009 

18. 

1035-1040 

19. 

1100 

20. 

1120-1123 

21. 

1143 

22. 

1204 

*3. 

1500 

245th  Avn  Bn  (Reihf)  closed  Snakepit 

Final  Briefing 

Tae  Air  prep  of  LZ  #  12 

l/xtAR  loaded,  Snakepit 

245th  Avn  Bn  departed  Snakepit 

Armed  Hcptr  prestruck,  Recoin' d  o.r  A 

marked  LZ  §  12 

1st  aslt  landed  LZ  #  12 

CH-47  moved  319th  arty  Bn  (Reinf) , 

arty  and  other  support 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  arrived  Snakepit 

loaded,  and  departed 

2nd  Aslt  landed  LZ  #  12 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  Snakepit  shutdown 

and  loaded  equipment,  refueled 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  departed  Snakepit 

3rd  aslt  landed  w/equipment 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  Snakepit 

A/82d  landed,  command  group  LZ  #  12 

A/82d  arrived  Snakepit,  refueled 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Beinf)  loaded  2/5Q3rd 

and  departed  Snakepit 

4th  aslt  landed  LZ  #  12 

145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  arrived  Snakepit 

loaded  and  departed 

5th  aslt  landed  LZ  #  12 

145tb  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  flight  elements 

released  an  order 

CH-47' s  released  on  order 


1* 

2. 

3. 

4* 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 


110630  Mar  66  145th  Avn  Bn  CP  opened  Snakepit 
0645  145th  \vn  Bn  (Reinf)  closed  Snakepit 

0700  Final  Briefing 

0730-0740  Deceptive  arty  prep'd  LZ  #  45 
0740-0755  Deceptive  air  struck  LZ  #  45 
0740  145th  Avn  Bn  (Ranif)  departed  Snakepit 

0800  1st  aslt  landed  LZ  #8 

0844  2nd  aslt  landed  LZ  06 

0900  145th  Avn  Bn  (Reinf)  flight  elements 

released  on  order 


?¥ 


g»  In  support  of  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  completed  476  helicopter 
flying  hours  and  1145  combat  sorties. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  and  LOGISTICS: 

(9  March  1966) 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Refueling  was  conducted  in  the  Snakepit  for  all  troop  carriers 
and  armed  helicopters* 

(2)  Refueling  of  the  eight  (8)  CH-47's  was  conducted  at  the  west 
end  of  the  Bien  Hoa  runway  tr cm  0715  to  1015  hours,  utilizing  one  5,000  gallon 
tanker  from  the  506th  QM  Company. 

(3)  Seventeen  1200  gallon  tankers  were  utilined  in  support  of  the 
operation,  and  a  total  of  20,000  gallons  of  Jp/4  fuel  were  required  for  the  86 
helicopters. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  A  maintenance  representative  was  located  at  the  Snakepit 
throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  IH-1B,  SN  12918,  from  A/82d  Aviation  Battalion  received  a 
small  arms  round  in  the  pilots  door  frame  causing  minor  damage.  Aircraft  con¬ 
tinued  with  its  mission. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  The  battalion  surgeon  and  93rd  Medical  Detachment  *  *nrgeon 
were  located  at  the  Snakepit. 

(2)  93rd  Mediacl  Detachment  provided  one  aidman  and  ambulance  on 
standby  in  the  Snakepit. 

(3)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  as  a  result  of  the 

operation. 

(11  March  1966) 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Re  fueling  was  conducted  at  the  Snakepit  with  aircraft  being 
refueled  upon  closing  at  Bien  Hoa  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  operation. 

(2)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13714,  from  the  118th  Aviation  Company  failed  to 
start  for  the  first  lilt.  Battery  was  low  and  replaced.  Aircraft  started  and 
participated  in  the  second  lift. 
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c.  Medical: 

(1)  Battalion  Surgeon  was  located  at  the  Snake pit  throughout  the 

operation  . 

(2)  93rd  Medical  Detachment  provided  one  aidman  and  ambulance  on 

standby. 

(3)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  as  a  result  of  the 

operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  and  RECOMMENDATIONS : 

a.  During  the  air  movement,  at  approximately  0755  hours,  unannounced 
artillery  or  mortar  fire  from  the  1st  Brigade  1st  (US)  Infantry  artillery  base 
(NEVADA)  began  falling  extremely  close  to  the  previously  closed  flight  route. 

Tike  S-3  145th  Aviation  Battalion  immediately  called  for  a  cease  fire  in  order 

or  the  combat  assault  to  be  executed  on  schedule.  Unannounced  artillery  fire 
within  previously  cleared  flight  corridors  continues  to  be  a  hazard  to  flight 
elements  and  disrupts  the  scheduled  air  movement.  Assault  elements  must  be 
admitted  into  the  landing  zone  immediately  following  the  USAF  and  armed  heli¬ 
copters  landing  zone  preparation  and  prestrike  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  tha 
dazed  and  disorganized  enemy  defenders.  Each  airmobile  operation  conducted  by 
this  battalion  has  flight  route  clearance  through  let  (US)  Infantry  Division 
FSCC,  to  and  from  the  landing  zone:  however  upon  contact  by  the  command  and  con¬ 
trol  helicopter  with  the  local  FSCC,  no  flight  corridor  has  been  requested 
through  their  area  of  influence.  It  is  recommended  that  comnand  emphasis  be 
placed  on  this  problem  area  and  that  II,  FFV  coordinate  with  each  artillery  con¬ 
trolling  agency  within  the  flight  corridor  before  comf inning  the  flight  route. 

b.  Communications  interference  on  assigned  battalion  conmand  frequencies 
continue  to  present  a  problem.  Interference  on  the  battalion  pathfinder  fre¬ 
quency  was  experienced  throughout  the  operation.  The  station  call  sign  utilizing 
Mils  assigned  frequency  was  Pokey  Steamer.  Interference  an  command  frequencies 

is  unacceptable-  A  major  effort  by  the  appropriate  headquarters  should  be  made 
to  insure  the  command  frequencies  are  assigned  on  a  sole  user  basis. 

c.  Noteworthy  was  the  well  organized  and  rapid  clearing  of  the  landing 
zone  of  the  large  equipment  and  nwsrous  supplies  which  the  CH-47's  landed  In  the 
12  in  between  the  air  lift  of  combat  troops.  Ma  aggressive  securing  of  the 
landing  zone  and  rapid  deployment  of  men  and  equipment,  insured  the  smooth  con¬ 
tinuous  flow  of  combat  troops  irtto  the  operet tonal  area. 

d.  This  operation  was  conducted  in  highly  professional  and  efficient 

nanner. 

Ih^Lft 

HORST  K.  J00ST 
Li.  Col.  Infantry 
Commanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 

U5TH  AVIATION  BATTALION  . 
APO  San  Francisco  96227 


24  March  1966 


SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  1B-66AA,  18-66  BB 
and  18-66CC  (extraction  Phases)  210725  March  1966/  211400, March  1966 
and  221125  March  1966 


TO:  Distribution  Special 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters : 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Conmand  and  Control  Helicopter 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Anted  Helicopters  (-) 

74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 


( 


b.  1st  Flight  Element: 

18-66AA  and  18— 66BB 

118th  Aviation  Company 
10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element: 

A  Company  501st  Aviation  Battalion 
10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
1  UH-1D  (Maint)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element : 

68th  Aviation  Company 
10  UH-1D  Helicopter 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 


18-66CC 

68th  Aviation  Company 
10  IH-1D  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Jfeint)  Helicopter 


118th  AviAtion  Company 
10UH-1D  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 


A  Company,  82nd  Avaitaion  Bn 
10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 


e.  4th  Flight  Element: 


116th  Aviation  Company 
10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
l  ’JH-OB  (Maint)  Halioopter 
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f,  Armed  Elements: 

'  68th  Aviation  Company 

5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 

116th  Aviation  Company 

2  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 

118th  Aviation  Company 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 

A  Company  82nd  Aviation  Battalion 

3  UH-13  (Armed)  Helicopters 

A  Company  501st  Aviation  Battalion 
3  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 

g.  Support  Elements : 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (Maint)(-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Ani>)(-) 

2.  MISSION:  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  (Reinf)  provided  troop  carriers, 
armed  helicopters  and  command  and  control  aircraft  for  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne 
Brigade  Airmobile  assaults  (1/raK,  1/503)  into  landing  zone  #  12  (coordinates  YT 
082425)  beginning  090730  March  1966}  and  landing  acme  #  8  beginning  110800  Kerch 
1966j  there  after  provided  logistical  support  as  required  and  necessary  airmobile 
force  for  extraction  on  21st  and  22nd  March  66. 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS: 


a.  All  Battalion  flight  elements  closed  SNAKEPIT  staging  area  by  210725 
and  final  briefing  for  the  extraction  phase  of  operation  SILVER  CITY  was  held  at 
210730  March  1966.  The  first  lift  departed  for  LZ  102  at  preceded  by 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Conmand  and  Control  and  Pathfinder  elements.  The  first 
extraction  phase  included  six  lifts  in  which  Ub6  troops  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
Battalions  503rd  Infantry  were  helilifted  out  of  War  Zone  D.  No  enemy  fire  was 
received  during  this  phase.  Another  extraction  operation  for  HI  (AKVN)  Corps, 
from  War  Zone  D,  was  initiated  on  very  short  notice  at  this  point.  This  operation 
began  with  a  final  briefing  in  the  SNAKEPIT  staging  area  at  211400  March  1966, 

At  211513  145th  Aviation  Battalion  departed  the  SNAKEPIT  for  1 2  TERI,  A  force 
of  300  CIDG  troops  was  extracted  in  one  lift  from  LZ  TERI  n  an  operation  that  was 
executed  exactly  as  planned.  No  enemy  fire  was  received  and  all  flight  elements 
returned  to  the  SNAKEPIT  area  and  were  released.  'The  final  phase  of  SILVER  CITY 
began  with  145th  Aviation  Battalion  closing  the  SNA.'EPIT  area  at  221125  March  1966 
with  final  briefing  at  211130  March  1966.  Ahia  operation  was  planned  with  a  flexible 
takeoff  time  built  in;  the  actual  takeoff  tine  was  advanced  30  minutes  from  the 
planned  time  and  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  was  airborne  at  211310  enroute  LZ  12. 


The  LZ  was  sub-divided  into  three  pickup  sites  to  support  the  tactical  plan.  This 
call  for  close  coordination  between  all  flight  elements,  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Command  and  Control  aircraft  and  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment. 
This  coordination  handled  in  an  outstanding  manner  by  elements  which  insured 
smooth  and  positive  execution  of  the  critical  pictyup  phase  of  this  operation.  A 
total  of  690  troops  from  the  First  Battalion  Royal  Austrailian  Regiment  with  all 
organic  heavy  weapons,  two  platoons  of  4.2  mortars  and  six  engineer  (I£R)  assault 
boats  were  extracted  fi*om  LZ  12  in  four  lifts.  No  enemy  fire  was  received  by  the 
troop  carriers;  however,  armed  helicopters  received  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  fire  at  (coord  YT  122421),  4  Km  east  of  LZ  12.  This  fire  was  returned 
ouickly  and  the  enemy  position  wa3  neutralized.  Offensive  fires  were  utilized  by 
the  last  flight  element  one  Kin  south  of  LZ  12.  After  a  visual  reconnaissonce  of 
the  LZ  t.o  insure  all  troops  had  been  extracted,  the  armed  escort  platoons  inter¬ 
dicted  by  fire  the  avenues  of  approach  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

b.  All  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  armed  helicopters  (-197th  Aviatioi 
Company)  were  detained  under  battalion  control  during  these  extraction  operations, 
except  for  three  platoons  which  were  placed  in  direct  support  of  ground  elements 

in  phase  three.  Uiis  airborne  firepower  was  utilized  in  lieu  of  normal  artillery 
which  was  not  available  during  this  critical  phase.  Armed  elements  under  battalion 
control  performed  armed  escort,  flight  route  reconnaissance  and  continuous  armed 
overhead  cover  of  the  operational  area, 

c.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  provided  one  0-1F  aircraft  for  radio  relay, 
aerial  surveillance  and  weather  advisory  during  the  air  movement. 

SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 

210725  March  66  145th  Aviation  Battalion  closed  SNAKEPIT 

0730  Final  Briefing 

0840  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  departed  SNAKEPIT 

0900  1st  lift,  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZ  102 

0923  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  arrived  unloaded  and 

departed  SNAKE!  TT 

0945  2nd  lift,  arrived,  loaded,  and  departed  LZ  102 

1008  145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrived,  unloaded  and 

departed  SNAKEPIT 

1030  3rd  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZ  102 

1053  145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrived  SNAKEPIT  and 

refueled  to  1200  lbs. 

U30  145th  Aviation  Battalion  departed  SNAKEPIT 

1150  4th  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZ  102 

1213  145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrived,  unloaded  and 

departed  SNAKEPIT 

1235  5th  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZ  102 

1255  145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrived,  unloaded  and 

refueled  to  1000  lbs. 

1400  Final  briefing  for  second  phase  of  extraction 

1500  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  air* 

craft  reported  to  Bien  Hoa  (III  Corps)  soccer  field 
1530  145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrived,  loaded  and 

departed  LZ  TERI 


If 


1550  145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrived, unloaded  and 

me  released  at  the  SNAKEPIT 

221125  Mar  66  145th  Aviation  Battalion  closed  SNAKEPIT 

1130  Final  briefing  phase  three. 

1310  1st  lift  departed  SNAKEPIT 

1330  1st  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZ  12A 

1352  2nd  lift  departed  SNAKEPIT 

1412  2nd  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZ  12A 

1433  2nd  lift  arrived  SNAKEPIT  and  refueled  (1200  lbs) 

1510  3rd  lift  departed  SNAKEPIT 

1528  3rd  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZs  12B  and  C, 

1546  4th  lift  departed  SNAKEPIT 

1604  4th  lift  arrived,  loaded  and  departed  LZs  13  and  C. 

1622  145th  Aviation  Battalion  closed  SNAKEPIT,  unloaded 

and  was  released. 

d.  In  support  of  this  operation  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reiiif) 
provided  one  O-lF  aircraft  and  64  helicopters  flying  248  hours  and  796  combat 
sorties,  There  were  no  aircraft  hit  or  friendly  casualties. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Refueling  of  the  troop  carriers  and  armed  helicopters  was  accom¬ 
plished  at  the  Snakepit  staging  area  with  fourteen  (14)  1200  gal.  tankers, 

(2)  Eight  (8)  CH-47  helicopters  were  provided  fuel  throughout  the 
operation  on  22  March  66. 

b.  Maintenance:  No  .maintenance  problems  or  combat  damage  were  encountered 
by  the  flight  elements  during  the  operation. 

c.  Medical:  No  casualities  were  reported  or  treated  as  result  of  the 
operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS : 

a.  During  the  first  extraction  phase  at  210915  March  1966  a  U6A  type 
aircraft  overflew  the  area  of  operations  making  two  passes  at  3000  feet  MSL  from 
west  to  east.  Uhauthorized  aircraft  should  be  restricted  from  areas  of  operations 
as  overflights  create  a  very  hazardous  condition. 

b.  During  the  second  phase  the  artillery  base  (NEVADA)  did  not  receive 
the  flight  route  clearance  from  A ACC.  This  could  have  been  a  very  serious  error 
had  not  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  double  checked  for  proper 
clearance.  liecommend  AACC  revise  methods  of  route  clearance  to  provide  additional 
cross  checks  of  units  under  their  control. 

o.  Armed  helicopters  in  direot  support  of  ground  units  during  phase  three 
were  not  kept  informed  of  mortar' Tire  in  their  area.  Ground  elements  must  be  aware 
of  their  obligations  to  keep  attached  aviation  elements  fully  informed  of  the  tact¬ 
ical  situation  at  all  times.  Only  by  monitoring  both  ground  and  air  frequencies 
constantly  was  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  command  group  able  to  keep  it's  aimed 
aircraft  informed  as  to  friendly  mortar  fires, 

?o 


d.  During  ths  critical,  final  phases  the  last  extraction,  the  ground 
commander  asked  that  the  flight  elements  delay  for  ten  minutes.  This  request  was 
not  received  by  the  air  mission  comnander  until  his  lead  element  was  on  low  short 
final  to  LZ  12  B&C.  This  created  a  dangerous  situation  in  that  a  go -around  was 
made  over  hostile  territory  at  very  low  level.  In  future  operations  it  is  strongly 
reconmended  that  the  ground  comnander  plan  his  movements  and  hake  than  known  to  the 
air  mission  commander  far  enough  in  advance  to  avoid  last  second  changes  in  LZ  timet 

e.  During  the  planning  stages  for  future  operations  in  which  a  ilexihle 
time  schedule  is  utilized  both  the  air  mission  comnander  and  the  ground  commander 
should  agree  on  time  slippages  and  speed  ups  as  needed. 

f.  Troops  should  again  be  cautioned  against  the  practice  of  jumping  fran 
helicopters  prior  to  touch  down. 

*  t 

g.  The  airmobile  force  commander  should  relay  all  changes  in  flight  com¬ 
position  and  numbers  of  helicopters  per  element  to  his  ground  unit  comnander  for 
load  planning.  The  air  mission  commander  will  also  advise  his  pathfinders  of  these 
changes. 


h.  During  the  final  phases  of  extraction  operations  the  ground  commander 
may  plan  for  the  fastest  possible  turn  around  times  as  the  Aviation  elements  have 
the  necessary  flexibility  to  evacuate  troops  to  closer  alternate  LZ's  and  substanti¬ 
ally  reduce  turn  around  times. 

i.  The  number  of  helicopters  normally  available  to  this  unit  for  troop 
lift  dictates  that  future  planning  be  made  on  the  basis  of  three  lifts  per  bat¬ 
talion  sise  ground  unit. 

j.  In  future  extraction  operations  executed  oy  the  145th  Aviation  Bat¬ 
talion  it  will  become  standard  operating  procedure  for  armed  helicopters  to  overfly 
the  last  LZ  after  the  final  lift  is  clear  and  search  for  friendly  personnel  and 
equipment.  After  this  sweep  is  completed  these  armed  elements  will  Interdict  by 
use  of  offensive  fires  all  avenues  of  approach  to  the  LZ  to  hamper  immediate  hostil. 
occupation  of  the  area. 
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HEADQUARTERS 

145TH  AVIATION  iATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96227 

AVAW-FC  26  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report;  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation 
20-66,  14130C  March  1966 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  TASK  ORG  ANIZATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters:  ! 

I 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element;  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  Battalion  (AML) 

Attached:  3  UH-1D  helicopters  from  116th  Aviation  Company  (AML) 

12  UH-1D  helicopters 
5  UH-lB  (Armed)  helicopters 
1  UH-lB  (Maint)  helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML) 

Attached:  2  UH-1D  helicopters  from  116th  Aviation  Compnuy  1  AML) : 
12  UH-1D  helicopters 
5  UH-lB  (Armed)  helicopters 
1  UH-lB  (Maint)  helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element :  116th  Aviation  Company  (AML) : 

12  UH-1D  helicopters 
5  UH-lB  (Armed)  helicopters 
1  UH-lB  (Maint)  helicopter 

e»  4th  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company  (AML): 

Attached:  2  UK-1D  helicopters  (Tom  116th  Aviation  Company  (AML): 
12  UH-1D  helicopters 
5  UH-lB  (Armed)  helicopters 
1  UH-lB  (Maint)  helicopter 

2.  MISSION: 

The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Relnf)  provided  the  necessary  troop 
carriers,  armed  helicopters  and  control  aircraft  in  support  of  the  25th  ARVN 
Division  Airmobile  assault  into  LZ  MIKE,  (coordinates  XS  $21979)  and  LZ  ZULU 
(coordinates  IS  536892)  D  Day  and  LZ  NAN,  (coordinates  XS  909945)  on  D  Day  +  1. 


3.  SUKMAHT  of  OPERATION: 


a*  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Commander  and  Staff  assembled  at  the 
forward  command  post  (SNAKEPIT)  for  final  briefing  of  flight  crews  and  organi¬ 
zation  for  combat  141115  March  1966. 

b.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  departed  the  SNAKEPIT  at  1206 
hours  enroute  to  the  troop  loading  sites.  Two  sites  were  selected,  Cu  Chi  and 
Tram  Vang;  the  first  two  flight  elements  landed  Cu  Chi  and  loaded  troops  while 
the  third  and  fourth  flight  elements  continued  to  Tram  Vang  for  troop  leading. 

A  rendezvous  in  flight  over  a  preselected  air  control  point  was  executed  and  the 
combat  assault  conducted  into  LZ  MIKE, US AF  Tac  Air  provided  landing  zone  prepa¬ 
ration  and  the  armed  helicopters  provided  the  final  prestrike,  The  lead  flight 
element's  organic  armed  platoon  provided  suppressive  fire  during  the  assault  land¬ 
ing.  Only  light  small  anas  fire  was  received  by  the  flight  elements  during  the  *  • 
1st  assault.  Troops  for  the  second  assault  were  also  located  at  different  sites. 
Tan  An  and  Ben  Luc.  The  first,  second,  and  third  flight  elements  proceeded  to 
Tan  An  and  the  fourth  flight  element  loaded  troops  at  Ben  Luc.  A  rendezvous  in 
flight  was  executed  and  the  second  combat  assault  into  landing  zone  ZULU  was  made, 
USAF  tactical  air  and  the  armed  helicopters  previded  LZ  preparation  and  only  light 
small  arms  fire  was  received.  Upon  departure  from  the  landing  zone  the  battalion 
conducted  offensive  firing  to  seal  off  the  Viet  Cong  escape  routes.  The  battalion 
.was  released  except  for  Company  A,  501st  Aviation  Battalion  which  conducted  one 
more  assault  into  the  operational  area  with  the  command  group  and  the  remaining 
ground  force  elements  which  were  at  Ben  Luc.  During  this  portion  of  the  operation 
a  Viet  Cong  radio  station  was  discovered  and  4  troop  carriers  from  A  Company  50lst 
Aviation  Battalion  and  one  light  fire  team  conducted  a  raid,  air  lifting  35  troops 
into  the  area.  The  station  was  not  located.  One  fortified  gun  emplacement  was 
destroyed  by  rocket  fire  from  an  armed  helicopter. 

c.  At  150715  “arch  1966  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  as-^irbled 
in  the  SN  AQfiPIT  for  final  briefing  of  flight  crews  to  continue  in  supf  prt  of  the 
25th  ARVN  Division.  Flight  elements  departed  the  SNAKEPIT  at  0813  hours  enroute  j 
to  Cu  Chi  and  a  intermediate  troop  loading  site.  The  battalion  conducted  simul¬ 
taneous  loading  and  a  rendezvous  enroute  to  the  landing  zone.  The  assault  land-  j 
ing  was  complete  at  0904  hours  and  no  hostile  fire  was  received.  Upon  completion 1 
of  this  assault  the  battalion  flight  elements  were  released  to  perform  normal 
scheduled  III  Corps  command  and  liaison,  adminitrative  and  logistical  support.  <, 

d.  The  74th  Aviation  Aviation  Company  provided  one  0-1F  far  aerial 
surveillance,  radio  relay  and  weather  advisory. 

e.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  (Armed)  conducted  flight  route  and  sur¬ 
rounding  area  reconnaissance  and  LZ  prestrikes,  marking  and  continuous  over  head 

oover  for  the  ground  force.  IXiring  the  over  head  cover  phase  of  the  operation 
a  camouflaged  Viet  Cong  position  was  located,  and  ground  troops  were  alerted. 
Receiving  no  response  from  the  ARVN  force  on  the  ground  the  position  was  engaged 
by  the  araed  helicopters  and  destroyed. 

f.  In  support  of  the  air  movement  phase  the  battalion  committed  one 
0-1F  airplane  and  81  helicopters,  flying  a  total  of  181.4  hours  and  442  combat 
sorties.  A  total  of  1140  troops  were  lifted  from  four  pick  up  sites  into  the 
operational  area.  The  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter  wae  used  by  the 
25th  ARVN  Division  Command  Group  and  the  Air  Mission  Commander  for  coordination 
of  T AG  AIR,  Artillery,  and  other  supporting  elements  during  the  air  movement  of 
the  Division. 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 


ITEM 

TIME 

ACTIVITY 

1. 

141100  Mar  66 

145th  Avn  Bn  Closed  BH 

2. 

1115 

Final  Briefing 

3. 

1145 

Pathcrfinder  Trang  Bang  and  Trom 
Vang?  thereafter  reported  to  Ben 
Luc  and  Tan  An 

4. 

1206 

145th  Avn  3a  (Reinf)  departed  BH 

5. 

% 

1220 

C&C  helicopter  reported  Dd 

6. 

1230-1255 

Tac  Air  prep'd  LZ  MIKE 

7. 

1237 

1st  6  2nd  flight  elements  landed 
&  loaded  LZ  BLUE 

8. 

1240 

1st  &  2nd  flight  elements  departed 
LZ  BLUE 

9. 

1242 

3rd  &  4th  flight  elements  arrived 
LZ  BLACK 

10. 

1245 

3rd  &  4th  flight  elements  departed 
LZ  BUCK 

11. 

1247 

1st  &  2nd  flight  elements  arrived 
AGP  AIREDALE 

12. 

1249 

3rd  &  4th  flight  elements  rend- 
ezvoued  ACP  AIREDALE 

13* 

1255-1300 

Armed  Hcptr  prestruck  &  marked 

LZ  MIKE 

14. 

1300 

1st  assault  landed  LZ  MIKE 

15. 

1300-1325 

Tac  Air  Jprep'd  LZ  ZULU 

16. 

1315 

4th  flight  element  arrived  LZ 

GREEN 

17. 

1320 

1st,  2nd,  3rd  flight  elements 
arrived  and  loaded,  1Z  RED 

18. 

1323 

1st,  2nd,  flight  elepnnt  departed 
LZ  RED 

19. 

1324 

4th  flight  element  departed  LZ 
GREEN 

20. 

1325-1338 

Armed  Hcptr  prestruck  <i  na-ked 

LZ  ZULU 

21. 

1334 

Flight  elements  rendezvous!' ACP 
SPARROW 

22. 

1339 

2nd  aslt  landed  LZ  ZULU 

23. 

1348 

Bn  flight  elements  released  on 
order  except  A  Co,  501st  Avn  Bn 

24. 

1U9 

145th  Avn  Bn  conducted  offensive 
fire  on  order 

25. 

1354-1357 

A  Co,  501st  Avn  Bta  arrived  LZ 
GREEN,  loaded  &  departed 

26. 

1413 

3rd  Aslt  landed  LZ  ZULU 

27. 

1422 

A  Co,  501st  Avn  Bn  arrived  DH 
refueled,  &  released  to  perform 
scheduled  missions. 

i 


4, 


ADMINISTRATION  and  LOGISTICS: 


a.  Supply: 

(1)  The  assistant  S-4  and  POL  section  with  six  fuel  pimping  units 
departed  Bien  Hoa  at  0740  hours  for  Due  Eoa  and  prepared  to  support  the  operation! 
Coordination  had  been  effected  and  ten  2^  ton  trucks  loaded  with  55  gallon  drums 
of  JP/4  fuel  was  provided  by  the  G-4  advisor,  25th  ARVN  Division,  A  total  of 
8,000  gallons  of  JP/4  fuel  was  used  at  Due  Hoa  and  2,500  gallons  at  Eiep  Hoa , 

(2)  500  rounds  of  40  MM  ammunition  was  transported  to  Due  Hoa.  in 
support  of  the  operation. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  A  maintenance  representative  was  located  at  the  SNAKE! IT 
throughout  the  operation, 

(2)  CH-1D,  SN  64-13868,  116th  Aviation  Company,  did  not  make  tn? 
lift  due  to  an  electrical  short  in  the  fuel  booster  pump.  Aircraft  was  taken 
to  573rd  Maintenance  Detachment  for  repair. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  The  battalion  surgeon  was  airborne  throughout  the  operation 
in  the  command  and  control  helicopter. 

(2)  93rd  Medical  Detachment  provided  an  ambulance  and  aiina:i  cn 
standby  in  the  SNAKEPIT  throughout  the  operation. 

(3)  A  gunner  from  A  Company  501st  Aviation  Battalion,  armed  platoon 
sustained  an  abrasive  injury  on  the  left  forearm  during  a  firing  pass  Thu  in¬ 
jury  was  treated  by  the  battalion  surgeon  at  Due  Hoa  during  refueling  and  air¬ 
craft  and  crew  continued  with  the  mission. 

5.  COMMENTS  and  RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a.  Unannounced  and  uncontrolled  artillery  fire  continue  to  present  a 
major  problem,  particularly  when  staging  area  or  airfields  are  ringed  with  art¬ 
illery.  In  addition,  the  eentral  controlling  agency  for  artillery.  Fire  Support 

Coordination  Center,  at  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division  and  III  Corps  TOC  is  informed 
of  impending  operations  by  this  battalion  and  a  flight  route  torrtLdor  is  for¬ 
warded  to  FSCC,  and  III  Corps  TOC  for  coordination  with  supporting  artillery  units 
Confirmation  is  always  received  prior  to  the  air  movement,  fne  command  and  con¬ 
trol  helicopter  arrived  in  the  area  and  requested  confirmation  of  flight  route 
clearance.  The  local  PSCC  was  not  aware  of  the  flight  route. 

/ 

b.  Recommend  that  coomadd  emphasis  be  placed  on  the  positive  control 
of  artillery  fires  and  that  local  artillery  controlling  agencies  be  notified 
through  1st  US  Infantry  Division  FSCC  of  Air  Movement  within  their  tactioal  area 
of  responsibility. 


hcSrst  k.  joosV 

Lt  Col  Infantry 

Commanding 


Distribution: 

Special 


« 

HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96227 

AVAW-FC  5  April  1966' 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation 
22-66,  5  April  1966 


TO:  Distribution  Special 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  A  Company  501st  Aviation  Battalion 

8  UH-1D  helicopters 
1  UH-1B  helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML) 

10  UH-1D  helicopters 
3  UH-1B  (armed)  helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (maint)  helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element:  U8th  Aviation  Company  (AML) 

9  UH-1D  helicopters 

3  UH-1B  (armed)  helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (maint)  helicopter 

e„  Support  Element: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  AMB)(-) 

2,  MISSION t  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Provided  troop  carriers, 
armed  helicopters,  radio  relay  and  coanand  and  control  aircraft  for  Eagle 
Airborne  Assault  into  LZ's  Scarlet,  (coordinates  XT  029544)  and  Red  (coordi¬ 
nates  XT  OU585)i  050800  April  1966  and  conducted  extractions  on  order  from 
LZ’s  OlO-.N.  and  PURPLE  for  repositioning  into  LZ  1  GREEN. 


2  <■ 


3*  SUMMARY  OF.  OPERATIONS « ■ 

a.  Battalion  combat  and  support  elements  (-  68th  Aviation  Company) 
closed  the  Bien  Hoa  (SNAKEPIT)  staging  area  050440  April  1966  for  final 
briefing  and  organization  for  combat, 

b.  Flight  Elements  departed  Bien  Hoa  enroute  to  the  troop  loading 
site  at  Tay  Ninh  at  0522,  %e  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
(-)  preceded  the  lift  elements  and  prepared  the  troops  for  immediate  loading 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  troop  carriers.  Tay  Ninh  airfield  was  used  as  a  load¬ 
ing  zone  and  no  difficulty  in  loading  was  experienced, 

c.  The  initial  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  Scarlet  was  delayed  for 
tweleve  minutes  because  friendly  artillery  was  not  in  position  to  support. 

After  this  lift  was  completed  the  troop  carriers  returned  to  Tay  Ninh,  refuel¬ 
ed  and  were  joined  by  the  68th  aviation  company. 

d.  At  0746  145th  Aviation  Battalion  departed  Tay  Ninh  airfield  en¬ 
route  to  LZ  Red  (North).  Prior  to  the  armed  helicopter  prestrike  and  marking 
of  LZ  Red  (North)  two  helicopters  dropped  CS  gas,  followed  by  another  helicop¬ 
ter  using  the  "MAD"  system  in  the  offensive  fire  zone  north  of  the  LZ.  Both 
assaults  in  LZ  Red  (North)  went  as  planned  on  scheduled  and  enemy  fire  received 
one  and  one  half  kilometers  north  east  of  the  LZ  was  ineffective.  Each  flight 
element  on  departing  LZ  Red  conducted  offensive  fires  from  armed  ships  and 
3lick  door  guns  covering  the  barrier  created  bjr.the  CS.  This  resulted  in  3 

KB  A  and  3  WBA  and  an  estimated  9  KBA  in  the  area  immediately  south  of  the 
barrier.  The  CIDG  forces  did  not  advance  into  or  North  of  the  barrier  which 
was  also  covered  by  offensive  fire.  Results  in  this  area  are  unknown,  but 
estimated  to  be  twice  the  confirmed  results,  the  third  assault  landing  was 
changed,  by  the  ground  commander,  from  LZ  Red  (South)  to  LZ  Red  (North  &  South) 

e.  Phase  III  of  the  operation  was  cancelled  because  ground  elements 
were  in  close  contact  with  enemy  forces.  During  this  time  frame  the  CIDG 
troops  were  supported  both  by  armed  and  dustoff  (Aerial  Ambulance)  helicopters. 
At  1145  a  slick  evacuated  four  ARVN  WIA's  from  the  vicinity  of  LZ  Brown.  The 
dustoff  aircraft  participating  in  the  evacuation  was  fired  upon  and  hit  by  an 
automatic  weapon;  the  crew  chief  returned  the  fire  killing  the  Viet  Cong  gunner 
at  1540  four  more  ARVN  WIA's  were  evacuated  from  LZ  Brown  by  gun  ships. 

f.  4t  1705  the  final  phase  of  the  day's  operation  began  with  the 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  lifting  798  CIDG  troops  in  three  lifts,  lew  level 
from  LZs  Brown  to  LZ  Green.  One  helicopter  from  the  68th  Aviation  Company 
crashed  on  take  off  from  LZ  Brown  with  no  serious  injurys  to  crew  members. 

By  1805  this  helicopter  had  been  recovered  by  the  56th  Transporation  Company  . 
LZ  Green  was  prostruck  by  organic  gun  ships  with  only  light  snail  aims  fire 
received  to  the  notbh  and  north  east  of  the  LZ. 

,*  g.  The  74th  ■  vi'ition_  Company  provided  one  0-1F  for  radio  relay, 
weather,  advisory  and  surveillance  throughout  thi  operation, 

•  h.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  5  UH-1B  (armed)  helicopters 
and  conducted  flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance,  landing  zone 
marking,  prestrike  and  provided  two  helicopters  for  CS  gas  dispensing.  One 
UH-1D  helicopter  from  the  U8th  Aviation  Company  was  attached  for  dropping  81 
mm  mortar  rounds  equipped  with  boob  fuzes  following  the  gas  strike. 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 


TIME 

ACTIVITY 

0440 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  closed  &NAKEPIT 

0445 

Final  Briefing 

0522 

A/5018 t, 118th,  and  197th  departed  SNAKEPIT 

0600 

Flight  elements  arrived  Tay  Ninh 

0610-0625 

Artillery  preparation  LZ  Scarlet 

0618 

Flight  elements  loaded  and  departed  Tay  Ninh 

0625-0630 

Armed  helicopters  marked  and  prestruck  LZ 
Scarlet 

0630 

Flight  elements  landed  LZ  Scarlet 

0645 

Flight  elements  arrived  Tay  Ninh(refueled) 
(Note:  1200  lbs  UH-1D) 

0700 

68th  Avn  Co  arrived  Tay  Ninh  (refueled) 
(Note;  1200  lbs  UH-1D) 

0710-0755 

Tac  Air  prep  LZ  Red  (North) 

0746 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  Tay  Ninh 

0755-0800 

Armed  helicopter  marked  and  prestruck  LZ 

Red  (North) 

0755-0800 

Operation  "GAS "and  "MAD" 

0800 

1st  assault  landed  LZ  Red  (North) 

0835 

2nd  assault  landed  LZ  Red  (North) 

0910 

3rd  assault  landed  LZ  Red  (North  &  South) 

0930 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  Tay  Ninh  (refueled) 
stood-by  fbr further  operations 

1705 

145th  Avr,  Bn  arrived  ’LZs  Brown  and  Purple 
(2  lifts  LZ  Purple,  three  lifts  LZ  Brown) 
into  LZ  Green 

1820 

145th  Avn  Bn  Elements  were  released. 

In  support  of  this  operation  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  one  0-1F 
airplane  and  39  helicopters  flying  114  hours  and  223  combat  sorties,  carrying 
1019  troops  in  a  multi  lift  operation.  Four  aircraft  were  hit  by  ground  fire, 
hcwever  there  were  no  aircrew  casualties. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Battalion  S-4  coordinated  with  the  S-4  of  Det  32,  Tay  Ninh 
for  six  (6)  2j  ton  vechiles  to  be  loaded  with  fifteen  (15)  drums  of  JP/4. 

(2)  The  118th  Aviation  Company  provided  3,  UH-1D  to  transport 
six.'(6)  fuel  pumps  to  Tay  Ninh. 

(3)  A  total  of  46  UH-l*s  and  5  CH-47’8  were  refueled  for  a  con¬ 
sumption  of  13,500  gallons  of  JP/4. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  A  battalion  maintenance  representative  was  located  at  the 
battalion  forward  command  post  throughout  the  operation. 


? 

Sr 


(2)  fhe  following  aircraft  from  the  68th  Aviation  Company  re¬ 
ceived  damages  as  indicated: 

(a)  UH-1D,  SN  64-14087,  received  a  small  arms  romd  through 
the  radio  compartment  rendering  several  radios  inoperative.  Aircraft  continued 
with  the  operation. 

(b)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13798,  crashed  into  trees  departing  the 
landing  zone.  Aircraft  was  a  total  loss.  Aircraft  was  evacuated  to  Vung  Tau. 

(3)  UH-1D,  SN  63-8597  from  the  118th  Aviation  Company  received 
small  arms  rounds  through  the  left  side  of  aircraft  causing  minor  damage. 
Aircraft  continued  with  the  mission. 

(4)  UH-1B,  SN  63-8658,  from  the  57th  Medical  Detachment,  received 
a  small  arms  round  through  the  bottom  of  aircraft  under  pilot  seat.  No  major 
damage  was  caused  and  aircraft  continued  with  the  mission. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  Aid  Station  was  provided  by  the  430th  Medical  Detachment  and 
transported'  to  battalion  forward  *conmand  post  by  the  68th  Avn  Co. 

(2)  No  US  casualties  were  reported  as  a  result  of  the  operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a.  At  051040  artillery  fired  from  the  LZ  Scarlet  area  into  the  LZ 
Red  (North)  objective  area  while  Saber  elements  were  airborne  in  that  area. 

No  coordination  was  made  with  either  the  command  and  control  element  or  Saber 
flight  leader.  Artillery  conmanders  at  all  levels  must  be  made  aware  of  their 
responsibilities  to  supporting  Aviation  Elements,  and  coordination  must  be 
made  down  to  the  flight  element  level  when  both  artillery  and  armed  helicopter 
support  are  utiliziod, 

b.  The  aircraft  utilizied  in  the  tactical  air  prestrike  were  chgmged 
from  F-lOOs  to  A-lEs  without  notification  to  the  air  mission  comnander.  The 
change  of  bomb  load  from  5001b  general  purpose  and  CEUs  to  white  phosphorus 
caused  smoke  obscuration  of  both  LZ  Red  North  and  the  offensive  fire  zone. 

c.  the  air  mobile  force  commander  must  be  designated  in  the  order 
for  the  ground  tactical  plan.  A  clearly  defined  chain  of  command  is  necessary 
for  a  smoothly  controlled  operation. 

d.  Supported  unit  comaanders  must  remain  in  constant  connunication 
with  the  air  mission  commander  to  insure  that  timely  diacisiona  ore  made  to 
insure  successful  operations. 

e.  The  locations  of  enemy  forces  firing  on  flight  elements  were 
passed  to  ground  commanders  for  action  and  information.  Little  or  no  action 
was  taken  by  ground  commanders  to  elimimte  the  source  of  this  fire  or  to 
engage  the  enemy. 


f.  The  aerial  photographs  requested  from  IIFFV  for  this  operation 
ware  unsatisfactory.  The  aerial  photographs  recieved  did  not  cover  the  area 
requested  and  the  key  which  located  the  area  of  the  aerial  photos  was  diffe¬ 
rent  from  the  aerial  photos  recieved. 

g.  The  G-3,  II  F  Forces  V  observed  the  entire  airmobile  operation 
from  the  command  and  control  aircraft. 

h.  CG  Aviation  Brigade  was  briefed  by  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Commander  at  051500,  he  than  participated  in  the  final  phase  of  the  operation. 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Infantry 
Commanding 


HEAIXiUAItTiiiS 
145TI1  AVl^TiOl.  Bi-'JfT  ,1.1®: 

APO  San  Francisco  96307 

AVAW-FC  19  January  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Aeport,  Operation  1-66,  145th  Aviation  Battalion, 

4  January  1966 


TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  AFO  San  Francisco  96345 

Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco  96307 
Senior  advisor.  Ill  A itVN  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96227 


1,  TASK  QttGi  .uIZitTiOK : 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  6Sth  nviation  Company: 

11  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (•  aint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element :  A  Co,  501st  Aviation  Battalion: 

11  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UII-13  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (iadnt)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  element:  118th  nviation  Company: 

11  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UK-113  («nned)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Kaint)  Helicopter 

e .  Support  element : 

14 5 tli  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 

145th  aviation  3attalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (nir  Amb)  (*) 


2.  MISSION:  The  It. 5th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  troop  carrier, 
armed  escort,  and  CoJuv-rd  ?.rA  Control  aircraft  for  the  25th  MVk  Division 
airmobile  assault  with  t>o  battalions  (3/^9  pnd  1/49)  into  LZ  LIKE  (coordinates 
XT  407179)  and  U  GOLF  ( coordinates  Jfl!  423162),  7  Km  southeast  of  Go  Dau 

Ha,  RVN,  beginning  041000  January  1966;  thereafter,  provided  continuous 
armed  overhead  cover  and  close  support  for  ground  operations.  Flight 
elements  were  then  released  to  perform  scheduled  III  Corps  missions  subject 
to  a  two  hour  recall  to  lift  a  reserve  reaction  force. 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATION : 

a.  Commanders,  Staff,  and  supporting  elements  assembled  at  the 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Forward  Command  Post  in  Bien  Hoa,  040830  January 
1966,  for  final  briefing.  Flight  elements  of  the  battalion  were  assembled, 
given  final  instructions,  and  organized  for  combat.  At  0925  hours  the 
flight  elexaents  departed  Dien  Hoa  enroute  to  the  initial  troop  loading  3ite 
at  Cu  Chi- 


b.  At  the  Cu  Chi  loading  site  the  battalion  flight  elements 
encountered  a  flight  of  VNAF  CH-47 ’ s  (10)  which  had  arrived  in  the  loading 
site  unannounced.  The  VKAF  CH-471 s  were  scheduled  to  airlift  the  49th  ;utVK 
regiment  Command  Post  group  into  the  operational  area  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  initial  combat  assault  had  been  completed.  Due  to  the  efforts  of  the 
25th  AHVN  Division  Commanding  General  (flying  in  the  Cojimand  and  Control 
helicopter)  and  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder,  the  VHAF  CH-47 
flight  was  repositioned  in  order  to  permit  the  orbiting  assault  troop  carriers 
to  land  in  the  loading  site.  Loading  was  extremely  slow  due  to: 

(1)  Ivon  availability  of  troops  in  the  loading  area. 

(2)  Limited  Pathfinder  Personnel, 

(3)  The  American  advisor  with -he  A liVN  troop  unit  showed 
little  initative  in  oxganizing  ground  elements  for 
loading. 

c.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  flight  elements  departed  the  loading 
,:ate  at  Cu  Chi  five  minutes  behind  schedule  due  to  the  encountered  delays; 
however,  this  time  was  regained  during  flight  enroute  to  the  objective  area. 

The  artillery  and  tactical  air  pre strike  of  the  landing  zone  was  extremely 
good  and  well  coordinated  from  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter.  ..rmed 
helicopters  of  the  197th  aviation  Company  received  small  arms  fire  during 
bntir  reconnaissance  ofthk  LZ' and  returned  suppressive  fire..  The  initial 
assault  landing  in  Li  LIKE  was  relatj.vely  unopposed;  however,  each  flight 
olement  received  small  arms  fire  in  the  vicinity  of  the  LZ  and  during  departure. 
The  second  combat  assault  was  made  from  a  loading  site  at  TitA MG  HAAG  into 
LA  GOLF.  Landing  Zone  GOLF  was  adjusted  approxinv.  tely  50  meters  south  and 
asst  from  a  wet  marshy  area  to  firmer  ground  by  the  Command  and  Control 
helicopter.  No  fire  was  received  during  the  second  assault  landing.  Upon 
completion  of  the  second  assault,  battalion  elements  were  releasod  to  home 
Station  for  organization  and  preparation  to  continue  scheduled  III  Corps 
fissions. 


n 


d.  197th  Aviation  Company  performed  flight  route  and  LZ 
reconnaissance,  marking  and  prestrike  of  the  landing  zone  and  continuous 
overhead  cover  for  the  ground  operation. 

e.  The  145th  Aviation  Battali  on  Command  and  Control  helicopter 
effected  the  necessary  coordination  and  control  of  flight  elements,  tactical 
air  strikes,  and  other  supporting  fires  throughout  the  operation. 

f.  Sixty-four  helicopters  were  committed  by  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  in  support  of  the  operation.  A  total  of  320  sorties  and  118  flying 
hours  were  flown,  ho  aircraft  received  hits  or  were  damaged. 


SLAUAhCE  OF  warns 


040815  Jan  66 

145th  Avn  Bn  closed  Bien  Hoa 

0830 

Final  Briefing  at  Bien  Hoa 

0925-0955 

Tac  Air  preparation  LZ  1..IKL 

0925 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  Bien  Hoa 

0942 

145th  Avn  3n  arrived  Cu  Chi,  loaded  troops  and 
departed 

0955-1000 

Armed  helicopters  prestrike  LZ  LIKE 

1000 

1st  Assault  Landing  LZ  HIKE 

1005-1030 

Tac  Air  preparation  1Z  GOLF 

1010-1015 

145th  ..vn  Bn  ax  rived  Trang  Bang,  loaded  troops 
and  departed 

1030-1035 

Armed  helicopters  prestrike  LZ  GOLF 

1035 

2nd  Assault  Landed  LZ  GOLF 

1100 

145th  Avn  Bn  released 

4.  ADi-JNIoLRATiOh  AID  LOGISTICS : 

a.  Supply: 

(l)  Refueling  was  conducted  at  Bien  Hoa  with  an  initial 
top  off.  Armed  aircraft  refueled  at  Due  Hoa  and  used  5,050  gallons  of 
JlV4. 


(2)  It  was  decided  to  maintain  2  men  and  pumping  units  at 
Due  Hoa  for  continuing  operations, 

b.  Maintenance:  No  maintenance  problems  were  reported. 

c,  Medical: 

(1)  The  93rd  Medical  Detecnment  ambulance  was  on  standby 
at  Bien  Hoa  (31.AKEPIT). 

(2)  The  Battalion  Surgeon  was  .  ated  at  Bao  Trai  (l?3rd 
<L.irbome  Brigade  Clearing  Station)  . 

(3)  No  casualties  were  reported. 


5.  PuOBUi'.S  liDOjbM&D: 

a.  Troops  were  no*.  cooperative  or  well  organized  in  loading  sites 
and  caused  unnecessary  delay.  Fortunately,  the  flight  elements  were  able 

to  regain  the  lost  time  and  arrive  in  the  landing  zone  close  to  supporting 
fires  as  planned. 

b.  The  VNAF  CH-47  flight  was  not  well  coordinated  and  nearly- 
precluded  the  troop  carriers  from  a- tomplishing  their  assigned  mission  on 
time, 

6.  RECOid  jillDATXONS : 

a.  That  supported  units  render  maximum  cooperation  and  assistance 
to  the  airmobile  battalion  pathfinder  representatives  during  loading  zone 
organization  and  operation. 

b.  That  all  aircraft  assigned  for  a  particular  operation  be  placed 
under  one  air  mission  commander  in  order  to  comply  with  the  principle  of 
unity  of  command. 


CHARIES  K.  HONOUR  JR. 

Lt  Colonel  Infantry 
Commanding 


HEADQU.  cHitAi 

245'iH  AVIATION  R»TTALXOK 
APO  San  Francisco  9630? 

AVAW-FC  A  February  1966 

StEJiiXJT:  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  3-66 
7  January  1966 


TOi  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  division,  AFO  San  Francisco 

96345 

Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco 
96307 

Senior  Advisor,  III  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96227 


1.  TASK  CEGalllAdTIOK: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b*  1st  Flight  Element;  A  Company,  50lst  Aviation  Battalion 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-13  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-13  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Kaint )  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UK-13  (Kaint)  Helicopter 

e.  Support  Element ; 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 

145th  Aviation  3attalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Amb)  (-) 


AT 


2.  MISSION :  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  (~)  provided  troop 
carriers,  armed  cover,  and  control  aircraft  for  the  48th  Regiment,  10th  41 iVK 
Bivision's  airmobile  assault  with  two  Battalions  (2/48  Inf  and  3/48  Inf) 
from  LZ  ORA AGE  (An  Loc)  into  Landing  Zone  flLD  (coordinates  YT  896419) 

15  Km  northwest  of  Vo  Dat  beginning  070800  January  1966, 

3. '  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  The  145th  aviation  Battalion  (-)  closed  the  145th 
Aviation  Battalion  Forward  staging  area  (SIAEEPIT)  070615  January  1966 
under  the  cover  of  darkness  for  final  briefing  arid  organization  f  or 
combat. 


b.  At  0713  hours  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  (-)  flight 
elements  departed  the  SWAKEPIT  enroute  to  LZ  QnABGE  (An  Loc)  the  troop 
staging  area.  Flight  elements  departed  LZ  ORANGE  at  0730  hours  enroute 
to  the  lending  zone.  The  first  assault  landing  was  completed  at  0800 
hours  with  flight  elements  landing  in  Battalion  column.  Units  echeloned 
their  formations  to  the  left  to  avoid  landing  directly  into  the  sun  and  to 
effectively  utilize  all  of  the  available  landing  area.  Light  small  arms 
fire  was  received  during  the  armed  helicopter  reconnaissance  of  the  LZ. 

The  second  assault  landing  was  completed  at  0900  hours.  The  landing  zone 
was  adjusted  150  meters  northeast  of  the  original  landing  zone  to  facilitate 
troop  movement  into  the  objective  area.  Flight  elements  returned  to  .Xuan 
Loc  to  refuel  and  reorganize.  Due  to  a  shortage  of  troops  only  fifteen 
aircraft  were  required  to  complete  the  third  assault  landing  which  terminated 
at  1035  hours.  After  the  third  lift  fifteen  addition  1  troops,  ill  with 
malaria,  were  evacuated  from  Tanh  Linh  to  Kam  Tan.  At  1215  hours,  all 
battalion  elements  were  released  and  returned  to  normal  assigned  III 

Corps  missions. 

c.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  (A3L)  provided  one  0-1F  for 
weather  advisories,  radio  relay,  and  aerial  surveillance. 

d.  The  197th  /.viation  Company  (Armed)  provided  armed 
helicopters  for  flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance,  landing 
zone  marking,  prestrike,  and  continuous  overhead  cover  for  the  ground 
operations . 


SL'.UAI  CL  OF  LVEl.TS 


070600  Jan  66 

145th  ,.vn  Bn  Fwd  CP  opened  Dion  Ho& 

0615 

145th  nvn  Dn  closed  oinJliPiT 

0630 

Final  briefing 

0700 

C&C  helicopter  reported  Juan  Loc 

0700 

Pathfinder  reported  La  ORANGE 

0713 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  nien  Hoa 

0725-0755 

Tac  air  prestrike,  Lo  RED 

0730 

145th  nvn  Bn  arrived  LZ  at  ..KGL  loaded  and  departed 

0755-0800 

Armed  helicopter,  marked  and  prestruck  LZ  RAD 

0800 

1st  ns It  landing  LZ  RED 

0830 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  LZ  UIAGL  loaded  ancl  departed 

0900 

2nd  nslt  landing  LZ  iUD 

0930 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  Auan  Loc  a  nd  refueled 

?( 


0943-1030 

1025 

1035 

1200 

1200-1730 


Completed  3rd  ..sit  landing,  LZ  RED 

3rd  Flight  Element  arrived  Tan  Linh  loaded 

and  depar  ted 

3rd  Flight  Element  landed  LZ  ELD 
145th  Avn  3n  released 
145th  .ivn  En  prepared  for  following  days 
operation  which  was  to  require  a  maximum 
effort . 


/  e .  Supporting  this  operation  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 

provided  one  fixed  wing  and  56  rotary  wing  aircraft  Hying  219.4  hours  end 
44^  combat  sorties. 


4.  ADillKiSTRATIQh  mlD  LOGISTICS: 


a.  Supply: 

Coordination  was  effected  with  the  G-4  advisor  Of  the 
10th  Division  at  Xuan  Loc  on  6  January  1966  for  the  use  of  an  area 
to  conduct  rapid  refueling  for  the  operation  on  7  January  1966,  Arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  two  CH-47 1 s  to  move  fifteen  500  gallon  bladders  of 
Jl/4  to  Xuan  Loc,  In  addition,  five  men  and  eleven  pumping  units  were 
transported  to  Xuan  Loc  on  6  January  1966  in  order  to  prepare  the  area 
for  rapid  refueling. 

b.  Maintenance: 

y  /  The  following  aircraft  of  the  118th  Aviation  Company 

required  maintenance  support  as  indicated: 

1 

'  l 

(1)  UH-1D,  Sli  64-13702,  experienced  a  fuel  control  unit 
failure  and  did  not  make  the  lift, 

(2)  UH-13,  SK  62-4590,  was  inspected  by  the 

crew  chief  after  the  first  lift  and  the  mixing  lever  bearings  were  found 
to  be  excessively  worn.  The  mixing  levers  were  replaced  and  the  aircraft 
returned  to  home  station, 

c.  Medical: 

The  430th  Medical  Detachment  provided  on  air  airmobile  aid 
station  at  Xuan  Loc  with  the  Battalion  Flight  Surgeon  supervising.  N0 
casualties  were  reported, 

5.  C  OU  LETS: 

a.  The  Command  and  Control  helicopter  overflying  the  operation 
observed  three  Viet  Cong  fleeing  the  operational  area.  The  Command  and 
Control  helicopter  descended  into  the  operational  area  to  mark 
and  8upress  their  escape  route  with  machine  gun  fire.  One  Viet  Cong 
xas j  killed,  and  the  others  took  refuge  under  heavy  cover.  The  command  and 
control  helicopter  again  marked  the  hiding  place  of  the  vict  Cong  and 
directed  armed  helicopters  to  strike  the  area  to  insure  that  their  escape 
route  was  blocked. 


b.  During  the  dry  season  in  areas  that  are  dusty,  protective 
goggles  must  be  provided  to  all  ground  personnel,  particularly  those 
conducting  helicopter  refueling  operations,  and  pathfinder  duties. 


C ‘ •  riJ.uJiS  It.  OriOOH  H • 

Lt.  Colonel  Infantry 
Commanding 


HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BaTT'XIfW 
APO  S*n  Francisco  96307 


AVAV-FC  1  February  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  'ction  Report,  145th  Aviation  battalion  Operation  5-66 
14  January  1966 


TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco 

96345 

Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO-  S°n  Francisco  96307 
Senior  ' dvi sor ,  III  ARVK  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96?97 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  Battalion: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  A  Company,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element:  6Bth  Aviation  Company: 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

e.  Support  filament: 

145th  'viation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  3-ttalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Ambulance  )(-) 


MISSION:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  troop  carrier,  armed 
escort,  and  Command  and  Control  helicopters  to  extract  3  battalions  (1/503, 
l/RAH,  and  2/503)  of  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  from  LZ  FEBRUARY  (coordinates 
XT  633303)  and  LZ  JULY  (coordinates  XT  651263).  10  kilometers  northeast  of 
Trung  Lap,  to  Bien  Hoa,  RVN. 

3.  SIM  ARY  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  This  operation  was  planned  and  coordinated  with  the  Aviation 
Officer  and  C-3  of  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade.  An  initial  briefing  was 
conducted  by  the  Commander  and  Staff,  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  131600  January 
1966.  On  the  following  day,  1/L0650  January  1966,  Commanders  and  the  Staff 
again  assembled  for  final  briefing  and  last  minute  instructions,  while  Aviation 
elements  were  being  organized  and  prepared  for  the  extraction.  The  1/ 5th 
Aviation  Battalion  staged  under  the  hours  of  darkness  in  the  SN'KEPIT  (Rien  Hoa), 
and  the  147th  Aviation  Company  (Ned  Hcptr)  w«S  staged  after  first  light  in  the 
BIRDCAGE  (Bien  Hop). 

b.  Seven  extractions  were  planned;  three  from  LZ  FEBRUARY,  and  four 
from  LZ  JULY,  with  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  consisting  of  30  TfH-lD  assault 
troop  carriers,  making  the  initial  and  final  extractions,  while  the  CH-47 
(CHINOOK)  flight  from  the  147th  Aviation  Company  made  intermediate  extractions 
from  the  secured  LZ's.  Flight  elements  departed  the  stagin'?  area  at  0740  hours 
enroute  to  LZ  FEBRUARY  for  extraction  of  the  l/503rd  Airborne  Infantry  Battalion. 
The  Battalion  was  short  3  UH-lD's,  of  the  required  39  helicopters,  due  to 
maintenance  and  other  commitments.  The  first  flight  element  received  enemy 
automatic  weapons  fire  along  fin  l  approach  into  the  LZ  and  all  subseciuent 
elements  were  directed  to  fly  east  of  the  planned  flight  route  in  order  to 
minimize  exposure.  ,adio  communi cations  with  the  CH-47' s  for  all  practical 
purposes  was  impossible  on  both  UHF  and  FM  frequencies.  Consequently,  the  CH-47 
flight  leader  was  unable  to  receive  rerouting  instructions  and  overflew  the 
enemy  automatic  weapon  positions  and  received  numerous  small  caliber  hits. 

Seven  CH-47' s  out  of  nine  committed  for  the  operation  made  their  initial  extract¬ 
ion;  however,  due  to  enemy  ground  fire  and  other  maintenance  difficulties,  only 
four  were  able  to  make  their  second  extr'etion  and  their  availability  subecmently 
fell  to  two.  One  medium  helicopter  repaired  in  the  staging  area  snd  returned 
the  operational  area.  Due  to  the  heavy  loss  in  meduum  helicopters,  which  rep¬ 
resented  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  to  be  extracted,  an  emergency  call  was 
made  to  the  Battalion  Forward  CP  to  scramble  evry  available  helicopter  that 
could  b3  obtained,  since  the  integrity  and  strength  of  final  security  forces  in 
LZ  had  been  diluted.  Enemy  fire  in  and  around  the  LZ  had  increased  markedly  and 
although  the  Battalion  had  increased  troop  carrier  helicopters  to  maximum  emer¬ 
gency  over  loads  (9  and  10  troops  per  aircraft),  twolve  troops  wore  still  left 
in  the  LZ.  The  command  «nd  control  helicopter  directed  close  armed  helicopter 
cover  and  went  into  the  IZ  to  extract  four  of  the  remaining  troops.  Tbo  Fath- 
finder  helicopter  and  ono  *raed  helico  ter  were  also  directed  into  the  LZ  to 
effect  final  personnel  extraction  while  additional  armed  helicopters  W3ro  sur¬ 
passing  enemy  positions  within  50  meters  of  the  LZ  with  machine  guns,  rockets, 
and  40MK  grenades.  One  ^viator  W"s  wounded  in  the  arm  during  this  extraction 

uid  ono  enemy  50  caliber  machine  gun  was  reported  at  coordinates  XT  625302. 


c.  All  helicopters  were  refueled,  rearmed  and  inspected  prior 
to  the  next  phase  of  the  extraction  of  the  1/uA  .  and  2/503rd  '‘■irtrome 
Infantry  battalion  from  LZ  JULY.  This  LZ  had  received  ene.ny  ntortar  fire 
prior  to  the  arrival  of  helicopters  and  light  to  moderate  fj re  was  received 
during  the  extraction  upon  departure  from  the  area.  Subsequent  extractions 
went  smoothly;  however,  the  reduction  in  lift  capability,  with  the  CH-47 
losses,  continued  to  disrupt  the  planned  extraction  a nd  jeopardized  the 
integrity  and  strength  of  th.  final  security  force.  In  view  of  the  reduced 
lift  capability  and  tne  hazard  presented  to  the  small  remaining  security 
force;  it  was  decided  to  extract  all  ground  elements  to  a  nearby,  secure 
intermediate  position  and  when  all  troops  were  out  of  tho  threatened  area, 
to  continue  their  repositioning  to  Bien  Hoa  unhampered  or  jeopardized  by 
refueling  interruptions. 

d.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  (-)  provided  seven  UH-1B  ( Armed) 
helicopters  for  flight  route  reconnaissance,  LZ  reconnaissance,  marking, 
escort,  and  surrounding  area  cover.  The  197th  also  extracted  two  troops  from 
the  first  IZ. 

e.  One  Cl-F  airplane  from  the  74th  *vo  ->tion  Company  provided 
weather  advisory  information,  radio  relay,  surveillance  of  the  area  and 
flight  element  navigational  assistance. 

f.  The  Battalion  Command  and  °ontrol  helicopter  carried  the  air¬ 
mobile  force  commander's  representative,  artillery  controller,  air  liaison 
officer,  and  the  air  mission  Commander.  Necessary  coordination,  alternate 
planning  and  controlling  was  easily  effected  by  the  assembled  Command  =nd 
Control  group.  The  intermediate  LZ  =t  Trung  Lap  was  also  marked  bTr  the 
Battalion  Command  and  Control  helicopter. 

g.  Curing  the  extraction  the  Battalion  comitt  d  65  helicopters, 
one  fixed  wing  airplane,  and  flow  247.4  hours  and  ^13  sorties.  *  total 

of  2060  troops  were  extracted;  525  by  CH-47  and  1535  by  UH-1D  troop  carriers. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  IOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  The  3attalion  FCL  representatives  closed  Bien  Ho®,  at 
0635  hours.  A  tot a1  of  eight  Jp/4  tinkers  were  available  from  Battalion 
resources  at  Bien  Ho®. 

(2)  Arrangements  -.ore  made  to  augment  thes'-  tankers  with  one 
tanker  from  the  120th  and  197th  Aviation  Companies  and  one  ton  truck  with 
500  gallon  bladders  with  puwping  unit  from  HKD,  145th  Aviation  Battalion, 

(3)  With  the  attachment  of  eirht  CH-47' a  frbm  the  147th  ‘viation 
Company,  arrangements  were  made  for  two  5,000  gallon  tankers  from  tho  506th 
Company  from  the  Long  Binh  »rea  for  support  in  refueling. 
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(4)  A  tot.pl  of  sixty-four  aircraft  rare  refueled  for  a  tot  pi 
consumption  of  16,525  gallons  of  JP/4, 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  The  following  aircraft  of  Co  A  501st  Aviation  Battalion 
received  damage  ps  indicated: 

(a)  UH-1D,  SN  6A-13922,  received  bullet  damage  through 
pilot's  door,  lower  forwprd  cpbin  window,  and  overhead  cabin  window.  Aircraft 
continued  mission  and  returned  to  home  station  for  repairs. 

(b)  UK-13,  64-13669,  received  combat  damage  to  main 
rotor  blade  while  departing  the  Landing  Zone.  Aircraft  continued  mission  and 
returned  to  home  station  for  repairs. 

(c)  UH-1B,  SN  63-8650,  6th  Airlift  Platoon,  experienced 
s  hot  start  during  starting,  prior  to  lift.  Aircraft  did  not  make  the  lift 
ana  waS  toved  to  the  151st  Transport ation  Detachment  Detachment  for  inspection. 

(2)  The  following  aircraft  of  the  68th  Aviation  Company 
received  damage  as  indicated: 

(a)  UH-1D,  SN  64-14c09,  received  bullet  damage  to  main 
rotor  blade.  Aircraft  continued  mission  and  returned ’to  Snakepit,  Aircraft 
w?s  grounded  for  repairs  upon  its  return  to  home  station. 

(b)  UH-1D,  SN  64-14799,  left  fuel  boost  rump  w*s  1.  'iced 
to  be  leaking  after  landing  at  the  Snakepit  for  refueling.  Temporary  repai rs 
were  made  and  aircraft  w^s  flown  to  home  station  for  installation  of  a  new 
boost  pump. 

(3)  The  147th  ‘viation  Company  had  seven  CH-47's  that  received 
bullet  damage  entering  and  departing  the  Landing  Zone.  Six  aircraft  returned 
to  the  Birdcage  -where  temporary  repairs  were  made  on  three  of  the  dampoed 
aircraft.  Ihree  aircraft  remained  in  the  Birdcage  for  further  repairs.  The 
seventh  aircraft  was  unable  to  return  to  the  Birdcage  but  made  a  safe  landing 
at  Phu  Loi  for  repairs. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  The  93rd  Medical  Detachment  ambulance  was  on  standby  at 

the  Snakepit. 

(2)  The  Battalion  Surgeon  was  located  at  the  forward  command 

post. 

(3)  One  casualty:  ’.JO  '  olf  sustained  multiple  abrasive  wounds 
of  right  foretm  and  right  side  of  face. 
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Puncture  wounds  were  also  sust pined  in  right  upp  r  forearm  from  metpllic 
fragments.  The  Bpttplion  Surgeon  removed  the  fragments,  cleaned,  pnd  dressed 
the  wound.  ..ounds  were  sustained  entering  LZ  FEBRUARY.  No  disability  resulted. 

5.  PROBLEM  AREAS: 

p.  Coramunicption  on  UHF  and  FM  with  the  CH-47  helicopters  wps  p 
major  problem.  The  helicopter  se  ais  to  hove  so  many  operating  systems  that 
communications  pre  garbl.  d,  blocked  pnd  distorted,  making  control  extremely 
difficult. 


b.  An  adequate  number  of  aircraft  verc  not  made  available  to  the 
Battalion  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Army  Aviation  Control  Center  for  the 
extraction.  The  Battalion  w*s  required  to  furnish  an  additional  five 
helicopters  to  IH  ARVN  Corps  for  administrative  missions.  This  prevented 

the  Battalion  from  providing  the  additional  helicopters  needed  for  the  extraction. 

c.  Coordination  with  US'F  operations  at  Bien  Hoa  for  use  of  the 
PSP  inactive  runway  for  CH-47  staging  received  p  negative  response.  This 
runway  is  not  currently  being  used  and  is  ideally  suited  for  large  helicopter 
staging  operations  at  Bain  Hop.  Denying  the  use  of  a  valuable  piece  of  real 
estate  for  support  of  combat  oper j tions  when  the  aria  under  question  is  not 
being  utilized  at  all  is  considered  poor  cooperation  for  the  attaintment  of 

a  common  goal. 


SET'ENCS  OF  EVENTS 


140645  Jan  66 

145th  Avn  Bn  closed  Sn=>kepit 

0650 

Final  Briefing 

0715 

Pathfinder  reported  to  LZ  FKBRURY 

0740 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  Bien  Hop 

0755 

147th  Avn  Co  (-)  departed  Pien  Ho a 

0800 

1st  Extraction  LZ  FEBRUARY  (345th) 

0815 

2nd  Extraction  LZ  FEBRUARY  (147th) 

0822 

145th  arrived  and  departed  Bien  Ho*> 

0837 

147th  arrived  Bien  Hoa 

0835-0920 

147th  refueled  Bi an  Hon 

0845 

3rd  Extraction  LZ  FEBRUARY  (I45th) 

0915-09/5 

145th  arrived  Bien  Hon  and  refueled 

0920 

147th  departed  Bien  Hop 

0940 

4th -Extraction  LZ  JULY  (147th) 

0945 

lA5tb  Avn  Bn  departed  Bien  Hoa 

1005 

147th  'vn  Cn  prrivd  and  dep-rted  Bion  Hoa 

1010 

5th  Extraction  LZ  JI1Y  (145th) 

1025 

6th  Extraction  LZ  JULY  (147th) 

1050 

14  7th  Avn  Co  released 

1100 

7th  Extraction  LZ  JUIY  (145th) 

1120 

Mission  complete;  Bn  elements  released 

f03 


6.  COMMENTS  AND  REDO  'ME'D/TIONS: 


Although  ti  e  CH-A7  has  a  large  troop  lift  capability  and  was  employed 
in  an  area  considered  secure,  it  is  not  considered  suitable  for  extraction 
missions.  The  helicopter  is  extremely  large  and  relatively  unmaneuverable, 
necessarily  slow  on  final  approach.  Extractions  almost  invaribly  become  as 
hazardous  as  combat  assaults  and  are  more  ideally  supported  by  the  smaller, 
more  elusive  UH-1D  assault  troop  carrier.  It  is  recommended  that?  the  larger 
CH-47  be  utilized  for  equipment  and  bulk  supply  missions  '’nd  for  necessary 
repositioning  of  troops  from  one  secure  area  to  another. 

CHARLES  M.  HONOUR  JR. 

Lt.  Colonel  Infantry 

Commanding 


145Ki  AvIATIOH  :lattalioij 
APO  S  .n  Francisco  96307 


AVAW-FC 


31  Jc.ni.uiy  1966 


S'iX  JiiC'f;  After  Action  Report,  145  th  Aviation  battalion  Operation  6-66, 
24  January  1966 


CoEgnnding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco  96345 
Connandinp  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco  9-6307 
Senior  Advisor,  III  corps,  AI50  San  Francisco  96227 


1.  TASh  OAGA-HZATIOIT ; 

a  *  .^itfeLLion.  A^4£uarterg; 

145th  Aviation  Let  tali  on  Gom-uncl  and  Control  helicopter 

197th  Aviation  Gonpany  (Limed)  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Clenont:  llSth  Aviation  Company  (ALLL) : 

11  Uli-1D  helicopters  (1  Acplaceaent' 

5  UII-1D  (Laned)  helicopters 
1  TIL-ID  (ia.int)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Heuent;  A  Company,  G2nd  Aviation  battalion  (A  .L) : 

11  UII-1D  Lleliconters  (1  hepla  cement) 

5  UII-1D  (Armed)  helicopters 
1  ULI-1D  (ir.int)  helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight.  Clement :  A  Company  501st  Aviation  battalion  (A-LL) ; 

11  Jb-ID  Helicopters  (1  -is placement) 

5  Oil— ID  (A:  ned)  helicopters 
1  UH-1D  (Lhlnt)  .  elicopter 

0  •  Support  clement : 

145th  Aviation  battalion  Gaamunic-tions  Section 

145  th  Aviation  Da  t  tali  on  Ihintorunoe  Section 

145 til  Aviation  battalion  Pr.thfi:idor  Dotacliment 

145 tli  Aviation  battalion  POL  Section 
56tli  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  hedicol  Det.cluaont  (Air  AmbuL.ncQ)  (-) 


2.  ilSSION:  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  (-)  provided  troop  carriers, 
armed  cover  and  Command  rad  Control  .ire. aft  for  173rd  (IB)  Airborne  Jjrigade 
(-)  air  movement  into  landing  Zone  FiTCOb,  (coordinates  4T  943233),  2  ISa 
northwest  of  Tan  Uycn. 

3.  SUIAARl  OF  OKfiATIGN: 

a.  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  Commanders  and  etaff,  troop  car¬ 
riers  and  ..rrned  aircraft  assembled  at  the  Lien  hoc.  forward  command  Post 
(Snalcepit)  at  240950  January  1966  for  final  briefing  and  organization  for 
combat. 

b.  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  (-)  departed  the  Lien  boa  staging 
area  (Snakepit)  at  240-051  January  1966  enroute  to  LZ  FALCON.  The  landing 
zone  was  secured  ty  an  infantry  caupoiy  from  the  4Cth  AhVN  begimont.  Since 
the  LZ  had  been  secured  by  friendly  elements,  no  artillery  or  tactical  air 
preparation  was  required;  however,  4  A-US's  were  on  Air  Gap,  „.nd  two  bat¬ 
teries  of  -artillery  were  available  for  support  if  required. 

c.  Prior  to  the  troop  carriers  arrival,  the  Command  and  Control 
helicopter  executed  a  last  minute  reconnaissance  of  the  landing  zone.  Lu¬ 
ring  this  low  reconnaissance  of  the  LZ,  numerous  bushes  and  scrub  growth 
were  spotted  that  denied  areas  of  the  landing  zone  to  the  flight  olenonts 
because  of  the  tail  rotor  obstacles.  Continuing  the  reconnaissance,  an 
area  south  and  adjacent  to  the  primary  LZ  was  selected  to  be  used  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  original  landing  zone.  Flight  elements  wero  alerted  to 
the  change  in  LZ's.  Flight  alerjonts  changed  formation  enroute  to  adjust 
for  the  change  in  12  configuration.  The  first  lift  was  in  the  LZ  as  plan¬ 
ned  at  1100  hours,  and  the  second  and  final  lift  \;as  completed  at  1119  hours. 


d.  All  battalion  elements  were  released  at  1126  hours.  Support¬ 
ing  this  operation,  the  145th  Aviation  battalion  provided  60  helicopters 
flying  60.3  hours  said  240  combat  sortios. 


240950  Jan  66 
1000 
1051 
1100 

1107-1100 

1117 

1126 


145 tli  Avn  In  Closed  3NXLPIT 
Final  briefing 

145th  Avn  bn  deported  bh-bSPIT 
1st  Landing  LZ  FALCON 

145 tli  Avn  3n  Loaded  troops  and  departed  3.  LLPIT 
2nd  L.nding,  LZ  FALCON 
bn  olouonts  loloesed 


4.  AD.  J.'ISThATIOl!  AND  LOGIrfICS : 


a.  Supply 


ilofuoling  was  not  required  for  this  oporotions;  however, 
fuel  were  available  and  standing  b,  at  the  3a  bo  pit. 


b.  liaintonance: 


There  wore  no  maintenance  problems  encountered  as  a  result  of 
action  or  neohanical  mJLf unction  during  this  operation. 


o.  Hectical: 

(1)  The  93rd  Hedical  Dotachnont's  Commanding  Officer  (Flight 
Surgeon),  ambulance,  and  attsndents  were  at  the  battalion  Forward  Gonoand 
?ost  during  the  operation. 

(2)  Uo  casualties  were  reported. 

3.  caiiSK©*  All  aircraft  reported  to  tho  staging  area  with  10J0  1- 
of  fuel  to  facilitate  Beadr.un  loading  of  US  cccibat  troops  and  to  increase 
ease  and  safety  of  aircraft  handling.  The  operation  was  conducted  in  a 
smooth,  professional  manner. 


CIIAPJES  II.  HONOUR  JR 

Lt  Golonol,  Infantry 

Coiaianding 
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HEADQuAllBSRS 

145EI  AVIATION  BATTALION 
A?0  San  Francisco  96307 


AVAW-FC  17  February  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  battalion  Operations  8  and 
9-66,  4  &  9  February  1966. 


TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  ARO  San  Francisco  96345 

Deputy  Senior  Advisor,  III  ARVN  Corps,  A?0  San  Francisco  96227 
Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco  96307 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION; 

a •  battalion  Headquarters : 

145 tli  Aviation  battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
6Jth  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  A  Coupe, ny,  C2nd  Aviation  battalion: 

13  DE-ID  Helicopters 
5  UII-1D  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1D  (Ihint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  battalion: 

12  UU-1D  Helicopters 
5  UII-1D  (Aruod)  .olicoptors 
1  UE-lb  ( I  Hint)  Helicopter 

d.  Support  Hlouant; 

145tli  Aviation  battalion  Communication  Section 

145th  Aviation  battalion  Haintonunce  Section 

145th  Aviation  battalion  Fatlifindor  Dotachment 
56 tli  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  xuidical  Detachment  (Air  Ambulanco)  (-) 

2.  iUSSION:  Tho  145th  Aviation  battalion  (-)  provided  troop  corriors, 
armod  cover,  aurveillanoo  and  control  aircraft  for  173rd  Airborne  Drigado 
(l/RAR)  airmobile  assault  into  TAGR,  10  Hn  northocst  of  Tan  Uyon;  there¬ 
after  provided  troop  carriors,  armed  cover,  and  control  airoroft  for  ox- 
traction  on  ordor. 


3.  SUIbiABI  OF  OPERATION ; 

a.  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  forward  Command  Post,  combat, 
and  combat  support  elements  displaced  to  the  bicn  hoa  (Snslcepit)  helicopter 
staging  area,  beginning  O40S0O  Fobruory  1966.  Final  coordination,  briefing 
and  preparation  for  the  1/BAR  holiborne  movement  uas  completed.  Elements 
were  reassembled  for  tho  l/RAR  extraction  beginning  090900  February  1966. 

b.  Tho  first  flight  dement  of  the  holiborno  lift  departed  tho 
Snakepit  at  1021  hours  followed  bp  tlie  remaining  lift  and  support  elements. 
The  battalion  x/as  short  ope  UII-1D  troop  carrier  due  to  a  last  minute  maint- 
on.'nco  problem.  Arrival  and  landing  in  the  operational  area  presented  no 
problems;  howovor,  tho  ground  force  securing  the  LZ  could  not  bo  contacted 
on  the  assigned  frequency  for  direct  coordination  of  the  LZ  smoke  narks . 

Tho  security  force  had  also  selected  and  subsequently  marked  and  unsuitable 
area.  The  unsuitable  area  uas  a  burned  off  field,  heavily  cluttered  with 
tail  rotor  obstacles  and  soot.  Flight  olomonts  were  notified  and  the  LZ 
was  adjusted,  from  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter,  50  meters  to  the 
east  into  an  obstacle  free  rice  paddy  area.  TL10  first  landing  was  effected 
without  incident.  During  the  2nd  and  3rd  lifts,  tho  flight  formation  uas 
changed  from  staggered  trail  to  V's  of  3  in  trail  in  order  to  facilitate 
landing  in  tho  best  available  LZ  space.  Light  small  arms  fire  was  received 
during  the  approach  on  the  last  lift.  One  aircraft  received  two  hits  du¬ 
ring  the  lift.  The  mission  uas  completed  at  1150  hours  and  all  flight  ele¬ 
ments  were  released  to  perform  HI  Corps  support  missions. 

c.  Extraction  of  tho  1/llAR  uas  effected  beginning  090900  February 
1966.  A  total  of  throe  lifts  from  LZ  106  ( coordinates  XT  970363),  9  Am 
southeast  of  Phuoc  lioa  were  required.  Tho  145th  Aviation  Battalion  path¬ 
finder  organized  ground  elements  in  tlio  LZ  for  extraction  and  all  operations 
wore  controlled  from  tho  command  ..nd  control  helicopter,  hodoratc  enemy 
small  arms  and  automatic  uoapons  fire  was  received  during  approach  and  de¬ 
parture  from  tho  LZ.  Subsequent  Tac  Air  and  armed  helicopter  strikes  wore 
directed  into  oroas  of  reported  enory  firo  and  flight  routes  wora  altered 
to  avoid  theso  areas.  ho  c \sualti03  or  aircraft  Iiits  wore  incurred  by  air 
lift  elements  during  tho  operation. 

d.  The  197th  Avia. ti on  Company  porformod  flight  routo  and  surroun¬ 
ding  arao.  roconnaissanoo  and  provided  landing  zone  xjcrldng  and  prostrike 
for  tho  combat  assault  a.nd  armod  overhead  cover  during  tho  extraction. 

0.  In  support  of  tho  tuo  operations  tho  145tlx  Aviation  battalion 
committed  37  rotary  win.,  .  .ir craft  and  flow  1036  hours  and  444  soruios. 

f.  Tho  command  and  control  holicoptor  coordinated  flight  routo 
doaranco  and  controlled  oach  g.aso  of  tho  air  movement.  During  tho  ex¬ 
traction  medical  ovr.cur.tion  aircraft  wore  directed  to  ov  .cu.to  c  sualtios 
from  minod  .a  til  ory  .jrirno  movor.  In  addition  Tac  Air  and  armed  holicop- 
tors  uero  diroctod  in  rtr;tos  againet  mown  and  3U >octod  Viot  Cong  positions. 


4.  AK  JiOSKATIOil  mHD  i.OGIC'flOS: 


a.  Supply: 

(1)  battalion  S-4  oprosentative  closed  Dion  lloa  0350  hours 
4  February  1966  and  0600  hours  9  February  1966. 

(2)  Ho  major  rofuoling  of  aircraft  was  conducted,  during  ope¬ 
ration  on  4  February  1966.  Rofuoling  of  22  aircraft  was  conductod  on  9  Feb 
for  a  total  consumption  of  2500  gallons  of  JP/4. 

b.  iiaintonance: 

(1)  Tho  follouing  aircraft  of  Go  A/501st  Aviation  Battalion 
experienced  maintenance  problems  as  indicated  (4  Fob  66) : 

(a)  UII-1D t  SIJ  63-13633,  blew  the  engine  oil  filter  "0:! 
ring  during  starting  for  first  lift.  !,Q"  ring  was  replaced  and  aircraft 
participated  in  the  second  and  third  lifts. 

(2)  The  following  aircraft  of  the  197th  Aviation 
coivod  combat  damage  as  indicated  (4  Feb  66) : 

(a)  Uh-ib,  SIT  63-12945,  received  small  arms 
the  tail  boom  and  main  rotor  bla.de.  Aircraft  returned  to  home 
repairs . 

(3)  ilo  maintenance  problems  or  combat  damage  iras 
or  received  on  9  February  19 66. 

c.  ihdical: 

(1)  Commanding  Officer,  93rd  liedical  Detachment  was  located  at 
tnc  lie.tte.lion  forward  command  post  on  4  February  1966.  battalion  Su:  eon 
was  at  the  battalion  forward  com;  and  post  on  9  February  1966. 

(2)  93rd  hectical  Detachment  provided  two  medical  aid  men  and 
ambulance  on  r  tandby  at  Snahopit  tiroughout  both  oxavtions. 

(3)  Ho  casualties  wore  reported  or  troatod  on  either  operation 
5.  r.vObliilA  .  .U'LiAS  • 

a.  Tho  landing  zono  aelocted  by  tho  ground  socurity  force  for  the 
initial  operation  was  unsgd table  for  helicoptor  operations.  This  is  a  con¬ 
tinuing  nobler: .  Ground  units  arc  not  cogniz  ant  of  obstaclo  restrictions 
and  spaco  rocpiiroaonts;  not  to  mention  approach  an0los  and  departure  requi¬ 
rements.  fuis  .xu’ticular  LZ  was  also  a  bur  nod  out  area,  which  is  quite  ca.t- 
uon  curing  tho  dry  season,  and  was  full  of  soot  and  burned  dobris. 


Company  ro- 

round  tlirough 
station  for 

encountered 


Tills  is  extremely  dangerous  :.nd  highly  conducive  to  accidents  due  to  the 
aaay'  fine  particules  getting  into  the  eyes  and  blinding  crow  wozibors  during 
approach  and  departure.  Also  the  ground  security  element  could  not  bo  roachod 
on  tho  assigned  radio  frequency  and  bad  to  jo  given  rel.-yod  instructions. 
Relayed  information  will  n.rmally  stiff  ice;  however,  in  airmobile  operations, 
diroct  responsive,  and  positive  contact  is  required  duo  to  minute  timing  and 
reduction  of  tine  and  space  factors, 

b,  Tho  command  and  control  group  was  separated  during  the  initial 
operation,  which  is  not  dosirable  or  recommended.  Coordination  had  boon  ef¬ 
fected  with  tho  Airmobile  Force  Commander  by  the  helicopter  support  unit  ro- 
prosontativo,  in  ardor  to  control  tho  operation  from,  ‘tho  Airmobile  battalion 
command  and  control  helicopter.  Instead  of  adhering  to  this  plan  the  Air¬ 
mobile  Forco  Compandor  departed  tho  staging  area  utilizing  a  second  command 
and  control  helicopter  and  coordination  of  LZ  adjustment,  artillery,  and  air 
support  at  this  point  became  practically  non-existant. 

6.  FJSC01  d  SNDATIOHS : 

a.  That  ground  units  be  instructed  on  the  requirements  for  selection 
of  a  helicopter  landing  zono. 


b.  Tint  the  command  and  control  group  controlling  an  airmobile  ope¬ 
ration  diroct  tho  operation  from  the  saao  comnand  and  control  helicopter. 

This  group  should  as  a  minimum,  ineludo;  tlio  Airmobile  Forco  Gornmndor,  tho 
Air  Liaison  Officer,  and  artillery  representative  from  tho  FSCC,  and  tho  Air 
I  as s ion  Commander. 


(rjsJLdto-'  /JrtU ^ 

CHARLES  L.  IIOITOUR  JR.  / 

Lt  Col,  Inf.  V 

Commanding 


/// 


HEADQUARTERS 

145TII  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96307 

AVAW-FC  15  February  1966 

SUBJECT: '  Aftor  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  battalion  Frag  Order  10-66, 
12  Fobruary  1966 


TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco  96345 

Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Francisco  96307 
Deputy  Senior  Advisor,  III  ARVN  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  95227 


1.  TASK  ORGANISATION: 

a .  Battalion  Ilop^dyuar • ters : 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  A  Control  elicopter 
74  th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Conpany  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (A...L) : 

12  DR-ID  Helicopters  (2  oplacoiients) 

4  NII-IB  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  Uli-IB  (Saint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd_Pli£ht_  Blcaacnt ;  A,  Co  501st  Aviation  Battalion  (A...B) ; 

10  U*a-1D  .lolicoptors 
4  Uli-lb  (Armed)  Helicoptors 
1  UII-1B  (ib.int)  Helicopter 

d.  3FA  StiAli  SLPrRnt:  llGth  Aviation  Company  (.^i) : 

10  UH-1D  Holicoptors 
1  UH-1B  (.aint)  Helicopter 

0  •  Su_)p_ort  Ala  iont : 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  action 

17:.  5  tli  Aviation  Battalion  -a  into  nance  soction 

145th  Aviation  .Battalion  Patlrf  indcr  Dot-'.clraont 

145 tli  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Soction 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  .Bdicc.l  bot-xlimont  (Air  .Babul  .nco)  (-) 


//z 


2.  MISSION:  Kao  145 til  Aviation  L&ttalion  providocl  troop  carrier,  armed 
holicoptors,  survoillnnco  and  control  aircraft  for  Spocial  Foroos  airmobile 
assault  into  throe  landing  sonos  (LZ  USD,  coordinates  IT  143303,  LZ  BLUE, 
coordinates  YT  153281,  LZ  G1ESN,  coordinates  YT  147287)  20  northeast  of 
Bion  Hoa;  thereafter,  proparod  to  lift  reserve  forces  on  order. 

3.  SUiiiAlU  OF  OPERATION : 

a.  Battalion  combat  and  supporting  elements  closed  at  the  Bion  Iloa 
(Snalcopit)  staging  area  120600  February  1966  (during  the  hours  of  darkness) 
for  final  briefing  and  organization  for  combat. 

b.  Artillery  and  tactical  air  strilcos  on  and  around  tho  LZ’s  occur¬ 
red  on  schedulo  and  woro  liigiily  effective.  Tho  first  and  second  assault  into 
LZ.  loDD  was  unopposed;  houevor,  light  enemy  small  arms  fire  was  rocoivod  along 
tho  flight  approach  and  departure  route.  Dust  and  flying  burned  debris  was 
oxtroaoly  bad  in  the  LZ  duo  to  tho  area  being  heavily  burned.  Upon  comple¬ 
tion  of  tho  socond  assault,  Battalion  flight  elements  wore  separated  as  plan- 

(  1  ned  and  sont  to  separate  loading  zonos  (Phuoc  Vinh  and  Lion  Iloa)  for  movooont 

of  assault  forces  in  to  LZ  BLUE.  Tactical  air  preparation  of  LZ  BLUE  was 
timely  and  again  oxtronely  effective.  Battalion  flight  olomonts  wero  conver¬ 
ged  over  assigned  aircraft  control  points  and  diroctod  in  tho  third  assault 
landing  into  LZ  BLUE  as  scheduled,  heavy  automatic  woapons  and  six.ll  arms 
fire  was  rocoivod  along  tho  approach  end  doparture  routo  from  tho  LZ.  Flight 
routes  woro  adjusted  to  avoid  known  aroas  of  onory  fire  and  armod  holicoptor 
strikes  woro  directed  in  tho  area.  Tho  fourth  assault  into  LZ  GT-EBI'I  and 
troop  roinforcing  movements  into  LZ  “iED  were  offoctod  without  any  difficulty. 

c.  Tho  197th  Aviation  Company  (A  mod)  provided  armed  firo  toons  for 
flight  routo  reeonnais Banco ,  LZ  mar  .  Ang  and  prostriko.  In  addition,  firo 
teams  woro  provided  for  oscort  of  troop  carriers  and  ovorhoad  covor  for  tho 
ground  operation. 

^  d.  Command  and  Control  of  tho  operation  was  offoctod  from  the 

C  j  Battalion  Comxnd  and  Control  holicoptor.  In  support  of  tho  operation,  56 
holicoptors  and  ono  0-1F  of  tho  145th  Aviation  Battalion  flow  204.2  hours 
and  357  sorties. 

4.  ad: jnutuation  aid  logistics  ? 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Arrangements  woro  made  to  augment  tho  eight  tankors  avail¬ 
able  at  Bion  Iloa  for  tho  refueling  operations  from  tho  following  units. 

(a)  Two  tankers  from  tho  120th  Aviation  Company  from  Tan 

Son  Uhut. 

(b)  Ono  t  '.nkor  from  tho  197th  Aviation  Company  from  Tan 


/4i 


Son  Iihut, 


(c)  Two  tankers  from  A/8.2nd  Aviation  battalion  from  Bien 

Boa. 

(d)  One  2$  ton  truck  with  two  500  gallon  bladders  from  IBID, 
145th  Aviation  jlattalion. 

(2)  All  tTi~lD:s  were  fuolod  or  deluded  to  1200  lbs  prior  to 
start  of  the  operation. 

(a)  All  UII-lD's  wore  faded  to  capacity. 

(3)  A  total  of  fourteen  tankers  wore  used  to  refuol  56  helicop- 
tors  in  twenty  (20)  minutes  time .  A  total  of  4430  gallons  of  JP/4  was  dis¬ 
pensed  in  support  of  the  operation. 


b.  maintenance ; 


countered 


(l)  Tho  following  aircraft  from  A/501st  Aviation  Battalion  on- 
uiintomnoe  problems  and  combat  damage  ns  indicated. 


lift  „ 
tial 


:tcry  wn  s 


(a)  uh-lD,  SB  64-13736,  fa 
replaced  and  aircraft  star 


.ilod  to  start  prior  to  first 
■tod  and  participated  in  the  ini- 


lift. 


(b)  T(H~1B,  SN  63-12997,  received  small  arms 
right  cabin  nose  wince.:  Aircraft  was  inspected  and  continued 
to  com  lotion. 


round  through 
the  mission 


(2)  Uh-ID,  S1I  64-13571,  A/8.2nd  Aviation  Battalion  experienced 
low  -power  with  high  torque  reading  and  eZiaust  gas  temperature  of  640  degrees. 
Aircraft  was  inspected  and  found  tho  ill  blades  wore  nicked  and  bent.  Aircraft 
did  not  make  the  last  lift,  but  was  able  to  return  to  homo  station  for  repair’s. 

(3)  Uh-13,  SII  64-13999,  197th  Aviation  Company  received  small 
■arms  round  through  loading  odgo  of  tail  rotor  blades.  Damage  occurred  on  last 
lift  and  aircraft  returned  to  homo  station  for  repairs. 

c.  ileal  cal: 

(1)  Commanding  Officer  (flight  surgeon),  93rd  hedioal  Dotach- 
ment  was  located  at  Battalion  forward  command  post  hiroughout  tho  operation. 

(2)  93rd  Lodical  Detaehmont  provided  ambulance  and  two  aid  men 
on  standby  at  Snakcpit  staging  area  during  operation. 

(3)  Battalion  flight  surgeon  was  airborne  and  on  station 
throughout  tho  operation. 

(4)  Bo  casualtios  woro  reported  or  treated  during  those  opera- 


/// 


tions . 


HEAl^ttiACTERS 
145TH  AVIilltN  LATTALICN 
iul  San  Francisco  96227 


AVAW-FC  24  February  1966 

SUBJECT «  After  motion  Keport,  145th  Aviation  battalion  Operation  11-66 » 

21  February  1966 


TC*  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  aiC  San  Francisoo  96545 


1.  TASK  OKGuH'IZaIIoNi 

a.  battalion  Headquarters. 

145th  Aviation  battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b*  1st  Flight  Element »  68th  Aviation  Company  (iMi)t 

14  HH-1D  Helicopters 

5  DE-lb  (Armed)  Helioopters 
1  UH-lb  (haint)  Helicopter 

«•  2nd  Flight  Element »  116th  iiviation  Company  (AhL)» 

15  HH-1D  Helioopters 

5  HH-ID  (corned)  Helicopters 
1  UH-lb  (haint )  Helioopter 

d»  3rd  Flight  Element!  A  Co,  51 1st  aviation  battalion  (*hl»)i 

13  HH-1D  Helioopters 
5  UH-1X  (iiimedl  Helioopters 
1  U3-13  (haint)  Helicopter 

e.  Support  Element! 

145th  aviation  battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  aviation  battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  battalion  haintenanoe  Seotion 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Kedioal  Detachment  (-) 


2.  hlSSIGNi  The  145th  Ration  Battalion  provided  troop  carriers, 
armed  helicopters,  andcommand  and  control  aircraft  to  support  the  2nd 
Brigade,  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division,  airmobile  assault  into  landing  zones 
DUN  (coordinates  XT  448375)  and  BETTY  (coordinates  XT  487385)}  thereafter, 
provided  aimed  helicopters  for  continuous  overhead  cover  of  ground  operations 
and  troop  carrier  helicopters  as  required  for  logistical  support  throughout 
the  operation,  and  for  extraction  of  ground  forces  on  order. 

3*  SIM-DiY  cF  OrEittiTICNi 


a.  u  detailed  command  and  staff  briefing  was  conducted  on  20 
February  1966  for  all  Battalion  andsupporting  elements  in  preparation  for 
1st  Infantry  Division  Operation  luSTIFF.  In  addition,  a  final  briefing 
was  conducted  for  all  flight  crews  and  support  personnel  in  the  Bien  Hoa 
(SKJQBiTT)  staging  area  on  the  morning  of  theoperation.  Battalion  flight 
elements  closed  into  the  S&JQSxIT  under  the  cover  of  darkness  for  organization 
and  preparation  for  combat. 

b*  The  first  lift  departed  the  staging  area  at  0G16  hours  enroute 
to  Dau  Tieng  (coordinates  XT  49547G)  for  troop  loading  and  the  initial 
assault  into  LZ  AM*  Organic  armed  platoons  of  the  airmobile  companies 
preceded  the  flight  elements  into  the  forward  pickup  site  for  early 
replenishment  of  fuel.  Tactical  air,  artillery,  and  the  armed  helicopter 
preparation  of  LZ  JSS  was  very  effective  and  the  assault  landing  was  unopposed. 
Light  small  arms  fire  was  received  300  meters  southeast  of  the  LZ  by  armed 
helioopters  covering  the  assault  landing.  Suppressive  fires  were  rendered 
with  unknown  results.  Three  additional  lifts  were  made  into  LZ  AM  with 
no  resistance  being  encountered.  Light  enemy  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  fire  was  received  enroute  to  the  LZ  on  subsequent  lifts  by  the  lead 
flight  element;  other  flight  elements  were  diverted  in  order  to  avoid  the 
known  enemy  positions. 

o.  Prior  to  the  completion  of  all  lifts  into  L3S  A£»N}  tactical  air 
and  artillery  preparations  were  begun  on  LZ  BETTY,  4  Kin  to  the  east,  urmed 
helicopters  completed  the  preparation  of  LZ  BETTY,  marked  the  LZ,  and  escorted 
the  troop  carriers  during  the  assault  landings.  Two  relatively  unopposed 
lifts  were  made  into  LZ  BETTY,  Light  small  arms  fire  was  received  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  LZ  with  3  aircraft  receiving  4  hits.  Upon  completion  of  the 
last  lift,  at  1C3U  hours,  all  flight  elements  returned  to  Dau  Tieng 
for  minimum  refueling  and  return  to  home  station.  Two  troop  carriers,  one 
oommand  and  oontrol  helicopter  and  two  light  fire  teams  were  placed  in  direct 
support  of  the  ground  operation  upon  completion  of  the  airmobile  assault* 

d.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  armed  helioopters  for 
esoort,  flight  route  and  LZ  reoonnaissance ,  LZ  marking  and  prestrike.  In 
addition,  armed  fire  teams  provided  continuous  coverage  during  the  operation. 
One  armed  platoon  was  used  for  armed  reconnaissance  along  the  Saigon  iiiver, 
in  sector,  sealing  Yiet  Cong  routes  from  the  operational  area. 


HI 


e.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  provided  one  Q-1F  aircraft  for  radio 
relay 1  surveillance*  and  weather  advisories  throughout  the  operation* 

SEQUENCE  OP  EVENTS 

66  Ilnal  Briefing 

145th  A^n  Bn  closed  Bien  Eoa 
145th  Avn  Bn  C&C  reported  Dau  Tieng 
iiimed  Pit’s  arrived  It an  Tieng 
145th  Avn  Bn  departed  Bien  Hoa 
Arty  prep*  LZ  AM 
Tac  Air  prep*  LZ  AM 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  Dau  Tieng  loaded  and  departed 
Armed  Hoptr  prep,  LZ  AM 
1st  Aslt  landing*  LZ  ANN 
2nd  Aslt  landing*  LZ  AM(a) 

Tac  Air  prep,  LZ  BETTY 
3rd  Aslt  landing,  LZ  ANN(B) 

4th  Aslt  landing,  LZ  AM(B) 

Arty  prep,  LZ  BETTY 
Aimed  Hcptr  prep,  LZ  BETTY 
5th  Aslt  landing*  LZ  BETTY 
6th  Aslt  landing*  I Z  BETTY 
Aimed  Hoptrs  returned  Dau  Tieng  and  refueled 
145th  Avn  Bn  returned  to  home  station  and  wore 
released  to  assigned  missions 

f.  In  support  of  the  air  movement  and  ensuing  ground  operation, 
the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  ornmitted  one  Ol-F  airplane  and75  helicopters, 
flying  205.2  hours  and  975  sorties  =>  A  total  of  1273  troops  were  lifted  in 
1  hour  and  27  minutes.  The  Battalion  Command  and  Control  helicopter  was 
used  by  the  Brigade  Command  Croup  for  coordination  and  control  of  Tac  xdr , 
artillery ,  and  other  supporting  elements  during  the  air  movement  of  the 
brigade. 


0700  21  Peb 

0715 

0745 

0748 

0816 

0820-0835 

O835-O855 

0848 

0855-C9C 0 

0900 

0915 

0925*0945 

0930 

0945 

0945-0955 

0955-1000 

1000 

1015 

1020 

1045 


g.  The  145th  iiviation  Battalion  was  notified  by  1st  Infantry  Division 
Anny  Aviation  Control  Center,  241930  February  1966*  to  prepare  for  airmobile 
extraction  of  2nd  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  on  the  following  morning. 
Battalion  combat  and  supporting  elements  were  issued  a  warning  order  for  the 
operation  and  alerted  for  early  morning  assembly  in  the  Bien  Hoa  (SKAKEilT) 
staging  area.  The  Battalion  S-2  and  S-3  departed  prior  to  daylight  for  the 
Brigade  forward  command  poat  at  Dau  Tieng  for  coordination,  final  briefing, 
and  reconnaissance  of  the  intended  extraction  sites.  Two  sites  were  selected 
for  the  extraction}  LZ  BED  (coordinates  XT  532358)  and  LZ  SLUE  (coordinates 
XT  523359)*  ±  final  briefing  was  given  to  all  participating  personnel  at 
the  SNAEEilT  and  battalion  elements  departed  at  0920  huure  for  the  first 
extraction  from  LZ  BED.  The  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment  assisted  with 
the  organisation  and  loading  in  LZ  HEDj  all  group  personnel  were  extracted 
in  two  lifts  without  any  major  difficulty.  Light  enemy  small  arms  fire  and 
automatic  weapons  fire  wai  reoeived  during  the  approach  and  departure  from 
the  LZ. 


/// 


Stour  lifts  were  required  for  extraction  of  two  Battalions  from  LZ  BLUB. 

Some  delay  was  experienced  due  to  ground  unit  disorientation  and  late 
arrival  in_tlj^.LZ  fer-pictap".  All  troops  were  extraoted  to  the  Ban  Tieng 
airfield*  Aimed  helioopters  and  troop  oarriers  were  refueled  and  returned 
to  home  station  at  1130  hours* 

h*  The  Battalion  Command  and  Control  helicopter  was  used  by  the 
Brigade  Command  Group  for  coordination  and  oontrol  of  the  operation*  A 
total  of  1025  troops  were  extracted  by  30  helicopters  flying  99*5  hours  and 
585  combat  sorties  in  support  of  the  operation*  Three  aircraft  reoeived  a 
total  of  five  hits  and  there  were  no  casualties. 

4  •  AlkINiSTHAI  ION  AND  LOGIST  ICS  1 
a*  Supply  1 

(1)  All  Class  III  and  V  were  supplies  by  1st  Infantry  Division 
in  support  of  this  operation. 

(2)  Coordination  was  made  by  the  Asst  3-4,  145th  Aviation  Battalior 
with  Asst  3-4 »  1st  Irla&ion  Battalion  and  G-4,  1st  Infantry  Division  to  verify 
propositioning  of  supplies. 

(3)  Coordination  was  made  with  the  Asst  3-4,  2nd  Bde,  1st  Infantry 
Division  to  position  Class  V  at  three  locations  on  the  airfield  for  armed 
helicopters. 

b .  Maintenance  1 

(1)  A  maintenance  representative  was  located  at  Dan  Tieng 
throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  No  maintenance  problems  were  encountered  during  the  operation, 
o.  Medical 1 

(1)  The  93rd  Medical  Detaohment  provided  two  (2)  medical  aid 
men  and  ambulance  on  standby  at  the  aNAKEPH  throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  The  Battalion  Surgeon  was  looated  at  the  2nd  Bde  medical 
olearing  station  at  Dau  Tieng  during  the  operation. 

(3)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  during  the  operation. 

5.  CCMt JUTS  AND  RECOiMENDaT  IONS  1 

a.  Communications  could  not  be  maintained  with  the  air  mission 
commander  on  the  assigned  VHP  radio  frequency  due  to  interference  and  radio 
difficulty.  The  assigned  frequency  was  the  same  as  Saigon  Tower  (Tan  Son 
Nhut)  for  ground  oontrol  of  airoraft  and  is  heavily  used  for  this  purpose. 

Other  available  VEF  frequencies  are  fully  committed  for  oontrol  of  armed 
helicopter  plAtoons. 


nr 


Lack  of  communications  is  also  attributed  to  the  air  mission  opmmander  not 
being  able  to  monitor  the  assigned  control  frequency  due  to  other  commitments. 

It  is  reoommended  that  VHP  radio  frequencies  not  be  used  for  overall  control 
of  airmobile  operations  and  that  a  ground  control  reporting  facility  be 
established  for  reception  of  required  progress  reports. 

b.  There  was  an  insufficient  amount  of  JP/4  fuel  at  Dau  Tieng 
to  efiectively  sustain  the  operation  throughout  the  aiay.  Troop  carriers 
were  provided  just  enough  fuel  to  enable  them  to  return  to  home  station. 

Had  the  tactical  situation  required  emergency  resupply*  medical  evacuation 
or  repositioning  of  troops  immediately  after  completion  of  airmobile  assault 
operations,  the  missions  could  not  have  been  accomplished  because  of  the 

fuel  problem.  In  addition,  armed  helicopters  were  not  able  to  provide  continuous 
overhead  cover  to  support  the  ground  troops  throughout  the  day  because  of 
the  shortage  of  fuel.  The  assistant  S-4  of  this  Battalion  coordinated  with  the 
Assistant  S-4  of  2nd  Bde  prior  to  the  start  of  theoperations  and  advised  that 
considerable  more  fuel  would  be  necessary  in  support  of  the  pending  operation 
than  what  was  planned  for  prestook  at  Dau  Tieng.  Recommend  that  in  the 
future,  units  providing  support  for  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  coordinate  with 
the  S-4  as  far  in  advance  as  possible  to  establish  fuel  requirements  of  the 
Battalion. 

c.  Crews  of  the  armed  helicopters  providing  overhead  cover  to 
the  ground  troops  subsequent  to  the  airmobile  operations  were  required  to 
assemble  2.75  rockets  prior  to  loading.  This  caused  excessive  delay  on  the 
ground.  Recommend  provisions  to  be  made  to  assemble  the  2.75  rockets  prior 
to  start  of  an  operation  to  preclude  loss  of  time  by  helicopter  crews  in 
providing  effective  overhead  cover  to  ground  troops. 

d.  Both  operations  were  performed  in  an  extremely  smooth  and 
professional  manner. 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Inf 
Commanding 


V 


HSADQU'.RTSRS 
145®  '.Vr.TKT  3 '  TTALIOM 
Tv  San  Francisco  96  307 

AVAW-FC  2U  February  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  14rth  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  12-66 
22  February  1966 


TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco  96345 

Deputy  Serrior  Advisor,  III  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96??7 
Commanding  Officer,  12th  'viation  Croup,  APO  San  Francisco  96307 


1.  TASK  ORGANISATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters : 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
197th  Avi'tion  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flijjit  Element;  118th  Aviation  Company  (AML) 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  A  Co,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion  (AKL): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML): 

12  UH-1D  Helicopters  (2  Replacement) 

5  IH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

e.  Support  Element: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  B»tt*lion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (-) 


/Jy 


2.  MISSION:  The  145th  Avirtion  Battalion  provided  troop  carriers,  armed 
helicopters,  surveillance  aircrft  and  command  and  control  aircraft  to  the 
43rd  ARVN  Infantry  Regiment  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  “HITE  (coordinates  YS 
419714)  8  Km  southwest  of  Binh  Gia. 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  Battalion  combat  and  supporting  elements  were  closed  into  the 

Bien  H0a  (SNAKEPIT)  staging  area  for  final  organization,  briefing  and  ^reparation 
for  combat,  220550  February  1966.  The  SNAKEPIT  was  1" ghted  and  control  ed 
by  the  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment  for  arrival  of  the  aircraft  prior  to 
daylight. 

b.  The  first  flight  element  departed  the. SNAKEPIT  at  0649  hours 
onroute  to  LZ  ORANGE  (An  Loc,  coordinates  YT  44  109)  for  the  initial  lo»di  g 

of  assault  troops.  Organic  armed  helicopter  platoons  of  the  airmobile  cor..  oios 
preceeded  the  lift  elements  to  the  forward  staging  are®  for  refueling  irio’  ,0 
the  operation.  This  enabled  the  'rmed  helicopters  to  remain  on  station  as 
long  as  the  troop  carriers  without  additional  refueling.  Troops  w  ro  loaded 
and  all  flight  elements  departed  for  the  objective  area  preceded  by  an  armed 
platoon  of  the  197th  Aviation  Compar.y,  Only  organic  *rm;d  helicopter  S”pp<.  *t 
was  used  for  the  LZ  preparation,  since  the  area  w*s  extremely  dry  and  subject 
to  immediate  burning; however,  T  c  ' ir  w*s  available  on  c^p.  The  first  assnuL 
landing  was  made  behind  a  one  minute  armed  helicorter  prestrike  and  w-s  total- 
unopposed.  The  landing  zone  immediat  ly  caught  fire  as  expected;  however,  all 
lift  elements  entered  -’nd  departed  the  LZ  without  any  difficulty.  Light  enemy 
small  arms  »nd  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  along  the  departure  flirht 
route,  approximately  6  Km  northeast  of  the  LZ.  Flight  el'inonts  were  divert  d 
around  the  known  enemy  locations  and  a  Tac  Air  strike  was  coordinated  and 
directed  from  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter  on  the  enemy  position, 

■  c.  The  2nd,  3rd  and  a  partial  4th  lift  were  diverted  into  an 
alternate  LZ,  1  Km  north  of  LZ  VHITE,  duo  to  intense  smoke  and  1'vi  visibility 
from  the  burning  of  the  primary  LZ.  This  h~d  been  anticipated  during  the 
planning  phase  of  the  operation  and  was  coordinated  in  ■'dvance  -s  part  of 
the  overall  plan.  The  °ltonrto  LZ  had  been  previously  bum  '■d  off  and 
became  extremely  dusty  from  flying  debris  and  burned  particles.  Flight  formations 
were  cautioned,  spre-d  out,  and  landed  without  incident.  Light  enemy  fire  was 
received  north  of  the  LZ  by  armed  escort  elements.  The  1st  lift  was  complete 
at  1021  hours  «nd  all  flight  -1  nents  were  released  for  return  to  home  station, 
■except  for  3  troop  carriers  and  two  light  fire  teams  which  remained  to  support 
the  ground  operation. 

d.  The  197th  Aviation  Corn” any  provided  flight  route  and  surrounding 
area  reconnaissance,  LZ  prestrike,  marking  »nd  entinuous  armed  overhead  cover 
of  the  ground  opu  ration. 


/X  JL 


Seouence  of  Events 


220*50  Feb  66 

0600 

0630 

0649 

0707 

0710 

0796-0730 

0730 

0614 

0635-0905 

0910 

0930 

0935 


145th  Avn  %  (-)  closed  ^ien  Hoa 
Final  ^iefing 

145th  Avn  Bp  C&C  aircraft  reported  to  XL,  armed 

aircraft  reported  to  XL,  refueled 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  departed  Bien  Hoa 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  arrived  An  Toc,  loaded  troops 

145th  ttm  Bn  (-)  departed  An  Loc 

Armed  hcotr  pre strike  &  mark,  L2  >VHITIL 

1st  Aslt  Landing  .JHI1E 

2nd  Aslt  Landing  4Z  -/HITE 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  Xuan  Loc  refueled 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  An  Loc  loaded  and  departed 

3rd  Aslt  landing  LZ  ..HITE 

Bn  elements  released 


a.  In  support  of  the  operation,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  committed 
62  helicopters  which  flew  192,6  hours  and  563  sorties,  A  total  of  970  troops 
were  lifted  into  the  operational  area.  The  Battalion  Command  and  Control 


helicopter  flew  the  Division  Command  and  Control  group  during  the  air  movement 
phase  of  the  operation. 


4.  AEMINISTRATIJN  AND  LOGISTICS: 


a.  Supply: 

(1)  The  Battalion  POL  Section  displaced  nine  (9)  fuel  dispensing 
units  to  Turn  Loc  on  71  February  1966,  in  preparation  for  the  operation. 

(2)  A  total  of  three  (3)  IM-lD’s  were  reouired  to  transport 
men  and  eeulrment  to  and  from  Xuan  Loc. 

(3)  A  total  of  10,900  gallons  of  Jp/4  were  used  in  support 
of  this  operation. 

b.  Maintenance ; 

(1)  Maintenance  representative  was  located  at  Xuan  Loc  throughout 
the  operation. 


(2)  Mo  maintenance  or  combat  damage  was  encountered  during  the 

operation. 


c.  Medical: 

(l)  Battalion  Surgeon  was  located  at  Xuan  loc  throughout  the 

operation. 

(?)  Mo  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  as  a  result  of  the 

operation. 


/aj 


5,  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMEND 'TIONS  i 

8,  This  operation  was  conducted  without  an  artillery  or  Tac  Air 
prestrike  of  the  LZ  in  order  to  achieve  maximum  surprise  and  to  keep  from 
igniting  the  dry  LZ  grass.  Armed  helicopters  did  an  excellent  job  of  preparing 
the  LZ  one  minute  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  lift  elements.  This  technioue 
varied  a  rreviouslv  set  pattern  of  lengthy  LZ  preparation,  achieved  maximum 
surprise  and  is  highly  recommended  as  a  variation  when  the  situation  will  permit. 


b.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  demonstrated  excellent  flexibility 
and  control  during  the  operation  and  it  was  excuted  in  a  smooth  and  highly 
professional  manner. 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Infantry 
Commanding 
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HEADQUiUtTESBS 

145 -'  ll  AVIATION  BATTALION 
AdO  San  Francisco  96307 

AVAW-FC 

SUJJjSOT:  After  Action  Report  of  145th  Aviation  battalion  Operation  13-66 
26  February  1966 


Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  AFO  San  Francisco  96345 
Deputy  Senior  Advisor,  III  Corps,  AdO  San  Francisco  96227 
Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  A?0  San  Francisco  96307 


1.  TASK  CIGAHIZATIOH: 

a.  Battalion  i^oadquarters : 

145 til  Aviation  battalion  Oosx.and  and  Control  Holicoetor 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st.  Flight  Hlenont;  60th  Aviation  Company  (A..L) ; 

10  GH-1D  Helicopters 
5  JH-1D  (Armed)  Kelicoptors 
1  oh- lb  (.aint)  olicoptor 

c*  £^£bt^41eiiont:  A  Company,  501st  aviation  battalion  (.Li) : 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  Uii-IH  (varied)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1D  (_aint)  Helicopter 

u ,  Support  dlowent j 

l45  ch  Aviation  Hattciion  Core  tunic.'. cions  Section 
I45tli  Aviation  battalion  \ a intonanco  Section 
145th  Aviation  battalion  Fa v. finder  Dot.  chvcnt 
145 til  Aviation  b.ttalion  FOL  Section 
56 til  Transportation  Coinany  (-) 

57th  Audi  cal  Detachment  (  Ail-  Amb)  (-} 

ISSlOi;:  The  145th  Aviation  battalion  provided  troop  •.aviars, 

arned  .lelicoptors,  survoill..nco  ;nd  control  aircraft  for  the  50th  o;laant, 
2pt.i  wC17»!)  Division,  in  the  conduct  of  airuobilo  .  .ssaults  in  to  l\/o  la.nd.inr.; 
sonos,  (LZ  Aim  coordinates  AS  667G42  ,vnd  HZ  JOHN  coordinates  IS  656032)  vi~ 
ciniiy  o  .ca  nor  w least  of  ion  Luc  in  order  to  uaucuto  search  and  destroy  ope¬ 
rations  against  7rot  Cong  Forces,  supplies,  and  installations. 


/MS 


W#**! 
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3.  SUIKARY  OF  OPERATI  C'S : 

a.  Battalion  combat  and  supporting  elenonts  closed  the  Bien  Hoa 
(SNAKEPIT)  staging  area  ?607"!G  February  1966  for  final  biuefing  and  organization 

for  combat. 

b.  Flight  elements  departed  Bien  Hoa  enroute  to  the  troop  loading 
site  (LZ  MAUDE)  at  Ben  Luc  at  0816  hour  s.  A  flight  route  to  the  east  of 
the  Saigon  Tan  Son  Mhut  area  had  been  previously  coordinated  with  friendly 
artillery  and  the  United  States  Air  Force,  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
pathfinder  Detachment  (-)  had  preceded  t^c  lift  elements  and  prepared  the 
troops  for  immediate  loading  upon  arrival  of  the  troop  carriers,  A  large 
rice  paddy  area  2  Km  east  of  Ben  Luc  was  used  as  a  loading  zone  and  no 
difficulty  in  loading  was  experienced. 

c.  The  initial  airmobile  assault  into  LZ  ANN  was  preceded  by  an  intense 
and  very  effective  tactical  air  preparation.  Light  enemy  fire  was  received 

on  approach  to  and  departure  from  the  landing  zone  as  well  as  from  the 
canal  lines  north  of  the  landing  zone.  The  second  lift  into  LZ  ANN  was  on 
schedule  and  enemy  fire  received  was  ineffective.  The  command  and  control 
helicopter  directed  tactical  air  and  armed  helicopter  strikes  aganist  the 
areas  from  which  hostile  fire  had  been  received. 


d.  Tactical  air  attempted  to  start  preparation  of  the  second  landing 
zone  (LZ  JCHN)  ten  minutes  early  instead  of  adhering  to  the  planned  and 
coordination  schedule;  however,  this  was  corrected  by  the  Air  Mission  Commander 
in  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter  and  subseouent  lifts  were  landed  on 
schedule  and  without  opposition.  Light  fire  continued  to  be  received  on 

the  approaches  to  and  departures  from  the  landing  zone, 

e.  One  IV-ID  (Air  Ambulance)  helicopter  of  the  57th  Medical 
Detachment  evacuated  one  wounded  child  and  one  ARVM  soldier  to  Ben  Luc. 

f.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  provided  one  0-1F  for  radio  relay, 
weather  advisory,  and  surveillance  throughout  the  operation. 

g.  The  197th  Aviation  Companv  provided  8  UH-1B  (Armed)  helicopters 
and  conducted  flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance,  landing  zone 
marking  and  prestrike,  and  provided  two  light  fire  teams  for  continuous 
overhead  cover  of  the  ground  accretion, 

SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 


260710  Feb  66 
0715 
0800 
0816 

0820-08S5 

0830 

0844 

08A7 


145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  closed  SNAICEPIT 
Final  Briefing 

Pathfinder  reported  LZ  MAUDE 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  departed  SNAKEPIT 

Tac  Air  prepared  LZ  ANN 

CA(C  Hcptr  reported  LZ  MAUDE 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  arrived  LZ  MAUDE  and  loaded 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  departed  LZ  MAUDE 


0P55-090C 
0900 
09?  5 

0927-0947 

0947-095? 

095? 

1019 

1045 


Armed  ”cntrs  n-rk  d  A  rro struck  12  A"H 

1st  '  sit  landing  42  iJIN 

2nd  '.sit  landing  42  jCHN 

Tnc  Air  or'  pa re  d  42  JOIN 

Amcd  L’cntrs  narked  A  prostruck  42  JCHN 

3rd  A sit  landing  42  JOHN 

4th  Aslt  landing  4Z  JOHN 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  arrived  SNaKEPIT  and  refueled} 
Bn  elcnents  released 


h,  Tn  support  of  this  operation  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided 
one  0-1F  airplane  and  44  helicopters  flying  110  hours  and  396  combat  sorties. 
Two  aircraft  from  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  received  two  hits.  There 
was  one  friendlv  casualty  among  the  flight  crews. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AMD  LOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Refueling  was  conducted  at  Bien  Hoa  for  all  elements  prior 

to  lift. 

(2)  Coordination  was  made  with  the  197th  Aviation  Company  for 
refueling  and  reaming  of  armed  helicopters  at  Tan  Son  Nhut  Air  nase,  for 
this  operation. 


b.  Maintenance : 

(1)  Maintenance  representative  was  on  standby  at  the  SNAKEPIT 
throughout  the  operation. 

(2)  The  following  aircraft  from  Second  Section,  Second  Platoon, 
171st  Aviation  Company  received  combat  damage  as  indicated. 

(a)  IF -IB,  SM  63-8632,  received  a  small  arms  round  through 
underside  of  cargo  compartment.  nmnge  was  minor  and  aircraft  continued  mission. 

(3)  The  following  Aircraft  from  A  Conmny,  501st  Aviation  Battal¬ 
ion  received  combat  damage  as  indicated: 

(a)  UP -IB,  S*T  63-12921,  received  small  arms  round  through 
transmission  and  transmission  cowling.  Aircraft  returned  to  home  station 
for  repairs. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  nettalion  Surgeon  was  located  at  SNAKEPIT  throughout  the 

operation. 

(?)  93rd  Medical  Detachment  provided  one  rv-dtcnl  aid  man  with 
ambulance  on  standby  at  SNAKEPIT, 


/2  7 


(3)  A  crew  member  -f  the  197th  ' vi^tion  Conpanv  sustained 
IHHa  when  smoke  prene.de  5  grited  d  nr  inf  firing  pass  o-*ier  LZ.  Ibis 

resell  ted  in  second  and  third  degree,  burns  to  the  inner  thigh.  Individual 
evacuated  to  3rd  Field  Hospitial. 

(4)  An  RVN  soldier  and  an  indigenous  person  were  wounded  and 
evacuated  by  Dust  Off, 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECQNTffiNDATIONS : 

a.  The  ground  unit  did  not  use  the  standard  1st  'US)  Infantry- 
Division  Artillery  Grid  system  for  the  control  of  supporting  artillery 
fires.  This  grid  is  carried  on  the  map  of  all  aviators  and  must  be  used 
by  all  ground  elements  for  safe  and  efficient  control  of  artillery  in  the 
conduct  of  airmobile  operations. 

b.  Tn  t^is  operation  no  consideration  had  been  given  by  the  ground 
element  as  to  restrictions  on  canal  or  waterway  traffic.  It  is  imperative 
that  proper  coordination  and  control  of  this  traffic  be  thoroughly  planned 
and  emphasized  so  that  sufficient  restrictions  and  controls  on  suppressive 
fires  can  be  effected  by  the  airmobile  force  commander. 

)k^!Oca 

HORST  K.  JOOST 
T,t  Col  Infantry 
Commanding 


AVA5/-PC 

SUBJECT: 


5  March  1966 


HEAD.  DARTERS 
145TH  AVIA  non  BATTALION 

APO  s^n  Francisco  96227 


Aft^r  "ction  Report,  145th  .Aviation  Battalion  Rapid  Reaction 
26  February  1966,  and  Operation  14-66  1  March  1966 


TO:  Commanding  Ceneral,  1st  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco  96345 

deputy  Senior  Advisory,  III  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96227 
Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Croup,  APO  San  Francisco  96307 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION 

a.  Battalion,  HsadOMCfcarat 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
197th  Aviation  Comnany(-) 

b.  1st  ^light  Element:  A  Company,  82  Aviation  Battalion  (AML): 

12  UP -ID  Helicopters 
5  UF-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  A  Company  501st  Aviation  Battalion  (AML) 

12  ITH-1D  Helicopters 
5  im-lB  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

d.  Support  SlCTQIlt: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Corminicati  ons  Section 
145th  ‘viation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  BatteXion  POL  Sbction 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Anb) (-) 

2,  MISSION;  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  t^o  necessary  troop 
carriers,  armed  cover,  and  command  and  control  aircraft  for  the  173rd  Air^mc 
Brigade  air  movenont. 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  was  alerted  for  extraction  of  the 
2/503rd  Airborne  Infantry  Bat  tali  on  by  1st  Infantry  Division  Amy  Aviation 
Control  Canter;  26  February  1966. 


Urion  Arrival  of  t^e  3att'-li~n  C*\n 'andor  and  S-3  nt  the  brigade  Command  Post, 
the  mission  was  changed  to  a  combat  arsr.ult.  with  one  rifle  company.  The 
2/503rd  which  had  made  Iv'avy  cont'ct  ’-dth  the  enemy  was  to  be  reinforced  and 
remain  in  tve  assigned  TAOR.  Tactical  Air,  artillery,  and  Amy  Aviation 
Support  was  ouickly  nlanncd  and  coordinated  for  the  operation. 

b.  Flight  leaders  were  given  a.  brio  fin  t)  and  all  elements  prepared 
for  immediate  departure  from  separate  staging  areas  (assigned  unit  arehs). 
Troops  were  loaded  at  t*-e  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  helipad  and  departed  at 
1630  hours  for  the  operational  area.  Tactical  air  prestruck  targets  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  LZ  (coordinates  XT894255)  and  armed  helicopters  were 
used  for  suppressive  fire  during  the  assault  landing,  light  small  arms 
and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  duri  “g  the  landing  and  numerous 
fires  were  started  in  the  landing  area.  Only  one  lift  was  required  to 
lift  the  assault  force  of  168  men  and  all  aircraft  were  released  at.  1715 
hours.  In  support  of  the  operation  the  145th  Jviati'-n  Battalion  committed 
33  helicopters  which  flew  48.3  hours  and  165  sorties.  No  aircraft  received 
hits  and  their  were  no  casualties  among  the  flight  crews. 

c.  The  Battalion  was  again  alerted  1  March  1966  for  extraction  of 
2/503rd  Airborne  Tnf entry  Battalion.  The  flight  leaders  were  briefed 

at  the  Bien  uoa  (SNAKEPIT)  staging  area  at  1130  hours  and  all  elements 
were  prepared  for  the  extraction.  The  flight  elements  were  staged  from 
separate  locations  (assigned  unit  areas)  and  joined  in  the  air  for  the 
operation. 

d.  Battalion  Pathfinders  and  the  command  and  control  helicopter 
proceded  t^e  flight  elements  into  the  LZ  (coordinates  XT  878268)  for 
final  coordination  and  preparation  of  troops  for  loading.  The  landing  zone 
selected  by  the  ground  unit  was  extremely  snail  and  only  large  enough 

to  accommodate  one  half  of  each  flight  element  (five  helicopters).  Tn 
addition,  tvere  were  obstacles  30  feet  high  at  the  departure  end  of  the 
landing  zone  and  the  density  altitude  was  approximately  30OO  feet.  The 
flight  elements  were  separated  •’nd  cautioned  about  the  landing  zone  conditions. 
The  extraction  began  at  exactly  1300  hours,  requiring  three  lifts  and  was 
completed  at  1415  hours.  Light  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was 
received  on  approach  and  departure  from  the  landinr  zone.  The  flight 
routes  were  ad-justed  to  avoid  t^e  hazardous  areas  and  armed  helicopter 
strikes  were  conducted  on  known  and  suspected  enemy  positions.  A  total  of 
488  troons  were  extracted  in  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes.  The  battalion 
committed  36  helicopters  for  the  operation  and  flew  56.8  hours  and  185 
combat  sorties.  No  aircraft  were  hit  by  enemv  fire  and  there  were  no 
aviation  crew  casualties. 

e.  The  Battalion  Ccemand  and  Control  helicopter  carried  the  ground 
ground  command  group  during  each  operation  and  controlled  the  air  movement. 


f 
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4.  AEKINISTRATICN  .-HD  LXISTIGo : 


a.  Supply: 

No  supplies  were  recuired  for  either  the  assault  or  the 
extraction  phase  of  the  operation. 

b.  Maintenance : 

No  maintenance  problems  or  combat  damage  was  reported  during  the 
two  phases  of  the  operation. 

c.  Medical: 

No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  during  either  phase  of  the 

operation. 

5.  CQrliENTS  AND  RBCCMMENDATIONS : 


Each  operation,  although  rapidly  planned,  was  executed  in  a  hiphly 
professional  manner  without  any  major  difficulties. 


'  1,1*4/ f  /<!  J( 

'  ffoRST  K.  JOOST 


Lt  Col  Infantry 
Connanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 
I45TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  3an  Francisco  96227 

AVAW-FC  10  Maroh  1966 

SUBJECT*  After  Action  Report,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  16-66 
3  March  1966 


TO*  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division,  APO  San  Francisco  96345 
Deputy  Senior  Advisor,  III  Corps,  APO  San  Francisco  96227 
Commanding  Officer,  12th  Aviation  Group,  APO  San  Prancisoo  96307 


h 

X 


j; 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION* 

a.  Battalion  Hgad.auarte.rs* 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element*  118th  Aviation  Company  (AML)* 

8  UH-1D  Helicopters 

5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UE-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element*  A  Company,  82nd  Aviation  Battalion  (AKL)* 

9  UH-IB  Helicopters 

5  UH-LB  (Aimed;  Helicopters 
1  UH-13  (Maint;  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element*  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML)* 

9  UH-1D  Heliooptera 
5  UH-1B  (Ajoed)  Halioopters 
1  UH-IB  (Maint)  Helicopter 

e.  ftapport  Element* 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfindor  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Seotion 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detaohment  (Air  Amb)  (-) 


AM 


2.  MISSION t  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  necessary 
troop  carriers,  armed  helicopters,  and  command  and  control  aircraft  for 
the  43rd  Regiment,  10th  (aRVN)  Division's  airmobile  assault  from  LZ  BLUE 
(coordinates  YS  398627)  into  LZ  PURPLE  (coordinates  YS  501539)  beginning 
030800  March  1966. 


3.  SUMMARY  OP  OPERATION* 

a*  Battalion  combat  and  supporting  element  representatives  wore 
assembled  at  the  Bien  Hoa  (SNAKEPU)  staging  area  O3O6OO  March  1966  for  briefing 
prior  to  the  operation*  The  flight  elements  were  staged  at  four  separate 
locations,  (Bien  Hoa,  173rd  Abn  Bde  helipad,  Yung  Tau,  and  Tan  Son  Nhut)  and 
converged  for  the  operation  atthe  forward  troop  loading  zone* 

b*  Flight  elements  departed  their  respective  staging  areas,  beginning, 
O307I5  March  for  LZ  BLUE*  Due  to  an  unexpected  cloud  layer,  flight  altitude  was 
adjusted  from  2000  feet  MSL  to  1500  feet  MSL*  Some  difficulty  was  experienced 
by  Tac  Air  during  the  LZ  preparation  due  to  the  unexpected  low  layer  of  olouds } 
however,  naval  gunfire  and  armed  helioopters  were  also  used  in  the  preparation 
and  ware  expertly  coordinated  from  the  Command  and  Control  helioopter*  Ligit 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  by tho-f light  elements  on 
'approach  and  departure  from  LZ.  PURPLE  during  tbs  initial  assault*  A  "heavy-left” 
landing  formation  was  used  to  position  maximum  army  aviation  fire  support  toward 
the  enemy  side  of  the  LZ.  Organic  armed  helicopters  were  also  employed  heavily  on 
the  left*  Subsequent  flight  elements  were  diverted  around tfeie  known  enemy  locations 
and  Tac  Air  was  directed  into  the  area  between  the  1st  and  2nd  lifts  in  order  to 
neutralize  enemy  fire* 

o.  The  2nd  and  3rd  and  a  partial  4th  lift  were  made  into  the.  landing 
zone  without  any  major  difficulties.  One  ARVN  soldier  was  reported  injured 
and  the  aeromedioal  evacuation  ambulance  was  directed  into  the  area  for  casualty 
evacuation.  Upon  completion  of  the  last  lift,  throe  troop  carriers  and  two  light 
fire  teams,  were  assigned  to  continue  support  of  the  ground  operation*  The 
remaining  flight  elemonts  were  released  to  home  station  at  0945  hours  to  prepare 
for  normal  scheduled  III  Corps,  missions* 


d*  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  8  UH-1B  (Armed)  helioopters 
and  conducted  flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance ,  LZ  marking 
and  pro  a  trike,  and  two  light  fire  teams  far  .continuous  cover  of  ground  operations# 

! 


0600 

0645 

0630-0730 

0715 

0722 

0730-0755 


1 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS  ^ 

Final  Briefing  SNAKEPET  j 

C&C  reported  Xuan  Loo  ! 

Naval  Gun  Firs  1 

Pathfinders  reported  to  LZ  BLUE 
145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  departed  Bien  Hoa 
Tao  Air  prestrike  LZ  PURPLE 


fc  «■•«*&*#  * 


-  -V  A' ■  ■  ■- ’vfo  ftSF? 


0737 

0745 

0755-O8OO 

0800 

0850 

0900 

0930-1000 

1025 

1040 


68tt  Avn  Go  departed  Vung  Tau 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived,  loaded  and  departed 

LZ  BLUE 

Armed  helicopters  prestruck  LZ  PURPU5 

1st  Aslt  landing  LZ  PURPLE 

2nd  Aslt  landing  LZ  PURPLE 

3rd  Aslt  landing  LZ  PURPLE 

Bn  element  arrived  XL  and  VTj  refueled 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  LZ  PURPLE,  loaded, 

and  departed 

4th  Aslt  landing  LZ  PURPLE 


e.  In  support  of  this  operation,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  committed 
52  helicopters  which  flew  119*3  hours  and  390  sorties*  977  assault  troops  were 
lifted  into  the  operational  fire a  in  1  hour  and  48  minutes.  No  aircraft  were  hit 
and  there  were  no  casualties  among  the  flight  crews. 

4.  AttilNlSTRAT ION  AND  LOGISTIC St 

a.  Supply  t 

(1)  Refueling  and  rearming  of  aircraft  for  this  operation  was 
scheduled  to  he  conducted  at  Xuan  Loc. 

(2)  Having  received  a  warring  order  from  the  S-3,  "the  S-4  made 
arrangements  to  transport  eight  (8)  fuel  pumping  units  direct  from  Tay  Ninh  to 
Xuan  Loc  on  2  March  1966. 

(3)  Coordination  was  made  with  10th  Division  G-4  advisor  for 
the  refueling  of  bladders  in  preparation  for  the  operation. 

(4)  The  assistant  S-4  with  nine  (9)  enlisted  men  departed  Bien 
Hoa  for  Xuan  Loc  at  O64O  hours,  3  March}  however  refueling  was  net  required. 
Equipment  and  men  were  returned  to  home  station. 

b.  Maintenance! 

(1)  A  maintenance  representative  was  located  at  Xuan  Loc  until 
completion  of  the  operation. 

1 

(2)  No  maintenance  problems  or  damage  was  reported. 

c.  Medical! 

(1)  The  Battalion  Aid  Station  was  located  at  Vung  Tau  and  staffed 
by  thti  430th  Medical  Detachment. 

(2)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  as  a  result  of  the 

operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS! 

a.  Troops,  wero  extremely  alow  in  moving  off  the  immediate  landing  area. 


% 
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This  is  a  problem  of  great  concern  since  flight  elements  are  spaced  one  minute  or 
less  apart  during  combat  assaults  and  require  immediate  clearance  in  the  area# 

Since  the  LZ  and  surrounding  area  had  been  heavily  prestruck  and  aimed  helicopters 
sure  providing  close  and  continuous  suppressive  fire  during  landing}  it  would 
appear  to  be  to  the  friendly  units  advantage  to  aggressively  move  forward  and 
retain  the  initiative#  Delay  in  clearing  the  landing  area  also  presents  inumerable 
safety  hazards  to  ground  troops  and  approaching  helicopters,  in  that  troops  may 
be  struok  by  approaching  aircraft  or  cause  the  aircraft  to  collide  while 
maneuvering  to  avoid  personnel  on  the  LZ#  It  is  highly  recommended  that  these 
critical  points  be  emphasized  during  training  and  operational  planning# 

b.  The  technique  of  converging  distantly  located  flight  elements  in 
the  operational  area  saved  a  significant  amount  of  aircraft  flying  time  and 
reduced  refueling  requirements.  It  also  enabled  early  completion  of  the 
operation. 

c.  This  operation  was  executed  in  a  highly  professional  and  smooth 
manner  with  no  major  difficulties  encountered. 

Lt  Col  Inf 
Commanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 
U+5TH  AVIATION  B/iTTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96227 


AVAW-FC  18  IJarch  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report,  245th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  20-66M 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  TASK.  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  ‘helicopter 
197th  Aviation  Cocipany  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (AliL): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
3  'JH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Haint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company  (ALL): 

9  UH-1D  Helicopters 
3  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-13  (jAint)  Helicopter 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element:  A  Company,  501st  Aviation  Battalion: 

9  UH-ID  Helicopters 
6  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Kaint)  Helicopter 

e.  Support  Element: 

145th  Aviation  3attalion  Conaunications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  ii&inte nance  Section 
145th  Aviation  3attalion  Pathfinder  Detachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  liedical  Detachment  (Air  Amb)  (-) 
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2.  llSiilGtJj  The  145th  Aviation  -ctlalien  provided  the  necessary 
troop  carriers,  rnned  helicopters,  and  cosacand  and  control  aircraft  for 
the  50th  Degiuent,  25th  (AAVH)  Division's  airmobile  assault  from  Due 

Hoa  (coord  .IS  590S5-)  to  12  KIliG  (coord  X5  564847)  and  U  HULK  (coord  XS 
533839)  beginning  180915  liarch  1966. 

3.  SiS-5  7iil  CF  QPEiw.TlOLs 

a.  Battalion  combat  and  suporting  elenent  representatives  were 
assembled  at  the  uien  Hoa  (sii.KEriT)  staging  area  1007^0  larch  1966  for 
briefing  prior  to  the  operation.  -.11  flight  elements  Were  staged  from 
Bien  Hoa  except  the  197th  Aviation  Company  which  staged  from  Tan  Son  Nhut. 

b.  Flight  elements  departed  their  respective  staging  areas, 
beginning,  180754  w±t|s  the  armed  helicopters,  less  those  of  A  Company  501st 
Aviation  Battalion.  The  armed  helicopters  were  refueled  at  Due  Hoa  prior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  troop  carriers.  Troop  cairiers  departed  Men  Hoa  at 
0839  with  intermediate  troop  loading  at  Due  Hoa  and  then  direct  to  12 
HELEN.  Tac  preparation  was  terminated  five  minutes  >rior  to  LZ  time  on 

12  HEIJ5N,  armed  helicopters  then  prestruck  and  marked  the  LZ.  Light  small 
arms  fire  was  recieved  by  flight  elements  on  approach  and  departure  from 
12  HELLK  however  it's  effect  v/as  minimised  By  excellent  use  on  offensive 
suppressive  fire. 

c.  The  second  and  third  lifts  were  made  into  landing  zone  KIUG. 
Enroute  to  12  ItflG,  on  the  second  lift  one  aircraft  from  A  Com.  any  501st 
Aviation  Battalion  received  one  Ait  from  small  arms  fire  over  Pont  Due 
(coord  533960).  There  were  no  wounded  and  the  aircraft  continued  the 
mission,  numerous  reports  of  snail  anus  fire  and  one  report  of  automatic 
weapons  at  (coord  550350)  t*ere  received  and  armed  helicopters  were 
utilized  to  neutralize  these  fires.  Tac  air  was  not  requested  due  to  the 
proximity  of  friendly  troops.  Between  the  second  and  third  lifts  into 

LZ  KUIG,  10  Viet  Cong  were  reported  in  the  open  at  (coord  542-40)  400 
meters  north  of  LZ  HiiLLK;  armed  helicopters  engadged  with  good  results. 

The  third  lift  was  flown  at  1500  feet  due  to  cloud  cover,  upon  completion 
of  the  last  lift,  four  troop  carriers  and  two  light  fire  teams  -rare 
assigned  to  continue  su  port  of  the  ground  operation.  The  remaining 
flight  elements  -  ere  released  to  Bien  i.oa  at  103G  hours  to  re- are  for 
normal  ill  Corps  missions. 

d.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  six  UR-1B  armed 

he  icopters  and  conducted  flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance, 
12  marking  and  five  minute  prestrike. 

3L  UL:  CL  F  X.  VL1TS 


0700  Final  briefing  Gj  Ail.  IT 

0730  145th  Aviation  atialion  closes  lien  Hoa 

0315  v-naod  aircraft  close  Doc  Hoa  (except  A 

conpmyr  501st  ..viation  1  attallon) 
0625-0910  Tactical  air  preparation 

0339  145th  aviation  Battalion  deperta  Bien  Hoa 

0300  145th  .viation  battalion  arrives  Doc  Uoa 

0903  145th  Aviatior.  Battalion  departs  Doc  hoa 
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0910-0915 

Armed  helicopter  prestrike  12  HEIEN 

0915 

1st  Assault  landing  LZ  HELEN 

0927-0930 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrives  Due  Hoa, 
loads  and  departs 

0945 

2nd  Assault  landing  12  K  NG 

0957-1000 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  arrives  Doc  Hoa, 
loads  and  departs 

1012 

3rd  assault  landing  12  KING 

103  8 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  elements  were 
released 

1300 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  reverted  to  normal 
III  Corps  missions. 

e.  In  support  of  this  operation,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
committed  52  helicopters  widch  flew  110  hours  and  327  sorties*  689 
assault  troops  were  lifted  into  the  operational  area  in  cne  hour  and  twenty- 
three  minutes*  One  troop  carrier  was  hit  with  only  minor  damage  and  there 
were  no  casualties  among  the  flight  crews. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 
a.  Supply: 

Refueling  was  conducted  at  Bien  Hoa  for  all  troop  carriers 
and  at  Due  Hoa  for  all  armed  helicopters. 

b*  Maintenance: 

No  maintenance  problems  or  combat  damage  was  reported, 
c.  Kedical: 

(1)  Battalion  Surgeon  was  located  at  SNAXLPIT  during  the 

operation. 

(2)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  as  a  result 
of  the  operation. 

5.  COUNTS  A’  D  RECOIJLKDATIONS: 

a.  25th  (ARVN)  Division  was  short  45  troops  for  second  lift, 
this  led  to  poor  utilisation  of  airlift  capability  during  this  lift.  It 
is  recoramnded  that  more  accurate  information  as  to  the  number  of  troops 
to  be  lifted  be  supplied  to  the  airlift  unit. 

b.  At  1000  hours  an  unidentified  U-6  type  aircraft  flew  from 
north  to  south  at  1500  feet  acroee  both  12 't  KING  and  HEUA.  It  ia  highly 
re contended  that  aircraft  not  involved  in  operations  be  restricted  from 
operational  areas  as  a  flight  hasard. 


HJHST  K.  J00ST 
Lt  Col.  Infantry 
C  amending 


HEAWaiTEHS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
AFO  Sen  Frc-ncisco  96227 

AVAU-FC  K)  April  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation  23-66# 
and  23-66AA,  10  April  1966 


TO:  SPECIAL 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION :  23-66 


Battalion  Headquarters : 


345th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 


b. 


68th  Aviation  Company  (ALL): 


10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 


128th  Aviation  Company  (AKL)i 


9  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (/trued)  Helicopters 
1  UK-1B  (liaint)  Helicopter 


! 
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145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communication  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Amb)  (-) 


i 


j 

l 


-^•trwvr 
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TASK  ODGANIzmONs 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Command  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  6Sth  Aviation  Company  (All): 

5  UH-1D  Helicopters 

4  UH-1D  (Armed)  Helicopters 

1  UH-1B  (Kaint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  162nd  Aviation  Company  (All)  plus  one  from 

A  Company  501st  Aviation  Company 

5  UH-1D  helicopters 

2  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 

d.  3rd  Flight  Element;  U6th  Aviation  Company  (All)  plus  one 

from  the  68th  Aviation  Company  (Ail) : 

5  UH-1D  Helicopters 

e.  4th  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company  (All): 

5  UH-1D  Helicopters 
(4th  lift  only) 

f.  Support  Element  Same  as  23-66 


2,  MISSION:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  troop  carriers,  armed 
helicopters,  surveillance  and  control  aircraft  for  detachment  C-3  (  Mike 
Force)  US  Special  Forces  in  conduct  of  airmobile  assaults  into  LZ  CUTLASS 
(coordinates  IS  109872)  in  order  to  execute  search  and  destroy  operations 
against  Viet  Cong  Forces,  supplies  and  installations,  and  extracted  on 
order* 

3.  SU.IiARY  OF  OPERATIONS: 

a*  Battalion  Combat  and  supporting  elements  closed  the  Bien  Hoa  (BUD 
CAGE)  staging  area  100640  April  1966  for  final  briefing  and  organisation 
for  combat. 

b.  Flight  elements  loaded  and  departed  BLiDCAGE  at  0742  hours, 
a-  flight  route  east  of  the  Saigon,  Tan  Son  Nhut  area  had  been 
previously  coordinated  with  friendly  artillery.  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
prestrike  and  1st  assault  landing  were  six  minutes  late  due  to  late  tactical 
air  ] restrike.  Both  the  tactical  air  and  armed  helicopter  prestrikes  were 
very  effective.  The  first  lift  received  fire  from  (coordinates  Ys  076842) 


as  they  left  LZ  Cutlass,  The  fire  was  neutralized  by  Saber  elements  a^d  second 
and  third  lifts  were  directed  to  change  their  departure  heading  to  110° 
no  additional  fire  was  received.  145th  Aviation  Battalion  elements  were 
released  for  normal  missions  at  0935  except  for  one  command  and  control 
aircraft  a  nd  one  light  fire  team  for  the  6oth  Aviation  Company  and  one 
heavy  fire  team  from  the  197th  Aviation  Company  which  remained  to  cover 
ground  operations . 

c.  At  101430  April  1966  a  rapid  reaction  was  ordered  to  extract 
the  same  ground  '-elements  introudced  in  the  morning  operation.  By  1645 
all  elements  to  be  utilizied  closed  into  the  SNAKLPIT  s tagging  area.  A 
final  briefing  was  held  at  1650  hours  and  the  first  extraction  lift  departed 
the  SFAKLPIT  area  at  1715*  A  total  of  four  lifts  were  utilizied  by  three 
flight  elements  to  bring  out  489  troops.  There  was  no  enemy  opposition  and 
the  operation  was  handled  in  a  very  professional  manner,  again  demonstrating 
the  great  flexibility  of  Army  Aviation. 

d.  The  74th  Aviation  Company  provided  one  0-1F  for  radio  relay, 
weather  advisory  and  surveillance  throughout  the  morning  operation. 

e.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  5  UH-1B  (Armed)  helicopters 
during  morning  operations  and  four,  during  the  rapid  reaction  phase. 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 

100640 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  (-)  closed  BIRDCAGE 

0645 

Final  Briefing 

0710-0801 

Tac  Air  prep  LZ  CUTLASS 

0742 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  BIRDCAGE 

0801 

Armed  helicopters  marked  and  prestruck  LZ  CUTLASS 

0806 

1st  Aslt  landing  LZ  CUTLASS 

0826 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  BIRDCAGE  loaded  and  departed 

0844 

2nd  Aslt  landing  LZ  CUTLASS 

0904 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  BIRDCAGE  loaded  and  departed 

0922 

3rd  Aslt  landing  LZ  CUTLASS 

0940 

145th  Avn  Bn  arrived  BIRDCAGE  and  was  released 

2430 

Alerted  for  "High  Voltage" 

1645 

Closed  SNAKEPIT 

23-66  AA 

1650 

Final  Briefing 

1715 

145th  Avn  Bn  departed  SNAKEPIT  for  1st  extraction 
lift 

1745 

Second  lift 

1825 

Third  lift 

1845 

Final  lift 

1905 

All  elements  were  released. 

d.  In  support  of  these  operations  the  14 5th  Aviation  Battalion 
provided  one  0-1F  airplane  and  48  helicopters  flying  107  hours  and  250 
combat  sorties.  Their  were  no  aircraft  hit  and  no  friendly  casualties 
among  the  flight  crews. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply:  Refueling  consisted  of  aircraft  refueling  to  maximum 
capacity  before  and  after  both  pluses  of  the  operation. 


S tagging  was  conducted  at  the  STAKEPIT 

* 

b,  Maintenance: 

(1)  Maintenance  representative  was  located  at  thn  SNAKEPIT 
for  Both  phases  of  the  operation. 

(2)  No  damage  or  maintenance  problems  were  encountered. 

c.  Medical: 

(1)  Battalion  Flight  Surgeon  was  located  at  the  SNAKEPIT 
for  the  assault  phase  of  the  operation, 

(2)  Commanding  Officer,  774th  Medical  Detachment  provided 

2  aidmen  and  ambulance  on  standby  at  the  SNAKEPIT  for  the  extraction  phase. 

(3)  No  casualties  were  reported  or  treated  as  a  result  of  the 

operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a.  Tactical  air  prestrikes  were  very  effective  but  caused  a  six 
minute  delay  in  the  armed  helicopter  prestrike  and  narking  of  the  LZ, 

This,  in  turn,  caused  the  first  assault  landing  to  be  six  minutes  late. 
Recommend  all  elenents  work  on  same  time  schedule  and  that  the  air  liaison 
officer  insure  that  tactical  air  elements  work  within  established  time  frames. 

b.  The  number  of  troops  to  be  lifted  was  given  in  all  coordination 
meetings  at  540  however  only  498  were  lifted.  This  resulted  in  six 
aircraft  unused  in  the  last  lift.  This  resulted  in  poor  utilization  of 
available  aircraft  resources  and  places  unrealistic  restrictions  on  the 
support  this  battalion  can  render  to  other  units. 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Infantry 
Commanding 


HEADQUARTERS 

145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco  96227 


AVAW-FO  19  April  1966 

SUBJECT:  After  Action  Report  of  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operation 
27-66,  18  April  1966 


TO:  SPECIAL 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION : 

a.  Battalion  Headquarters: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Conmand  and  Control  Helicopter 
74th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

197th  Aviation  Company  (-) 

b.  1st  Flight  Element:  118th  Aviation  Company  (AML): 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
5  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

c.  2nd  Flight  Element:  68th  Aviation  Company  (AML) : 

10  UH-1D  Helicopters 
4  UH-1B  (Armed)  Helicopters 
1  UH-1B  (Maint)  Helicopter 

d.  Support  Element: 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Maintenance  Section 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Pathfinder  Dectachment 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  POL  Section 
56th  Transportation  Company  (-) 

57th  Medical  Detachment  (Air  Amb)  (-) 


\ 


\ 

\ 


2.  MISSION:  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  provided  troop  carriers, 
armed  helicopters  aid  command  and  control  aircraft  for  the  50th  Regiment, 
25th  (ARVN)  Division,  in  the  conduct  of  airmobile  assaults  into  four 
landing  zones,  (12  1  Coordinates  XS  458760,  LZ  2  Coordinates  XS  464764, 

12  3  Coordinates,  XS  478768  and  LZ  4  Coordinates  XS. 487768)  Vicinity  12  Km 
north  west  of  Tan  An  in  order  to  execute  search  and  destroy  operations 
against  Viet  Cong  Forces,  supplies  and  installations. 
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3.  SUMURY  OF  OPERATIONS : 


a,  145th  Aviation  Battalion  combat  combat  and  supporting 
elements  closed  Bien  Hoa  (SNARLPIY)  staging  area  180650  April  1966  for 
final  briefing  and  organization  for  combat, 

b.  Plight  elements  departed  Bien  Hoa  enroute  to  the  troop 
loading  site  (Tan  An  Airstrip)  at  0808  hours,  a  flight  route  to  the  south 
of  Saigon  was  chosen  to  conserve  fuel.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
pathfinder  and  command  and  control  elements  preceded  the  troop  carriers 

to  insure  proper  coordination  and  immediate  loading  of  the  troop  carriers. 


c.  The  initial  airmobile  assault  into  LZ's  1  and  2  was  delayed 
by  an  uncontrolled,  uncoordinated  air  strike  in  the  LZ  areas  by  VNAF  A-ls, 
These  aircraft  dropped  white  phosphorus  bombs  which  caused  numerous  fires 
and  completely  obscured  the  LZ  areas.  Due  to  this  airstrike  LZ  time  was 
changed  from  0900  to  0945.  At  0940  during  his  prestrike,  Saber  Six  (CO, 

197th  Aviation  Company)  reported  mortar  fire  in  the  LZ  area.  These  fires 
were  coming  from  river  assault  group  boats  operating  in  the  Occidental  River, 
west  of  the  LZ's  this  fire  was  also  uncontrolled  and  created  very  hazardous 
conditions  which  caused  another  five  minute  delay  in  plans.  From  this 
point  on  the  operation  went  as  planned  with  510  troops  being  lifted  into 
four  LZ's  in  three  lifts.  Small  arms  fire  was  received  from  (coordinates 
424744)  during  the  return  from  the  first  lift.  At  0955  hours  Mustang 
six  (68th  Aviation  Company  gun  platoon  leader)  engaged  an  estimated  Viet 
Cong  squad  at  this  and  neutralized  their  fire. 


d.  One  CH-47  from  the  56th  Transportation  Company  evacuated  a 
UH-1D  from  the  118th  Aviation  Company  which  had  damaged  it's  tail  rotor. 


e.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  5  UH-1B  (Armed)  helicopters 
and  conducted  flight  route  and  surrounding  area  reconnaissance,  landing 
zone  narking  and  pre3trike  on  LZ’s  1  and  2.  Marking  and  prestrike  on  LZ 
3  and  4  was  executed  by  the  118th  Aviation  Company  gun  platoon  and  the 
68th  Aviation  Company  supplied  two  light  fire  teams  for  continuous  over¬ 
head  cover  for  the  river  assault  groups  operating  in  the  area. 


SEQUENCE  OF  EVENTS 


180650 

0700 

0808 

0838 

0931 

0945 

0955 

0956 

1032 

1037 

1038 
1118 

1138 


145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  closed  SKAKEFIT 
Final  Briefing 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  departed  SNAKEPIT 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  arrivud  Tan  An 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  loaded,  departed  Tan  An 

197th  Avn  Co  pre struck  and  marked  LZ's  1  and  2. 

118th  Avn  Co  landed  LZ  1 

68th  Avn  Co  landed  LZ  2 

118th  Avn  Co  prestruck  and  marked  LZ  3  and  4 

118th  Avn  Co  landed  LZ  3 

68th  Avn  Co  landed  LZ  4 

U8th  and  68th  Avn  Co's  split  into  five 

aircraft  olenents  for  landings  on  LZ  2  and  3 

145th  Avn  Bn  (-)  arrived  Due  Hoc,  refueled, 

68th  Avn  Co  stoodby  other  elements  released. 


f .  In  support  of  this  operation  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
provided  34  helicopters  flying  123  hours  and  249  combat  sorties.  There 
were  no  aircraft  hit  and  no  aircrew  casualties  on  this  operation. 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Coordination  was  made  with  the  G-4  advisor  of  the  25th 
ARVN  Division  at  Due  Hoa  for  six  (6)  trucks  (2^)  to  support  the  refueling 
operation. 

(2)  Th8  battalion  POL  section  arrived  at  Due  Hoa  with  six 
men  and  six  pumps.  500  gallon  bladders  were  loaded  on  the  trucks  and 
rigged  for  operation. 

(3)  A  total  of  45  aircraft  were  refueled  for  a  consumption 
of  5000  gallons  of  JP/4. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(l)  The  following  aircraft  received  damage  as  indicated. 

(a)  UH-1D,  SN  64-13700,  118th  Aviation  Company  struck 
the  tail  boom  of  UH-1D,  SN  65-9613,  causing  damage  to  the  main  rotor  blades. 

(b)  UH-1D,  SN  65-9613,  25th  Infantry  Division  received 
damage  to  tail  ortor  blades  and  tail  boom  after  having  been  struck  by  the 
main  rotor  blade  of  UH-1D,  SN  64-13700. 

c.  Medical: 

No  medical  support  was  required  for  this  operation. 

5.  COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a.  It  is  imperative  that  the  Airmobile  Force  Commander  and  his 
directing  headquarter  **  plan  and  coordinate  all  major  aspects  of  A  he  operation 
to  include  supporting  fires,  tactical  air  support,  and  control  within 

the  TAGR.  The  air  mission  conoarder  supports  the  air  mobile  force 
coouinder  and  must,  of  necessity,  get  all  information  from  him  and  coordinate 
the  air  movement  at  that  level.  Final  selection  of  LZ's  and  specific 
employment  of  supporting  fires  and  tactical  air  for  pre-strike  must  be 
accomplished  Jointly. 

b.  That  the  airmobile  force  coram nder  be  prepared  to  discuss  all. 
aspects  of  the  operation  at  the  final  coordination  meeting  to  insure  safe 
and  timely  execution  of  the  air  movement.  That  the  air  mobile  force 
coranander  have  control  of  all  elements  within  the  TAGR  which  support  the 
air  landed  force  or  which  have  the  capability  of  interfering  with  the 

air  movement  through  use  of  unscheduled  or  unannounced  fires. 

HOST  K.  JOOS 4 
^  it  Col  Infantry 
/4O  C^Ecanding 


HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
AK)  San  Francisoo,  96227 

AVAW-FA  21  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  Proposed  Expansion  of  the  Battalion  Civic  Action  Program 


TO :  See  Distribution 


1#  PURPOSE:  The  purpose  of  this  plan  is  to  outline  the  needs,  object¬ 
ives  and  methods  to  expand  the  Battalion's  Civic  Actions  and  increase  its 
sphere  of  influence  in  the  local  communities. 

2.  DEFINITION:  Civic  Action  can  be  defined  as  "the  use  of  military 
forces  on  projects  useful  to  the  local  populace,  such  as  education,  training, 
public  works,  agriculture,  transportation,  communication,  health,  sanitation 
and  other  projects  which  contribute  to  the  economic  and  social  development 

of  the  country". 

3.  OBJECTIVES:  The  objectives  of  civic  action  projects  are  threefold. 
The  first  objective  is  psychological  and  seeks  to  gain  and  maintain  the 
support  of  the  people  for  the  Government  of  Vietnam  (GVN).  Through  construct¬ 
ive  rehabilitation  projects  the  loyalty  and  respect  of  the  populace  for  the 
GVN  can  be  developed,  thus  accomplishing  the  long  range  goal  of  establishing 

a  self-sufficient  government.  Secondly,  to  improve-  the  living  conditions  of 
the  people  so  as  to  remove  one  of  the  basis  underlying  causes  of  insurgency. 
Civic  actions  oriented  toward  improving  the  standard  of  living  provide 
tangible  evidence  to  the  populace  that  the  US  Military  is  intersted  in  their 
welfare  and  is  here  to  help  them.  Thirdly,  through  a  carefully  considered 
and  Lalanced  civic  action  program,  the  battalion  may  reap  intelligence  inform¬ 
ation  from  the  populace  concerning  the  Viet  Cong's  intensions  against  the 
United  States  and  ARVN  forces.  Although  not  the  primary  reason  for  our 
assistance,  this  alienation  of  the  populace  will  deny  the  Viet  Cong  the  free 
access  he  has  enjoyed  in  the  outlying  areas. 

A.  The  Need  for  Civic  Action: 

a.  In  Vietnam,  nearly  90$  of  the  population  are  farmers  who  live 
in  poverty,  ignorance  and  superstition.  In  addition  they  have  been  exploited 
by  the  government  and  abused  by  the  military.  They  were  easily  influenced 
by  the  Viet  Minh  and  Viet  Cong  with  the  promise  of  the  better  life.  Only 
recently  has  the  Saigon  government  made  any  progress  in  winning  the  people 
away  from  supporting  or  tolerating  the  Viet  Cong.  This  was  acc'-'mpO.ished 
through  a  counter-insurgency  plan  which  Civic  Action  is  one  of  tne  basic 
components. 


% 


b.  The  people  of  Vietnam  have  been  carrying  on  their  struggle  for 
approximately  20  years.  Their  record  of  bravery  and  gallantry  is  written 
in  the  pages  of  military  history.  However,  their  struggle  has  resulted  in 
a  tremendous  regression  in  economic  and  social  growth.  Consequently  the 
populace  as  a  whole  still  lives  in  abject  poverty.  Many  of  them  have  been 
displaced  as  a  result  of  combat  operations,  either  voluntarily  or  involun¬ 
tarily.  Other  ethical  groups  have  come  to  Vietnam  in  search  of  freedom. 

The  one  basic  fact  that  they  all  have  in  oomnon  is  an  overwhelming  desire  to 
improve  their  status  economically  and  socially.  However, they  are  refugees 
and  as  such  have  few  worldy  possessions,  or  the  capacity  to  produce  consumer 
goods.  They  have  established  communities  under  the  control  of  the  Government 
of  Vietnam. 

c.  It  must  be  recogiized  that  the  GVN  is  relatively  young  by  United 
States  Standards.  Although  the  government  has  assuned  its  responsibility  of 
providing  for  all  its  peop’e,  it  does  not  have  the  capability  of  providing 
this  support  gr  creating  an  economy  that  will  ultimately  lead  to  a  higher 
standard  of  living  without  the  help  of  the  United  States. 

d.  The  magnitude  of  this  refugee  problem  is  best  illustrated  by  the 
current  situation  in  the  Bien  Hoa  province,  but  is  applicable  to  %11  refugee 
areas  in  Vietnam.  Immediately  east  of  Bien  Hoa  proper  is  the  Ho  Mai  refugee 
camp.  The  population  is  in  excess  of  80,000  and  refugees  are  arriving  at 

the  rate  of  250  per  day.  The  government  has  helped  these  people  build  shelters 
and  establish  communities  but  the  economic  development  has  not  kept  pace  with 
the  expanding  communities.  Consequently  the  communities  ate  in  name  only  and 
do  not  represent  communities  as  we  know  them,  with  school*!,  water  systems, 
sewage  systems,  roads. and  industries. 

5.  DEVEIDRioNT:  a.  The  Battalion  has  conducted  civic  actions  in  the 
past  but  not  of  a  magnitude  cormnensurate  with  its  resources.  In  our  expansion 
effort  the  focus  will  be  on  improving  our  community  relations  on  an  individual 
daily  basis,  increasing  the  support  that  is  currently  being  provided  to  local 
orphanages  and  expanding  our  civic  actions  pro  gram,  to  include  common  projects, 
and  MEDCAP  activities  in  the  local  communities . 

b.  Community  Relations:  Our  greatest  strength  lies  in  the  individ¬ 
ual  soldier.  Each  member  of  the  battalion  must  act  as  an  ambassador  of  good 
will.  One  act  of  misconduct  or  violence  can  cause  a  feeling  of  resentment 
toward  all  Americans.  One  act  of  kindness  can  foster  Vietnamese  American 
relations  and  reap  untold  rewards.  In  this  connection,  each  member  of  the 
Battalion  must  be  oriented  toward  his  responsibility  in  dealing  with  the  Viet¬ 
namese  Nationals. 

c.  Orphange  Support:  Prom  time  to  time  each  unit  has  had  sole  or 
joint  sponsorship  of  an  orphange.  Relocation  of  company  size  units  has 
cause  continuity  problems,  however,  orphanage  support  has  been  one  of  the 
major  projects  in  the  past.  Now  that  the  Battalion  and  subordinate  units 

are  in  a  static  position,  or  as  static  as  the  fluid  tactical  Situation  allows, 
definitive  arrangements  should  be  made,  where  practicable,  for  each  company 
to  support  an  orphanage  located  a  reasonable  distance  from  its  geographic 


location.  There  are  unlimited  opportunities  to  distribute  food  stuffs, 
clothing,  and  other  luxury  items  either  donated  by  members  of  the  Battalion 
or  supporters  from  the  United  States.  However,  this  association  with 
orphanages  is  not  coordinated  through  the  GVN  and  even  though  it  does  improve 
the  image  of  the  United  States  military  it  does  not  accomplish  the  ultimate 
objective  of  winning  the  populace  to  the  Vietnamese  Government.  For  this 
reason  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Battalion's  greatest  effort  will  be  in  the 
area  of  common  projects. 

d.  Common  Projects:  Common  projects  will  be  accomplished  by  units 
of  the  Battalion  in  their  respective  local  areas  in  conjunction  with  Vietnamese 
Nationals.  For  this  reason  the  program  of  conmunity  support  through  common 
projects  will  be  discussed  separately  by  areas. 

(1)  Bien  Hoa:  145th  Avn  Bn  Hq  and  Hq  Det 
118th  Avn  Co 
197th  Avn  Co 
A/501st  Avn  Bn 

(a)  Coordination  was  made  with  the  Province  Chief  through 
his  American  counterpart  to  ascertain  the  greatest  needs  in  the  Bien  Hoa  pro¬ 
vince.  The  Province  Chief  evaluated  the  needs,  our  resources  and  location 
and  suggested  that  the  Battalion  work  in  the  Due  Tu  subsector  which  contains 
the  Ho  Nai  refugee  area  and  separate  refugee  camps.  Major  Rastmussen,  Due 

Tu  Subsection  advisor,  in  conjunction  with  his  counterpart,  the  Subsector 
Chief,  chose  the  Xu  Bui  Vinh  parish  for  the  Battalion  to  sponsor.  Since  many 
units  work  in  the  Due  Tu  subsector,  the  advantages  of  a  specific  unit  work-* 
ing  in  a  specific  hamlet  or  parish  were  pointed  out.  Also  the  parish  is 
reasonably  accessible  as  shown  by  sketch,  inclosure  1.  Another  obvious  ad¬ 
vantage  of  working  on  a  long  term  basis  with  one  specific  parish  is  that 
rapport  is  immediately  established  and  as  the  relationship  improves  with  the 
passage  of  time,  continuity  adds  a  feeling  of  mutual  respect  and  trust. 

(b)  Father  Doan  Kin  Thanh  is  the  parish  chief.  The  parish 
has  approximately  7000  inhabitants  with  more  arriving  each  day.  The  people 
are  from  various  ethical  and  religious  back-grounds  with  approximately  3000 
Catholic  and  4000  Protestant,  Buddist  and  other  occidental  and  oriental  re¬ 
ligions.  This  refugee  center  has  been  established  since  the  early  50’s  and 
has  made  a  great  effort  to  improve  its  standards  of  living.  An  example  of 
their  desire  to  improve  is  the  school  which  they  are  building  at  present. 
Through  their  «m  resources  they  are  making  the  cement  blocks  to  build  a  5 
room  school.  It  goes  without  saying  that  they  could  use  and  would  appreciate 
help  in  this  project. 

(c)  Paper  work  has  been  submitted  to  field  a  KEDCAF  JJ  team 
in  the  parish.  The  battalion  teem  of  two  medical  aid  men  will  treat  on 
regular  visitations,  starting  with  one  per  weeki  In  conjunction  with  this 
MEDCAP  II  progrsm  a  milk  distribution  will  be  initiated.  The  dry  milk  will 

bo  obtained  through  USAID  end  given  to  the  children  for  health  purposes.  The 
milk  program  will  be  rotated  among  the  subordinate  units  in  Bien  Hoa  to  sup¬ 
ply  transportation,  personnel  end  containers. 


(d)  There  is  no  limit  to  the  projects  that  can  be  accomplished 
in  the  parish.  Pather  Thanh  has  been  told  that  we  want  to  help  in  all  civic 
areas  such  as,  construction,  health  and  sanitation,  transportation,  education 
and  training,  community  relations,  etc.  etc. 

At  present  thore  is  a  need  for  the  construction  of  three  (3)  wells  strate¬ 
gically  placed  in  the  parish.  This  construction  will  be  self  help  common 
projects. 


(e)  In  the  area  of  education  there  is  much  work  to  be  done. 
Approximately  seven  hundred  (700)  children  go  to  school  in  class  rooms  de¬ 
signed  for  three  hundred  (300).  They  do  not  have  adequate  desk  facilities 
or  school  supplies.  Also  many  children  cannot  go  to  school  because  their 
parents  cannot  afford  to  send  them.  Host  of  these  children's  parents  are 
widows  or  newly  arrived  refugees.  It  costs  thirty  (30)  piasters  p~r  month 
per  child.  Father  Thanh  provides  money  to  allow  some  of  these  children  to 
attend,  but  his  resources  cannot  take  care  of  them  all. 

(f)  Father  Thanh  lias  many  old  people  and  blind  people  who 
are  incapable  of  taking  care' of  themselves.  At  present  they  do  not  receive 
any  support  from  the  Social  Welfare  Agency  of  the  GVN.  The  ultimate  plan 

is  to  provide  assistance  through  a  fom  of  social  security.  In  the  meantime 
they  need  food,  clothing  and  help  in  improving  their  living  quarters.  Father 
Thanh  will  make  his  wishes  known  through;  the  S-5  and  the  S-5  will  solicit 
help  from  the  units.  In  addition,  company  commanders  and  company  civil  af¬ 
fairs  officers  should  coordinate  directly  concerning  any  project  that  the 
company  would  like  to  undertake  maintaining  company  integrity.  Each  man  in 
the  Battalion  should  feel  free  to  visit  the  parish,  talk  to  Father  Thanh  and 
offer  assistance.  Once  the  men  actually  observe  the  poverty,  they  immediate¬ 
ly  become  interested  in  helping,  in  the  American  tradition.  This  has  prompted 
many  letters  to  charitable  organizations,  social  groups  and  individuals  in 
the  United  States  reruesting  drives  to  obtain  vitally  needed  items  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  cleaning  products  to  be  distributed  to  the  needy.  Contact  will  be 
made  with  local  ARVN  units  to  enlist  their  support  in  common  projects.  In 
the  past  the  most  successful  projects  have  been  coraaon  projects  utilizing 
common  labor  from  ARVN  units  and  US  military  technical  advise  and  assistance. 

(g)  It  must  bo  remembered  that  all  our  projects  in  the  parish 
will  be  conmon  projects  with  the  sanction  of  the  Parish  Leader,  Father  Thanh. 
Our  accomplishments  in  developing  their  economic  and  social  status  will  foster 
the  relationship  botwoon  the  people  and  the  GVN.  Father  Thanh  is  the  govern¬ 
ment  representative  and  hopefully  will  be  able  to  care  for  his  people  as  the 
Government  becomes  stronger  and  expands  its  role, 

(2)  Vung  Tau:  68th  Avn  Co 

(a)  Since  the  arrival  of  the  68th  Aviation  Company  in  Vung 
Tau,  coordination  has  been  made  with  the  Vung  Tau  advisor's  office  seeking 
suitable  civic  action  projects.  A  list  of  proposed  projects  was  submitted 
for  approval  but  due  to  administrative  delays  it  was  not  provided  to  the 
US  units  until  recently.  This  prompted  the  68th  Avn  Co  to  seek  a  hamlet  or 


village  outside  the  Vung  Tau  sub-sector  to  sponsor.  Through  visits  and 
coordination  with  the  Vung  Tau  subsector  advisor  it  was  decided  to  sponsor 
Can  Glo.  (Located  as  shown  sketch,  inclosure  2). 

(b)  Can  CKo  is  highly  suited  for  sponsorship  since  the  only 
American  influence,  at  present,  is  a  seven  (7)  man  US  advisory  team.  By  vir¬ 
tue  of  its  geographic  location  and  Viet  Cong  iniluence  in  the  surrounding 
area,  US  units  have  not  been  able  to  provide  any  support  to  this  ranote 
village.  Travel  to  and  from  Can  Gio  must  be  by  air.  Can  do  has  a  population 
of  3000  people  conprised  of  refugees  and  fisherman.  Plans  include  the  in¬ 
tegration  of  three  (3)  nearby  villages  into  the  civic  action  program  there¬ 
by  increasing  the  US  area  of  influence.  The  total  population  affected  would 
then  be  6000 . 


(c)  Coordination  with  the  US  sector  advisor  and  counterpart 
revealed  a  desire  to  receive  help  in  the  following  areas: 

1.  MEDCAP  II  visitation  on  a  scheduled  basis 

2.  English  classes  to  be  held  twice  weekly 

3.  Training  and  technical  assistance  in  carpentry, 
brick  laying,  building,  etc. 

4.  Transportation  of  materials  from  Saigon  that  are 
provided  under  the  Self  Help  Program. 

(d)  In  addition  to  these  projects,  a  vigorous  campaign  to 
improved  health  and  sanitation  will  be  initiated.  This  will  include  sani¬ 
tation  and  health  education,  and  projects  to  eradicate  filth  and  disease. 

(e)  Various  members  of  the  unit  have  initiated  home  town 
drives  by  civic,  religious  and  social  groups  which  will  produce  food  stuff, 
clothing  and  cleaning  products  to  be  donated  through  the  village  officials 
to  the  people. 

(3)  Phu  Loi:  74th  Avn  Co 

(a)  In  the  Phu  Loi  area  liaison  has  been  established  with 
the  civic  actions  coordinator,  Captain  Tokushige  who  is  in  charge  of  all 
projects  conducted  in  the  subsector.  Many  units  are  working  in  the  civil 
affairs  field,  however  he  indicated  he  has  imnediate  needs  which  the  74th 
Aviation  Company  can  fill. 

(b)  Civic  Actions  will  bo  undertaken  based  upon  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  personnel  and  materials  in  the  following  areas: 

£  Education:  Two  volunteers  are  needed  to  conduct 
English  classes  in  Phu  Cuong  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursday  for  two  hours  each 
night. 

g  Comnunity  Relations:  Two  volunteers  with  former 
Boy  Scout  experience  are  needed  to  organise  a  scout  troop  in  the  local 


/Sc 


community  and  to  train  Vietnamese  boys  in  Scout  handicrafts  and  skills. 

2  Construction:  a.  Three  volunteers  are  needed 
to  aid  in  constructing  better  quarters,  improving  sanitation  and  aiding 
in  transportation  of  supplies  and  materials  for  a  pl4toon  of  Popular  Forces 
near  Phu  Loi. 


b.  Considerable  help  is  needed  in  an  ambitious 
project  to  construct  a  one-hundred  (100)  family  refugee  center  within  the 
perimeter  of  Phu  Loi  air  field.  At  least  3  or  4  men  are  needed  to  supervise 
and  assist  in  construction  of  quarters,  sanitation  facilities,  water  supply 
and  limiting.  The  land  has  been  acquired  and  materials  will  be  produced 
locally  with  the  program  being  largely  self-help.  Some  financial  aid  will 
be  required  but  will  be  minimal.  It  was  stressed  by  the  area  coordinator 
that  the  most  pressing  need  is  for  personnel  to  volunteer  thier  time. 

c.  In  addition  to  the  above  listed  projects,  Capt 
Tokushige  stated  that  there  are  numerous  other  civic  action  projects  taking 
place  in  the  local  area.  Supplies  and  materials  are  not  a  problem,  j?ut 
American  ingenuity  and  drive  are  needed.  Captain  Tokushige  has  arranged 
appointments  with  the  subsector  advisor  and  various  ARVN  commanders  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  74th  Civil  Affairs  Officer  to  establish  direct  liaison  in  expanding 
the  unit's  civic  action  activities, 

6.  The  main  objectives  of  Civic  Actions  are  to  gain  and  maintain  the 
support  of  the  people  for  the  Government  of  Vietnam  (GVN)  and  to  improve  the 
living  conditions  of  the  people.  The  Battalion's  expansion  program  to  include 
improving  community  relations,  increasing  orphanage  support  and  undertaking 
common  civic  action  projects  will  contribute  to  the  ultimate  goal  of  economic 
and  social  development  of  Vietnam.  We  are  only  limited  by  our  imagination, 
ingenuity  and  generosity  to  provide  support  through  a  myriad  of  civic  action 
projects. 

FOR  THE  GOtmNDER: 
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Hqs,  I45th  Avn  Bn 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 

STANDING  OPERATING  PROCEDURE 
NO.  6 


AIRM03IIE  OPERATIONS 


GENERAL 

a.  References: 

(1) 

FM  1-5 

(2) 

FM  1-60 

(3) 

FM  57-35 

(4) 

FM  101-5 

b.  Purpose.  This  SOP  standardizes  all  145th  Aviation  Battalion  units 
operational  procedures  and  expedites  planning,  facilitates  control,  and 
insures  timely,  professional  execution  of  airmobile  operations. 

c .  Definitions : 

(1)  Air  Mission  Commander;  The  Aviation  Unit  Commander  or  his 
designated  representative  will  be  the  air  mission  commander  and  will 
exercise  conmand  over  the  helicopter  support  portion  of  the  operation. 

(2)  Chalk  Number:  A  single  aircraft  or  aircraft  load  within 
a  flight  element. 

(3)  Eagle  Flight  (Annex  L)«  helibome  infantry  troops  either 
On  air  alert  over  predesignated  area  or  on  immediate  ground  alert  to 

/perform  immediate  search  and  destroy  operations,  or  otherwise  provide  the 
ground  commander  with  a  highly  mobile  and  responsive  strike  force. 

(4)  Extraction  lone:  A  landing  site  jointly  agreed  upon  by  the 
ground  commander  and  aviation  commander  where  troops  will  be  loaded 
aboard  aircraft. 

f 

(5)  Flight:  Two  or  more  elements  with  a  common  mission  under 
the  control  of  a  single  commander,  usually  one  company  size  unit. 

(6)  Flight  Element:  Two  or  more  aircraft  under  the  control  of 
a  single  commander. 

(7)  Forming  Turn:  A  turn  executed  after  takeoff  to  permit 
aircraft  or  elements  to  join  in  formation  or  gain  separation. 

(8)  Landing  Zone  (LZ):  An  area  Jointly  selected  and  approved 
by  the  ground  commander  and  aviation  commander  where  troops  will  be 
landed. 

(9)  LIT  One  movement  of  loaded  troops  by  a  complete  flight 
from  one  type  of  zone  to  another. 
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(10)  Pick-Up  Zone:  A  landing  site,  jointly  agreed  upon  by  the 
ground  commander  a  nd  aviation  commander,  where  troops  will  be  loaded 
aboard  aircraft  for  purpose  of  entry  into  an  operation. 

(11)  Rapid  Reaction:  Emergency  comitnient  of  standby  armed  fire 
teams,  troop  carriers  or  other  aircraft.  Standby  aircraft  are  to  be 
off  the  ground  within  five  minutes,  enroute  to  the  assigned  area.  Also 
used  in  conjunction  with  the  emergency  recall  of  battalion  aircraft 

for  employment  in  support  of  tactical  emergencies. 

(12)  Stagef ield :  A  pre-dietermined  area,  usually  an  airfield 
or  heliport,  where  aircraft  assemble  prior  to  commitment  on  an  airmobile 
operation.  A  stagefield  will  normally  have  refueling  and  rearming 
facilities,  a  stagefield  control  party  and  command  post  operating 
facilities. 

(13)  Vector  Aircraft:  A  fixed  or  rotary  wing  aircraft  used  to 
guide  helicopter  formations  to  landing  zones,  mark  landing  zones,  perform 
radio  relay  and  give  weather  advisories. 

(14)  Sortie :  One  sortie  is  one  aircraft  making  one  take  off 
and  one  landing  for  the  purpose  of  loading  personnel,  ordnance,  or  fuel; 
however,  armed  helicopters  escorting  troop  carrying  helicopters  will  log 
a  sortie  in  the  fending  zone  on  combat  assault  operations  whether 

or  not  they  actually  land, 

(15)  Task:  A  single  definite  accompl;  snt  by  one  aircraft  ie., 
one  helicopter  delivering  cargo  to  four  locations.  In  this  case 

the  aircraft  would  report  four  sorties  and  one  task  upon  termination 
of  its  mission. 

(16)  Mission:  The  dispatching  of  one  or  more  aircraft  for  the 
accomplishment  of  a  specific  task  or  tasks. 

d.  Types  of  Missions: 

(1)  Pre-planned  Airmobile  Assault: 

Lift  of  troops  into  an  insecure  12,  Enemy  resistance  is 
expected  during  the  approach,  landing,  or  departure.  Normally,  empty 
troop  carriers  and  unnecessary  personnel  will  not  be  committed  into  an 
objective  area. 

(2)  Troop  Repositionin'1: :  Lift  of  troops  from  a  secure  loading 
zone  to  an  LZ  that  is  relatively  secure . 

(3)  Troop  Extraction:  Lift  of  troops  from  an  operational 
area  (LZ)  to  a  secure  staging  area  or  landing  cone.  12  secured  fay  lifted 
unit.  Enemy  resistance  may  be  expected  on  last  lift. 

(4)  RepAtltioue  Assaults:  Lift  of  a  number  of  self-contained 
flighting  elenem-a  over  a  large  a  rea  of  operations  in  a  short  period 

of  tic*,  with  a  minimum  debilitation  of  infantry  elements. 

IS? 


(5)  Tactical  Emergency  Recall  and  Commitment  of  Aircraft: 

(a)  In  the  event  a  tactical  emergency  occurs  within  the 
III  Corps  Tactical  Lone,  necessary  aircraft  will  be  recalled  from 
assigned  missions  in  order  to  provide  required  airmobile  support  as 
directed  by  the  supported  unit.  Aircraft  to  be  used  during  tactical 
emergencies  will  be  designated  daily  by  the  Battalion  Operation  Center 
when  daily  missions  are  assigned  to  units. 

(b)  All  available  communications  channels  will  be  used 
for  emergency  recall  of  aircraft ’  based  on  the  following  priority:- 

1.  Ill  Corps  TOC  and  II  FFV  channels  to  ground  units. 

2.  Capital  Center  flight  following  facility. 

2*  Battalion  Command  UHF  and  FM  radio  nets. 

4.  Company  Command  UHF  and  FM  radio  nets. 

2*  Other 

(c)  Aircraft  being  recalled  will  be  designated  by  tail  or 
chalk  number.  Text  of  laessage  will  be: 

"(Unit  Aircraft  Call  Sign)",  Assemble  SNAKEPIT  (or  other 
designated  Location),  HIGH  VOLTAGE". 

HIGH  VOLT  GE  will  indicate  that  an  emergency  exists  in  the  III  ARVIi  Corps 
Tactical  5one.  Designated  aircraft  will  terminate  assigned  mission  as 
rapidly  as  possible  and  proceed  with  maximum  speed  to  the  assigned  area, 
refuel,  arm,  and  line  up  company  element  as  follows: 


UNIT 

A/501st  Avn  Bn  (AKL) 

(attached  units) 

56th  Trans  and  57  Med 

118th  Avn  Co  (AML) 

68th  Avn  Co  (AML) 

197th  Avn  Co  (Armed) 

74th  Avn  Co  (ASL) 


ROW 

1 

2 

3 

4 

PSP  Area 

On  station  6000’  !EL 


The  Battalion  Operations  Center  will  notify  company  operations  for  battalion 
units,  56th  Transportation  Company,  and  57th  Jiedical  Detachment  for  the 
attachment  of  maintenance  recovery  and  medical  evacuation  aircraft. 

Units  will  assemble  organic  maintenance  aircraft  as  part  of  their  tesk\ 
organization. 
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(d) ..  Flight  oomatndera  will  remain  at  designated  staging 
area  or  proceed  on  order  to  forward  CP  for  receipt  of  the  combat  order* 
Assistant  flight  leaders  will  ready  flight  elements  for  immediate  departure 
from  staging  area  and  rendezvous  on  order  at  assigned  check  point  for 
further  instructions  and  employment .  The  1st  Infantry  Division  Artillery 
Grid  System  will  be  used  to  designate  rendezvous  points  and  detailed  areas 
of  interest.  Final  vectoring  and  marking  of  LZ's  will  be  directed  and 
controlled  from  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter. 

(e)  All  aircraft  will  monitor  Battalion  Command  or  Capital 
Center  UKF  radio  frequency  at  all  practicable  times  in  order  to  comply 
rapidly  with  emergency  recall  instructions. 

(f)  Battalion  support  elements  will  proceed  to  the  staging 
area  or  alternate  Command  Post  as  announced. 

2,  MISSION  ASSIGNMENT 

a.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  is  assigned  to  12th  Aviation  Group. 

The  Battalion  has  been  directed  by  12th  Aviation  Group  to  render  direct 
combat  aviation  support  to  III  ARVN  Corps  and  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade 
or  to  reinforce  other  aviation  units  as  directed, 

b.  Missions  will  normally  be  assigned  to  the  battalion  by  the 

12th  Aviation  Group,  Array  Aviation  Element,  II  Field  Forces  Victor  through 
the  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  Battalion  Operation  Center. 

c.  For  missions  involving  fifteen  troop  carriers  or  less,  this 
headquarters  will  assign  the  mission  to  a  company  commander.  Signal, 
logistical,  and  pathfinder  support  will  be  provided  by  this  headquarters 
as  required. 

d.  For  missions  involving  sixteen  or  more  troop  carriers,  this 
headquarters  will  plan,  coordinate,  and  control  the  operation  as  a 
battalion  effort. 

3.  MISSION  PLANTING 


a.  Preliminary  liaison  will  bo  effected  by  this  headquarters. 

Additional  follow  up  planning  will  be  accomplished  by  tho  subordinate  unit 
to  which  the  mission  is  assigned  if  the  mission  is  determined  to  be  less 
than  battalion  size. 

b.  Liaison  officers  v/ill  use  the  Liaison  Officers  Checklist  ( Annex  B) 
in  the  preliminary  planning  stages  to  facilitate  complete  coordination 
with  ground  and  air  units. 

c.  A  visual  reconnaissance  of  the  LZ's  to  be  used  will  be  conducted 
jointly  by  the  army  aviation  and  ground  units  concerned  immediately  following 
preliminary  coordination  to  facilitate  finalizing  ground  and  air  movement 
plans  as  early  as  possible.  Aerial  photos  will  be  requested  for  all  landlx*- 


d.  This  headquarters  will  prepare  an  operation  order  and  briefing 
for  all  missions  to  be  controlled  by  battalion.  Subordinate  units  will 
prepare  detailed  operational  briefings  for  their  participating  personnel. 

e»  Logistical,  maintenance,  pathfinder  support,  planning,  and 
preparation  will  be  accomplished  by  this  headquarters, 

4.  MISSION  EXECUTION  • 

a.  Staging  Areas  This  headquarters  will  establish  and  control  ail 
stagefields  as  outlined  in  Annex  H. 

b.  Air  Movement  Phase: 

(1)  In  company  size  operations  the  mission  commander  will 
normally  be  the  company  commander.  He  will  be  in  command  of  the  aviation 
elements  employed  in  the  airmobile  operations.  Battalion  S-2  and  S-3 
personnel  will  be  available  to  assist  in  coordination  and  control  a3 
sregaiied  and  directed  by  the  mission  commander.  Formations,  altitudes 
routes,  employment  of  pre-strike,  suppressive  fire,  and  vector  control 
aircraft  will  be  determined  by  the  mission  commander  in  coordination 
with  the  ground  commander,  E!ach  airmobile  light  company  committed 
outside  of  the  III  ARVN  Corps  Tactical  Zone  will  have  one  Ol-F  aircraft 
attached. 


(2)  In  battalion  3ize  operations  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Commander  will  normally  be  the  mission  commander.  He  will  designate  a 
lead  or  base  element ,  establish  responsibility  for  navigational  control, 
and  designate  battalion  formations.  Unless  otherwise  specified,  companies 
will  fly  in  a  formation  of  V's  of  three,  in  trail  with  organic  armed 
escort.  Normally  a  one  minute  interval  between  companies  will  be  used. 
Within  the  limits  of  control  necessary  to  insure  a  coordinated  battalion 
effort,  companies  will  be  given  mission  type  orders  and  employed,  as 
elements  retaining  tactical  unit  integrity, 

c.  Air  Landed  Phase: 

(1)  Prior  to  landing  in  the  12,  artillery  and/or  tactical  air  will 
be  employed  to  neutralize  enemy  forces  in  landing  zone  area,  This  prepa¬ 
ration  will  terminate  5  minutes  prior  to  landing  of  initial  troop  units. 
(Anne*  P). 

(2)  As  the  artillery  and  tactical  air  preparation  ceases,  armed 
helicopters  will  initiate  visual  reconnaissance  of  the  LZ,  deliver 
suppressive  fires  as  needed,  and  mark  the  LZ  to  insure  minimum  ground 
fire  by  enemy  forces  during  landing  of  $he  troop  elements.  The  armed 
helicopter  leader  reconnoitering  and  marking  the  LZ  will  report  enemy 
information,  LZ  condition,  recommended  approach  and  departure  procedures 
and  suppressive  fire  information  to  the  air  mission  commander. 

(3)  As  the  lead  elements  of  the  troop  carriers  approach  the  LZ, 
armed  helicopters  engaged  in  the  reconnaissance  will  shift  to  areas  away 
from  the  LZ. 


Armed  escort  helicopters  will  assume  the  suppressive  fire  role  while  the 
troop  carriers  are  landing,  unloading  and  departing  the  LZ.  Lead 
aircraft  of  each  flight  element  will  drop  two  smoke  grenades  to  mark  the 
LZ  upon  their  departure  unless  directed  otherwise. 

(4)  The  mission  commander  will  insure  that,  whenever  possible, 
all  troop  elements  land  and  depart  in  formation  to  decrease  exposure  to 
hostile  fire  and  facilitate  the  suppressive  fire  mission  of  the  escort 
aircraft.  The  standard  to  be  achieved  is  simultaneous  touchdown  and 
takeoff  of  all  aircraft,  with  maximum  of  10  seconds  on  the  ground. 

(5)  Upon  return  to  the  staging  area  between  lifts,  units  will  send 
a  designated  representative  to  the  Battalion  Forward  CP  to  report 
personnel  and  equipment  status,  energy  activity,  and  receive  additional 
coordinating  instructions. 

(6)  The  Battalion  Command  and  Control  (C&C)  helicopter  will  normally 
carry  the  airmobile  force  commander,  air  liaison  officer,  and  an 
artillery  representative  in  order  to  control,  adjust,  and  coordinate  the 
operation  as  a  self  contained  and  complete  airborne  command  post. 

The  C&C  helicopter  will  be  flown  by  the  Aviation  Battalion  Commander 
and  the  Battalion  S-3  or  designated  representatives.  Company  operations 
officers  will  report  to  C&C  aircraft  when  elements  are  on  the  ground  at 
staging  areas  and  intermediate  landing  zones. 

5.  REPORTS 

a.  All  flight  element  leaders  will  report  departure  from  stage- 
fields,  arrival  at  assigned  aircraft  control  points  (ACP)  inbound  to  the 
objective  area,  enemy  fire  information,  and  any  change  in  flight 
element  status, 

b.  All  aircraft  commanders  are  responsible  for  prompt,  accurate 
completion  of  after  action  reports. 
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ANNEX  At  ( Intelligence)  -fc0  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOB  for  Airmobile 
Operations . 

1.  GENERAL 

The  Intelligence  Section  is  responsible  to  the  Air  Mission  Commander 
for  all  matters  pertaining  to  weather,  terrain  and  the  enemy  situation. 

2.  MISSION  PREPARATION 

a.  Coordination.  As  soon  as  possible  after  receipt  of  an  airmobile 
mission  a  representative  of  the  Intelligence  Section,  with  a  representative 
from  Operations,  will  coordinate  directly  with  the  supported  unit.  At  the 
initial  coordination  the  Intelligence  representative  should  familiarize 
himself  with  the  general  ground  tactical  plan,  area  of  operations,  date  of 
operation,  and  locations  of  the  proposed  LZa.  From  the  supported  Intelli¬ 
gence  Section  he  should  ascertain  all  the  information  he  can  concerning 
enemy  operations  in  the  area,  recent  weather  and  the  nature  of  the  terrain. 
Current  HIT  SUMS,  PERINTREPS ,  Intelligence  Estimates  and  btudy  tif  tho  enemy 
situation  map  of  the  supported  unit  all  contribute  to  gaining  information. 

b.  Reconnaissance.  After  initial  coordination  a  reconnaissance  of 
the  area  of  operations  ia  conducted  to  seleot  the  LZs.  Recommendations  are 
made  to  the  Airmobile  Ibrae  Commander  for  the  location  of  the  LZ  based  on 
the  terrain,  weather  forecast,  and  enemy  situation. 

c.  Aerial  Photographs.  As  early  as  possible  during  mission  planning 
requests  will  be  made  for  aerial  photographs  of  the  Landing  Zones. 

d.  Weather  Briefing.  Coordination  will  be  made  with  the  NS  Air.  Force 
Weather  Detachment  to  obtain  forecast  weather  information  for  the  area  of 
operation.  Particular  emphasis  should  be  plaoed  on  information  concerning 
restrictions  to  visibility,  oeiling  if  there  is  one,  maximum  density  alti¬ 
tude  and  wind  direction  .and  velocity. 

e.  Enemy  Information.  All  sources  available  should  be  researched  to 
gain  information  of  the  enemy.  As  a  minimum  the  following  should  be  reviewed 

11)  INTSUM3 

2)  PERIKTREPS 

3)  Hit  report  map 

4)  Information  from  supported  units 

5)  Order  of  Battle 

6)  Other  aouroes 

3.  BRIEFING 

Prior  to  every  operation  a  minimum  of  an  oral  briefing  will  bo  conuuotod 
with  key  personnel  to  disseminate  all  information  listed  in  paragraph  2  above 


The  terrain  will  be  discussed*  especially  in  the  area  of  the  LZs,  to  include 
size,  obstacles  and  condition  of  the  ground.  The  weather  forecast  will  in¬ 
clude  aa  a  minimum  those  items  listed  in  paragraph  2d.  The  information  of 
the  enemy  will  emphasize  automatic  weapons  positions,  anti-aircraft  weapons 
positions,  and  previous  reports  of  ground  to  air  fire.  Time  permitting,  a 
written  Intelligence  Annex  will  be  prepared. 

4.  MISSION  EXECUTION 

During  the  conduct  of  an  airmobile  operation  the  Intelligence  Section 
will  maintain  an  enemy  situation  map.  Monitoring  of  the  operation  will  be 
continuous  to  gain  enemy  information.  Based  on  reported  information  (Spot 
Reports)  of  the  enemy  personnel,  positions,  structures,  transportation 
routes  and  facilities  the  Intelligence  Section  will  be  prepared  to  recommend 
to  the  Air  Mission  Commander  changes  in  flight  altitude,  routes  and  Landing 
Zone  locations. 

5.  DEBRIEFING 

Upon  completion  of  an  airmobile  operation  all  information  of  the  enomy 
should  be  sont  to  the  Intelligence  Section  as  expeditiously  as  possible  for 
processing  and  dissemination,  Airoraft  fired  at  or  hit  by  enemy  fire  will 
report! 

a.  Location  (six  digit  coordinates) 

b.  Type  and  number  of  weapons 

0.  Intensity  and  accuracy 

d.  Speed,  altitude,  direction  of  flight  of  aircraft 

e.  Damage  to  airoraft  and  orew  injuries 

f.  Action  taken 
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ANNEX  B  (Army  Aviation  Liaison  Off icara  Checklist)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations. 

1*-  Name  of  operation  and  duration: 

2.  Units  to  be  lifted! 

3.  No  of  troops  to  be  lifted  per  unit! 

4.  No  of  lifts? 

5i  Stagefield  or  Loading  Zone  (Secure)! 

6.  LZ  Location  and  time? 

7.  Alternate  LZ*s: 

8.  Ground  Tac  Plan! 

9.  Ehemy  situation: 

10*  M  i'ssion  (s)  after  the  lift: 

a.  O-IF 

b.  UH«l*s  (Troop  Carriers) 

c.  UH-4*s  (Armed) 

d.  C&G  Helicopter 

11.  Suppressive  fire  restrictions: 

12.  Recon  restriction? 

13.  Feather  delay: 

14.  Photo  coverage: 

15.  Reserves: 

16.  Reserve  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  downed  k/C : 

17.  Artillery  support: 

a.  Fire  support  plan 

b.  Arty  location 

c.  Baergency  lifting 


18.  Naval  Fire  Support: 

a.  Type 

b.  Fire  support  plan 

c.  Bnergency  lifting 

19.  Air  Support : 

a.  Type  a/5 

b.  Ordnance  requested 

c.  Mission 


(1)  Pre-strike 

(2)  Escort 

(3)  Air  Cap 


20.  Offensive  fire: 

a.  Targets 

b.  Clearance 

c.  Supports  ground  tactical  plan 

d.  Supports  future  operations 

e.  Supports  cover  and  deception 

21.  Communication  Coordination  to  Include  (SOX  Extract) 

22.  Friendly  Troop  Identification: 


23*  Special  check  .point  system  or  codes: 

24.  Airmobile  Force  uoomander 

25.  Observer  requirements:  NO  P/U  POINT 

a,  UH-l’s  (Aimed) 

b.  0~1F _ _ _ , _ 

26.  A/C  Required: 

a.  UH-1D  (s) _ 

b.  UH-1B  (Armed) 

c.  C&C  Helicopter 

d.  0-lF«s 

e.  Dust  Qtf 

f.  Maintenance 

27.  Border  Operation  (Compliance  with  MACV  Dir  95-2  (S) 

2o,  Pathfinder  requirements: 

29.  Deception  Plan: 

30.  Medical  Evacuation  Location: 

31.  S3  Coord  with: 

CO  &  10 

S2 

S4 

BOC 

Maint 

Cocimo 
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Annex  C  (Downed  Aircraft  Procedures)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  Airmobile  Operations 

All  rescue  and  recovery  operations  involving  downed  Army  Aircraft 
in  III  ARVN  Corps  will  be  coordinated  throi^-Ba^ld^nf.^Bca^tiog  Center* 
(BOC),  145th  Aviation  Battalion.  BOC  will  schedule  daily  Emergency 
Standby  aircraft  in  support  of  III  ARVN  Corps. 

1.  BOC  will  perform  the  following  steps  upon  notification  of  a  downed 
aircraft. 

a.  Alert  Emergency  Standby  aircraft  with  fire  team. 

b.  Coordinate  with  III  Corps  Air  Support  Operations  Center  for 
strike  aircraft  to  cover  site  of  downed  aircraft,  and  ground  unit 
security  forces* 

c.  Notify  designated  organizations  of  all  known  information. 

(Appendix  1). 

d.  Coordinate,  as  necessary,  with  Search  and  Rescue. 

e.  Coordinate,  with  II  FFV  Army  Aviation  Element  (AAE),  for 
troops  to  secure  the  downed  aircraft. 

2.  The  Flight  Commander  will,  be  responsible  for  the  following  steps: 

a.  Evacuate  and  secure  the  downed  aircraft  with  his  available 
resources. 

b.  Notify  BOC,  145th  Avn  Eh  of  downed  aircraft  by  the  most 
expeditious  means  possible,  (Paris  Control,  145th  Flight  Following,  radio 
relay  thru  some  other  aircraft,  telephone  to  12th  Aviation  Group  AAE, 

or  145th  ’BOC).  Include  as  much  information  as  possible.  Any  request 
for  assistance  needed  will  be  forwarded  to  BOC  for  coordination. 

c*  Determine  the  extent  of  damage  and  what  action  is  necessary  to 
recover,  the  aircraft.  If  parent  unit  is  unable  to  locally  recover, 
request  assistance  from  145th  Avn  Eh  Maint  Officer  through  BOC, 

3.  Wien  US  personnel  cannot  be  left  in  the  area  of  downed  aircraft 
the  following  critical  items  will  be  removed. 

a.  SOI  extract  and  other  sensitive  cargo  items 

b.  Automatic  Weapons 

c.  Personal  Weapons 

d.  Communications  equipment,  to  include  survival  radios  (URC-4  or 
URC-10) 

e.  Ammunition 

f.  Other  loose  equipment 

4.  Intentional  destruction  of  downed  aircraft  will  be  considered  only 
if  capture  of  the  aircraft  with  weapons  mounted  intact  appears  imminent. 
Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  strike  aircraft  over  the  downed 
aircraft.  The  decision  to  intentionally  destroy  a  downed  aircraft 
will  be  mad%  only  by  the  Commanding  Offioer,  145th  Aviation  Battalion. 

5.  Search  and  Rescue  will  be  provided  with  the  necessary  aircraft  to 
transport  ths  SAR  and  BOD  people  within  III  ARVN  Corps, 

/USE  £NLT 
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£.  The  aircraft  crew  will  use  the  following  visual  signals  to  inform 
other  aircraft  of  their  status) 

a*  Bed  Smoke  -  In  trouble  -  need  med  evac,  rescue,  cover. 

b.  Green  Smoke  -  Mo  immediate  problem. 

c.  White  Smoke  -  Receiving  Fire-*  Thrown  in  direction  of  hostile 
fire. 

7«  any  operation  that  presents  a  high  probability  of  encountering 
hostile  ground  fire  will  have  in  the  task  organization  the  following 
elements : 

a.  Company  maintenance  aircraft  with  repair  team. 

b.  56th  Maintenance  Co  (DS)  aircraft  recovery  team. 
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Appendix  1 

Annex  C  (Downed  Aircraft  Procedures 
Checklist  to  145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for 
Airmobile  Operations) 

II  FFV__ _ 56th  Trans. 

12th  Grp  aaB _ 

3-3 _ _ 

Bn  Safety  Officer 
Company 

1.  Source  of  Info  relation 

2.  Date/Time  Received 

3.  Date/Tine  of  Incident/ Accident_ _ 

4«  Location  of  Site  (Coordinates) _ 

5.  Parent  Unit  of  Aircraft  Tvpe/SN 

6.  Missions  PCS  CS  Ca  MED  JSVAC _ TRNG  OTHER 

7.  Circumstances: 


8.  Names  of  Crew  P  CP  ___ 

CE _ _ G _ OB 

PASSaNUERS: _ 


9.  Passengers/Iroops  Aboard:  Yes _ 

No  Number 

10.  Extent  of  Inluries  P 

CP 

GE  G 

OB 

PASSEnGerS: 

11.  Casualties  ,  .  Connie  aioned 

Warrant  _ Hh _ 

12.  Status  of  Security  of  Site:  Secured  _  Not  Secure' 


13.  Status  of  Weapons,  Secured  Not  Secured, 


14.  Status  of  SOI/Radios,  Secured. 

Not  Socured  ...  .... 

15.  Damage  to  Aircraft,  None 

Minor  Major  iim  Totals 

16.  Recovery  in  Process.  Yes 

No  Reooverv  Unit 

17.  Infonaation  received  by_ _ 

Aviation  Officer 

u.  tnutii  ta b  atnaittk  m  am 

/a 


liqs,  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Bion  Hoc.,  RVN 
15  April  1966 


AK1SX  !ID"  (ADi-HilSlilATION  AND  LCC-IeTICS)  TO  145TK  AVIATION 
BATTALION  SOP  POE  ATUiOBILS  ORGIJaTIOIE 


1.  General ; 

TT10  Bc.ttc.lion  S-4  is  responsible  for  planning  and  providing  tho 
nccoosary  logistical  support  for  tho  Battalion  during  airnobilo  operations 
to  include  Class  IIIA  &  V,  nodical  and  transportation. 

2  *  Planning  of  Logistical  requirements : 

a.  Inixdiately  upon  notification  of  a  ponding  airnobilo  operation, 
the  Battalion  S-4  will  coordinate  with  tho  3-3  to  dotomine: 

(1)  P.ofuoling  location. 

(2)  Nunbor  of  aircraft  participating  in  oper^ti on. 

(3)  Flight  tine  betwoon  refueling. 

(4)  Tioo  allotted  for  refueling. 

(5)  Duration  of  operation. 

b.  Class  IIIA; 

(1)  Rofooling  operations  at  fixed  installations: 

(a)  Unit  JP/4  trailcors  -  operational  control  of  bat¬ 
talion  S-4. 

(b)  Two  500  gallon  fiber  bladders  loaded  aboard  2l-  ton 
trucks  trill  be  usod  to  supplor.iont  JP/4  tankers  cap  .bil^  as  required. 

(2)  Refueling  opexv.tions  at  field  locations: 

(a)  2-a  ton  trucks  loaded  with  500  gallon  bladders  or 
55  gallon  druxs  will  bo  used  to  refuel  curing  an  operation  conoioting  of 
2  flight  ole; .ents  or  loss. 

(b)  Rapid  refueling  uuthoJ  { portable  puups  and  500  Gal 
BL.dd .j  3 )  trill  bo  utilized  for  Battalion  sizo  operations  consisting  of  2 
or  a.oro  flight  v.  Tenants. 

0,  Class  V: 

(1)  araing  at  fixed  installation. 

(a)  Unit*  will  provido  otra  aaaunition  for  both  amod 
holicoptoro  and  troop  oarriors . 


(b)  Attached  units  will  be  provided  ammunition  resupply 
by  unit  designated  by  3-4 

(2)  Rearming  at  field  locations 

(a)  Ammunition  located  at  pro-stock  points  vri.ll  be  usod 
by  all  units  participating  in  the  airmobile  operation. 

(b)  S-4  vrill  arrange  for  vehicles  to  transport  anmuni- 
tion  'to  rear/ring  site. 

(3)  S-4  vrill  dolivor  or  mnko  arrangements  for  dolivory  of 
specific  ammunition  that  is  not  available  at  the  pro-stock  points  orior 
to  start  of  operation. 

o.  iiodical : 

(1)  Battalion  flight  surgeon  will  bo  lac  .tod  at  battalion  for¬ 
ward  command  post. 

(2)  Battalion  Surgoon  vrill  arrango  for  an  ambulance  and  mo¬ 
di  cal  aid  non  to  bo  present  at  battalion  forward  command  post  (fiocod  ins¬ 
tallation)  . 

(3)  iiodical  evacuation  plan  will  bo  determined  by  tho  bat¬ 
talion  surgoon: 

f .  Transportation : 

(1)  S-4  vrill  provide  transportation  as  roruirod. 

(2)  Units  within  tho  battalion  will  bo  directed  to  furnish 
vehicles  to  battalion  S-4  to  fulfill  transportation  rccuircncnts  of  command, 
staff  and  attached  operating  units. 

3  •  Adirinis  tration : 

a.  Crow  cliicfs  will  secure  main  rotor  blades  as  soon  as  possible 
in  order  to  oapoditc  rofueling. 

b.  Crow  chiefs  vrill  refuel  own  aircraft  at  refueling  sites. 

c.  Gunners  vrill  rearm  ovm  aircraft. 

4.  Reports: 

a.  S-4  will  initiate  para  4  of  the  after  a.ction  report  to  S-3 
upon  completion  of  tho  airmobile  operation. 

b.  Report  vrill  contain  highlights  of  tho  operation  in  tho  fol¬ 
lowing  areas: 

(1)  Supply 

(2)  te.  into nance 

(3)  I  helical 

(4)  Administration 
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ANNEX  E:  (CCMSIUNI CATIONS)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Aimobile 
Operations 

1.  PURPOSE:  This  SOP  standardizes  recurring  communications  support  pro¬ 
cedures  within  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  during  airmobile  operations 
except  when  modified  by  battalion  order. 

2.  GENERAL 

a.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Communications  SOP  for  airmobile  op¬ 
erations  is  based  on  Command  SOP's. 

b*  The  battalion  communications  SOP  contains  instructions  on  organi¬ 
zation,  equipment,  and  routine  operations  of  the  battalion  communications 
section. 

c.  These  instructions  include: 

(1)  Radio  Communications 

(2)  Yiire  Communications 

(3)  Messenger  Sendee 

(4)  Radio  Relay  Communications 

(5)  Visual  Communications 

(6)  Stagefield  Organization  and  Procedures 

3.  RADIO  CatflNI CATIONS 

a.  The  Battalion  Communications  Officer  will  supervise  the  frequency 
and  call  sign  assignments  provided  by  higher  headquarters. 

b.  Jamming  and  interference  reports  will  be  submitted  to  the  battal¬ 
ion  signal  officer  without  delay,  giving  time,  frequency,  type  of  Jamming 
(interference),  signal  strength,  readability,  and  identification  of  inter¬ 
fering  station. 

c.  The  battalion  communications  section  will  establish  FM  and  UHF 
Radio  Net  Control  Stations  at  the  battalion  roar  CP,  battalion  forward  OP, 
and  at  the  battalion  alternate  CP  during  all  combat  airmobile  operations 
and  during  battalion  directed  company  operations. 

d.  Battalion  radio  nots  will  conform  to  those  prescribed  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  signal  annex  to  the  aimobile  operations  order. 

e.  Radio  coasuni cations  on  battalion  commend  nets  diring  airmobile 
operations  will  be  limited  to  operational  reports  and  emergencies. 
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f»  Brevity  of  transmission  will  be  stressed  in  all  cases, 

g.  Brevity  codes  will  be  utilized  as  outlined  in  the  signal  annex 
and  Battalion  SOI, 

4.  'WISE  COMMUNICATIONS 

a.  The  battalion  communi  cat  ions  section  will  maintain  and  operate  a 
switchboard  at  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  rear  CP, 

b.  The  battalion  communications  section  will  maintain  and  operate  a 
switchboard  at  forward  command  post  or  staging  area  when  the  battalion 
is  in  the  field  for  extended  periods  of  time. 

c.  Wire  lines  will  normally  be  installed  to  battalion  units  during 
field  operations  and  will  be  maintained  by  the  battalion  communications 
section. 

d.  Battalion  units  will  provide  field  telephones  for  termination  of 
lines  to  the  battalion  switchboard, 

5.  MESSENGER  SERVICE 

a.  The  battalion  communications  section  will  provide  messenger  ser¬ 
vice  as  required. 

b.  Service  that  nay  be  required: 

(1)  Delivery  of  301’s. 

(2)  Pick  up  and  delivery  of  messages,  orders,  and  reports. 

c.  Frequency  of  delivery  and  pick  up  will  be  determined  by  the  bat¬ 
talion  adjutant  and  signal  officer  as  required  by  the  tactical  situation, 

6.  RADIO  RELAY  COMMUNICATIONS 

a.  Radio  relay  communications  on  battalion  command  nets  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  during  airmobile  operations  by  01 -F  aircraft  of  the  74th  Aviation 
Company, 

b.  High  frequency  (3SB)  ground  relay  stations  will  be  maintained  at 
the  battalion  rear  and  battalion  forward  CP's, 

7.  VISUAL  CGUIUNICATICMS 

a.  Battalion  subordinate  units  aircraft  will  be  distinctively  mark¬ 
ed  for  ease  of  identification  during  airmobile  operations  as  follows: 


UNIT 

HARKING 

(D 

66th  Aviation  Company 

Dayglo  and  Red 

(2) 

11 6th  Aviation  Company 

Dayglo  and  Green 

£2  fi  Ulllillk  U££  2SiI 
TW  /> 


(3)  1 97th  Aviation  Company  Dayglo  and  White 

(4)  A/ 501 st  Aviation  Company  Dayglo  and  Blue 

b»  Smoke  will  be  employed  during  operations  by  color  as  indicated: 


COLOR 

ACTION  or  INDICATION 

(1) 

Yellow 

Marks  LZ 

(2) 

Red 

Emergency,  downed  aircraft,  need  medical  evac¬ 
uation 

(3) 

White 

Marks  enemy  or  energy  fire 

(4) 

Green 

No  immediate  problem 

8.  STAGE  FIELD  ORGANIZATION  AND  PKGCSDLKES 

a.  Communications  equipment  utilized  during  staging  operations  varies 
with  the  distance  of  the  objective  area  from  the  stage  field,  the  access¬ 
ibility  of  the  staging  area  to  vehicles,  and  the  availability  of  transpor¬ 
tation  for  movement  of  c ommunicat ions  equipment  to  isolated  stage  fields. 
The  fallowing  equipment  is  needed  for  normal  operations: 

(1 )  m  Radio  -  1  AN/PRC-25  or  AN/GRC-125 

(2)  UKF  Radio  -  1  VRC-24 

(3)  1  -  RC  292  +  Mast  with  Mounted  UHF  Antenna 

(A)  1  -  Field  Table 

(5)  2  -  Chairs  (folding) 

(6)  Pathfinder  FM  Control  Radios,  2  -  AN/PRC-25'3  w/batteries 

(7)  1.5  kwDC  Generator 

(8)  1  -  Shop  Van  or  1  -  Tent  (fly) 

b.  Coii_uni cations  equipment  required  at  the  forward  command  post: 

(1)  FM  Radio  -  2  AN/PRC-25'a  wActteries 

(2)  UHF  Radio  -  1  7RC-24 

(3)  1.5  kw  DC  Generator 

c.  Personnel  required  for  stagofield  control 

(1)  3  Radio  Operators 

(2)  1  Operations  NCO  or  Communications  Sergeant 
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(3)  2  Virenen  (on  extended  operations) 

(4)  3  Switchboard  Operators  (on  extended  operations) 

(5)  2  Radio  Operators  -  will  be  required  at  advance  CP 

d.  The  signal  officer  vd.ll  have  available  additional  operations 
codes,  authentication  tables,  and  SOI  extracts,  .and  will  be  thoroughly 
familiar  with  their  use, 

e.  Staging  area  coonami cations  equipment  will  be  set  up  and  checked 
early  enough  to  allcw  replacement  or  repair  of  equipment  before  the  op¬ 
erations  begins. 

f.  The  signal  officer  will  normally  be  located  at  the  furward  CP 
during  airmobile  operations. 

9.  SIGNAL  SECURITY 

a.  Transmission  security  will  be  monitored  and  controlled  by  the 

NCS. 

b.  All  classified  documents  will  be  secured  in  an  authorized  con¬ 
tainer  when  not  in  use. 

c.  All  SOI's  carried  on  aircraft  will  be  secured  on  the  person  of 
the  aviator  to  prevent  inadvertent  loss  in  flight. 

d.  The  comprutase  of  any  codes  or  SOI's  will  be  reported  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  battalion  S-2. 

e.  Documents  may  be  destroyed  to  prevent  capture.  A  report  will  be 
suteoitted  to  the  battalion  signal  officer  giving  time,  place,  and  method 
of  destruction. 

f.  Classified  doevanents  will  not  be  left  unattended. 
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APPENDIX  1  (COMMAND  NET  UHF)  TOi  Annex  E  (CCIjMDNICATIONS )  TOi  145th 
Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations 

1  •  General  t 

a*  The  purpose  of  the  battalion  DHP  net  is  to  provide  any  member*  of 
the  battalion  away  from  the  Headquarters  in  an  aircraft  a  means  of  contact¬ 
ing  any  portion  of  the  battalion  headquarters* 

b.  The  battalion  DEF  net  will  operate  on  the  primary  battalion  UHF 
frequency  and  will  be  monitored  24  hours  a  day* 

2.  Diagram! 
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APPENDIX  3  (12TH  AVIATION  GROUP  WET  EM  WITH  BACKUP  SSB  NET)  Tot  Annex 
E  (OQM'iUNICATIONS )  TOi  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile 
Operations 

1*  Generali 

a*  The  purpose  of  the  12th  Aviation  Group  EM  Net  is  to  provide  the 
Group  Commander  with  a  eommand  net  with  which  he  can  contact  each  bat- 
tallion  within  the  12th  Aviation  Group, 

b.  The  Group  EM  Net  is  backed  up  by  an  on  call  Group  SSB  Net, 

c.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  has  been  directed  by  12th  Aviation 
Group  to  operate  a  station  in  the  Group  EM  Net  and  to  act  as  alternate 
net  control  station, 

d.  The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  functions  in  the  Group  SSB  Net  as 
it  does  in  the  Group  EM  Net. 

e.  The  battalion  EM  station  will  operate  on  the  12th  Aviation  Group 
primary  Eli  frequency  and  will  monitor  traffic  from  0730  to  1800  hours 
daily  Monday  through  Saturday. 

f.  The  battalion  SSB  station  will  operate  on  the  12th  Aviation 
Group  primary  single  side  band  frequency  as  directed  by  12th  Aviation 
Group. 

2.  Diagram  1 


HQs  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Biea  Hoa,  RVK 
15  April  1966 


Annex  P  (Helicopter  Formations)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for 
Airmobile  Operations • 

1.  PURPOSE 

To  establish  standard  helicopter  formations  to  be  utilized  by  units 
of  this  command* 

2.  Gtim 


The  attached  illustrations  of  basic  flight  formations  are  established 
as  standard  tactical  formations  which  will  be  utilized  by  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  and  subordinate  units  during  all  combat  operations. 

3.  Variations  to  the  standard  formations,  as  illustrated,  may  be  employed 
by  the  nir  iassion  Cotmander  as  necessary  to  adjust  to  the  tactical 
situation.  Separation  between  helicopters,  except  in  train  will  be  a 
minimum  of  50  feet  from  the  extremity  of  one  helicopter  to  another. 

In  trail  formation  the  separation  between  helicopter  extremities  will  be 
a  minimum  of  100  feet.  The  basic  helicopter  formations  used  by  the  145th 
Aviation  Battalion  are  as  follows: 


a. 

Basic  Symbols 

(Appendix  1) 

b. 

Echelon  Left 

(Appendix  2) 

c. 

Echelon  Right 

(Appendix  3) 

d. 

Basic  "V"  Flight  Formation 

(Appendix  4) 

e. 

Heavy  Left 

(Appendix  5) 

f. 

Heavy  Right 

(Appendix  6) 

s. 

Company  Trail 

(Appendix  7) 

h. 

Company  Staggered  Trail 

(appendix  8) 

i. 

Company  Column,  Flights  in  V's  of  Tnree 

(Appendix  9) 

j  • 

Company  diamond.  Flight  in  V’s  of  Three 

(Appendix  10) 

lc. 

Company  Echelon  Left 

(iippendix  11) 

1. 

Company  Echelon  Right 

(Appendix  12) 

PU 

Company  Column,  Flights  heavy  left 

(Appendix  13) 

n. 

Company  Column,  Flints  heavy  right 

(Appendix  14) 

o. 

Battalion  Vee  Formation 

(Appendix  15) 

P. 

Battalion  Column 

(Appendix  16) 

q. 

Battalion  Echelon  Left 

(Appendix  17) 
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Appendix  1  (Basic  Symbols)  to  Annex  F  (Helicopter  Formations)  to 
145th  Avh  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opus. 

BASIC  SYMBOLS 


Troop  Carrier 


Mission  Conaander 


£  0  ft 


m 

fit  £  £  1 S.  1 A  2c 


uas  fiijtz 


SAUBS 

S-3 


Appendix  2  (Echelon  Left)  to  Annex  F  (Helicopter  Formations)  to 
145th  Aim  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opns. 

ECHSLGB  LEFT 


SAUERS 

3-3 


jjo 
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Appendix  8  (Company  Staggered  Trail)  to  Annex  F  (Helicopter  Formations) 
to  I45th  Avn  Bn  30P  Airmobile  Opns 

COMPANY  STAGGERED  TRAIL  (RIGHT) 


ms  BEEiSIii'  USE  fiNLi 
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Formations)  to  145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opns* 
COMPANY  COLUMN  FLIGHTS  IN  VEB'S  W  THREE 


/F7 

r.aa  2£EI£Ial  u  s  js  2 n l-i 


S'AUERS 

S-3 


..rr»MM.  jw  v company  Diamond,  Flight  ip  Vs  of  Three)  to  Annex  F 

(Helicopter  Formations)  to  145th  A*n  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opus. 
COMPANY  DIAMOND  FORMATION  FLIGHT'S  0^  Vs  OF  THREE 


Appendix  IX  (Company  Echelon  Left)  to  Annex  F  (Helicopter  Formations) 
to  245th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opns. 


EG  3  0£FiciAi  aajB  2H4I 

. . //f 


SAUffiS 

S-3 


to  145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Ojns 


SAUERS 

S-3 
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Appendix  16  (  Battalion  Column)  to  Annex  F  (Helicopter  Formation^)  . 
145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opns 

BATTALION  COLUMN  /'Jjf 

w.  ;*  V 
n 

a 


SAUFRS 

S-3 


filFIfilli 


1 


Appendix  17  (Battalion  Echelon  Left)  to  Annex  F  (Helicopter  Formations) 
to  145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Opns, 


BATTALION  ECHELON  LEFT 


( 


f 

» 

k 

r 

k 


v 


f  f  f 


SAUERS 

S-3 
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Hqs,  145th  ..vn  3n 
Dicn  H  a,  AVh 
15  -*pril  1966 


-Tnnox  G  (Flight  Route  Corridor)  to  145th  ..viation  Dattalion  SOP  for 
Airmobile  Operations, 


1,  PUR  08E:  To  establish  procedures  to  be  followed  by  all  elements  of 
this  command  to  minimize  the  hazard  to  aircraft  fi*oD  friendly  artillery. 

2,  SCOPL:  With  the  introduction  of  US  Arty  ground  elements  and  supporting 
artillery  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam,  free  or  uncontrolled  flight 
cannot  be  conducted  safely.  The  density  of  US  artillery  positions  in 

III  ARVh  Corps  dictates  the  establishment  of  an  airway  system.  To 
achieve  this  objective,  flight  corridors  and  controlling  agencies  have 
been  established.  .-.11  projected  flight  corridors  are  routed  to  and  from 
major  military  installations.  The  flight  corridors  established  will 
provide  airspace  free  from  US  artillery  only.  If  the  flight  path  to  be 
flown,  whether  within  r  outside  of  an  established  corridor,  is  over  or 
near  an  AaVK  artillery  location,  communications  must  be  made  with  that  .  „ 
installation  for  artillery  advisory.  The  flight  corridors  Do  hot  guarantee 
freedom  from  AftVK  artillery .  The  air-ground  radio  frequencies  listed  in 
the  current  SOI  must  be  used  to  clear  your  route  of  flight  over  or  in 
close  proximity  to  -.11  mRVH  artillery  units. 


a.  Flight  corridor  dimensions: 

(1)  mil  flight  corridors  are  4000  meters  wide  (2000  meters 
each  side  of  a  center  line)  and  folio;/  prominent  terrain  features  for 
ease  of  identification. 

(2)  -.11  flights  will  be  free  of  artillery  between  the  ground 
and  3000  feet  (Lt);  however,  since  all  flight  corridors  pass  directly 

over  all  of  the  friendly  artillery  in  III  Corps  it  is  necessary  t~  restrict 
the  width  and  altitudo  ef  corrid  rs  at  these  locations.  Width  will  be  limited 
to  2000  meters  md  altitude  must  be  between  2500  and  3000  feet. 

b.  Flight  Corridor  Agencies:  To  provide  for  the  safe  and  expeditious 
flow  of  air  traffic  and  create  a  central  control  element  for  all? 
friendly  artillery,  two  Artillery  Air  Control  Center  (....CC)  have  been 
established . 

(1)  1st.  (U3)  Iiuh.ntry  Division  -h.CC 

(a)  All  air  tra.fic  within  the  specified  corridors 
east  of  the  Saigon  Rigor  (on  a  line  fr:-  southeast  to  northwest)  will 
monitor  the  dcsi-^nated  froouv  cy  of  the  1st.  (US)  Infantry  Division  —  -CC. 

(b)  US  artillery  units  udor  the  jurisdiction  of  the  1st 
(US)  Infantry  Division  are  located  at  Phouc  Vinh,  Iai  Khe,  Phu  Loi, 

Dim,  Dion  Hoc  and  Xuan  Loc. 

(2)  25th  (US)  Infantry  Division  ....CC 


/ 
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(a)  All  air  traffic  within  the  specified  corridors  west 
of  the  Saigon  River  will  monitor  the  designated  frequency  of  the  25th 
(US)  Infantry  Division  AACC. 

(b)  U3  artillery  units  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
25th  (US)  Infantry  Division  are  located  at  Cu  Chi. 

c.  Flight  Corridor  Procedures? 

(1)  Daylight  hours  (0700-1900):  All  aircraft  on  single  aircraft 
missions  are  guaranteed  friendly  artillery  clearance  as  long  as  their 
flight  path  remains  well  within  the  flight  corridor.  Aviators  utilizing 
the  assigned  corridors  will  at  all  times  monitor  the  appropriate  AaCC 
frequency  for  warnings  of  non-scheduled  artillery  fires.  Transmissions  to 
the  AACC  agency  are  required  only  when  requesting  further  artillery 
advisories,  or  departing  a  flight  corridor.  At  the  time  of  corridor 
departure  the  pilot  must  report  the  point  of  exit,  destination,  route 
of  flight,  altitude  and  time  of  exit  to: 


(a)  The  AACC  having  jurisdiction  over  that  flight 

corridor. 

(b)  The  artillery  location  whae  fires  cover  the  'TAOR 
that  is  being  overflown. 


At  that  time  pilots  will  be  advised  of  any  artillery  fires  which 
may  effect  their  route  of  flight.  Upon  request  from  the  aviator, 
fires  will  be  suspended  as  directed  by  AACC,  unless  the  lifting  of  fires 
is  precluded  by  a  tactical  emergency. 

(2)  Hours  of  Darkness  (1900-0700):  Flight  corridors  during  the 
hours  of  darkness  are  non-existent.  At  night,  restrictions  imposed  on 
artillery  by  flight  corridors  are  lifted.  Aviators  will  obtain  information 
of  scheduled  and  non-scheduled  fires  affecting  their  flight  path  by 
monitoring  the  radio  frequency  of  the  AACC  in  who's  area  of  responsibility 
the  flight  is  being  conducted.  To  obtain  a  desired  flight  path  at 
night,  prior  coordination  must  be  effected  with  the  AACC  agency  directly 
involved. 


(3)  For  company  or  battalion  size  airmobile  operations  the 
same  procedure  as  above  will  be  adhered  to  if  existing  corridors  are 
suitable.  Flight  paths  to  be  used  to  and  from  the  established  corridors 
will  require  advanced  approval  from  the  AACC  having  jurisdiction  over 
the  operational  area  to  insure  that  timing  cf  the  operation  is  not 
diMru; ted  while  awaiting  artillery  clearance. 


d*  Artillery  Grid  System:  The  standard  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division 
Artillery  Grid  System  overlay  will  be  utilized  at  all  times  when  making 
reference  to  artillbry  -positions,  gun-target  lines  and  flight  path 
direction  of  movement.  This  grid  system  nay  also  be  used  when  calling 
fixes  on  known  or  suspected  enemy  positions. 


appendix  1 

Flight  Route  Corridor  Diagram 
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Appendix  1  (Flight  Route  Corridor  Diagrau)  to  .oinex  G  to  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  SOP  for  ..i ru  bile  Oporrtions 
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Hqs,  145th  .oviation  3attaIion 
Dien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  april  1966 

Annex  H  (Command  Post  and  Strgofield  Organization  and  Procedures)  to 
145th  Aviation  battalion  SOP  for  airmobile  Operations. 

1.  PURPOSE:  This  SOP  is  to  establish  stagefield  and  command  post 
procedures  and  organization  for  the  Battalion  Forward  CP  and  Stagefield 
during  airmobile  operations,  and  applies  eMCc-pt  when  modified  by  the 
commander. 

2.  GEIERAL:  The  stage  field  and  couiand  post,  size,  location,  and  required 
facilities  will  be  determined  during  the  planning  phase  of  the  operation. 
Size  may  vary  from  a  single  C&C  aircraft  to  a  full  field  Battalion  CP 
organization, 

3.  ORG.u.IZnTlOI.: 

a.  The  following  staff  groupings  and  support  elenents  are  normally 
utilized  for  Command  Post  organization  and  control: 

(1)  administration 

(2)  Intelligence 

(3)  Operations,  Coumuni cations,  and  Stcgefield  Control 

(4)  Logistics 


(a)  nid  Station 

(b)  POL  and  ,.rr.cnent 

(c)  Maintenance  and  Recovery 

b.  The  Battalion  Tactical  Command  Posts  are  normally  organized  as 
follows : 

(1)  Bcttalion  Rear  Corruand  Post: 

(a)  S-l  Section  and  Personnel 

(b)  intelligence  ECO 

(c)  ..sst  3-3 

(d)  Asst  S-4 

(e)  Communications  Section  (-) 

(f)  Safety  Officer 

(2)  Battalion  Forward  Command  Post: 

(a)  Executive  Officer 
(ti)  S-2 

(c)  .isst  S-3 

(d)  OIC  Pathfinder  Detachment 
(©)  Signal  Officer 

(f)  Chaplain 

(3)  Flight  Surgeon 
(h)  HMD  Command,  nt 
(ij  S-4 

(j)  Fbinteik.nce  Officer 


(3)  Battalion  airborne  Couaand  Post  (C &C  Helicopter): 


C oi jt ending  Officer 

S-3 

ALO 

FSCC 

Ground  Ccesnnder 


(4)  Battalion  Alternate  Caunand  Post 

(a)  Operation  NCO 

(b)  Coouunications  Personnel 

(c)  Pathfinder  Personnel 

(d)  S-4  Sergeant 


4.  PERSONNEL,  DUTIES,  AND  RESPONSIBILITIES: 

a.  The  officer  in  charge  of  the  CP  will  normally  be  the  Battalion 
Executive  Officer,  or  in  his  absence,  lx:  furnished  by  the  3-3}  ho  will 
have  overall  control  and'  responsibility  for  the  Connand  Post  and  Stagefield 
facilities,  personnel,  and  operation. 


b.  The  Stagefield  Operations  Officer  or  NCO  will  be  furnished  by 
the  Battalion  3-3}  he  will  be  responsible  for  all  operational  natters 
at  the  Cotuand  post  and  stagefield.  His  responsibilities  include: 

(1)  Maintain  situation  naps 

(2)  Maintain  aircraft  availability  status 

(3)  Prepare  estimates  of  aircraft  operational  readiness 

(4)  Brief  visiting  personnel  as  required 

(5)  Assume  duties  of  stagefield  conmnder  in  the  absence  of  the 
executive  officer, 

(6)  Coordinate  with  Battalion  S-4  for  transportation  of  personnel 
and  equipment. 


c.  The  stage-field  Intelligence  Officer  or  NCO  will  be  responsible 
for  all  intelligence  natters  pertinent  to  current  operations.  His 
responsibilities  include  the  following. 


(1)  Provide  continuous  i  military  intelligence  estimates  of  the 
enotgr  situation, 

(2)  Make  re  cocx*>  relations  to  the  stagefield  commander  concerning. 


Flight  Routes 
Lending  ‘-ones 

Counterintelligence  and  deception  plans 


ELI 


(3)  Provide  current  weather  and  light  data. 

(4)  Maintain  current  enemy  situation  map. 

(5)  Collect  arel  consolidate  inf  creation  of  the  enemy  fron  aviation 
units  assigned  or  attached. 

(6)  Disseminate  intelligence  nfurnation  to  assigned  and  attached 


units. 

d.  The  stagefield  Adninistrativo  Officer  or  NCO  will  be  furnished 
by  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Coomrnder.  He  will  be  responsible  for: 


***#&#& 


(1)  Establishment  of  si^urity,  and  the  cornand  nost 

(2)  Messing  facilities  for  all  staff  and  c canard  personnel 

(3)  3tagefield  defense 

(4)  Area  police 

(5)  Coordination  of  transportation  requirements  with  Battalion 
S-4  for  all  equipment  and  personnel 

e.  The  Battalion  S-4  will  be  responsible  for  all  logistical 
support.  His  responsibilities  include: 

(1)  Refueling  of  aircraft 

(2)  Re-arming  of  aircraft 

(3)  Coordination  of  POL  and  ammunition  requirements  at  the 
stagefield 

(4)  Coordination  of  Class' I  supply 

(5)  Coordination  of  Trarts^o'rtation 

(6)  Coordination  of  logistical  requirement  for  continuing 
operations 

f.  The  airfield  parking  and  control  officer  or  MCO  will  be 
furnished  by  Battalion  S-3  (normally  the  Battalion  Pathfinder) ;  he  will  be 
responsible  for  stagefield  parking,  aircraft  control,  and  troop  loading. 
His  responsibilities  include: 

(1)  Cntrol  of  all  inbound  and  outbound  aircraft 

(2)  Parking  instructions  to  all  aircraft  (Appendix  2) 

p)  Organization  and  loading  of  troops 

(4)  Lighting  facilities  necessary  for  control  and  parking  of 

aircraft 

(5)  Coordination  with  Battalion  S^4  for  transportation 
requirements 

g.  The  Maintenance  Officer  or  NCO  will  be  furnished  by  the 
battalion  maintenance  section;  he  will  be  responsible  for  all  recovery 
operations  and  maintenance  of  vehicles  and  aircraft  as  required.  His 
res ponsibilities -include: 

(1)  Coordination  of  recovery  operations  when  required 

(2)  Liaison  with  recovery  personnel 

(3)  Monitoring  overall  maintenance  status  of  aircraft 

(4)  Coordination  with  Battalion  S-4  for  transportation 
roquir.snents 

h.  The  Medical  Officer  or  NCO  will  be  determined  by  the  Battalion 
Flight  Surgeon  and  will  be  rosronsible  for  stagefield  and  forward 
medical  facilities.  His  responsibilities  include: 

(1)  Establishing  an  aid  station  at  the  stagefield 

(2)  Coordination  with  other  medical  units  (United  States  or 
Vietnamese)  for  facilities,  equipment,  and  personnel 

(3)  ^ordination  of  transportation  requirements  for  personnel 
and  equipment  to  forward  locations  with  S-4 

i.  The  Communications  Office,  or  NCO  will  be  responsible  for  all 
ccnaunic-tions  at  the  stagefield  and  cocmnd  post.  His  responsibilities 
include :  * 
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(1)  Operation  c£  ground  to  .ground  and  ground  to  air 
cacjuunicctions  from  battalion  to  subordinate  units  (Annex  Ej  Couaunications , 

(2)  Publication  and  •distribution  of  SOI  tutorials  as  required, 

^  ,  (3)  Coordination  of  transportation  reouireuents  with  the 

Battalion  S-4. 
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Appendix  1  (Command  Post  and  Stagefield  Equipment)  to  Annex  H  (Command 
Post  and  Stagefield  Organization  and  Procedures)  to  145th  Aviation 
•Battalion  SOP  for  airmobile  Operations . 


I 


1.  PURPOSE:  To  outline  the  Battalion  Command  Post  and  stagefibld 
minimum  required  items  of  equipment  during  combat  operations. 

2.  GENERAL:  The  Headquarters  Commandant  is  responsible  for  providing 
equipnent,  personnel  and  supervision  for  Command  Post  and  stagefield  operations: 

3.  EQUIPMENT:  The  following  list  of  equipment  is  the  minimum  required 
for  non-prolonged  Command  Post  and  stagefield  operations: 


a.  Items  of  equipment  common  to  both  fixed  facilities  and  field 
location  CP. 


(14) 

(15) 

(16) 
(17) 

Ua) 


Chairs,  folding,  steel,  22  ea 

Table,  folding,  wood,  6  ea 

Cot,  folding,  canvas,  (as  required) 

Air  Mattress,  (as  required) 

Blanket,  wool,  (as  required) 

Pillow,  bed,  ctn,  tick  (as  required) 

Flash  lights,  6  ea 

Candles,  4  doz 

Insect  Repellant,  1  case 

Foot  powder,  1  case 

Rations,  (as  required) 

Jug,  insulated,  1  gal,  10  ea 
Bag,  water,  sterilizing,  w/poles,  2  ea 
Can,  water,  military,  5  gal,  5  ea 
Lantern)  gasoline,  leaded  fuel,  4  ea 
Shovel  pick  &  axe,  6  ea 
CP  signs 

Trunk,  locker,  wood,  4  ea 


(a)  Cup,  drinking,  hot  drink,  450  ea 

(b)  Salt  tablets,  w/dispenser,  1  oa 

(c)  Tape,  cloth,  4"  Green,  1  ea 

(d)  Engineer  Tape,  1  roll 

(e)  Malaria  pills 


b,  .Additional* equipment  required -for  field* location  CP... 

(1)  Tent,  coanand  post,  w/poles,  1  ea 

(2)  Tent,  general  purpose,  w/poles,  (as  Squired) 

(3)  Table,  wood,  4 

(4)  Concertina  wire,  (ae  required) 

(5)  Sandbags  (as  required) 

(6)  Generator  3  KW 

(7)  Light  set  (25  outlet) 

(6)  Field  Phones  TA  31 2,  8  ea 
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Appendix  2  (Stagefield  .irrangement  &  Aircraft  Parking  Diagram)  to  Annex  H 
(Command  Post  and  Stagefield  Organization  and  Procedures)  to  145th  aviation 
Battalion  SOP  for  airmobile  Operations 


Vehicle  Parking  j  / 


HQ  .  Dismount  Point 

CMDT 
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Appendix  3  (Maintenance  and  Recovery)  To  Annex  H  (Command  Post  and 
Stagefield  organisation  and  procedings)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  ai mobile  operations. 

1.  PURPOSE:  To  outline  procedures  and  duties  of  the  Battalion  Aircraft 
Maintenance  Representative  at  the  stagefield  during  Airmobile  operations. 

2.  GENERAL:  The  Battalion  Aircraft  Maintenance  Representative  will  be 
an  Officer  or  Enlisted  man  provided  by  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Section. 
He  will  be  present  during  all  battalion  airmobile  operations  at  the  stage- 
field  site. 

3.  PROCEDURE: 

a.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  report  to  the 
Command  Post  Commander  upon  arrival  at  the  staging  area,  and  remain  under 
the  Command  Post  Commander*  s  control  until  released. 

b.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  (s)  will  be  located 
in  close  proximity  to  the  forward  CP  at  the  staging  area. 

c.  In  fixed  staging  areas,  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Section  will 
provide  one  (1)  representative.  One  company  will  be  designated  during  the 
operational  briefing,  to  provide  maintenance  personnel  for  aircraft 
maintenance  support  at  the  designated  stagefield. 

d.  In  remote  staging  areas,  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Section  will 
provide  twa  (2)  representatives. 

e*  Recovery  of  aircraft  will  normally  be  coordinated  by  Command 
and  Control  Personnel  while  airborne  (Annex  C).  If  this  cannot  be 
accomplished  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  coordinate 
upon  notification. 

4.  DUTIES: 

a.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  assist,  appraise 
battle  damage,  and  provide  technical  inspection  for  all  units  involved 
in  airmobile  operations  at  the  stagefield  area. 

b.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  record  all  battle 
damage,  and  maintenance  incidents,  by  unit  aircraft  type,  serial  number, 
demage/maintenance  discrepancy,  for  the  Battalion  After  Action  Report  and 
Maintenance  Section  Battalion  Historical  Report. 

c.  Upon  notification,  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will 
coordinate  recovery  of  aircraft  by  notifying  unit  recovery  personnel 

or  the  56th  Transportation  Company  Recovery  Team  (s). 
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Appendix  1  (Cai;uand  Post  and  Stagefield  liquipneht)  to  Annex  H  (Couoand 
Post  and  Stagefield.  Organization  and  Procedures)  to  145th  aviation 
Battalion  SOP  for  iALrnobile  Operations. 


1.  PURPOSE:  To  outline  the  Battalion  Cotfnand  Post  and  Stagefield 
r.iininua  required  it  eras  of  equipment  during  conbat  operations. 

2.  GEhE&AL:  The  HHD  Commander  is  responsible  for  providing  equipment, 
personnel  and  supervision  for  Command  Post  and  Stagefield  Operations. 

3.  EQUIFiEET:  The  following  list  of  equipment  is  the  nininun  required 
items  of  equipment  for  non-prolonged  Ccnnond  Post  and  Stagefield  Operations 

a.  Items  of  equivalent  common  to  both  fixed  facilities  and  field 
location  CP. 

(1)  Chairs,  folding,  steel,  22  ea 

(2)  Table,  folding,  wood,  6  ea 

(3)  Cot,  foldlhg,  canvas,  (as  required). 

(4)  Air  Mattress,  (as  required). 

(5)  Blanket,  wool,  (as  required) 

(6)  Pillow,  bed,  ctn,  tick  (as  required) 

(7)  Flash  lights,  6  ea 

(8)  Candles,  4  doz 

(9)  Insect  Repellant,  1  case 

(10)  Foot  powder,  1  case 

(11)  Rations,  (as  required) 

(12)  J.lig, .  insulated,  1  gal,  10  ea- 

(13)  Bag,  water,  sterilizing,  w/poles,  2  ea 

(14)  Can,  water,  tdlitar?,  5  gal,  5  ea 

(15)  Lantern,  gasoline,  leaded  fuel,  4  ea 

(16)  Shovel  pick  &  ace,  6  ea 

(17)  CP  signs 

(18)  Trunk,  locker,  wood,  4  ea 

(a)  Cup,  drinking,  hot  dring,  450  ea 

(b)  Salt  Tablets,  w/dispenser,  1  ea 

(c)  Tape,  cloth,  4  "  Green,  1  ea 

(d)  Engineer  Tape,  1  roll 

(e)  Malaria  pills 


b.  Additional  equipment  required  for  field  location  CP. 


$ 

(3) 


(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7 
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Tent,  caixianl  post,  w/poles,  1  ea 

Tent,  general  purpose,  w/poles,  (as  required) 

Table,  wood,  4  ea 

Concertina  wire,  (As  roquired 

Sandbags  (as  required) 

Generator  3  KW 
Light  set  (25  sutlet) 

Field  Phones  TA  312,  8  ea 
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Appendix  2  (Stagefield  unrangement  &  Aircraft  Parking  Diagram)  to  Annex  H 
(Command  Post  and  Stagefield  Organization  and  Procedures)  to  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  SOP  for  airmobile  Operations 
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Appendix  3  (Maintenance  and  Recovery)  To  Annex  H  (Command  Post  and 
Stagefield  organisation  and  procedings)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  airmobile  operations*-,, 

1.  PURPOSE:  To  outline  procedures  and  duties  of  the  Battalion  Aircraft 
Maintenance  Representative  at  the  stagefield  during  Airmobile  operations. 

2.  GENERAL:  The  Battalion  Aircraft  Maintenance  Representative  will  be 
an  Officer  or  Enlisted  man  provided  by  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Section. 
He  will  be  present  during  all  battalion  airmobile  operations  at  the  stage- 
field  site. 

3.  PROCEDURE: 

a.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  report  to  the 
Command  Post  Commander  upon  arrival  at  the  staging  area,  and  remain  under 

*  the  Command  Post  Conmander’s  control  until  released. 

b.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  (a)  will  be  located 
in  close  proximity  to  the  forward  CP  at  the  staging  area. 

c.  In  fixed  staging  areas,  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Section  will 
provide  one  (l)  representative.  One  company  will  be  designated  during  the 
operational  briefing,  to  provide  maintenance  personnel  for  aircraft 
maintenance  support  at  the  designated  stagefield. 

d.  In  remote  staging  areas,  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Section  will 
provide  two  (2)  representatives. 

e.  Recovery  of  aircraft  will  normally  be  coordinated  by  Command 
aid  Control  Personnel  while  airborne  (Annex  C).  If  this  cannot  be 
accomplished  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  coordinate 
upon  notification. 

4.  DUTIES: 

a.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  assist,  appraise 
battle  damage,  and  provide  technical  inspection  for  all  units  involved 
in  airmobile  operations  at  the  stagefield  area. 

b.  The  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will  record  all  uattle 
damage,  and  maintenance  Incidents,  by  unit  aircraft  type,  serial  number, 
danage/maintonance  discrepancy,  for  the  Battalion  After  Action  Report  and 
Maintenance  Section  Battalion  Historical  Report  • 

c.  Upon  notification,  the  Battalion  Maintenance  Representative  will 
coordinate  recovery  of  aircraft  by  notifying  unit  recovery  personnel 

or  the  $6th  Transportation  Company  Recovery  Team  (a) . 
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Hq,  12;ct.h  Aviation  Battalion 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 


ANNEX  Is  (OPERATIONS  BRIEFING)  To  145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION  SOP  FOR  AIRMOBILE 
OPERATIONS 


1.  SITUATION  (S-2/3) 


a.  Weather,  enemy  and  terrain 

b.  Friendly  forces 

c.  Attachments  and  detachments 

2.  MISSION  (S-3*) 

3.  EXECUTION  (S-3) 

a.  Concept  of  Operations 

( 1)  Maneuver 

(2)  Fires 

b.  Missions  to  subordinates 

c.  Coordinating  instructions 

(1)  Air  Movement 

(a)  Formation 

(b)  Flight  route 

(c)  Flight  altitude 

(d)  Flight  speed 

(e)  Loading 

(2)  Sequence  of  Events 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LHGISTICS 

a.  Supply 

b.  Maintenance 

c.  Medical 

5.  COMMAND.  AND  SIGNAL  (S-3) 

a.  Signal;  Annex 

b.  Command 

(1)  CP  locations 

(2)  Air  mobile  force  commander 

c.  Time 


Distribution:  Annex  Z 
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Hqs  I45th  Aviation  Battalion 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 


Annex  S  (FLIGHT  COMMANDERS  DEBRIEFING)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  Airmobile  Operations 


1.  Planning  Phase : 

a.  Were  units  informed  in  time? 

b.  Was  intelligence  accurate? 

c.  Was  arty  or  Tac  air  preparation  adequate? 

d.  Did  aircraft  arrive  on  time? 

e.  Were  there  sufficient  aircraft  to  fulfill  the  mission? 

f.  Was  the  flight  corridor  and  flight  path  properly  planned  for? 

g.  Were  there  any  delays? 

h.  Were  the  aircrews  aware  of  the  ground  t  actical  plan? 

2.  Loading  Z^ne: 

a.  Was  pathfinder  properly  used? 

b.  Were  the  troops  properly  broken  down? 

c.  Was  the  take-off  on  time? 

d.  Were  ary  difficulties  experienced  when  refueling  or  rearming? 

e.  Was  the  loading  area  adequate? 

3 .  Movement  Phase : 

a.  Were  the  flight  formations  adequate? 

b.  Were  the  ACP's  and  RP  easily  identifiable? 

c.  Was  there  adequate  interval  between  flight  elements? 

d.  Was  proper  air  cover  afforded  the  troop  carriers? 

4.  Landing  Phase: 

a.  Was  the  landing  zone  easily  identifiable? 

b.  Was  the  landing  zone  properly  marked? 

c.  Did  the  landing  z^ne  adequately  accommodate  the  flight  formation? 

d.  Was  suppressive  fire  allowed? 

e.  Was  the  offensive  fire  technique  used  exiting  the  landing  zone? 

f.  Did  the  armed  helicopters  provide  proper  coverage? 

g.  Other 

5.  Reserve  Employment: 
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HQ  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 

Annex  K  (After  Action  Report  Format)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  Airmobile  Operations. 


HEADING 

File  No.  Date 

SUBJECT: 


TO: 


1.  TASK  ORGANIZATION: 

a.  HQ's 

b.  Combat  Elements 

c .  Support  Elements 

2.  MISSION: 

3.  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATION: 

a.  As  Executed 

b.  Statistics 

(1)  No.  of  Aircraft 

(2)  No.  Flight  Hours 

(3)  No.  Sorties 

4.  ADMINISTRATION  AND  LOGISTICS: 

a.  Supply 

b.  Maintenance 

c.  Medical 

5.  PROBLEM  AREAS 

6.  COMMENTS  OR  RECOMMENDATIONS 


.  HORST  K.  J003T 
Lt  Colonel  Infantry 
Consnanding 
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Hqs,  145th  Avn  Bn 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 


Annex  L  (Preplanned  Missions)  to  li.  ih  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  far  Airmobile 
Operations 


1.  PURPOSE 

To  establish  guidance  for  both  air  and  ground  unit  commanders  in  the 
conduct  of  preplanned  airmobile  operations.  The  various  appendices  to 
this  annex  serve  to  expedite  planning  and  decrease  reaction  tines  involved 
in  the  included  operations. 

2.  SCOPE 

This  annex  includes  three  types  of  operations;  Eagle  Flights,  Repetitious 
Assaults  and  Birdcage.  Each  of  these  operations  is  covered  in  detail 
in  the  appropriate  appendix. 

Acaxs.iLixass  joost 

Lt  Col 

jiPi  IA  A)xaRS  * 

1.  Eagle  Flights 

2.  Repetitious  asaulte 
3*  Birdcage 

4.  Aircraft  F rotations 

5.  Signal  Instructions 

DISTRIBUTION : 

.  annex  Z 
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Hqs,  145th  Avn  Eh 

Bien  Hoa,  RVN 

15  April  1966 

Appendix  1  (Eagle  Flight  SOP)  to  Annex  L  (Preplanned  Missions)  to  145th 
Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations 

1.  PURPOSE 

To  establish  guidelines  to  be  used  by  air  and  ground  Unit  Commanders 
in  training,  planning  and  execution  of  "Eagle  Flighted.  •  DEFINITION : 
"Eagle  Flight"  is  the  name  given  a  type  mission  that  is  designed  to 
kill,  capture  and  otherwise  disorganize  isolated  Viet  Cong  units  in  the 
field. 

2.  scorE 

This  appendix  will  explain  the  organization,  tactical  employment, 
training,  and  logistics  of  an  "Eagle  Flight". 

3.  GENERAL 


The  "Eagle  Flight"  is  based  on  the  premise  that  a  small,  highly 
skilled,  organized  and  trained  infantry-type  combat  unit  that  is  one- 
hundred  percent  airmobile  can  produce  more  Viet  Cong  casualties 
in  a  given  time  than  a  much  larger  organization  that  is  handicapped  by 
an  administrative  and  logistical  tail.  The  success  and  effectiveness  of 
an  "Eagle  Flight"  unit  depends  upon  its  ability  to  react  and  maneuver 
immediately  in  any  combat  situation  in  order  to  harass  and  disrupt  the 
activities  of  the  ever  moving  Viet  Cong  Guerrilla  units.  The  elements 
of "surprise"  and  "Shock"  are  absolute  essentials  to  the  success  of  the 
"Eagle  Flight"  mission.  The  Viet  Cong  Guerrilla  employs  "vit-nnd-run" 
and  "hide-and-seek"  type  tactics  to  a  vary  great  advantage.  In  essence, 
the  "Eagle  Flight"  beats  him  at  his  own  game. 

4.  ORGANIZATION 

An  "Eagle  Flight"  ideally  should  bo  composed  of  the  following  elements: 

a.  Command  and  Control  Element,  composed  of  the  Aviation  Conmander 
(US) ;  Infantry  Troop  Commander,  or  his  representative.  This  element  will 
utilize  a  command  &  control  helicopter.  The  responsibility  of  this 
element  will  be  to  select  and/or  locate  appropriate  targets  for  the  combat 
elements;  to  designate  the  assault  formation  and  tactics  to  be  employed  and 
bo  responsible  for  the  command,  control  and  coordination  of  the  overall 
opwation.  The  only  decisions  made  by  the  Air  Mission  Commander  will  be 
those  necessary  to  insure  that  his  air  elements  are  employed  safely  and 
in  accord  with  their  capabilities,  Ground  tactical  decisions  will  be 
made  by  the  Airmobile  Force  Coamander  or  his  representative. 
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b.  Troop  carrier  element  is  composed  of  seven  (7)  UH-1D  helicopters, 
unarmed  and  equipped  as  troop-carriers*  Six  (6)  of  these  aircraft  will  be 
utilized  to  transport  the  combat  element;  the  seventh,  to  transport 
prisoners  taken  and  as  an  emergency-rescue  aircraft. 

c.  Escort  element  is  composed  of  five  (5)  aimed  UH-1B  helicopters 
whose  primary  mission  is  to  safeguard  the  troop  carrier  element;  with  an 
equally  important  additional  mission  of  providing  protection  by  fire  for 
the  ground  troops* 

d.  Medical  evacuation  element  is  composed  of  one  (l)  UH-1B  helicopter, 
equipped  and  manned  for  the  sole  purpose  of  evacuation  of  friendly 
casualties.  This  element  will  not  be  used  as  a -prisoner- transport. 

e.  Combat  troop  element,  composed  of  six  (6)  squads  of  nine  (9) 
men  each.  Each  two  (2)  squads,  if  ARVN,  should  be  accompanied  by  an 
American  Advisor  for  control  and  communication  purposes-  Troops* should 
be  trained  and  employed  in  two-squad  elements.  In  addition,  the  American 
Advisor  to  the  ARVN  troop  commander  should  accompany  the  element.  The 
troop  element  must  be  made  up  of  selected,  highly  aggressive,  well-trained 
troops,  armed  with  automatic  weapons. 

5.  TRAINING:  ;il  elements  must  undergo  a  training  period  as  a  unit, 
during  which  time  they  will  learn  to  function  as  a  single  well-drilled 
combat  team.  The  combat  troop  element  and  the  troop  carrier  element 
should  train  together  for  a  minimum  of  two  (2)  full  days,  with  all 
elements  participating  the  last  day.  A  live  firing  problem  should  be 
cjnducted  on  the  afternoon  of  the  last  training  day  in  order  to  accustom 
the  ground  troops  to  the  fire  of  armed  escort  helicopters  at  close 
quarters.  During  this  last  exercise,  simulated  emergencies,  such  as  medical 
evacuations,  fire  requests  and  problems  ox  all'  typos  should  bo  practiced. 
All  visual  air  to  ground  and  ground  to  air  signals  should  be  brought  into 
play.  Special  emphasis  should  be  placed  throughout  the  training  period 

;n  the  use  of  the  two  squad  element  and  tactical  deployment  from  the 
various  aircraft  landing  formations  (Appendix  4).  Ground  commanders 
should  be  thoroughly  oriented  in  the  selection  and  narking  of  adequate 
landing  sites  to  facilitate  troop  pick  up. 

6.  CONDUCT  OF  THE  OPERATION: 

a.  Prior  to  each  mission,  close  coordination  between  the  troop 
carriers,  armed  helicopters  and  the  ground  force1  commL?.nder  is  essential. 

The  following  coordination  must  be  affected: 

(1)  Sequence  of  events  \ 

(2)  Possible  landing  zones  (S-2  report) 

(3)  Radio  frequencies,  call  signs;  calibration  of  ground 
to  air  radios 

(4)  POW  pick  -up  and  collecting  points 

(5)  Pyrotechnics 

(6)  Emergency  signals 

(7)  Logistics  (Aircraft  fuel  range  and  refueling  points) 


£/</ 


b i  fteconnaissancg  :  The  enroute  flight  formation  for  troop  carrying 
helicopters  is  two-ship  echelons,  at  a  trail  (Appendix  4).  armed  helicopters 
provide  escort  by  using  normal  flank-esCort  formations.  Two  minutes  ahead 
of  the  troop  carrying  element)  fhe..Bscort  Element'  Leader  accompanies  the 
Command  and  Control  Element  to  reconnoiter  the  objective  area,  leaving  four 
(4)  armed  helicopters  to  escort  the  troop  carrying  helicopters  and  medical 
evacuation  helicopter,  /After  target  selection  and  reconnaissance,  the  Escort 
Element  Leader  will  return  to  the  main  column  as  the  Command  and  Control  Element 
issues  the  attack  order.  The  attack  order  will  include: 

(1)  Ehemy  situation  in  the  landing  zone 

(2)  Instructions  for  pre-strike  (when  applicable) 

(3)  Landing  formations  to  be  employed  (Appendix  4) 

(4)  Direction  of  landing  and  departure  for  troop  carriers 

c.  The  Attack:  After  the  attack  order  has  been  issued  the  troop 
carriers  will  commence  their  approach  to  the  landing  zone,  led  by  the 
Command  and  Control  Element  and  escorted  by  the  armed  helicopter  unit 
(provided  this  element  is  not  engaged  in  a  pre-strike).  In  any  case, 

the  Escort  Element  will  terminate  pre-strike  in  sufficient  time  to  provide  flank 
security  for  the  Troop  Carrier  Element  during  the  last  three-hundred  (300) 
meters  of  the  approach.  The  Command  and  Control  Element,  preceding  the  Troop 
Carrier  Element  by  approximately  one  (1)  minute,  will  mark  the  landing  zone 
with  smoke  (Appendix  5)  and  give  instructions  for  landing  with  relation  to  the 
smoke  marker  (Appendix  1  for  formations  to  be  used). 

After  the  troops  have  dismounted,  the  unarmed  helicopters  will 
orbit  at  an  altitude  of  twenty-five  hundred  (2,500)  feet,  one  mile  away 
form  the  landing  zone,  standing  by  for  pick-up  instructions.  Fire  teams 
(armed  helicopters)  continue  coverage  of  their  respective  flank?  of  the 
landing  zone-  (troop  element).  Normal  low-level  orbit3  below  one-hundred 
(100)  feet  will  be  used  to  reconnoiter  the  area  and  provide  the  ground 
force  with  aerial  flank  security.  Ground  forces  can  call  for  armed 
helicopter  fire  to  point  targets  by  radio  or  visual  signal  (Appendix  5). 

d,  APtrehension  of  Prisoners:  When  Viet  Cong  are  observed  fleeing 
the  objective  area,  the  armed  helicopters  will  attempt  to  halt  their 

escape  by  fire.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  drive  the  suspects  to  an 
area  where  ground  forces  can  capture  them.  The  commander  may  commit  the 
reserve  element,  or  airlift  elements  from  the  objective  area  in  order  to 
block  and/or  apprehend  fleeing  Viet  Cong, 

If  necessary,  the  armed  helicopters  will  capture  prisoners.  One 
aircraft  will  land  to  pick  up  the  prisoner,  while  the  other  team  element 
provides  cover.  The  aircraft  providing  cover  will  be  positioned  so  that 
fire  may  be  placed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pick  up  aircraft  or  it *8  crew. 

The  observer,  under  supervision  of  the  crew  chief,  will  thoroughly  search 
and  secure  the  prisoner  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  aircraft.  The  gunner 
will  place  himself  in  a  position  to  cover  the  crew  chief  and  observer. 

If  it  is  evident  that  the  apprehension  will  in  any  way  endanger  the  aircraft 
or  crew,  the  Viet  Cong  will  be  killed.  Any  crew-member  or  the  observer  is 
authorized  to  kill  the  suspect  if  he  conmits  an  overt  act  which  will  endanger 
the  helicopter  or  it's  crew.  Whenever  possible,  a  rendezvous  will  be  made 
with  the  prisoner  transport  aircraft,  so  that  he  may  secure  the  prisoners 
enroute  to  the  staging  area* 


The  reserve  may  be  used  to  capture  prisoners  (see  above  paragraph),  or 
to  reinforce  or  block  any  area  deemed  necessary  by  the  commander.  The 
reserve  may  be  called  in  either  by  radio  or  by  visual  signal  (Appendix  4). 

£»  Pick-up  of  ground  forces:  Ground  forces  and  aircraft  will  be 
called  in  by  the  ground  commander  (Appendix  5).  Armed  aircraft  will  provide 
normal  flank  security  during  the  pick  up  and  departure.  The  Command,  •■and 
Control  Element  should  keep  the  ground  commander  a-raiset!  on  'the  aircraft 
fuel  status  and  the  remaining  time  available  for  him  to  operate  on  the 
ground.  The  Ground  Commander  should  plan  and  conduct  his  operation  to  make 
maximum  utilization  of  a  short  ground  operational  period.  It  is  feasible  to 
strike  more  than  one  objective  without  aircraft  ro-fueling. 

NOTE:  If  fuel  runs  short,  helicopters  may  be  dispatched  in  elements 

for  refueling  in  order  to  maintain  constant  support  to  the  element 
opeffifcihg.  on  the  ground.  However,  this  procedure  should  be 
avoided  whenever  possible,  since  it  somewhat  restricts  the  air- 
maneuverability  and  aerial  fire  protection  of  the  ground  element. 

1  ,  |.  Special  instructions  to  the  Mission  Leader:  Due  to  the  comp¬ 

lexity  of  the  Eagle  Flight;  operations  must  be  planned  in  detail  and  c.  <Je.tai.Xcd 
mission  order  and  briefing  conducted.  The  mission  order  must  be  clearly  under¬ 
stood  by  all  aviators  and  crew-members.  Whenever  possible  the  ground  advisor 
should  be  present  at  the  briefing  to  facilitate  coordination.  Special  emphasis 
should  be  placed  on  the  following: 

(1)  Map  reconnaissance  of  the  operational  zone, 

(2)  That  each  aircraft  crew  knows  its  mission  and  nosition  in 
the  strike  force, 

(3)  Flight  and  landing  formations  are  clearly  understood. 

(4)  Grew  chiefs,  gunners  and  observers  are .briefed  on  the 
apprehension  of  prisoners. 

(5)  Prisoner  collecting  points  are  pre-de3ignated.  Whenever 
possible,  pick  up  points  in  the  objective  area  are  pre-designated. 

,  (6)  Aircraft  and  ground  radios  arc  operitional  and  calibrated. 

/  ^  (7)  Smoke  and  emergency  signals  are  understood. 

(8)  Crews  are  cautioned  on  delivering  fire  in  the  close  proximity 
of  other  aircraft  and  personnel  in  and  around  the  objective  area. 
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Appendix  2  (Repetitious  Assaults)  to  Annex  L  (Preplanned  Missions)  to 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations. 


1.  PURPOSE: 

To  exploit  the  mobility  of  the  helicopter  to  lift  assault  forces 
in  frequent  and  repetitious  airmobile  assaults  to  quickly  search  out  and 
destroy  the  Viet  Cong  ever  a  large  area.  Surprise,  shock  action,  and 
security  are  achieved  by  the  delivery  of  a  high  volume  of  artillery, 
tactical  air  and  armed  helicopter  fire  support  in  the  assault  landing  zone 
in  the  shortest  possible  period  of  time  prior  to  landing  of  the  troop 
carriers.  All  possible  consideration  should  be  given  methods  to  vary  the 
fire  support  to  avoid  a  stereotyped  operation. 

2.  SCOPE: 

This  appendix  will  e  xplain  the  organization  and  tactical  employment 
of  the  airmobile  phase  of  a  repetitious  assault  operation. 

3.  GENERAL: 

The  repetitious  assault  disposes  a  number  of  self-contained 
fighting  elements  over  a  large  area  of  operations  in  a  short  period 
of  time,  with  a  minimum  debilitation  of  infantry  elements.  The  prerequisites 
for  the  use  of  repetitious  assaults  are  an  abundance  of  helicopter  landing 
zones,  open  terrain  with  good  fields  of  fire  and  observation,  within  range 
of  supporting  artillery  and  or  naval  gunfire,  tactical  or  strategic  air 
support,  adequate  troop  carrier  and  armed  helicopters  and  loosely  organized 
enemy  situation. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

A  repetitious  assault  should  ideally  be  organized  as  follows: 

a.  Command  and  Control  Element:  Composed  of  the  Air  Mission 
Commander,  Air  Mobile  Force  Commander,  Air  Mission  Operations  Officer, 

Artillery  Liaison  Officer,  Air  Liaison  Officer,  (a  Naval  Gunfire  Liaison 
Officer  will  be  included  if  necessary).  This  command  element  directs  the 
selection  of  the  landing  zones,  the  introduction  and  extraction  of  ground 
elements,  employment  of  fire  support  and  the  employment  of  the  reaction 
force  to  reinforce  an  employed  element.  An  alternate  command  and  control 
helicopter  should  be  provided  and  fully  staffed  by  deputies  who  are 
knowledgcble  of  the  situation  and  capable  of  making  edmmand  decisions. 

This  aircraft  will  be  utilized  to  relieve  the  primary  command  and  control 
helicopter  on  station  when  refueling  is  necessary  or  to  replace  it  should 
it  become  disabled,  thereby  insuring  a  continuous  command  and  control  of 
all  elements. 

b.  Troop  Carrier  Element:  Must  be  of  sufficient  strength  to  lift 
the  combat  elements  oi  a  rifle  company.  Greater  shock  action  and  shorter 
turn  around  times  may  bo  achieved  by  using  a  greater  number  of  troop 
carriers  in  simultaneous  assaults  on  multiple  landing  zones. 

_ ... _ _  / 


c .  Escort  Element:  Should  be  composed  of  nt  least  two  light  fire 
teams  per  company  sized  element.  These  aircraft  should  be  utilized  for 
troop  carrier  escort,  landing  zone  reconnaissance,  marking  and  preparation 
and  if  needed  provide  overhead  cover  for  ground  operations. 

d.  Combat  Troop  Elements:  Are  formed  into  assault  task  forces  up 
to  company  size  by  the  ground  battalion  responsible  for  the  execution  of 
the  repetitious  assaults. 

5.  Conduct  of  th8  Operation: 

a.  Prior  to  each  operation  joint  coordination  in  the  following  areas 
must  be  effected: 

(1)  Flexible  sequence  of  events 

(2)  All  possible  landing  zones,  with  code  namtes 

(3)  Radio  frequencies,  call  signs;  calibration  of  ground  to 

air  radios. 

(4)  Pyrotechnics  and  emergency  signals. 

(5)  Logistics  (aircraft  fuel  range  and  refueling  rearming  points) 

(6)  Reconnaissance 

(7)  Weather  delays 

(8)  Fire  support 

(9)  Reserves 

b.  To  initiate  a  repetitious  assault  operation  the  airmobile 
force  commander  announces  "Skyhook  +  12  code  name"  at  a  predetermined  ground 
reference  point.  This  reference  point  is  selected  to  be  a  prescribed  flight 
time  away  from  the  landing  zone.  The  artillery  liaison  officer  and  air  liaison 
officer  in  the  Command  and  Control  helicopter  then  initiate  immediate  artillery 
and  air  preparation  of  the  landing  zone.  This  consists  of  a  high  volume 

of  fire  of  three  to  five  minutes  duration.  Colored  smoke  rounds  are  fired  to 
signify  last  rounds.  During  this  preparation  the  troop  carriers  and  their 
escorts  fly  inbound  to  trie  landing  zone  so  as  to  be  on  final  as  the  preparation 
ends.  At  this  point  armed  helicopters  precede  and  fly  to  the  flanks  during 
the  landing  suppressing  any  enemy  fires  that  may  interfere  w ith  t he  assault. 

On  landing  the  ground  assault  forces  deploy  rapidly  from  the  landing  zone 
to  search  out  and  destroy  enemy  forces  in  the  area.  Preplanned  fires 
should  be  varied,  for  example,  instead  of  artillery  it  may  be  appropriate 
to  use  just  air  support,  armed  helicopters  or  any  combination  thereof. 

c.  After  the  'Irst  operation  the  helicopters  return  to  the  battalion 
base  to  pick  up  the  next  task  force.  When  airborne,  the  same  sequence  is 
Repeated,  this  assault  takes  place  in  a  different  predesignated  area  which 

may  contain  eneny  forces.  The  distance  that  this  force  lands  from  the  first 
may  preclude  mutual  support  between  forces.  While  the  second  assault  element 
is  airborne,  the  status  of  e  neiiy  contact  of  the  first  force  is  determined.  If 
contact  is  heavy  the  second  assault  force  may  be  used  as  a  reaction  force 
to  reinforce  or  to  block  for  the  first  force. 


d»  The  rei  *£ining  infantry  co^^g&is  then  picked  up  and  may 
be  used  to  assault  a  new  location  by  the  same  procedure  as  described 
for  the  first  two.  At  the  completion  of  the  last  assault*  the  battalion 
is  situated  in  three  separate  locations.  After  a  predesignated  time*  or 
on  call,  when  contact  with  the  enemy  is  unattainable,  or  has  ceased.*  the 
helicopters  return  to  pick  up  one  of  the  employed  forces  to  begin  the 
sequence  anew, 

e,  ’when  as  many  as  two  companies  of  the  first  committed  battalion 
are  employed,  a  task  element  from  another  battalion  must  be  designated 
as  the  reaction  force*  effective  on  commitment  of  the  third  company. 

Two  battalions  may  be  employed  in  this  manner  in  sequence, 

6.  TRAINING:  Repetitious  assault  operations  are  battle  drill  type 
operations  that  can  be  refined  and  executed  with  precision  through  training 
and  experience.  All  elements  should  undergo  a  training  period  as  a  unit, 
during  which  time  they  will  loam  to  function  as  a  single  well-drilled 
combat  team.  This  training  should  stress  visual  ground  to  air  signals* 
communications*  simulated  emergencies,  and  extraction  operations.  An 
orientation  covering  the  selection  and  narking  £  landing  zones  to  facili¬ 
tate  troop  extraction  should  be  scheduled  for  ground  unit  officers  and  key 
NCO  personnel, 
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Appendix  3  (BIRDCAGE  SOP)  to  Annex  L, £ Preplanned  Missions)  to  145th 
Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations 


1.  PURPOSE 

To  establish  guidance  to  be  utilized  by  air  mobile  commanders 
in  initiation  and  execution  of  "BIRDCAGE"  operations.  Definition: 

"BIRDCAGE"  is  the  name  given  to  an  operation  designed  to  protect 
aircraft  downed  in  hostile  territory. 

2.  SCOPE 

This  appendix  discribes  the  organization  and  utilization  of 
"BIRDCAGE"  task  elements  to  protect  downed  aircraft. 

*  3.  GENERAL 

The  "BIRDCAGE"  operation  is  based  on  "OPLAK  BLdXA.GL",  Headquarters 
173rd  Airborne  Brigade  (sep)  and  its  use  will  be  coordinated  with  the 
C-3i  173rd  Airborne  Brigade.  This  operation  is  based  on  the  premise 
that  an  aircraft  isdown  in  hostile  territory  in  or  near  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade,  TAQR.  Any  aircraft  commander  or  ground  commander 
may  initiate  "BIRDCAGE"  by  utilizing  the  code  word  "BIRDCAGE"  plus  the  '  * 
location  of  the  aircraft.  This  information  should  be  given  either  to 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  Operations  Center  or  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
command  and  control  aircraft. 

4.  MISSION, 

145th  Aviation  Battalion  provides  troop  carriers  and  armed 
helicopter  escort  for  the  airmobile  force.  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  supplies 
airmobile  force  to  consist  of  one  reinforced  rifle  platoon  (TaSK  FORCE 
BIRDCAGE),  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  a  dawned  aircraft  in  a  hostile 
area  until  it  is  repaired  or  evacuated.  This  rifle  platoon  will  have  a 
commissioned  leader  ard  be  reinforced  by  one  81  mm  mortar  squad 

Oplan  "BIRDCAGE"  is  currently  under  study  by  II  Field  Forces 
Vietnam  for  use  as  a  standard  downed  aircraft  protective  measure 
throughout  their  rrea  of  operations. 
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Appendix  4  (Aircraft  formations)  to  Annex  L  ("Preplanned  MLssioad)  to 
145th 'AVn  Bn  30P  for  Airmobile  Operations 


AIRCRAFT  FOrfiiATlOKS 

1.  Enroute  and  holding  formation  will  be  two  ship  echelons  at  trail,  with 
escort  aircraft  providing  flank  security: 

a  bb  b  1-6  Troop  Carriers 

D1  POW  Carrier 
rr.  8  Med  Evac  A/C 

*-=w  9-12  Armed  Escorts 

0NOTE:  Escort  leader  positions  himself 
r~j  where  he  can  lend  support  and 

**•*  ,-rrj  control  as  necessary. 


Bn  1 

JD  Direction 

of  flight 

2,  Aircraft  landing  formations: 

a,  "L-right."  This  formation  and  the  "L-left"  utilize  one  wing  of  the 
"L,!  as  a  base  and  the  other  as  a  maneuvering  (clearing)  element.  Fire 
and  base  elements  are  varied  to  meet  the  situation. 


(ffljj 

J 

m  a 


Direction  of 
Landing 


b.  "L-left11 

rsn  © 

0  0 


5-8  elements  kept  in  airborne  reserve  until 
needed.  Altitude  2,500* , 


c.  "Trail-right"  or  ^trail-left" .  Whether  formation  is  right  or  left 
depends  upon  the  relation  of  the  objective  to'  the  landing  area.  If  the 
objective  is  to  the  right,  than  a  "trail-right"  is  used  and  the  troops  exit 
the  aircraft  and  form  assault  line  to  the  right;  if  the  objective  is  to 
the  left,  then  the  reverse  is  true,. 


Trail  -  Right 

—.(OBJ) - 


Direction  of  landing - 

Trail  -  Left 


ML* 

\\\Vs 


uj  o  ui  d  s  ca 


©  L3  0  0  0  C3 

-  -  (OBJ)  - 
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In  either  the  "trail-right"  or  "trail-left"  formations,  four  (4)  or  six 
(6)  squads  may  be  initially  committed.  It  is  highly  recommended  that  two 
(2)  squads  be  retained  as  a  heliborne  reserve,  to  be  coua-dtted  later  as 
needed. 

The  "Box"  formation  is  used  to  place  concentration  of  troops  in 
a  confined  landing  area,  svuh  as  a  river-junction,  etc.  In  this  formation, 
a  two-ship  reserve  is  utilized . 
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Appendix  5  (Signal  Instructions)  to  Annex  L  (.Preplanned  Mi9f£on$)'to 
145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  AinaoWe  Operations. 

1.  Smoke  Signals : 


RED  SMOKE,,.. . Medical  Evacuation  Desired 

YELLOW  SMOKE. . Commit  Reserve  -  land  as  near  smoke  as  possible 

GREEK  SMOKE.. . . . Pick-up  troops  (l3t  Squad  at  Smoke) 

WHITE  SMOKE,...,..,.. Target  for  armed  helicopter  support  element 

(LNEhY  POSITION ) 

VIOIET  SMOKE . Friendly  Troops 


2.  Co-pilot  visual  (drawn)  and  hand  signals  are  utilized  prior  to  landing 
to  insure  that  all  troop  elements  are  fully  aware  of  the  forthcoming  ground 
maneuver. 


a.  An  acetate  covered  board  is  used  initially  to  indicate  the  type 
formation  to  be  used  and  the  side  of  the  aircraft  from  which  the  troops  are 
to  exit. 


2nd  ship  in  "L"  right 


4r 


4th  ship  in  »L»  left 

6- 


3rd  ship  in.  line  right 
- 1— ^ - 


b.  Just  prior  to  landing,  a  thumb  signal  is  given  by  the  co-pilot  to 
indicate  which  side  of  the  aircraft  the  trooos  are  to  exit  from. 


(1)  Right  hand  (thumb-up......... exit  ri.ht  door  &  assault  right 

(2)  Left  hand  (thumb-up).,. . exit  left  door  &  assault  left 

(3)  Both  hands  (thumb-up) . exit  both  doors  &  assault  both 

directions 


3.  Fire  requests  from  ground  to  air  and  requests  for  cease  fire. 

a.  Emergency  cease  fire . ....Fed  flare  (vary  pistol) 

b.  Panel  Marking 


OR/GC-E 


- T 


^  indicates  direction  of  fire  reference  point 
3.  white  smoke 


cr]: 


— )  CEASE  FIRS 
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4*  Troop  identification  us ini?  colored  markers,  a.  (for  Eagle  Flight 
Operations  Only) 

a.  Each  squad  can  be  readily  identified  from  the  air  by  the  use  of 
colored  scarves,  one  'jer  individual.  Each  squad  should  be  assigned  a 
different  color  a  nd  each  member  of  that  squad  required  to  wear  a  necker¬ 
chief  of  his  squad's  color.  This  insures  that  the  aircraft  crews  can 
readily  identify  the  squads  that  their  aircraft  is  transporting.  This  is 
important  in  that  tactical  intergrity  must  be  maintained  on  troop  pick-up 
to  insure  proper  deployment  on  the  next  objective, 

b.  It  is  recommended  that  dayglo  marker  panels  be  carried  by  the 
flank  men  of  each  squad  (2  man  per  squad).  These  .pane la  should  be 

of  standard  size,  dayglo  orange  on  one  side  and  dayglo  red  on  the  other. 

One  end  of  the  panel  should  be  secured  to  the  individual's  shoulders,  with 
the  orange  side  out  and  secured  at  the  waist  (back)  with  the  excess  rolled 
under  and  secured.  In  this  position  the  ranel  readily  indicates  to  aerial 
elements  the  flank  limits  of  each  squad,  reducing  the  possibility  of 
nis-directed  firing  into  friendly  elements.  To  request  fire,  or  to  call 
cease  fire,  the  rolled  up  portion  of  the  panel  is  released  and  allowed 
to  hang  full  length.  The  individual  assumes  a  prone  position  exposing 
the  panel  to  full  aerial  observation;  two  individuals  used  together  make 
up  the  panel  signals,  ’.vhen  the  bottom  of  the  panel  is  pulled  to  the 
individual's  shoulders  exposing  one-half  (>t)  of  the  red  sideband 
green  smoke  has  been  utilized,  it  indicates  the  squad  pick  up  point,  enabling 
the  helicopters  to  more  readily  identify  the  individual  squad  positions. 
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Annex  M*  (Suppressive  and  Offensive  Fire)  to  145tn  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  Airmobile  Operations r 

1.  PURPOSES  To  exploit  the  offensive  fixe  capability  of  the  troop  carrier 
helicopter  and  organic  armed  escort,  within  the  rules  of  engagement,  and 
the  requirement  for  combat  arid  combat  support.  It  is  further  designed  to 
give  individual  gunners  and  armed  helicopter  personnel  confidence  in  their 
weapons,  improve  their  accuracy  and  enable  unit  commanders  to  exercise 
and  control  their  fire  capability* 

2.  DEFINITIONS  s 

a.  Suppressive  Fire:  Those  organic  fires  utilized  to  protect  troop 
carriers  from  hostile  fire  during  the  critical  final  approach  and  initial 
climb  out  phases  of  an  airmobile  assault* 

b.  Offensive  Fire:  Those  organic  fires  utilized  to  support  the  ground 
tactical  plan  by  placing  a  concentrated  volume  of  fire  on  a  target  jointly 
approved  by  the  airmobile  force  and  air  mission  commanders. 

3.  GENERAL:  Suppressive  firing  techniques  will  be  used  as  required  to 
suppress  the  flight  route  during  final  descent  and  approach  on  combat 
assaults  into  hostile  landing  zones.  During  extractions,  the  last  flight 
out  of  the  landing  zone  will  utilii  his  procedure  to  place  maximum 
suppressive  fire  on  the  enemy  along  the  departure  and  climb  out  routes. 
Offensive  firing  will  be  conducted  during  diversionary  airmobile  operations 
to  give  added  realism  to  deceptive  plana.  In  addition,  this  technique  will 
be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  ground  tactical  plan  on  known  or  suspected 
enemy  positions  to  channel  the  enemy  into  areas  occupied  by  friendly 
forces  or  to  block  the  enemy  retreat  from  the  operational  area  immediately 
after  an  airmobile  assault. 

4.  PROCEDURE:  The  exercise  of  this  technique  will  be  in  specified 
strike  zones  established  by  the  ground  commander  concerned  or  executed 
within  the  rules  of  engagement.  Unit  commanders  or  aircraft  commanders  will 
give  the  order  to  commence  firing  and  to  cease  fire.  Altitude  limits  of 
offensive  fire  will  be  from  2000  feet  absolute  altitude  down  to  1000  feet 
absolute  altitude,  enemy  situation  remitting;  however,  suppressive  fires  may 
be  utilized  at  any  altitude, 

5.  DESIRED  RESULTS:  To  raider  maximum  aerial  firepower  in  support  of 
the  ground  tactical  plan  by  placing  a  concentrated  volume  of  fire  cn 

known  or  suspected  enemy  targets  in  order  t.;  destroy  enemy  forces,  supplies, 
and  installations.  This  technique  also  allows  the  exercise  of  rigid 
r'&jpA' "Lir-v  and  control  of  fires  by  unit  commanders  and  aircrews,  Prooerly 
t*npJLo$ed"£t  will  destroy  the  enemy,  disorganize  and  Geccivo  Liu,  seal  his 
escape  routes  and  assist  the  maneuvering  ground  forces. 
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ANNEX  N  (Chemical  Delivery)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile 
Operations . 

1.  PURPOSE:  To  establish  guide  lines  and  procedures  to  be  used  in  the 
aerial  delivery  of  chemical  grenades,  specifically  smoke  and  tear  gas  (CS). 

2.  GENERAL: 

a.  The  delivery  of  chemical  grenades  as  a  harassing  agent  is  used' to 
assist  air  and  ground  movement  into  areas  previously  occupied  by  the  Viet  Cong 
where  prepared  positions  are  prevelent.  The  aerial  delivery  of  chemical  agents 
prior  to  airmobile  assaults  provides  additional  flexibility  to  the  Air  Mission 
and  Airmobile  Force  commander.  Variations  tfl  the  standard  delivery  method  as 
outlined  in  this  SOP  may  be  employed  by  the  Air  Mission  Commander  as  necessary 
to  adjust  to  the  tactical  situation. 

b.  Helicopter  Delivery  System 

(1)  Troop  Landing  Smoke  Screen  System:  serial  number  DA-01-021- 

AMC-11594Z. 

(2)  Jury  Rig  System:  utilizing  two  Air  Force  roeket  pods  (  19 

tubes)* 

c.  Rigging: 

(1)  The  Troop  Landing  Smoke  Screen  System  (ref  2  (b)  1)  is  adap¬ 
table  to  the.  M-3  aircraft  armament  system.  The  M-3  modules  are  reversed  so 
the  chemical  grenades  are  dispensed  aft  rather  than  forward.  The  adapter  plate 
(firing  mechanism)  assembly  is  attached  to  the  modules  and  electrically  connect¬ 
ed  to  an  .  intervalometer  or  control  box  located  inside  the  aircraft.  The 
intervalometer  receives  its  power  source  from  ary  one  of  the  electrical  outlets 
in  the  cargo  compartment  and  is  mounted  so  that  either  the  co-pilot  or  a  crew 
member  can  fire  the  grenades  on  order  from  the  aircraft  conmander.  The  weight 
of  the  system  loaded  approximates  that  of  a  loaded  M-3  armament  system.  There 
are  six  grenades  per  rocket  tube  and  a  total  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  eight 
in  the  system.  Different  airspeeds  can  be  used  for  drop  separation,  however, 
dispensing  intervals  must  also  be  adjusted  on  the  intervalometer  located  inside 
the  aircraft.  To  obtain  the  best  coverage  and  incapacitating  time,  a  drop  sepa¬ 
ration  of  8-10  feet  should  be  used,  ^he  following  air  Bpeeds  and  time  sequence 
will  result  in  optimum  spacing, 

50  Knots  -  0.5  sec 

90  Knots  -  0.3  sec 
100  Knots  -  0.2  sec 

The  recommended  airspeed  is  90  knots  and  0.3  second  time  adjustment.  Utilizing 
this  drop  separation  one  M-3  system  will  be  expended  each  2,304  1‘eet  or  750 
meters,  and  time  lapse  will  be  16  secoods.  Fuze  delay  is  2  seconds  from  drop, 
therefore  flight  altitude  will  be  low  level  or  not  higher  than  50  feet.  In¬ 
capacitation  time  will  last  from  15  seconds  to  15  minutes  depending  on  meteoro¬ 
logical  conditions  and  density  of  coverage.  The  effective  radius  of  the  gre¬ 
nade  at  zero  wind  speed  is  15  meters.  For  optima  coverage  (35  meters)  a  light. 


steady  wind  of  3-5  knots  is  best ;  winds  higher  than  7  knots  tend  to  dissipate 
the  chemical  agent  rapidly  and  incapacitation  time  is  reduced. 

(2)  The  jury  rig  system  (ref  (b)  2) is  composed  of  two  rocket, 
pods  (19  tubes)  lashed  to  the  cargo  deck  of  a  UH-1D  helicopter.  The  rocket  tube 
is  loaded  with  eight  grenades  and  manually  dispensed.  Rocket  pods  will  be  stag-  [ 
gered,  one  lashed  forward  and  one  aft,  to  allow  the  crew  members  freedom  of 

movement,  with  the  manual  plunger.  Tube  loading  for  this  system  is  eight  grenades 
per  rocket  tube  with  a  total  capacity  of  304  grenades.  The  system  is  employed 
in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  results  as  the  Troop  Landing  Smoke  Screen 
System;  however,  more  crew  training  is  required  to  obtain  optimum  results,  and 
more  time  is  required  to  load  this  system  as  no  loading  tray  or  tube  is  available. 
In  addition,  the  grenade  safety  lever  must  be  bent  outward  at  the  fuze  end  to 
insure  the  plunger  does  not  fall  and  activate  the  grenade  while  in  the  rocket 
tube,  or  the  grenade  fall  out  prior  to  arrival  in  the  objective  area. 

(3)  In  using  both  systems,  the  safety  pins  will  be  pulled  during 
loading.  Safety  pins  should  be  retained  in  order  to  resafety  the  grenades  if  all 
are  not  utilized.' 

d.  Employment: 

(1)  In  utilizing  either  system,  the  method  of  employment  will  be 
the  same.  Because  of  the  fuze  timing,  the  delivery  must  be  made  at  low  level 
altitudes;  therefore,  a  fire  team  escort  is  required  to  suppress  or  neutralize 
areas  of  hostile  fire  during  the  low  level  delivery.  In  addition,  an  K-3  or  M-5 
system  will  precede  the  chemical  dispensing  helicopter  firing  white  phosperous 
rockets  to  mark  the  objective  and  the  exact  drop  route.  The  smoke  produced  will 
aid  in  confining  the  chemical  agent  in  close  proximity  of  the  ground  in  the  object¬ 
ive  area,  and  insure  its  maximum  concentration.  If  multiple  pas  es  must  be  made, 
the  normal  hostile  fire  evasive  tactics  for  helicopters  will  be  executed. 

(2)  Protective  Mask  Utilization: 

(a)  Loading:  During  the  process  of  loading  and  arming  the 
system,  all  members  of  the  loading  team  will  wear  the  M-24  protective  mask  in 
case  of  any  unexpected  discharge  of  the  chemical  agent  being  prepared  for  delivery. 
Should  such  an  emergency  arise,  the  standard  "GAS"  alarm  will  be  sounded  so  as 

to  warn  others  who  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  loading  team. 

(b)  Masking  for  Delivery:  Prior  to  departing  the  staging 
area  enroute  to  the  delivery  area,  two  members  of  the  flight  crew  will  mask  in 
case  of  an  emergency  enroute.  (is  a  round  from  a  hostile  weapon  may  enter  the 
rocket  pod  and  ignite  one  or  more  of  the  loaded  grenades  ).  Prior  to  initiating 
the  low  level  pass  all  members  of  the  flight  crew  will  wear  the  M-24  protective 
mask. 


(c)  Unmasking:  At  the  termination  of  the  aerial  delivery, 
and  after  the  helicopter  has  gained  sufficient  altitude  and  is  up  wind  from  the 
drop  zone  the  following  unmasking  procedures  will  be  adhered  to.  The  gunner  will 
unmask  first;  if  any  of  the  chemical  agent  is  detected  he  will  inmediately  mask 
and  wait  for  a  fcrief  period  of  time.  If  none  of  tho  agent  is  detectable  the 
remainder  of  the  flight  crew  will  unmask  one  at  a  time  in  the  following  sequence, 
crew  cheif,  aircraft  commander,  ->nd  pilot. 


* 


(3)  This  SOP  is  designed  to  be  used  as  a  guide  and  a 
reference  from  which  future  employment  of  this  weapons  system  can  be 
expanded*  However,  the  rigging  of  each  system  as  outlined  in  paragraph^ 
results  in  the  optimum  concentration  and  time  spacing  of  this  delivery  system 


JOOST 
Lt  Col 


OFFICIAL: 

0 


SaUEHS 

S-3 


ni 


Hqs,  145th  Avn  Bn 
Bien  Hca,  RVi; 

15  i-pril  1966 

Annex  0  (Pathfinder  Detc.chi.ient)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Standard 
Operation  Procedure. 


1.  GENERAL:  The  mission  of  the  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detochnent  is  to 
provide  navigational  assistance  to  army  aircraft  and  to  organize  and 
expedite  the  loading  of  troops,  equipment,  and  cargo  of  the  supported  . 

unit. 

2.  PLANNING: 

a.  At  least  one  Pathfinder  Officer  will  accompany  the  Battalion  Liaison 
Officer  on  his  initial  visit  to  the  supported  unit. 

b.  Pathfinders  will  coordinate  with  the  ground  unit  commander  or 
his  disignated  representative  the  following: 

O  (l)  Loading  area 

(2)  Landing  formation  and  location  of  lead  eleient 

(3)  Tine  for  the  troops  t  be  at  the  loading  area 

(4)  Humber  of  troops  per  lift 

i  (5)  Number  of  troops  per  aircraft 

,‘c.  Pathfinders  will  prepare  and  conduct  a  briefing  with  diagrams 
of  the  pick-up  zone,  showing  as  a  minimum: 

(1)  Navigational  a^ds 

(2)  Landing  direction 

(3)  Lending  formation 

(4)  Obstacles 

'3  EXECUTION : 

/  a.  Staging  Area :  In  executing  airmobile  operations  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  will  stage  from  an  improved  landing  strip  or  helipad  normally 
the  SNjiluHi . 

(1)  During  dcy-light  operations  ^.'.thfindors  will  be  on  location 
to  indicate  by  arm  and  hand  signols,  radio,  or  smoke  touch  down  points 
of  flight  elements  and  individual  aircraft. 

(2)  During  night  operations  pathfinders  will  mark  the  four 
corners  of  tbs  area  with  blue  •blue  bag1*  lights.  The  touchdown  point  of 
the  lead  aircraft  of  'he  first  flight  element  will  be  indicated  with  a 
"T"  utilizing  five  amber  lights.  The  MTU  will  be  relocated  to  indicate 
touch  down  point  of  the  lead  aircraft  of  subsequent  elements. 

FOR  OFFICIAL  USE  ONLY 
. - 


b«  Pick-Up  Zones: 


(1)  Pathfinders  will  arrive  at  the  pick-up  zone  30-45  minutes 
prior  to  arrival  tine  of  the  first  flight  element. 

(2)  Pathfinders  will  direct  aircraft  by  radio,  smoke,  lights  or 
navigational  beacons.  Hand  and  am  signals  with  lighted  batons  will  be 
utilized  for  sling  loads  if  applicable. 

c.  landing  Zone:  If  requested,  the  pathfinder  team  will  accompany 
the  lead  flight  element  into  the  landing  zone  and  accomplish  the  following: 

(1)  Mark  the  touchdown  point  of  subsequent  lead  aircraft  by 
the  use  of  a  panel  or  smoke. 

(2)  Give  landing  directions  by  radio  to  inbound  aircraft. 

(3)  Remove  obstacles  or  mark  them  with  red  panels  or  lights  as 
time  permits. 

(4)  During  night  operations  mark  the  limits  of  the  LZ  with  blue 

lights. 

(5)  Assist  in  directing  fire  of  guns hips  in  the  event  the  LZ 
is  under  hostile  fire. 

d.  Extractions:  Pathfinders  will  be  utilized  in  extractions  to: 

(1)  Aid  the  supported  unit  in  the  rapid  loading  of  troops, 
equipment  and  cargo. 

(2)  Perform  all  the  duties  listed  in  para  3c  above. 

4.  ADI  IIIJISTRjiTIQN :  Stagefield  diagrams  will  show  areas  for  parking  of 
all  aircraft  flights,  gunships,  refueling  facilities,  rearming  facilities, 
avicnic3  and  maintenance  assistance,  C&C  airdraft,  VIP  areas,  and  aid 
station. 

5.  SIGNAL: 

a.  Upon  arrival  at  the  operational  area  the  air  to  ground  radio 
will  be  the  first  item  of  equipment  to  become  operational.  Air  to  ground 
ccmnunication  will  be  maintained  with  flight  elements  at  all  times. 

The  air  to  ground  radio  will  be  the  last  item  taken  out  of  operation. 

b.  Visual  communication  will  be  utilized  as  directed  in  preceding 
paragraphs. 
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Annex  P  (Landing  ^one  Preparation)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for 
Airmobile  Operations 

1«  Purpose:  To  define  the  numerous  variations  of  landing  zone  preparation 
available  to  both  the  Airmobile  Force  and  Air  Mission  Commanders  which  will 
enable  them  to  prepare  a  landing  zone  prior  to  a  heliborne  assault  without 
becoming  stereotyped  in  their  method  of  preparation. 

2.  Scope:  This  annex  will  explain  in  detail  the  various  methods  of 
landing  zone  preparation  available  to  the  Airmobile  Force  and  Air  Mission 
Coraaander, 

3.  General:  Landing  zone  preparation  techniques  are  based  on  the  premise 
that  the  harder  you  can  hit  the  enemy  prior  to  l&nding  a  heliborne  assault 
force,  the  more  disorganized  and  bewildered  he  will  bej  enabling  the 

air  landed  force  to  gain  an  easy  'foothold  once  in  the  landirg  x>ne.  Basic 
doctrine  for  such  tactics  is  very  sound,  however  continuous  repetition  of 
the.  same  technique  creates  stereotyped  operations,  thfib  eliminating  the 
flexibility,  fire  power  and  element  of  surprise  which  is  required  to  overcome 
the  defender.  The  inability  of  individuals  to  rapidly  react  to  the  unknown 
and  unexpected  creates  unrest,  chaos,  and  disorganization  which  in  itself 
opens  the  door  leading  to  immediate  and  continuous  success.  In  order  to  create 
an  atmosphere  of  unrest  and  fear  of  the  unknown,  new  and  different 
techniques  of  landing  zone  preparation  must  be  developed  which  do  not  in 
any  manner  follow  the  same  pattern  or  sequence  of  events. 

4.  Methods  of  Landing  ^one  Preparation: 

a.  Several  methods  of  landing  zone  preparation  have  been  developed  and 
used  in  the  past.  These  methods  have  included  the  use  of  several  different 
agencies  in  order  that  maximum  devistation  might  be  brought  in  and  around 
the  landing  zone(s)  in  a  minimum  amount  of  time. 

b.  Agencies  and  methods  to  be  discussed  in  this  annex  include: 

(1)  Tactical  Air  Power 

(2)  Artillery  Preparation 

(3)  Naval  Gun  Fire 

(4)  Strategic  Air  Power 

(5)  Araed  Helicopters 

(6)  Offensive  Fire 

(7)  Troop  Landing  Smoke  Screen  System 

(8)  MAD  (Mortor  Aerial  Delivery) 

(9)  Preparation  of  Dummy  Landing  Zones 

(10)  Feint 

c.  All  methods  included  in  this  annex  have  the  capability  of  disorganizing 
a  strong  Viet  Cong  force  in  such  a  manner  that  he  is  unable  to  react 
immediately  to  a  rapidly  changing  tactical  situation  and  thus  becomes 
decreasingly  effective  against  an  airmobile  combat  landed  assault.  The  "element 
of  surprise"  which  is  created  through  the  use  of  different  methods  of 

larding  zone  preparation  can,  if  effectively  employed,  become  a  major  asset 
to  the  ground  conaaonder. 

M/ 


The  flexibility  afforded  the  attacker  is  equal  in  combat  ratio  to  having  a 
unit  in  reserve  ready  to  react  on  a  moments  notice. 


(1)  Tactical  Air  Power:  This  agency  is  undoubtly  the  strong¬ 
est  of  our  "Strong  Right  Arms".  It  s'- capability  should  never  be  under¬ 

estimated.,  and  the  versatility  of  available  ordnance  allows  for  flexibility 

in 'any  plan  of  operation.  The  type  of  ordnance  and  method  of  drop  will  depend 
on  several  factors;  ie  disposition  of  troops,  type  of  landing  zone,  location  of 
landing  zone,  time  of  ccmbat  assault,  desired  effect.  The  tactical  air  power 
must  always  be  immediately  responsive  to  the  air  mission  commander  in  order 
to  adjust  to  the  rapidly  changing  situation  of  any  combat  environment. 

(2)  Artillery  Preparation;  Artillery  preparation  of  a 
landing  zone  is  undoubtly  the  oldest  and  most  used  by  the  ground  commander. 
However,  due  to  its  stereotype  employment  prior  to  anv  large  scale  operations, 
it  has  lost  it's  capability  of  maximum  devistation.  Variations  of  artillery 
barrages  and  concentration  must  be  utilized  at  different  times  end  places 

in  order  to  throw  the  Viet  Cong  off  balance  so  that  he  never  knows  "Exactly" 
when  or  where  the  combat  assault  is  going  to  occur.  Then  and  only  then  can 
this  support  agency  do  an  adequate  job  of  preparing  a  landing  zone  prior 
to  an  airmobile  combat  landed  assault. 

(3)  Naval  Gun  Fire:  Due  to  its  location  and  restriction 
of  movement,  naval  gun  fire  is  often  disregarded  as  an  available  source  for 
landing  zone  preparation.  However,  on  numerous  occasions  this  service  can 
be  used  veiy  effectively  to  prepare  several  likely  landing  zones,  thus 

causing  the  Viet  Cong  to  become  confused  as  to  which  landing  zone  would  actually 
be  chosen.  A  postive  means  of  radio  contact  with  the  vessels  involved  would 
create  an  atmosphere  of  direct  response  which  in  turn  can  be  utilized  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Air  Mission  Commander. 

(4)  Strategic  Air  Power:  A  classified  means  of  delivering 
mzadLmum  devistation  against  a  Viet  dong  force  fortified  in  or  near  a  proposed 
landing  zone.  Coordination  lor  the  use  of  this  agency  is  completed  at 

the  "J"  staff  and  MACV  level  of  command, 

(5)  Armed  Helicopters:  The  aimed  helicopters  within  eadh 

airmobile  company,  and  those  assigned  to  the  armed  helicopter  company  within 
the  battalion  give  to  the  commander  his  greatest  capability  for  immediate 
responsive  close  tactical  air  Hie  tactics  and  techniques  of 

employment  are  such  that  without  fail  a  single  command  from  the  command  and 
control  helicopter  can  bring  about  devastating  destruction  of  Viet  C0ng 
forces  present  within  the  landing  zone.  The  techniques  of  suppressive  fire 
developed  by  the  armed  helicopters  allows  preparation  of  the  landing  zone 

in  a  minimum  amount  of  time  with  the  capability  to  adjust  quickly  and 
accurately. 


(6)  Offensive  Eire:  A  technique  developed  by  the  battalion 
utilizing  all  of  its  available  armament  resources  to  create  a  "wall  of  steel" 
covering  known  or  suspected  Viet  Cong  locations  and  at  the  same  time  sealing 
off  and  denying  him  the  use  of  likely  escape  routes.  Once  the  combat  assault 
force  has  been  airlanded  into  the  landing  zone  the  battalion  may  very  well 
execute  a  simulated  landing  into  a  dummy  LZ  utilizing  the  technique  of 
offensive  fire.  This  method  has  proven  very  effective  in  the  past  and  is 
an  excellent  means  by  which  the  ground  commander  can  receive  immediate 
close  air  support. 


(7)  Troop  Landing  Smoke  Screen  System:  The  use  of  chemical 
agents,  (ie  smoke,  CS,  CN)  to  "prepare  a  landing  zone  is  one  of  the  most 
effective  means  against  an-cneiywho  is  well  entrenched  around  a  proposed 
landing  zone.  The  value  of  this  system  has  been  proven  and  its  exact  usage 
and  criteria  for  delivery  is  contained  in  Annex  N  to  the  145th  Avn  Bn 
SOP  for  Aire ctile  'Operations. 


(8)  "MAD11  (Mortar  Aerial  Delivery);  The  ability  of  an  aerial 
platform  to  deliver  projectiles  into'  a  landing  zone  which  will  have  the  sane 
devastating  effect  as  a  mortar  Barrage  has  been  a  topic  of  study  and  discussion 
for  a  long  time.  Such  a  system,  as  unsophisticated  as  it  may  be,  has  been 
developed  and  proven  with  outstanding  accuracy.  The  "RAD"  system  gives  the 
ground  commander  the  capability  of  aerial  delivery  of  Slmm  mortar  rounds 
in  any  location  he  desires  to  prepare  for  the  introduction  of  combat  assault 


troops  and  provide  close  support  there  after.  This  system  can  be  used  .'in 
conjunction  with  any  one  of  the  above  mentioned  agencies  for  the  preparation 
of  landing  zones.  (Appendix  1.) 


(9) 

the  enemy  as  to  the 

introduced,  several  landing  zone  locations  may  be  prepared  by  Tac  Air,  Artillery 
or  a  combination  of  any  one  of  the  above  agencies.  This  preparation  must  be 
planned  and  executed  in  the  same  manner  as  the  actual  landing  zone  to  be 
/dsed . 

(10)  Feint i  During  the  conduct  of  an  airmobile  operation, 
whether  combat  assault  or  extraction,  the  use  of  dummy  landing  zones  is  very 
effective,  Enroute  to  a  landing  zone  the  flight  elements  may  descent  to  low 
level,  a  few  feet  above  the  ground,  And  give  the  impression  that  a  landing 
is  being  conducted.  By  executing  one  or  more  ofihese  maneuvers  enroute  to 
the  objective  area  it  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  the  exact  point  of 
touchdown  for  off  loading.  However,  it  is  imperative  that  prior  to  such  a 
maneuver  a  thorough  reconnaissance  be  conucted  in  the  areas  to  be  used  as 
feints.  AH  descents  and  climbs  must  simulate  those  of  the  actual  area  to 
be  used  for  the  combat  assault. 


Preparation  of  Dummy  Landing  Zones;  In  order  to  deceive 
exact  location  the  combat  assault  landed  force  will  be 
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HQs  145th  Avn  Bn 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 


Appendix  1  (Mortar  Aerial  Delivery)  to  Annex  P  (Landing  Zone  Preparation) 
to  145th  AVn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations 


1.  Purpose:  The  purpose  of  this  SOP  is  to  establish  procedures  and  furnish 
guide  lines  for  the  tactical  employment  and  aerial  delivery  of  81  ram  mortars. 

2.  General:  The  "MAD",  (Mortar  Aerial  Delivery)  weapons  system  has  the 
capability  of  augmenting  existing  methods  of  landing  zone  preparation,  conduct 
of  offensive  fires,  and  is  an  excellent  weapons  system  to  be  employed  against 
prepared  positions  and  concentrations  of  enemy  personnel.  It  is  a  highly  ver¬ 
satile  weapon,  which,  when  effectively  employed,  can  deliver  rapid,  devastating, 

accurate  ordnance  on  likely  areas  of  retreat,  avenues  of  approach,  or  supple¬ 
ment  harrassing  and  interdiction  fires  in  conjunction  with  ground  operations. 

The  "MAD1*  system  in  no  way  duplicates  or  parallels  the  prestrike,  or  land¬ 
ing  zone  preparation  and  close  air  support  mission  of  the  USAF  Tactical  Air. 
This  system  is  designed  to  provide  the  ground  commander  with  a  rapid  limited 
ordnance  delivery  capability  in  support  of  combat  personnel  engaged  with  the 
enemy. 

3.  Ordnance: 

a.  81mm  Mortar:  The  standard  81mm  mortar  round,  high  explosive,  is 
normally  delivered  frith  this  system.  The  selection  of  different  type  explosive 
ordnance  will  be  dictated  by  the  mission  and  the  requirement  of  the  supported 
ground  commander.  To  prepare  the  round  for  aerial  delivery,  the  propellant 
increments,  base  fuze  and  point  detonating  fuze  must  be  removed, 

b.  Fuze  Nose  Bomb,  M-158:  The  M-158  fuze  is  utilized  to  provide  safety 
features  in  flight  and  to  arm  the  warhead  after  its  release  from  the  aircraft. 

c.  Assembly  and  Storage:  The  M-158  fuze  replaces  the  point  detonating 
fuze  and  will  provide  arming  and  detonation  of  the  mortar  round.  The  fuze 
should  be  hand  tightened  to  the  mortar  round  prior  to  delivery,  A. five  foot 
strip  of  engineer  tape  is  secured  to  the  tail  fins  and  wrapped  30  that  it 
unfurls  freely  when  the  :roun&  is  released  from  the  aircraft.  The  engineer  . 
tape  is  required  to  provide  stabilization  during  free  fall  and  to  insure  the 
round  strikes  the  ground  nose  first.  Misfires  will  result  if  the  tape  is  not 
used.  After  the  assembly  of  component  parts,  the  rounds  will  be  stored, tail 
fin  down, in  a  wooden  box,  A  basic  load  of  mortar  rounds,  fuzed,  boxed  and 
prepared  for  flight  should  be  readily  available  for  aerial  delivery  in  the 
event  a  tqctical  situation  arises  requiring  the  use  of  this  ordnance.  Add¬ 
itional  rdund's-  should  be  available  with  the  base  fuze,  propellant  increments 
and  the  point  detonating  fuze  removed.  Care  must  be  exercised  to  keep  from 
bending  or  breaking  the  arming  propeller  during  handling  and  storage. 


d.  Mortar  Round  Racks  and  Preparation  for  Delivery:  A  locally 
fabricated  delivery  chute  is  used  to  holti  and  release  the  rounds.  The 
chute  is  wooden;  dimension  50"  by  19"  with  a  sheet  metal  or  tin  cover  on 
the  bottom  to  allow  the  mortar  rounds  to  slide  freely.  The  rounds  are 
loaded  laterally,  approximately  20  to  a  chute.  Two  chutes  are  utilizied,, 
one  cn  either  side  of  a  UH-1D  helicopter:.  Additional  boxes  of  prepared 
mortar  rounds  may  be  carried  inside  the  aircraft  for  reloading  in  the  air. 
Prior  to  drop,  a  release  door  is  opened  and  the  rounds  are  held  by  hand 

to  keep  them  from  sliding  out.  At  the  command  from  the  aircraft  commander, 
the  end  of  the  chute  is  raised  and  the  number  of  rounds  required  are  allowed 
to  slide  out.  Prior  to  delivery  or  enroute  to  the  objective  area,  the 
safety  wire  on  the  nose  fuze  will  be  removed  and  the  propeller  hand  turned 
one  or  two  revolutions  to  insure  freedom  of  movement.  Approximately  150 
revolutions  of  the  propeller  arms  the  fuze.  < 

e.  Aerial  Delivery:  The  flight  path  of  the  aircraft  will  be 
determined  by  the  geographical  orientation  of  the  target  area  or  by  the 
disposition  and  location  of  friendly  units  in  the  proximity  of  the  strike 
zone.  Flight  paths  will  vary  depending  upon  the  tactical  situation.  Flight 
altitudes  and  speeds  may  be  varied;  however,  more  practice  is  required  to 
obtain  accuracy  when  other  than  the  following  recommended  flight  altitude 
and  speed  is  used.  At  a  flight  altitude  of  2500 *  feet  absolute  and  an 
airspeed  of  60  knots,  the  rounds  are  released  when  the  aircrafts  foot 
pedal  attaching  bolt  is  aligned  with  the  target.  The  aircraft  commander 
gives  the  command  to  release  the  rounds.  Sensing  the  mortar  rounds  as 

they  detonate,  adjustments  for  target  sight  picture  and  wind  conditions  can 
be  made  and  greater  accuracy  will  result.  To  activate  the  fuze  once  it 
has  become  armed,  five  pounds  of  pressure  is  required.  Excellent 
results  have  been  obtained  when  this  weapons  system  is  employed 
against  targets  located  in  dense  jungle  areas  where  secondary  forest 
canopies  are  prevelent.  A  variety  of  targets  may  be  engaged  with  accuracy 
and  the  tactical  employment  of  this  weapons  system  is  unlimited. 

4.  Safety: 

a.  Storage:  A  storage  area  or  ammunition  bunker  will  be 
prepared  and  sandbagged  on  the  sides  and  t6p.  Two  compartments,  separated 
by  a  sandbag  wall  will  separate  the  basic  load  of  mortar  rounds  and 
extra  fuzes  from  the  prepared  ordnance.  Signs  indicating  explosive 
material  and  no  smoking  within  50  feet  will  be  displayed  on  all  four 
sides  of  the  ammunition  bunker,  A  raised  wooden  floor  with  adequate 
spacing  between  floor  boards  is  required  for  drainage  and  propter 
ventilation. 


b.  Handling:  The  basic  load  of  ordnance  must  be  stored  in 
wooden  boxes  to  allow  for  ease  of  handling  and  loading.  The  arming 
propeller  must  be  turned  over  150  revolutions  to  arm  the  round;  however, 
care  must  be  exercised  to  insure  t  hat  the  ordnance  is  not  dropped  or 
tlirown.  Miss  fires  will  result  if  the  fuze  is  bent  or  damaged. 

c.  Unexpended  Ordnance:  Upon  landing,  fuses  of  unexpended 
rounds  will  be  safetied  and  tagged  to  indicate  prior  preparation.  Proper 
planning  must  be  exercised  to  prepare  the  exact  number  of  rounds  commensurate 
with  the  mission. 
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d*  Defective  Ordnance:  Suspected  defective  mortar  rounds  or  fuses 
will  be  turtied  in  to  ordnance  disposal  personnel  for  destruction. 

1  Incl: 

2  Illustrations,  side  view  and  top  view  of  delivery  chute 
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Inclosure  1  to  Appendix  1  to  Annex  I  to  SOP  ,145th  Aviation  Bn 
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ANNEX  Q  (Night  Airmobile  Operations)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP 
for  Airmobile  Operations 


1.  Purpose?  To  establish  procedures  to  be  utilized  by  the  units  of 
this  battalion  during  the  conduct  of  Night  Airmobile  Operations* 

2,  General: 


a.  In  order  to  adequately  support  the  ground  connander  in  all  phases 
of  his  ground  tactical  plan,  it  is  necessary  that  the  aviation  battalion  be 
readily  capable  of  immediate  support  during  any  hour  of  the  day.  To  insure 
that  this  support  is  always  present,  it  is  necessary  to  establish  criteria 
for  the  conduct  of  airmobile  operations  during  the  hours  of  darkness  as 
well  as  daylight.  Many  of  the  procedures  for  the  conduct  of  night  airmobile 
operations  parallel  those  practiced  between  the  hours  of  BMNT  and  EENT, 
however,  a  different  technique  is  involved. 


b. 


The  items  which  will  require  more  attention  to  detail  include: 

(1)  Standard  Night  Formations 

(2)  Aircraft  Lighting 

(3)  Landing  Zone  Identification  Technique 

(4)  Staging  Area,  Landing  Zone  and  Extraction  Site  Markings 

(5)  Flight  Path  Vector  Techniques 

(6)  Communication  Procedures 


3.  Standard  Night  Formations:  Variations  of  the  standard  formations, 
as  illustrated,  may  be  employed  by  the  air  mission  commander  as  necessary 
to  adjust  to  the  tactical  situation.  Separation  between  helicopters  will 
be  a  minimum  of  100  feet  from  the  extremity  of  one  helicopter  to  another. 
The  basic  helicopter  formations  used  by  the  battalion  for  night  airmobile 
operations  are  as  follows: 

a.  Basic  Symbols  (Appendix  1) 

b.  Company  Staggered  Trail  (Appendix  2) 

c.  Company  Column,  Flight  in  V*s  of  Three  (Appendix  3) 

4.  Aircraft  Lighting:  In  order  to  utilize  the  cover  of  darkness  to 
mask  the  battalion  move  from  one  location  to  another,  a  minimum  amount 

of  lighting  is  desired  on  the  helicopter.  The  following  action  is  taken 
on  each  helicopter  prior  to  participating  in  night  airmobile  operations. 

Insure  that: 

a.  All  lower  position  lights  and  navigation  lights  are  taped. 

b.  Upper  navigation  lights  completely  taped  and  upper  position 
lights  taped  in  such  a  manner  that  the  inside  portion  of  the  light  can  be 
seen  only  from  above. 
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c.  The  lower  half  of  the  tail  ligjit  is  taped. 


d.  Landing  lights  and  search  lights  are  pre-set  in  case  of 
emergencies. 

e.  Minimum  cabin  lights  are  used. 

f .  Position  lights  are  place  in  the  "Steady-Dim"  position. 

g.  Grimes  light  (Rotating  Beacon)  is  off  at  all  times,  except 

when  a  change  in  flight  formation  is  desired.  At  that  time,  the  lead  aircraft 
of  each  flight  element  will  illuminate  the  retating  beacon. 

5.  Landing  Zone  Identification  Techniques:  Two  primary  means  are  used 
for  identifying  the  landing  zone  at  night.  The  armed  helicopter  company, 
organic  to  the  battalion,  is  responsible  for* the*  pre-strike- and  marking' 
of  all  landing  zones  during  a  battalion  size  combat  assault.  During  the 
prestrike,  instead  of  using  smoke  to  mark  the  touch-down  point  of  the  lead 
aircraft  of  the  first  flight  element,  a  candle  flare  may  be  dropped  at 
low  altitude  to  mark  the  location  of  the  most  forward  element.  Secondly 
night  LZ  illumination  can  be  provided  through  the  use  of  flares.  On  all 
battalion  operations  an  01-F  aircraft  is  airborne  to  act  as  radio  relay, 
weather  advisory  and  flare  ship.  Should  the  weather  conditions  and  tactical 
situation  dictate,  the  use  of  flares  is  most  desirable.  The  battalion  command 
and  control  helicopter  will  dictate  their  usage.  If  the  landing  zone  has 
been  pre-struck  in  such  a  manner  that  several  obstacles  are  within  the 
landing  area,  it  may  be  advantages  for  the  helicopter  of  the  first  flight 
element  to  use  its  landing  light.  This  is  not  recommended,  as  it  provides 
a  pin  point  target  for  the  enemy  around  the  LZ. 

6«  Staging  Area,  Landing  Zone  and  Extraction  Site  Marking: 

a.  Staging  Area: 

In  executing  a  night  airmobile  operation  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  will  stage  from  an  improved  landing  strip  or  location,  normally 
the  Snakepit.  This  location  will  be  marked  in  the  following  manner. 

(1)  The  four  corners  of  the  area  will  be  marked  with  blue 
"bean  bag"  lights. 

(2)  The  touch  down  point  of  the  lead  aircraft  of  first  flight 
element  will  be  indicated  with  a  "T"  utilizing  five  amber  lights. 

(3)  The  "T"  will  be  relocated  to  indicate  the  touchdown  point 
of  the  lead  aircraft  of  subsequent  elements. 

b.  Landing  Zone: 

(1)  The  lead  flight  element  in  a  night  airmobile  assault 
will  locate  the  landing  zone  either  by  reference  to  the  prestrike  conducted 
by  the  armed  helicopters  or  request  that  flares  be  dropped  from  the  overhead 
fixed  wing  aircraft  acting  as  a  radio  relay  and  vector  platform. 


(2)  The  pathfinder  team  will  accompany  the  lead  flight 
element  into  the  landing  zone  and  guide  subsequent  element  into  the 
landing  zone  by  the  use  of  lights,  strobe-light,  navigational  beacons 
or  radios.  The  standard  "T"  will  mark  the  touchdown  point  of  the  lead 
helicopter, 

c,  Extractions:  For  night  extractions,  the  pathfinder  team 
will  preceed  the  first  flight  element  into  the  pick-up  site  by  at  least 
30  minutes.  The  following  tasks  will  be  performed  prior  to  touchdown 
time. 

(1)  The  outer  limits  of  the  extraction  site  will  be  marked 
with  blu«  light# .  (Appendix  4) 

(2)  A  "T"  utilizing  ten  yellow  and  white  lights  will  be 
placed  just  forward  of  the  intended  touchdown  point  of  the  lead  helicopter. 
(Appendix  4) 

(3)  All  obstructions  within  the  boundries  of  the  extraction 
site  will  either  be  removed  or  marked  with  red  obstacle  lights.  (Appendix  4) 

(4)  Positive  radio  communication  will  be  established  with 
the  lead  flight  element  at  the  release  point  (RP) , 

7.  Flight  Path  Vector  Techniques:  Under  conditions  of  reduced 
visibility  or  inclement  weather,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  some  type  of 
vector  means  for  the  lead  flight  element  to  insure  that  the  proper  flight 
path  is  followed  inbound  to  the  landing  zone.  This  can  be  accomplished 
through  the  use  of  one  of  three  methods. 

a.  Vector  Control  Aircraft:  The  same  aircraft  used  for  radio 
relay  and  flare  drop  may  also  provide  vector  information  to  the  lead 
helicopter. 

b.  Radar:  If  the  landing  zone  to  be  used  is  within  a  25 
nautical  mile  radius  of  Saigon,  through  prior  arrangements,  Saigon 
Radar  will. vector  the  entire  flight  directly  to  the  landing  zone.  Ths 
lead  helicopter  must  have  a  fully  functional  IFF  (Identificrtion 
Friend  or  Foe)  Transponder  on  bo'rd. 

c.  Decca  Navigation: 1  System:  The  lead  helicopter  of  each 
flight  element  will  contain  a  fully  functional  Decca  Navigational  System. 
Proper  map  coverage  can  be  placed  in  the  system  prior  to  the  operation, 

and  a  preplotted  flight  path  will  lead  the  battalion  directly  to  the  landing 
zone.  NOTE:  "Night  Effect"  on  the  system  will  cause  scsne  inaccuracy 
depending  on  the  atmospheric  conditions. 
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8.  Communication  Procedures:  Primary  coanunications  between  flight 
elements  and  the  battalion  command  and  control  helicopter  will  be  UHF, 
Communications  among  the  aircraft  of  each  flight  element  will  be  company 
VHP  and  FM  frequencies.  All  communications  between  the  flight  elements 
and  pathfinder  will  be  on  FM.  Standing  Operation  Instructions  (SOI)  and 
signal  annexes  for  each  operation  will  dictate  primary  means  of  communications . 

ACKNOWLEDGE :  JOOST 

Lt  Col 

4  Annexes 
as 


OFFICIAL: 


2  3 


Appendix  1  (Basic  Symbols)  to  Annex  Q  (Night  Airmobile  Operations)  to 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  Tor  Airmobile  Operations. 
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Troop  Carrier 


Flight  Leader 


Armed  Helicopter 


Appendix 2  (Company  Staggered  Trail-Left)  to  Annex  Q  (Night  Airmobile 
Operations)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations 
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Appendix  3  (Company  Column,  Flight  in  V»s  of  Three)  to  Annex  Q  (Night 
Airmobile  Operations)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  SOP  for  Airmobile 

Operations. 
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Appendix  4  (Extraction  Site  Lighting)  to  Annex  Q  (Night  Airmobile  Operations) 
to  145th  Avn  Bn  SOP  for  Airmobile  Operations 


Red 


Blue 
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Hqs,  145th  Avn  Bn 
Bien  Hoa,  RVN 
15  April  1966 


Annex  Z  (Distribution)  to  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Airmobile  SOP 


2  each  unit,  145th  Avn  Bn 

3  II  Field  Forces  V 
3  Aviation  Brigade 

3  12th  Aviation  Group 
3  17th  Aviation  Group 
2  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division 
2  25th  (US)  Infantry  Division 
2  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade 
5  Deputy  Senior  Advisor  III  Corps 
1  USARV  Aviation  Officer 
1  USARPAC  Aviation  Officer 
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H34DQUJ8T2RS 
145TH  krUSJm  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco,  96007 

AVAW-?  9  February  1966 

SUBJECT:  Camanders  Combat  Note  No  1 

TO:  See  Distribution 


I  an  proud  to  have  been  designated  to  cr— and  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion.  This  organization  has  distinguished  itself  on  a any  occasions. 

It  enjoys  an  esteemed  reputation  and  has  set  the  paoe  for  oiher  similar 
units  arriving  in  Vietnam. 

I  intend  to  maintain  this  high  state  of  professionalism  while  being 
cognizant  that  we  are  all  first  and  foremost  ground  combat  qualified  and 
then  are  qualified  to  provide  aviation  combat  support. 

Army  Aviation  ha 3  changed  the  course  of  this  conflict  from  a  ground 
bound,  ambue’i- susceptible  slugging  match,  to  a  highly  mobile  and  flexible 
posture  that  has  teen  instrumental  in  keeping  the  Virrt  Cong  off-balance . 

Army  Aviation  is  providing  the  Free  Wcrid  i-’crcr  s  cn  offensive  capability 
which  is  confronting  the  Viet  Ceng  with  an  unpredictable  nemesis.  Ten 
are  writing  this  chapter  in  history. 

Wo  must  be  mindful  however,  that  our  enemy  carefully  studies  our  every 
move  and  attempts  to  predict  our  pattern  so  that  he  can  strike  our  weak 
spot.  We  must  not  be  complacent  with  our  past  successes.  We  must  constant¬ 
ly  strive  to  improve  our  techniques  and  procedures.  We  oust  also  be  efficient 
with  our  resources  of  manpower  and  materiel.  A  non-oonbat  lose  of  personnel 
and  aircraft  through  an  accident  is  a  score  for  our  enemy. 

This  battalion  is  an  integrated  team.  Although  basically  the  slick 
helicopter  crew  is  the  "bread  and  butter"  of  our  many  tasks,  the£  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  everyone  that  rakes  up  the  organization.  This  includes  the  gun- 
ships,  idiieh  provide  protective  fires,  to  the  maintenance,  avionics,  oper¬ 
ations,  mall  clerks,  cooks,  and  all  ethers  that  make  the  team.  The  success 
of  each  operation  is  the  result  of  a  contribution  from  each  team  member. 

Always  bear  this  in  mind! 

Kuaping  everyone  in  this  battalion  informed  is  one  of  ny  goals.  To 
this  end,  I  will  periodically  pifcliah  a  Commander' a  Combat  Note  which  la 
intended  to  be  disseminated  to  all  members  of  this  organisation. 

CLEAR  UR  AID  RID  HI 


DISTRIBUTION 
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Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Cmemaading 
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lil5TH  AVIATI 'N  DATTAU<W 
APO  San  Francisco j  9C227 


26  February  1966 


SUBJECT s  Commander's  Combat  Note  #2 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  Effective  immediately  I  desirt  that  the  word  ''SCRiUbLE0  be  stricken 
from  usa.^e  in  the  lbjth  Aviati  n  Fattali  >n  and  that  it  be  replaced  by  <SIEhCT- 


XON". 


U 


( 


2,  The  word  and  the  connotati  n  of  "SCRAMBLE"  implies  that  Haste  is 
of  primary  importance  and  that  safe  practices  and  procedures  are  rele  ated 
to  second  place.  Ibis  should  never  occur. 


3.  Another  implication  of  the  w.  rd  "SCltl'bLB"  is  that  it  is  licence 
for  a  careless  and  slipshcxJ  operation,  disregard  for  radiations,  an  \  actions 
based- on  emotion  rather  than  sound  Judgement. 


li.  In  all  our  missions  we  most  have  a  sense  of  urgency.  However,  this 
sense  of  urgency  must  be  tempered  by  a  deliberate  and  calculated  "REACTION” 
to  the  imraeebate  situation  and  never  be  overshadowed  by  unsafe  practices  or 
procedures. 

-  .  ,  I  '—^L  /  -  / 

H'RST  K.  JO0ST  ' 

Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Commanding, 


u, 


Dismbun^N 

"A*  Plus 

5  to  each  Company 
10  -  12th  /ivc  (roup 


HBADQUART31S 
li)5TH  iiVTATIv'N  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisc  ■,  9^227 
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AVAW-F  3  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  Commander1  s  Combat  Note  #3 


TO:  See  Distribution 


WEARING  CF  DECORATIONS  AND  AWARDS 


US  Army  Aviation  is  world  renown  for  its  mental  alertness  and  sharp 
military  appearance*  Whether  in  the  field  or  on  parade  we  take  a  back 
seat  to  no  one;  indeed,  Army  Aviation  is  "Above  All".  We  have  established 
ourselves  as  the  military  pioneers  of  our  modern  day  Army  and  in  the  case 
of  this  particular  Battalion,  we  have  "written  the  book"  on  airmobile 
warfare  in  Vietnam. 


It  is  every  soldiers  duty  to  uphold  this  reputation  and  reaffirm  it 
whenever  the  opportunity  arises.  Wear  your  uniform  properly  and  proudly. 

It  is  made  of  fine  material  and  represents  the  finest  nation  in  the  world, 
'■'ear  all  badges  and  decorations  properly.  You  have  earned  them  and  they 
represent  seme  of  your  accomplishments* 

Since  it  would  be  impractical  for  each  member  of  the  Battalion  to  seek 
out  the  appropriate  re  filiation  to  insure  that  he  is  wearing  his  bad res 
and  ribbons  in  the  proper  order,  this  note  is  published  so  thet  our  soldiers, 
when  they  wear  their  decorations  here  or  proceed  to  their  next  assignment, 
will  arrive  with  their  decorations  worn  in  the  proper  order. 


"FIRST  IN  VIETNiiM" 


1  Incl 

Chart  of  Awards 


DISTRIBUTION 
"A"  Plus 

5  to  each  Company 
I  NFC:  10  -  12  th  Avn  Group 
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HPRST  K.  JB ‘ST 


I»t  Oolonel,  Inf 
Commanding 


* 


Medal  of  Honor 

Distinguished 

Distinguished 

Flying  Cross 

Service  Medal 

*Silver  Star 

— 

Legion  of  Merit 

Distinguished 
Flying  Cross 

Soldiers  Medal 

Bronse  Star 

Air  Medal 

iv-  . 

Soirrt  Services 
Conmenl  ation 
Medal 

Arm  Commend¬ 
ation  Medal 

Purple  Heart 

- - - - 

Gosd  Conduct 
Medal 

American  Defense 
Service  Medal 

1 

1  tt-  .  -  - 

American 
Canpaign  Medal 

Asiatic  Pacific 
Campaign  MedaL 

.'European,  Afri¬ 
ca,  Mi  Eastern 
Campaign  Medal 

World  War  II  ! 

Victory  Medal 

Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion  Medal 

National  Defense 
Service  Medal 

Korean  Service 
Medal 

- - - 

Armed  Forces 
Expeditionary 
Medal 

Vietnamese 
Service  Medal 

Aimed  Forces 
Reserve  Medal 

_ 

Philippine 
Service  Ribbons 

Foreign 

Decorations 

United  Nations 
Service  Medal 

Other  Foreign 
Service  Medal 

*Ribbone  may  be  worn  on  bars 
of  three,  four  or  five 


Worn  on  pocket  if 
OB  and  aviators 
wings  are  worn. 

NOTES: 

1.  The  Distinguished  Unit  Bnblem  is  tern  centered  immediately  above 
the  right  breast  pocket* 

2.  The  Republic  of  Korea  presidential  Unit  Citation,  with  the  red  portion 
uppermost,  is  worn  imnediately  above  the  right  breast  pocket*  If  the  Distin¬ 
guished  Unit  Emblem  is  vttra  at  the  same  time,  the  ROKPUC  will  be  worn  closest 
to  the  center  of  the  wearers  body. 

3*  United  States  Medals  are  worn  in  the  order  earned* 

4*  The  order  of  precedence  is  always  from  left  to  right  as  you  face 
the  we«*rer. 

5*  Cross  of  Gallantry  if  awarded  as  an  individual  award  will  be  worn  in 
the  block  "Foreign  Decorations", 

6.  All  personnel  of  this  battalion  are  aUbhctised  to  wear  the  Vietnamese 
Cross  of  Gallantry  (as  a  unit  award)  over  the  right  pocket. 


cfSQ 


HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco,  9622? 


AVAW-F  4  March  1966 

SUBJECT*  Commander's  Combat  Note  No  #4 


TO*  See  Distribution 


*KLmsnmi%m  mmm 


1*  CAPTURED  VC  DOCUMENTS  ON 


-  .OCUHENTS  ON  l»g*«LTHOBME  TACTICS.  Recent  captured 

docuaents  verify  that  ihe  VC  are  studying  our  helfoorns  operations  closely 
and  are  training  to  take  the  best  defensive  measures  against  us.  Following 
are  excerpts  from  several  captured  docuaents.  The  contents  are  quoted  here 
to  keep  you  informed  of  VC  anti-heliborne  tactics  and  to  remind  each  of  us 
that  we  must  continue  to  be  flexible  in  our  planning  and  execution  of  our 
missions. 


a.  Anti-Aircraft  Organization .  In  each  village,  hamlet  or  crowded 
market,  the  VC  set  tp  an  air  warning  post  run  by  specialised  personnel  or 
the  Inhabitants  who  watch  on  a  rotation  basis*  When  the  aircraft  arrives, 
the  poet  occupants  beat  a  triangular  iron,  drum  or  tocsin  to  warn  the  VC* 

b*  Aircraft  Downing  Organisation.  If  the  condition  permits,  each 
village  will  organise  many  aircraft  downing  cells  of  3-4  men  each*  Sharp* 

8 hooters  are  selected  from  village  guerrilla  units  and  will  be  trained  on 
techniques  of  downing  aircraft,  using  organic  weapons.  In  case  of  emergency, 
those  who  have  weapons  can  fire,  but  are  not  to  fire  at  random  to  keep  troop 
locations  from  being  discovered. 

c.  Coyter-Hellborne  Operations.  In  hamlets  and  villages  or  areas 
having  open  «nSr  fields  "suitaDl*  to  air  drops  or  hellborne  landing  are 
all  covered  with  sharp  spikes  of  2-3  meters  high,  mines  and  booby  traps* 

In  addition,  fortifications  are  set  up  around  this  area.  Therefore,  when 
peretlrenpe—  amt'  helicopters  land,  the  VC  will  attack  both  paratroopers  and 
the  aircraft. 

tan  m.  WUM  «T.  <R.f«r.  to  173r<l 

a*  Before  the  operation,  the  US  conducted  air  reconnaieaanoe  on 
several  occasions  and  during  many  days  in  advance  in  order  to  observe  the 
terrain,  prepare  and  determine  the  operation  plan* 


»•  TM«r  Meres  and  ArtiUmry  went  Into  action  2  or  nor*  day* 
before  the  operation  started*  B-52  bombers  were  even  employed  to  soften 
the  area  from  30  minutes  to  1  hour  before  the  operation  started. 

c*  Helicopters  were  employed  to  land  troops  oil  one  \,r  more  LZs 
from  where  attacks  were  launched  in  several  directions.  Some  guerrilla 
cells  grasped  the  U.S  activity  schedule  (depart  from  the  landing  sons  in 
the  morning,  return  in  the  evening  to  change  clothes,  draw  sleeping  bags, 
and  rations  supplied  by  helicopters)  and  approached  US  bivouac  a  every  night 
to  attack  them  with  hand  grenades,  thus  inflicting  losses  upon  them  constant¬ 
ly  harrassing  and  frightening  than* 

d»  Thirty  to  forty  minutes  after  the  bombing  of  an  area,  (by  B-52s ) 
enemy  helicopters  would  land  about  2  companies  to  one  battalion,  lacking 
preparations  to  attack  enemy  helibome  troops  or  having  Inadequate  prepara¬ 
tion,  failing  to  be  determined  against  the  enasy  and  being  afraid  of  enemy 
fighters,  Quyot  Thang  unit  missed  2  opportunities  to  wipe  out  a  fear  enemy- 
companies. 


3.  « 
ional  Mine; 


( Direct - 


a*  The  P.H.  10  Mine  is  a  type  rf  mine  which  launches  its  fragments 
in  a  fixed  direction  and  is  very  effective  in  wearing  down  and  annihilating 
the  enemy  infantry  and  his  armored  vehicles  less  than  3  IK  thick.  It  Is 
also  efficient  in  destroying  and  exterminating  landing  heliooptere,  in 
neutralising  the  nnway  and  the  landing  tones  as  well* 

b*  Description.  It  is  30  CM  in  height*  It  looks  like  a  big  com¬ 
pass.  I*  container  is  made  of  tin*  Its  oumW  surface  contains  420  to 
450  steel  fragments .  Resembling  a  cylinder,  each  fragment  is  12Mf  in  dia¬ 
meter  and  12  MM  in  height*  In  its  center  of  gravity,  there  is  a  hole  in 
which  an  electrical  blasting  device  with  a  resistance  of  4  ohms  is  plugged 
in.  Da  combat  usage  this  mine  is  mounted  on  Its  quadruped*  Its  oonoavs 
surface  mid  its  axis  are  aimed  through  its  sight  directly  at  the  target. 

When  the  mine  is  exploded  its  fragments  scatter.  If  the  range  is  200N, 
fragments  will  be  scattered  within  a  circle  of  16  to  20  meters.  If  the 
range  is  $0  meters,  the  fragments  will  be  scattered  within  a  circumference 
of  4  to  5  m  in  diameter.  In  aach  square  meter  of  this  surface,  there  are 
5  fragments  per  average.  This  mine  can  be  laid  in  the  open  field  with  its 
concave  face  turning  upward-  to  prevent  enemy  choppers  and  paratroopers* 

In  this  case  as  well  as  in  the  case  of  setting  mines  in  the  friendly  defense 
perimeter  of  the  battle  ground  for  counter  operations,  the  electrical  wire 
must  be  buried  deep  in  the  earth  to  prevent  being  out  by  enemy  airs  trikes 
and  artillery  shells* 

"FIRST  W  VISIIWH" 


HORST  K.  J00ST 


It  Colonel,  3hf 
Commatdlng 
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145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  US  Forces,  $6227 

iVM’-FB  TRANSLATION  REPORT  4  March  x^66 

SUBJECT*  CCTaasaders  Combat  Notes  No  3 


TO*  See  Distribution 


1.  The  following  is  taken  from  USMnCV  SBC  Log  No  02-1090 «66,  S&fr.lt 
Translation  Report  c .  Enemy  Documents,  fox  your  information* 


— - - — - — - puxi  THANSI '  "ION — - - — — — — - ~ 

Page  i  of  original  text 

Grenade  Launching  Holea  Against  Helicopters,  Infantry  and  Vehicles# 
I*  Characteristics. 


These  holes  sire  used  against 

a.  Helicopters  landing  on  fieldu  and  olearlngse 

b.  Enemy  infantry  and  vehicles  during  their  sweep  operation#  on 
rough  terrain  and  clearings. 


II.  Form  and  bizs  of  the  Grenade  Launching  Holes. 

a.  60om  in  diameter. 

b.  6  Gore  in  depth. 

c.  Having  the  fora  of  a  funnel. 

III.  Equipment  Needed. 

a.  ji  senate  board,  5om  in  thickness  and  60<sa  on  each  side 

b.  A  1.400  kg  TNT  pack. 

0.  Detonator  Nr  Q,  electric  detoimtor. 

IV#  Deployment  Against  Helicopters, 
a*  Selection  of  Position* 

-  Select  open  spaces  where  uelioopters  can  land  *0  that  gcwiwwJaa 
Mill  not  wnoountar  any  obstacles  once  launched# 

-  Malta  several  holes  in  an  area  to  concentrate  the  fire  power  of 
grenade*  in  order  to  down  the  helicopters. 


-  Big  hole*  in  the  torn  of  a  triangle  or  parallelogram. 


1.  M$  *  mm  m»e  m*  *m  m  $$***&  m  u  to*m 

a  fimwl  Mto  &*0*  (iilw  «#  a  la$asU*  ossUftal  $»t}« 

&,  Ste*  the  SS?  paste  in  tfe*  M*  and  place  m>  *&§&&£#  *$&*»  U 

tta*  toft*  f 


~7T 


Subject*  Commanders  Combat  Notes  No.  9 

3,  Fill  the  bole  with  dirt  up  to  lOcro  from  the  board. 

4«  lay  from  10  to  1 6  grenade  on  the  board  then  pull  out  the 
safety  pins. 

5.  Link  the  elect***  wire  from  the  hole  to  the  place  of  the  man 
who  will  blow  the  min^  from  200  to  300  Betel's.  It  will  not  tn  broken 
when  SVNkF the  landing  field. 


Derive  2  nails  at  7<ss  from  each  other  to  keep  the  grenade  in  place. 
Lay  grenades  on  the  board  between  t)  nails. 

Full  out  the  safety  pin  when  the  V  rd  has  been  put  over  the  hole 
and  grenades  placed  between  the  nails* 


0  Q  it 

O  O 

yT)  0  CL. 

rV  (n  (<J  ft. 


rxa ioloj 


b«  ft  tick  Gr^ade  primer). 

Nails  nrvst  be  driven  in  the  beard  the  srne  way  as  In r  KK2  grenades. 

The  wooden  stick  must  protrude  leas  from  the  board. 

Plant  stoke  1.2  meter  from  the  board  and  fasten  the  grenade  'sticks 
to  the  stake  by  wire.  (When  the  mine  explodes,  grenades  will  be  thrown  up¬ 
ward  and  dispersed  -  They  will  explode  in  the  air  because  their  primers* 
tied  to  the  wire,  have  been  pulled  ; - - - j  / 

_ i  ip- ; i  YpOif 

v-.Ji!  r~~~ - 1  * 


•j  r:ot- 

3:—\  •; — t  rT5-i  ' 

U  y  ID=J 

'  f  ; 


Once  everything  is  ready,  cover  the  grenades  and  board  with  grv?o 
aM  dirt  gathered  from  surrounding  area.  (This  camouflage  is  similar  to 
that  for  nines).  Luring  camouflage,  one  should  pay  attention  not  to  cover 
the  holes  with  too  much  gr&ae  and  dirt  and  not  to  make  the  grenade  spring 
up  front  tha  bo.°rd. 


3  person*  -  One  digs  the  hole  and  the  other  two  fasten  grenade 
sticks  to  the  stake. 

These  men  are  provided  security  and  warned  by  guerrilla*  or  their 
oonra-ift®  itk-ara»« 


v'wvuw  *«V  fTIO  «V»  ^ 


3.  Mil  the  hole  with  dirt  up  to  10c®  from  the  board. 

4.  ley  from  10  to  16  grenade*  on  the  board  then  pull  out  the 
safety  pins. 

5.  Link  the  electric  wire  from  the  hole  to  the  place  of  the  man 

who  will,  blow  the  mine,  from  200  to  J00  meters.  It  will  not  be  broken 
when  the  olear  the  landing  field. 

METHOD  OF  tLJlIKG  TO  FASTEN  GDgNaDES  TO  THE  30*70 

a.  M2  Grenade. 

Drive  2  nails  at  7om  from  each  other  to  keep  the  grenade  in  plaoe- 
Lay  grenades  on  the  board  between  the  nail a « 

Still  out  the  safety  pin  when  the  board  has  been  put  over  the  hole 
and  grenadas  placed  between  the  nails. 

. 

I  ~  \J  U  11 

O  O  -3 

C.)  *"'* 

/o  (9  :? 

I  _  j 

b.  Stick  Grenade  (primer). 

Hails  muat  be  driven  in  the  board  t^e  same  way  aa  for  M2  grenades. 
Tha  wooden  stick  must  proti  1e  1cm  from  the  board. 


Plant  stake  1.2  meter  from  the  board  and  *'&s  ten  the  grenade  sticks 
to  the  stake  by  wire.  (When  the  mine  explodes,  grenades  will  be  thrown  up~ 
ward  and  dispersed  -  They  will  explode  in  the  air  because  their  primers, 


tied  to  the  wire,  have  been  pulled  out. 

*  *  ( 


\ 

,-»•  1 


•inn 

■  V  !J  J 

:  f-L  | 


*  b  - 

9  P 


4 


7 


7/ 


Camouflage . 


everything  is  ready,  cover  the  grenades  and  boards  with  graas 
and  dirt  gathered  from  surrounding  area.  (This  camouflage  la  similar  to 
that  for  mineo).  During  camouflage,  one  should  pay  attention  not  to  cover 
the  hole*  with  too  much  grass  and  dirt  and  not  to  make  the  grenade?  spring 
up  from  tho  .board. 


c.  Qr^ssation  of  th-  grpaado-plapttng  wli. 

3  persona  -  One  digs  the  hole  and  the  other  two  fasten  grenade 
•sticks  to  the  stake. 


These  men  are  provided  security  and  warned  toy  guerrillas  or  their 
..^"adao— 


HEADMASTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  US  Forces,  ^622^ 


AVAW-EB  4  March  19 66 

SUBJECT i  Commanders  Combat  Notes  No*  6 


TO*  See  Distribution 


1.  Contained  herein  are  extracts  from  translations  of  documents 
captured  by  units  of  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  during  "Operation  Crimp" - 
They  lend  some  insight  into  the  mental  attitude,  morale,  and  tactical 
doctrine  of  the  men  we  are  fighting. 

2.  Circumstance  of  capture*  Unit*  1st  Bn  RAP./l73rd  Airborne  Brigade 

Date*  11  Jan  66  Area*  XT  650280 

FULL  TRANSLATION 

"For  the  past  few  days  the  enemy  has  been  launching  air  and  artillery 
action  against  our  area,  sowing  destruction  and  confusion  among  the 
civilians  and  revolutionary  forces.  Recent  information  from  high  level 
disclose  that  the  enemy  will  launch  a  sweep  operation  against  the  area 
bordering  and  the  villages  within  our  base  area,  as  of  6  January  1966. 

This  action  will  be  launched  by  the  .Americans  and  puppet  troops,  the 
latter  being  the  main  force  and  the  Americans  the  backbone. 

H.151  hereby  informs  the  various  places  of  the  abovs  news.  The 
following  emergency  measures  must  be  taken  tonight* 

l/  Check  countarsweep  positions,  landing  strips,  trenches  and  fox- 
holes.  Insure  that  continuous  fighting  oan  be  performed. 

2/  Deploy  village  guerrilla  foroeB  along  countersweep  positions 
respectively  assigned  to  them  and  organise  the  civilian  forces  for  on- 
the-spot  political  struggle  and  active  military  proselyting. 

3/  Frequent  liaison  and  reports  to  the  predetermined  places,  such 
as  agencies  above  end  below  Route  7,  must  be  made. 

4/  Check  all  grenades,  mines,  (booby  traps)  launching  pads,  planted 
grenades ,  and  ammunition  for  fierce  and  continous  countersweep  action. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  note,  addressees  must  immediately  carry  our 
plans  along  the  above  mentioned  lines  but  with  speoifio  measures  appropriate 
to  each  local  area.  This  must  be  done  without  delay  tonight  and  secreoy 
must  be  insured  to  avoid  sowing  confusion  among  the  civilians  who  might  then 
evacuate  the  area*  it  would  not  benefit  us." 

3.  Circumstance  of  capture*  Unit*  B/l/503 

Date*  120700  Jan  66  Area*  Xt  647297 

"Have  spent  four  days  in  tunnel.  About  8  to  9  thousand  American 
soldiers  were  in  for  a  sweep-operation.  The  attack  was  fierce,  in 
the  last  few  days.  A  number  of  underground  tunnels  collapsed*  Some 
(of  our  men)  were  caught  in  them  and  have  not  been  able  to  get  out 
yet.  It  is  not  known  what  have  beoome  of  sisters  BA,  BAf ,  HONG  HANH 
and  TAN  HO  in  these  tunnelB.  In  their  attempt  to  provide  security 
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SUBJECT*  Command ers  Combat  Notes  No.  6  I 

for  the  agency ,  TIM  and  NT  were  killed.  Their  bodies,  left  unattended  1 

and  deteriorated,  have  not  been  buried  yet.  In  the  afternoon,  one  of  | 

our  village  unit  members  crying  to  stay  close  to  the  enemy  for  recon-  1 

naissance  was  killed  and  his  body  has  not  been  recovered.  > 

Fifteen  minutes  ago,  enemy  jets  dropped  bombs »  houses  collape'ed  j 

and  trees  fell.  I  was  talking  when  a  rocket  exploded  2  meters  away  I 

and  bombs  poured  down  like  a  torrent.  j 

We  should  fight  them,  we  should  annihilate  them,  you  (US  soldiers)  | 

will  have  no  way  out...  j 

% 

It  is  always  dark  before  sunrise,  after  cold  days,  warm  days 
will  come ...  j 

The  most  tiresome  moment  is  when  one  moves  up  a  hill.  One  musT 
rise  up  disregarding  death  and  hardships,  determined  to  defeat  the  j 

American  aggressors. 

Oh ■  What  hard  days,  one  has  to  stay  in  tunnel,  eat  cold  rice 
with  salt,  drink  unboiled  water l  However,  one  is  free  and  feels  at  ease. 

4.  Circumstances  of  capture*  Unit:  2nd  Bn/503 »  173rd  Lbn  Bde 
Date*  11  Jan  66  area*  XT  657275 


SUII'LuEYj 

"The  following  are  extracts  from  a  notebook  which  was  written  in  Chinese, 
no  identification  of  writer  or  time  period. 

-The  important  targets  have  to  be  destroyed  are*  airport,  ammunition 
storages,  wharfs,  fire-arms  and  cars  concentrated  places,  important  American 
Offices,  ministry  of  National  Defense  etc... 

-The  men  have  to  be  killed  are*  American  officers,  soldiers  and  tech¬ 
nicians,  the  MPs,  High  Vietnamese  personnel,  US  Messes  and  camps  etc... 

Every  time  when  the  enemy  is  careless,  we  must  attack  them  immediately 
so  we  have  to  prepare  weapons  and  always  make  plans  in  mind. 

-i  good  example  (how  to  kill  enemies)  in  1953 »  the  Viet  Minh  made  fire 
on  the  French  ammunition  storage,  hundreds  of  French  were  putting  out  .the 
fire,  a  bomb  exploded  and  killed  them  all.  (Enemies  had  double  casualties). 

-Steal  the  enemies'  weapons  to  kill  them. 

-T1?o  strong  poison  needles  to  kill  Lmeri  tans  who  walk  alone  in  the 

str  ot. 

-Find  a  place  to  hide  grenades  all  around  the  target  which  we  plan  to 
destroy,  (.avoid  danger  of  transportation.) 

-How  to  keep  secret  about  orgeinaation  systems?  Do  not  say  anything 
to  parents,  friends  and  relatives. 

-Make  secret  signals  to  comrades. 

-Learn  by  heart  all  streets  e^teoially  ama/p  streets  around  the 
house  and  the  district  you  live  in. 

-  .hen  walking  in  the  street  with  weapons,  send  a  comrade  to  go  before 
you  1,0  see  if  there  is  any  polioemaiu 
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-In  the  street  or  in  a  crowd,  don't  say  he  lid  to  any  comrades  you  meet. 

-Always  pay  attention  1 0  see  if  there  is  someone  following  you,  from 
time  to  time  bend  down  to  fasten  your  shoe-laces  or  'look  at  the  shop-windows, 
"Keep  secret  about  the  activities". 

-Don't  tell  the  whole  plan  to  your  comrades,  only  to  thone  who  are  in 
charge  of  work. 

-First,  prepare  a  secret  place  to  store  fire-ax.  3,  then  t  saf  but 
secret  place  for  comrades  to  take  shelter. 

-Second,  make  clear  the  secret  signals  of  advancing,  fighting  ^nd  re¬ 
treating. 

-Disguise  the  important  documents  carried  on  you  so  that  e\  th ?  enemies 
can't  find  them. 

-Never  v  oe  real  names:  For  things,  replace  by  othej.  word;,  such  as: 
fish  in  water  means  enemy  nips,  sparrow  means  aircrafts,  crabs  mear  car  • 

There  are  many  other  tfays  to  teach  comrades  to  dupe  the  enemj." 


5.  Circumstances  of  c  ptu-s*  Unit:  2nd  3n/505,  17Jra  An  Tie 
Date:  11  Jan  66  Area:  XT  657275 

FULL  TRANSLATION 


SUMMARY: 

"Personal  letter,  written  in  Chinese,  containing  the  following  .  ain 
points: 


-a  youth,  he  did  not  want  to  be  drafted,  bo  under  the  introduction 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Vvong,  he  was  led  by  him  into  ';he  Liberated.  Area  to  be¬ 
come  a  member  of  VC. 


-uUther:  Chinese  named  King-Chiang  possibly  Liddlo-High- School 
education  perhaps  lived  in  Cholon  written  on  7  May  65  in  Liberated  .urea. 


~The  last  paragraph  "...we  must  bear  all  the  hardship  tc  win  over  the 
American  imperialist." 
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HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
ABO  San  Francisco,  96227 

AVAW-F  5  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  Commander's  Combat  Note  jf] 


TO:  See  Distribution 


SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  21  FEBRUARY  TROUGH  3  MARCH  1966 

1.  During  this  period  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  in  addition  to 
moving  to  Bien  Hoa,  conducted  nine  major  airmobile  operations,  two  of  which 
were  conducted  in  one  day.  Our  armed  helicopters  opercvting  at  night,  account¬ 
ed  for  18  sampans  or  boats  sunk,  one  of  which  was  carrying  VC  troops  and  ex¬ 
plosives,  15  sanpans  were  damaged,  and  5  VC  huts  were  destroyed.  On  23  Febru¬ 
ary,  armed  helicopters  of  the  197th  Aviation  Conpany  were  responsible  for  the  VC 
withdrawal  from  an  attack  on  an  ARVN  compound  when  they  brought  fire  to  bear 

on  the  attackers, 

2.  This  battalion  supported  the  2d  Brigade,  1st  U.  S,  Infantry  Division, 
on  21  February,  during  Operation  MASTIFF,  by  conducting  six  combat  assaults  with 
three  infantry  battalions,  into  two  landing  zones,  15  Kilometers  southeast  of 
Dau  Tieng,  Forty-four  troop  carriers  and  32  gunships  were  employed.  Enemy 
snail  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  received  during  the  Landings,  Air¬ 
craft  damage  was  slight.  Suppressive  fire  from  armed  aircraft  placed  on  enemy 
positions  was  responsible  for  decreasing  the  volume  and  intensity  of  VU  fire, 

3.  On  22  February  this  battalion  airlifted  a  regiment  of  the  10th  ARVN 
Division  from  An  Lie,  vicinity  of  Xuan  Loc,  and  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
43  KM  to  the  South,  near  Binh  Gia.  Thirty  UH-lD's  and  17  UH-lB's  (armed)  were 
employed  in  the  operation.  No  air  or  artillery  preparation  of  the  LZ  was  used 
in  order  to  achieve  surprise  during  the  landing,  and  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  setting  tile  dry  grass  which  covered  the  LZ  on  fire.  The  gunships  of  the 
197th  Aviation  Company  lod  tho  npiy  by  a  few  minutes  and  placed  accurate  add 
deadly  fire  on  the  treeline  which  encircled  the  LZ.  The  initial  assault  was 
accomplished  with  no  enemy  fire  on  the  LZ,  The  gun ship  preparation  however, 
started  the  grass  burning  in  the  LZ,  The  smoke  and  fire  became  intense  which 
necessitated  the  subsequent  lifts  to  be  diverted  to  an  alternate  LZ.  The  re¬ 
sponse  on  the  part  of  all  elements  was  immediate  when  modifications  in  plans 
were  made  from  the  battalion  oonmand  and  control  aircraft.  Gunships  diverted 

to  the  new  LZ  and  began  to  place  fire  on  suspected  areas.  The  troop  carriers 
modified  their  formation  while  airborne  to  ooapensate  for  the  new  conditions 
on  the  LZ.  Between  lifts,  Air  Force  tactical  air  placed  strikes  on  eneny  ground 
fire  along  the  helicopter  flight  routes,  which  had  begun  to  become  active.  This 
operation  demonstrated  the  flexibility  of  airmobile  operations  by  being  able  to 
adjust  to  changing  conditions  with  a  minimum  amount  of  radio  transmission  from 
a  single  oonmand  element.  It  also  demonstrated  the  team  work  inherent  in  the 
gunships,  troop  carriers,  and  Air  Force  Tactical  air. 


4.  The  2i  Brigade,  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division  was  extracted  from  tw>  land¬ 
ing  Bones  by  this  battalion  on  25  February,  employing  31  UH-lD  helicopters  and 

17  armed  helicopters.  These  troops  were  lifted  back  to  Dau  Tieng  prepared  to  be 
re-commitbafl  to  another  a,  'moble  assault,  foamy  small  arms  and  automatic  wea¬ 
pons  fire  was  received  by  flight  elements  in  the  vicinity  of  the  extraction 
zones.  Three  aircraft  hits  were  sustained. 

5.  The  morning  of  26  February  found  this  battalion  assembling  20  troop 
carriers  and  14  armed  helicopters  tc  airlift  elements  of  thei  25th  ARVN  Division 
and  assault  two  landing  zones  located  15  KM  Northeast  of  Ben  Luc  in  order  to  con¬ 
duct  search  aid  destroy  operations  against  Viet  Cong  forces,  supplies  aid  in¬ 
stallations.  Ground  fire  was  received  and  one  aircraft  hit, 

6.  At  1700  hours  that  evening,  the?  battalion  lifted  elements  of  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  into  one  landing  zone  into  war  zone  D,  1 1  KM  Northwest  of  Bien 
Hoa.  This  assault  was  designed  to  commit  a  reaction  force:  into  a  blocking 
position  to  entrap  a  VC  main  force  element,  that  was  being  engaged  by  the  para¬ 
trooper  elements  previously  lifted  into  the  -area,  foemy  fire  was  received  from 
mine ro us  locations  around  the  assault  LZ  as  the  troop  helicopters  landed.  Two 
aircraft  received  damage.  During  the  extraction  one  UH-lD  troop  carrier  from 
the  11 8th  Aviation  Company  experienced  a  flame  out  mid  was  successfully  landed 
without  damage  in  a  rice  paddy  in  the  vicinity  of  the-  operational  area.  A 
night  recovery  of  the  downed  ai  rcraft  by  a  CH-47  helicopter  va3  executed.  This 
latter  accomplishment  demonstrated  the  teamwork  that  we  have  developed  in  accom¬ 
plishing  any  mission. 

7 •  Sarly  in  the  morning  of  28  February,  a  main  force  Viet  Cong,  estimated 
to  be  a  regiment,  attacked  and  ever an  the  ARVN  secured  town  of  Vo  Xu  located 
east  of  Vo  Dat  in  the  Sice  Bowl  area.  At  0455  hours  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion 
was  alerted  to  provide  a  rapid  reaction  airmoble  capability  to  reinforce  the 
friendly  forces  in  Vo  Xu.  By  0630  hours,  forty  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  17  UH-1B 
armed  aircraft  were  on  runway  alert  at  Bien  Hoa,  Vung  Tau  and  Tan  Sen  Nhut.  All 
aircraft  and  crews,  were  assembled,  briefed  aid  organized  for  combat  by  1730 
hours.  One  Ranger  Battalion  was  airlifted  from  Due  Hoa  and  positioned  at  Vo  Da*. 
Another  was  lifted  from  Bao  Trai  and  positioned  at  Vo  Dat.  Another  ARVN  Raiger 
Battalion  was  than  lifted  from  An  Loc  and  an  airmoble  assault  conducted  south 
of  Vo  Xu.  Cne  of  the  Ranger  Battalions  positioned  at  Vo  Dat  next  conducted  an 
assault  on  the  sane  LZ.  Those  assaults  were  designed  to  entrap  aid  intercept 
the  VC  that  had  attacked  Bo  Xu  earlier  in  the  day.  Thrw  aircraft  were  hit  by 
enemy  ground  fire,  [Xiring  the  assault,  one  troop  carrier  aircraft  experienced 
a  hard  landing,  and  could  net  be  flown  out  of  the  LZ.  Immediate  action  was 
taken  to  prepare  the  aircraft  for  liftout.  A  CH-47  helicopter  arrived  and  within 
seconds  snatched  the  aircraft  out  of  th»  LZ.  This  recovery  was  performed  with 
such  speed  that  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  tactical  plan  of  the  ground  ele¬ 
ments,  This  day's  operation  proved  on  several  occasions  u.at  Army  Aviation 
elements  are  more  responsive  to  rapid  reaction  than  are  the  ground  elements. 
Planning  for  the  conduct  of  the  operatic*!  was  accomplished  in  the  cockpit  by 
commanders  and  staff  while  flying  *0  assembly  areas.  Short,  standardized  brief¬ 
ings  and  mission  type  orders  are  the  key  to  rapid  reaction. 

8.  Ch  1  March,  3/503  Inf  Battalion,  173rd  Airborne  Brigade,  was  extracted 
from  thoir  operational  area  in  War  Zone  C,  to  the  Brigade  base.  Three  lifts 
were  conducted  employing  twenty-eight  UH-lD  and  thirteen  UH-lB  (armed)  heli¬ 
copters.  Hostile  ground  fire  was  oncumtorcid  Haring  ’the  ’lift  odt. 

9.  In  the  early  morning  of  2  March,  the  battalion  again  assembled  its 
elements  for  an  airmobile  assault.  Thirty  UH-lD  trt>op‘ carriers  and  eighteen 


armed  helicopters  were  employed.  This  time  elements  of  the  25  th  ARVN 
Division  were  lifted  from  Trang  Bang  and  Cu  Chi  to  assault  three  landing  zones 
11  KM  South  of  Tay  Ninh,  adjacent  to  the  Cambodian  border.  All  three  landing 
zones  were  prepared  by  tactical  air  strikes  and  armed  helicopters,  however, 
light  to  moderate  authomatic  and  semi-automatic  enemy  weapons  fire  was  encount¬ 
ered,  Gunships  and  tactical  air  was  placed  on  this  ground  fire.  One  troop 
carrier  was  hit.  During  the  airmobile  assaults  an  air  observer  detected 
approximately  IjO  VC  fleeing  west  toward  the  Cambodian  border,  Gunships  gave 
chase  and  worked  the  area  over  with  their  weapons,  "'amage  to  the  VC  is  un¬ 
known. 

Ib.  On  the  last  day  of  the  reporting  period,  3  March,  this  battalion 
conducted  an  airmobile  assault  with  elements  of  the  10th  ARVN  Division  south 
of  Baria,  immediately  adjacent  to  the  sea  coast.  Twenty-seven  UH-lD  and  25 
UH-13  armed  helicopters  were  employed.  Trcop  pick-up  was  from  a  road  north 
cf  Baria.  Four  lifts  completed  the  operation.  Light  to  moderate  hostile  fire 
was  encountered  during  the  assault.  Armed  helicopters  and  tactical  air 
strikes  worked  over  these  enemy  locations  during  and  between  lifts.  No  air¬ 
craft  hits  were  sustained. 


11.  In  addition  to  these  operations  this  battalion  provided  norm'll 
command  and  liaison,  administrative  and  logistical  support  for  III  ARVN  Corps. 

12.  A  wrap-up  for  the  period  is  as  follows: 

-  A  total  of  5,5ii7  U,S.  and  ARVN  forces  were  committed  in  airmobile 
assaults.  Extractions  of  forces  from  areas  of  operations  consisted  of  1,525 
U.S.  Forces.  Repositioning  of  639  ARVN  troops  was  accomplished. 

-  The  total  sorties  flown  was  6,118  for  a  totau  of  2,192  flying 

hours. 

13.  This  was  a  full  period  and  all  members  of  this  battalion  are  to  be 
congratulated  for  their  accomplishments.  Added  congratulations  must  gc  to 
the  maintenance  personnel  who  have  knot  us  AB(7.~E  ALL. 

lit.  In  the  area  of  civic  action,  which  I  feel  is  as  vital  as  combat 
operations,  this  battalion  is  making  great  strides.  In  addition  to  our  heavy 
operations  schedule  for  the  period,  the  Ht5th  Aviation  Battalion  was  active 
in  the  areas  cf  Community  Relations,  Educations  and  Training,  and  Roalth  and 
Sanitation.  A  total  of  $VN  16,020  was  collected  by  the  197th  Aviation  Company 
to  purchase  baby  beds  for  a  Saigon  orphanage.  Officers  and  enlisted  men  from 
A/501st  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  Ij  one-hour  English  classes  for  the  Bien 
Hoa  National  Felice.  Members  of  the  113th  Aviation  Company  continued  to  pro¬ 
vide  support  to  a  Bicn  Hoa  orphanage  in  the  form  of  320  lbs  rice,  100  lbs  of 
peanuts,  powdered  milk,  cocking  oil,  condiments  and  various  cleaning  products. 
In  addition,  two  doctors  visited  the  Leprosy  colony  for  the  purpose  of  treat¬ 
ing  patients.  Letters  received  by  members  of  the  68th  Aviation  Company 
indicate  that  local  drives  in  their  hometowns  are  making  progress  and  dona¬ 
tions  for  distributj on  to  the  loc’l  populace  will  be  forthcoming. 
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AVAW-f®  11  March  1966 

SUBJECT s  Commanders  Combat  No*:  as  No  8 

TO  1  See  Distribution 


1*  The  handling  of  classified  material  is  extremely  important  to 
the  successful  accomplishment  of  our  mission.  Almost  every  aviator  cones 
in  contact  with  classified  material  every  day,  and  because  of  this  daily 
routine  it  is  easy  to  become  oomplacent  and  forget  its  importance.  This 
is  especially  true  with  SOIs  and  operational  orders.  An  added  hazard  to 
our  handling  of  classified  material  is  that  at  tines  it  must  be  used  dur¬ 
ing  flight.  Open  windows  and  doors  of  aircraft  are  an  invitation  to 
loose  papers . 

2.  1  want  to  emphasize  very  strongly  the  145th  aviation  Battalion 

policy  that  SOIs  will  be  carried  on  the  person.  They  will  not  be  set 
down  on  the  console  while  flying.  The  aviator  who  will  be  tuning  the 
radios  is  the  aviator  who  should  have  tho  SOI.  Carrying  SECRET  documents 
in  the  aircraft  is  discouraged  as  much  c s  possible.  Only  when  operational 
requirements  demand  wi_i  SECRET  documents  be  carried. 

3«  Another  natter  of  security  is  voice  communications  over  the  tele¬ 
phone  and  especially  over  the  radios.  Attompting  to  double  talk  or  talk 
around  a  subject  to  transmit  a  message  is  useless.  If  you  can  succeed  in 
getting  the  message  translated  to  idiom  you  arc  talking  you  have  also  in¬ 
formed  the  VC  listening  in  on  your  conversation.  W©  knew  for  a  fact  the 
VC  nonitor  our  UHF  and  Hi  radios.  We  have  brevity  codes,  map  coordinate 
codes,  and  call  sign  codes.  Use  these  properly  and  consistently. 

4*  Security  is  tho  responsibility  of  every  member  of  this  command. 

I  enjoin  eaoh  oon _anbcr  to  stress  periodically  the  safety  of  handling 
classified  material#  Ccesuuid  emphasis  of  this  natter  will  deny  our  enemy 
access  to  information  and  material# 


"FIRST  IN  VIETNAM" 
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AVAV7-F  13  March  1966 

SUBJECTS  Commander’s  Combat  Note  Number  9 


TO:  Sec  Distribution 


SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  h  MARCH  THROUGH  11  MARCH  1966 

This  week  the  11:5th  Aviation  Battalion  accomplished  a  variety  of  combat 
and  combat  support  missions  which  contributed  significantly  toward  beating 
victor  Charlie. 

The  battalion,  or  elements  thereof,  conducted  three  multi-ground  battalion 
airmobile  assaults  or  extractions;  two  airmobile  assaults  in  which  company 
sized  ground  elements  wore  employed;  and  one  airmobile  company  reinforced  the 
lift  cf  another  aviation  battalion. 

The  197th  Aviation  Company,  in  addition  to  providing  their  normal  armed 
reconnaissance  and  marking  of  LZ's,  and  armed  escort  for  all  airmobile  oper¬ 
ations,  sank  6  sampans  and  damaged  9  sampans  by  their  lightning  Bug  operations. 

The  7Uth  Aviation  Company  conducted  h2  radio  relay  missions,  30  command 
and  liaison  missions,  26  artillery  centre!  missions,  2  flare  missions,  and 
one  psy-war  mission. 

The  battalion  effort  on  the  VC  score  board  for  this  week  is  as  fellows: 

An  estimated  5 8  VC  killed,  a  body  count  of  36  VC  killed,  27  structures 
destroyed  and  20  damaged,  and  31  sampans  destroyed  and  31  damaged.  This  one 
week's  toll  is  a  ocmmcndable  figure.  It  is  especially  significant  when  it  is 
realized  that  seme  ground  combat  units  of  brigade  size  can't  match  this  claim. 

On  h  March,  the  118th  Aviaticn  Company,  reinforced  by  A/501st  Aviation 
Battalion,  supp'  rtci  the  1st  Aviation  Battali  n  with  15  UK-lD  troop  carriers 
and  6  armed  helicopters  to  lift  h0$  troops  ;f  the  5th  ARVN  Division  Iron 
Lai  Khe  into  an  opc.rati.nal  area  Northeast  of  Fhu  Loi. 

On  5  March,  the  118th  Aviaticn  Company  reinforced  by  A/501st  Aviation 
Battalion,  cmnlcyed  11  troop  carriers  and  li  armed  helicopters  to  lift  111 
troops  cf  the  1st  Rdc,  1st  U.S.  Inf  Biv  from  a  pick-up  site  fifteen  kilo¬ 
meters  N  rth  of  Tan  Uycn  into  a  landing  zone  at  Tan  Uyen.  In  the  afternoon 
the  same  ground  element  was  lifted  back  to  its  original  departure  point. 

A  majr  operation  was  conducted  by  this  battalion,  reinforced  by  aviaticn 
elements  „.f  the  1st  U.S.  Infantry  Division  on  6  March  1966.  The  unit  being 
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supported  was  the  2£th  ARVN  Division.  Fifty  UH-lD'  troop  carriers,  27  UH-lB 
armed  helicopters,  and  2  Ol-D  fixed  wing  aircraft  were  assembled  to  execute 
this  operation.  The  plan  was  tc  extract  four  infantry  battalions  frem  two 
pick-up  sites  twelve  kilometers  South  of  Tny  Ninh  during  the  hours  of  dark¬ 
ness,  and  conduct  two  combat  assaults  into  two  landing  zones  four  kil one tors 
Southwest  of  Cu  Chi  at  daybreak.  Due  to  a  dense  ground  fog  in  the  pick-up 
area,  the  pick-up  had  to  be  delayed  until  later  in  the  miming.  Eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  ground  troops  conducted  the  assault.  Moderate  automatic 
weapons  fire  was  encountered  during  the  landing,  resulting  in  one  helicopter 
being  hit.  The  fires  of  the  organic  gunships  of  the  airmobile  companies , 
and  of  the  197th  Aviation  Company  were  placed  eti  this  enemy  fire  which  served 
to:  suppress  it.  Armed  helicopters  committed  tc  support  the  ground  battle 
also  tc.ck  a  toll  of  nine  structures  destroyed  and  eleven  damaged.  During  the 
airmobile  assault  cf  the  last  ground  elements,  a  group  of  10  VC  were  spotted 
fleeing  the  area.  Gunships  of  the  197th  immediately  over  the  spot  and  opened 
fire.  The  result  -  eight  VC  killed  and  two  possibles.  Body  count  was  con¬ 
firmed  by  ground  elements.  It  is  worthy  to  note  that  we  had  some  frustrated 
crews  when  they  realized  that  their  mission  didn't  permit  them  to  land  and 
recover  the  VC  weapons.  It  is  also  regrettable  that  weather  conditions  did 
not  permit  the  night  extraction  and  dawn  assault  to  be  executed  as  planned. 

As  the  tactical  situation  permits,  it  is  intended  in  the  future  to  conduct 
mere  night  operations . 

At  lliliO  hours  cn  8  March,  a  CIDG  company  conducting  search  and  destroy 
operations  10  kilometers  West  of  T?y  Ninh  was  attacked  and  surrounded  by  an 
estimated  two  company  si^e  VC  force.  The  118th  Aviation  Company  (reinforced) 
was  assembled  fer  a  reaction  operation  .and  flown  tc  Tay  Ninh.  There  they 
picked  up  200  troops  of  the  25>th  ARVN  Division  and  airlifted  them  into  an 
eporati  .nal  .area  to  reinforce  the  CIDG  unit.  This  operation  again  demon¬ 
strates  the  flexibility  and  rapid  response  capability  of  h^liccptcr  units. 

From  the  time  the  alert  was  received  by  the  Battalion  Operations  Center,  until 
troops  were  landed  in  the  operational  area,  •  nly  10£  minutes  had  elapsed. 

This  is  nr.  amazingly  sh:rt  time  considering  that  the  aircraft  had  to  be  re¬ 
called  from  ether  missions. 

The  last  large  operation  of  the  period  was  conducted  cn  9  March  when  two 
battalions  of  the  173r  ’  Airborne  Brigade  assaulted  an  operational  area  deep 
into  War  Zeno  D,  16  KM  East  cf  pheuc  Hen.  During  the  troop  carrier  lift3, 
ten  attached  CH-ij7  helicopters  lifted  Ul  sorties  of  artillery  and  supplies 
into  the  operational  .area.  Five  lifts  cf  the  fifty  assault  helicopters  were 
required,  to  com- lute  the  airm. vomer, t  of  the  greund  elements.  Twenty-seven 
armed  helic.  pters  ;  revided  air  escort  an',  suppressive  fire  support.  Auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire.-  was  receive  !  by  flight  elements  enreuto  to  the  operational 
area  and  ani;>cr  fire  was  encountered  in  the  landing  zone.  One  aircraft  was 
hit. 

During  the  period  the  lb5th  Aviation  Q  cttali  :n  provided  administrative 
and.  combat  support  to  the1  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division,  173rd  (US)  Airborne 
Brigade  and.  Ill  AR”N  C>rps. 

Opcrnti  nal  statistics  for  the  period  are  os  fellows; 
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Rotary  Wing:  Total  Sorties  -  Lt,9li8 

Total  Flying  Hours  -  1,818 

passengers  Flown  -  f>,9 8A 

Fixed  Wing:  Total  Sorties  -  22A 

Total  Frying  Hours  -  339 

The  aviation  company  of  this  battalion,  thus  far  not  mentioned  is  the 
68th.  In  its  silent,  modest  approach  tc  mission  accomplishment,  it  is  al¬ 
ready  flving  293  hours  over  program  for  the  month.  This  is  IQLt  hours  over 
the  next  highest  company.  It  also  has  cnc  aircraft  less  than  the  other  com¬ 
panies  . 

This  battalion  has  been  assigned  a  new,  unique,  and  challenging  mission 
which  will  enable  us  tc  operate  with  the  U.S.  Navy,  plans  are  bcina  devel¬ 
oped  at  this  time  and  more  information  will  be  released  as  the  project  devel¬ 
ops.  Captain  Prefer,  197th  Aviation  Company  has  been  assigned  as  the  Battal¬ 
ion  Project  Officer. 


SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTIONS 


During  the  period  units  of  the  battalion  were  active  in  the  areas 
of  Community  Relations,  Educaticn  and  Training,  Health  and  Sanitation,  Con¬ 
struction  and  Communications,  personnel  from  the  197th  Aviation  Company 
constructed  a  fence  within  the  An  I,ac  Orphanage,  along  with  organizing  a 
drive  tc  obtain  materials  to  repair  a  perimeter  fence  damaged,^  Cong* 

In  addition  the  officers  and  men  donated  A 00  pounds  of  cockles  ana  candy, 

1  case  of  body  soap  and  1/2  case  of  mosquito  repellent.  The  majority  cf 
these  cicnati  ns  were  sent  to  members  of  the  unit  fran  supporters  in  the 
United  States.  The  118th  Aviation  C-mpany  performed  loudspeaker  and  leaflet 
support  .(Ar  psych  logical  Warfare  operations  for  Vtice  of  America  for  a 
peri  a’,  cf  throe  hours.  Th>.  officers  and  men  also  donated  3,000  $VN  to  the 
Bien  Hon  Orphanage  along  with  300  pounds  of  ric£,  10  pounds  cf  sugar  and  1/2 
case  of  wash  soap.  Doctor  Altcmontc  attended  tc  the  sick  at  the  Orphanage. 
Members  cf  the  120th  Aviation  Company  continued  to  provide  support  to  the 
Go  Vap  Orphanage  in  the  form  of  $A7-50  HPC,  and  2,5hO  $VN,  one-hundred  bags 
of  cement  for  building  projects,  2  cases  cf  ccrnmoal,  A  cases  of  evaporated 
milk  and  6 0  pounds  of  beans.  Captain  Vurster  from  the  129th  Med  Dot  surveyed 
the  health  needs  at  the  orphanage  and  concluded  that  the  children  receive 
adequate  treatment  from  their  cwn  doctor.  A  conversational  English  class 
was  conducted  by  A/£01st  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  rien  Hca  National  police*, 
Coordination  has  been  made  with  the  MACV  Sector  Advisor  to  sponsor  a  New 
Life  Hamlet  in  the  Ho  *Jai  Refugee  area.  Many  units  work  in  this'  area  but  with 
80,000  refugees  and  more  arriving  cadi  day,  there  is  a  tremendous  opportunity 
to  help  in  the  traditional  American  spirit.  Our  first  project  will  fc  to 
field  a  MEDCA?  team. 
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HOIST  K.  JCOST 
Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Commanding 


- 


HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco,  96227 


AVAW-F  17  March  1966 

SUBJECT:  Commander's  Combat  Note  #L0 


TO:  See  Distribution 


1.  Wearing  of  the  Combat  Army  Aviator  Badge  and  Combat  Aircraft 
Crewman  Badge  is  authorized  effective  this  date. 

2.  Criteria  for  wear  of  either  of  the  two  badges  is  receipt  of  five 
(5)  Air  Medals. 

3.  The  Combat  Army  Aviator  Badge  will  consist  of  the  standard  Arny 
Aviator  Badge  with  a  bronze  star  affixed  to  the  center  of  the  coat  of  arms. 

4.  The  Combat  Aircraft  Crewman  Badge  will  consist  of  the  standard 
Badge  with  the  bronze  star  affixed  to  the  center  v f  the  coat  of  arms. 

5.  The  Aircraft  Crevman  Badge,  to  be  worn  by  both  gunners  and  crew 
chiefs,  as  authorized  and  described  in  para  9.1c,  change  11,  AR  672-5-1, 
is  the  only  crewman's  badge  authorized  for  wear  within  this  Battalion. 

6.  It  is  my  desire  that  Commanders  screen  all  personnel  to  determine 
those  eligible  for  this  award  and  take  immediate  action  to  present  these 
awards  and  to  standardize  their  wear. 


"FIRST  IN  VIETNAM" 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt-  Colonel,  Inf 
Commanding 
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SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  11  MARCH  THROUGH  17  MARCH  1966 

The  Lb5th  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  six  major  airmobile  assaults 
this  week.  Four  of  these  major  operations  were  conducted  in  two  consecutive 
days.  Two  of  these  operations  were  rapid  reactions  requiring  recall  and 
assembly  of  aircraft  from  other  tasks. 

The  197th  Aviation  Company  killed  ii  VC  confirmed  by  body  count.  The 
company  also  destroyed  9  sampans  (one  being  35  feet  in  length).  Four  VC 
installations  were  destroyed  and  8  damaged. 

This  week  the  armed  helicopters  of  A/501st  Avn  Bn,  and  the  118th,  68th 
and  197th  Aviation  Companies  had  numerous  occasions  to  prove  their  worth 
by  protecting  the  troop  carrier  aircraft  and  the  ground  elements  they  were 
supporting.  The  gunners  cn  the  troop  carriers  also  had  several  opportun¬ 
ities  to  prove  to  the  VC  that  it  isn't  healthy  to  fire  at  a  helicopter. 

On  11  March,  the  lh5th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  assembled  at  the  for¬ 
ward  command  post  at  .0600  hours  to  receive  the  final  briefing  and  organize 
for  combat.  This  operation  was  the  second  airmobile  assault  conducted  in 
support  of  operation  "Silver  City* .  Fifty  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  thirty - 
one  UH-lB  armed  helicopters  were  committed  in  support  of  the  173rd  (US) 
Airborne  Brigade.  The  Battalion  combat  assault  landed  six  hundred  and 
fifty-six  troops  from  Bien  Hoa  into  the  landing  zone  eighteen  kilometers 
east  cf  Phouc  Hoa. 

Since  their  employment  into  this  area,  the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  has 
achieved  phenanenal  success  against  the  enemy.  At  last  count  (vhich  is 
incomplete)  for  operation  Silver  City  over  300  ancray  dead  have  been  counted, 
and  a  vast  store  of  arms,  documents,  and  supplies  have  been  captured. 

Two  major  operations  were  conducted  an  li*  March.  At  0935  hours,  two 
companies  of  the  ll*5th  Aviation  Battalion  (68th  and  A/5Glst),  attached  to 
the  11th  Aviation  Battalion,  landed  at  the  staging  area  two  kilometers 
north  of  Cu  Chi.  Twenty  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  six  UH-lB  armed  helicop¬ 
ters  were  committed  jn  support  of  the  25th  (US)  Infantry  Division.  Two 
hundred  and  seventy-two  troops  were  airlifted  in  two  lifts  fretn  the  stag¬ 
ing  area  into  the  operational  area  twelve  kilometers  southwest  of  Cu  Ca-» 
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Hostile  small  arms  and  semi-automatic  weapons  fire  was  encountered.  This 
was  the  first  airmobile  operation  conducted  in  support  of  the  25  th  (US) 
Infantry  Division  since  its  arrival  in  the  Republic  of  South  Vietnam. 

At  1100  hours  on  the  same  day,  fifty-two  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  twen¬ 
ty-nine  UH-lB  armed  helicopters  were  committed  in  support  of  the  25th  ARVN 
Division.  The  Battalion  flew  to  intermediate  staging  areas  located  at  Trang 
Bang  and  Tram  Vang  where  five  hundred  and  twenty  troops  were  loaded  and 
later  combat  assault  landed  into  an  operational  area  seven  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  Due  Hoa.  Light  to  moderate  small  arms  fire  was  encountered  during 
the  first  combat  assault.  The  Battalion  then  flew  to  Tan  An  and  Ben  Luc 
where  an  additional  five  hundred  and  twenty  troops  were  loaded  and  combat 
assault  landed  into  the  second  landing  zone  seven  kilometers  southwest  of 
Due  Hoa  and  airlifted  one  hundred  troops  from  that  location  into  the  seccnd 
landing  zone.  During  the  entire  operation,  one  aircraft  was  hit. 

At  0230  hours  on  15  March  the  11* 5th  Aviation  Battalion  reacted  immediate¬ 
ly  to  a  rapid  reaction  request  from  III  ARVN  Corps.  Under  the  cover  of  dark¬ 
ness  the  ll*5th  Aviation  Battalion  assembled  for  final  briefing  and  to  conduct 
final  organization  for  combat. 

The  flight  elements  departed  the  assembly  area  at  0620  hours  and  picked 
up  the  first  lift  of  troops  of  the  5th  ARVN  Division  at  Lai  Khe  during  dark¬ 
ness.  With  the  assistance  of  the  li*5th  Battalion  Pathfinders,  the  loading 
proceed/d  in  an  orderly  fashion.  At  dawn,  two  hundred  and  forty-six  troops 
were  combat  assault  landed  into  a  landing  zone  eight  kilometers  scuth,  south¬ 
east  of  =ten  Cat.  The  troop  carriers  then  returned  to  Bien  Hoa  and  airlifted 
an  additional  three  hundred  and  twenty  troops  into  a  second  landing  zone 
twelve  kilometers  south  of  Ben  Cat.  During  the  operation  the  197th  Aviation 
Company  was  responsible  for  evacuating  twolve  casualties,  destroying  four 
structures  and  damaging  eight  others. 

This  reaction  operation  was  initiated  with  the  purpose  of  reinforcing 
ARVN  elements  in  the  area  that  had  been  attacked  during  the  night.  The 
landing  areas  were  chosen  with  the  intent  to  block  the  enemy  and  destroy 
them.  During  the  landings  an  intense  amount  of  automatic  weapons  fire  was 
received  frem  the  south  eastern  edge  of  the  "Iron  Triangle".  Information 
was  relayed  frem  the  greund  elements  to  the  5th  ARVN  Division  Commander, 
located  with  the  11*5 th  Aviation  Battalion  commander  in  the  Command  and  Con¬ 
trol  aircraft,  that  the  ei:rlmy  was  in  fact  withdrawing  to  the  Iren  Triangle. 

It  was  determined  that  tactical  air  would  not  be  cn  station  for  at  least 
cne  half  hour.  The  D’-vision  Commander  asked  what  the  li*5t.h  Aviation  Battal¬ 
ion  could  do  to  engage  the  enemy.  He  was  informed  we  could  turn  all  guns  cn 
enemy.  As  the  last  elements  were  landed  in  the  assault,  the  order  was  given 
to  all  lh 5 t-h  Aviation  Battalion  elements  to  prepare  for  offensive  firing. 
Instructions  were  transmitted  while  companies  were  making  a  forming  turn  to 
echelon  the  Battalion.  Four  companies  consisting  of  a  total  of  37  troop 
carriers  and  19  gunshipj  were  spaced  cne  minute  apart,  echeloned  right  at 
an  altitude  of  1500  feet.  On  the  signal  of  the  lead  company  all  weapons  of 
the  gunships  and  slicks  fired  into  the  suspected  enemy  areas  along  the 
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eastern  edge  of  the  "Iron  Triangle".  The  width  of  area  covered  was  extensive, 
and  the  density  of  strikes  within  the  beaten  zone  was  awe^  m  .  It  is  frust¬ 
rating  not  to  know  the  extent  cf  damage  incurred  on  the  enemy.  It  is  certain 
that  we  caused  damage,  since  this  fire  covered  the  area  frcm  which  we  were 
receiving  automatic  weapons  fire.  A  total  of  seventy -eight  thousand  rounds 
of  7.62  ammunition,  three  hundred  and  fifty  2.75  inch  rockets,  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-five  rounds  of  liOMM  ammunition  were  expended  during  the  one 
firing  pass. 

At  0830  hours,  on  the  same  day,  the  li;8th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf), 
again  assembled  for  combat  in  support  of  another  airmobile  assault.  Forty- 
three  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  twenty-seven  UH-lB  armed  helicopters  flew  to 
intermediate  staging  areas  at  Cu  Chi  and  an  area  eight  kilometers  northwest 
of  Due  Hoa.  From  these  two  locations  four  hundred  and  ten  troops  of  the 
25TH  ARVN  Division  were  airlifted  in  one  combat  assault  into  the  operational 
area  six  kilometers  west  of  Due  Hoa.  Small  arms  and  semi-automatic  fire  was 
received  in  the  vicinity  of  the  landing  zone  and  one  of  the  attached  aircraft  - 
was  hit. 

On  16  March,  the  Ili5th  Aviation  Battalion  (Reinf)  reacted  immediately 
to  a  rapid  reaction  initiated  by  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division  in  support 
of  the  173rd  (US)  Airborne  Brigade.  At  0935  hours  the  Battalion  Operations 
Center  was  notified  of  the  rapid  reaction.  By  1200  hours,  twenty-eight 
UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  sixteen  UH-lB  armed  helicopters  had  been  recalled 
from  III  ARVN  Corps  support  missions,  assembled  at  the  forward  ccmmand  post 
and  lifted  two  hundred  troops  of  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division  (2nd  Brigade) 
into  a  landing  zone  twenty-two  kilometers  north  of  Bien  Hoa.  Throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  day  an  additional  twelve  hundred  and  thirty  troops  were 
lifted  frcm  Lai  Khe,  Long  Than  North  (Bearcat),  and  Phuc  Vinh  into  two  land¬ 
ing  zones  in  the  operational  area.  Due  to  the  immediate  requirement  for 
additional  support  in  the  second  landing  zone,  troops  were  repositioned 
from  one  landing  zone  to  the  other.  Small  arms  and  semi-automatic  weapons 
fire  was  encountered  in  the  vicinity  cf  the  landing  zones;  however,  there 
were  no  aircraft  hit.  Throughout  the  entire  operation,  the  flight  elements 
arrived  at  the  pickup  sites  prior  to  the  time  the  greund  elements  were  or¬ 
ganized  for  air  movement.  The  rapidity  with  which  this  rapid  reaction  was 
accomplished  indicates  the  flexibility  which  is  ever  present  within  the 
companies  of  the  Battalion. 

On  17  March,  the  68th  Aviation  Company  was  attached  to  the  11th  Aviation 
Battalion  to  support  the  25th  (US)  Infantry  Division  in  search  and  destroy 
operations  being  conducted  eight  kilometers  southeost  of  Tay  Ninh.  Ten  UH-lD 
troop  carriers  and  two  UH-lB  armed  helicopters  were  involved  in  the  operation 
which  was  stagod  from  phu  Loi.  One  hundred  and  twelve  troops  cf  the  2nd 
Brigade,  29th  (US)  Infantry  Division  were  airlifted  in  one  lift  and  combat 
assault  landed  into  the  operational  area. 

During  the  period,  the  7hth  Aviation  Company  c  -nducted  the  following 
missions: 


4. 
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AVAW-F 

SUBJECT:  c^nfiander' s  Combat  Note  Number  11  (Cont'd) 
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Command  and  Liaison  -  39  Air  Escort  -  21 

Radio  Relay  -  13  Visual  Reconnaissance  -  76 

Artillery  Adjustment  -  27  photo  -  1 

Air  Control  -  30  Forward  Air  Control  -  1 

S'irveillance  -  12  Logistics  -  5 

Luring  this  period  the  lb5th  Aviaticn  Battalion  also  provided  normal 
administrative  and  combat  support  to  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division,  173rd 
(US)  Airborne  Brigade  and  III  ARVN  corps. 

Operational  statistics  for  rotary  wing  aircraft  in  support  of  ccerations 
are  as  follows: 

Total  Sorties  -  1*221 

Total  Flying  Hours  -  1668 
passengers  Flown  -  6196 

Operational  statistics  fcr  fixed  wing  aircraft  in  support  of  operations 
are  as  follows - 

Total  Sorties  -  252 

Total  Flying  Hours  -  538 

Due  to  the  large  influx  of  new  aviators  in  the  Battalion  a  vigorous 
training  program  is  new  under  way  within  the  companies  to  insure  that  all 
newly  assigned  personnel  receive  a  detailed  and  thorough  standardization 
flight  check  prior  to  flying  on  III  Carps  aviation  support  missions, 

SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTIONS 

This  week  the  lb5th  Aviation  Battalion  accomplished  a  variety  of  Civic 
Actions  in  its  effort  to  expand  the  Civil  Affairs  program.  In  the  area  of 
commerce  the  Battalion  and  subordinate  units  provided  approximately  300  jobs 
for  the  local  populace  on  a  continuous  basis,  broken  down  as  follows: 


Bn  Hq  &  HHD 

-  30 

118th  Avn  Co 

-  70 

68th  Avn  Co 

-  50 

197th  Am  Co 

-  50 

7b th  Avn  Co 

-  28 

A/501St  Avn  Bn 

-  la 

The  68th  Avn  Co  relocated  201  ARVN  and  refugees  on  three  separate  oper¬ 
ations  conducted  in  the  Xuan  Loc,  Tanh  Ninh  area,  in  addition  they  trans¬ 
ported  3,500  lbs  of  food  and  personal  belongings  associated  with  the  move. 
Preliminary  planning  was  accomplished  with  U.S.  Advisors  at  Can  Co  for  the 
company' 8  sponsorship.  The  68th  has  also  extended  an  offer  to  help  the  Ao 
Phong  welfare  organization  when  assistance  is  needed. 

The  7l*th  accomplished  initial  coordination  with  the  phu  Loi  Civic  Actions 
Coordinator  and  it  is  anticipated  that  work  will  begin  very  soon.  Help  is 
needed  in  the. Education,  Community  Relations  and  Construction  fields. 
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AVAW-F 

SUBJECT:  Commander's  Combat  Note  Number  11  (Cont'd) 

The  118th  accomplished  Civic  Actions  in  virtually  all  areas.  One  hundred 
civilians  were  evacuated  from  a  village  in  the  Song  Be  area  that  was  supposed 
to  be  over-run  by  Viet  Cong.  At  the  same  time  two  gunships  evacuated  two 
civilians  that  needed  immediate  medical  attention.  Both  of  these  operations 
were  dene  under  extreme  hazardous  conditions  and  in  only  a  few  hours  duration. 
The  gunships  received  several  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  while  completing  the 
medical  evacuation.  Twenty-two  bags  of  rice  which  were  located  cm  a  search 
and  destroy  mission  in  the  operational  area  north  of  phu  Loi  were  lifted  to 
home  station.  The  rice  was  donated  to  help  relieve  some  financial  burden  of 
the  Bien  Hoa  Orphanage.  In  addition  the  officers  and  men  have  volunteered 
their  off-duty  time  to  help  construct  plywood  and  tin-lined  cupboards  at  the 
orphanage.  Donations  for  the  week  were;  Two  cases  of  jam,  50  cans  of  bread, 
12  lbs  of  sugar,  100  lbs  of  peanuts,  600  lbs  of  white  rice,  200  lbs  of  powder¬ 
ed  milk,  1  case  of  bath  soap,  1  dozen  wash  cloths,  15  tooth  brushes  and  tooth 
paste  packs,  6  dozen  diapers,  assorted  children's  clothes,  10  lbs  of  salt,  and 
2  cases  of  candies.  The  following  medical  supplies  and  cleaning  products  were 
donated  by  the  officers:  1  Case  of  chlorine  bleach,  1  case  of  insect  spray, 

1  case  of  auromycin  eye  ointment,  and  2  boxes  of  assorted  vitamins  to  fulfill 
their  daily  needs.  The  118th  also  flew  a  psychological  warfare  mission  for 
three  hours  duration.  During  the  mission  the  Voice  of  America  and  leaflets 
offered  the  words  of  freedom  and  safety  from  the  South  Vietnamese  Government 
in  the  Tan  Uyen  area.  Doctor  Altomonte  treated  patients  again  at  the  Leper 
Colony  for  various  illnesses  other  than  leprosy.  This  assistance  has  greatly 
helped  in  isolating  the  disease  and  has  lessened  the  suffering  of  those  af¬ 
flicted  with  leprosy.  SPi*  Amisano  has  been  giving  English  classes  to  the 
children  around  Cong-Ly.  He  is  affectionately  known  as  the  ’'teacher''  and 
this  kind  of  people  to  people  program  is  the  very  foundation  of  our  civic 
actions  here  in  Vietnam. 

The  197th  continued  to  provide  support  to  the  An  Lac  Orphanage  in  the 
areas  of  Health  and  Sanitation,  and  Community  Relations.  Donations  included 
1  case  of  body  soap,  5  lbs  of  tooth  brushes  and  tooth  paste,  1*0  lbs  of  flour, 
15  lbs  of  sugar,  and  20  lbs  of  candy.  Emphasis  is  being  placed  on  improving 
the  cleanliness  of  the  children.  Civic  organizations  in  the  U.S.  supporting 
the  197th  sponsorship  of  the  orphanage  have  indicated  that  80  lbs  of  clothes 
is  on  the  way  and  it  will  be  a  continuous  program  from  then  on. 

A/5CHst  Avn  Bn  was  active  in  the  areas  of  Community  Relations,  Transporta¬ 
tion  and  Education.  An  English  class  was  taught  for  the  National  police  of 
Bien  Hoa.  The  officers  and  men  donated  12,875  $VN  worth  of  clothes,  writ¬ 
ing  pads,  readers,  and  coloring  books  which  were  presented  to  the  catholic 
Orpnanage  of  Bien  Hoa.  On  13  March  two  helicopters  assisted  the  5th  ARVN 
Division  in  relocating  US  civilians,  bag  and  baggage,  from  Song  Be  to  Due 
Phoung.  Also  during  the  course  of  normal  missions  300  lbs  of  USAID  rice 
and  200  lbs  of  school  supplies  were  transported  to  a  remote  village  north¬ 
east  of  Song  Be. 

The  effort  to  expand  civic  action  activities  has  shewn  seme  real 
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progress  in  the  last  week  despite  the  loss  of  the  120th  Aviation  Company 
which  was  very  active  in  Civil  Affairs. 

i&JrbUuV^ 

HOIST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Colonel*  inf 
Commanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
AFO  San  Francisco,  96227 


AVAVJ-F  28  March  I966 

SUBJECT:  Commander's  Combat  Note 
Number  12 


TO :  See  Distribution 


SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  18  MARCH  THROUGH  24  MARCH  1966 

The  .145th  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  two  major  airmobile  assaults, 
and  two  extractions,  and  on  five  occasions  provided  aviation  reinforce¬ 
ment  to  other  units  during  the  period.  Included  was  re  iforcement  to 
the  II  Corps  and  IV  Corps  aviation. 

The  197th  Aviation  Company  sank  three  sampans  and  damaged  three. 

The  company  also  destroyed  two  V.C.  structures.  During  the  support  of 
the  25th  ARVN  Division,  three  aimed  helicopters  evacuated  14  ARVN  casual¬ 
ties. 


On  18  larch,  the  145th  Aviation  3attalion  employed  28  UH-1D  troop 
carriers  and  18  UH-1B  armed  helicopters  to  support  the  25th  (ARVN)  Division 
in  air  assault  operations  13  kilometers  southwest  of  Due  Hoa.  From  the 
staging  area  at  Due  Hoa,  595  troops  were  airlifted  in  three  successive 
assaults.  Light  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  was  encountered  on 
the  2nd  and  3rd  assaults.  Three  aircraft  were  hit. 

During  the  2nd  assault  ton  Viet  Cong  were  sighted  in  the  open 
400  meters  north  of  the  landing  zone.  Although  tactical  air,  organic  artil¬ 
lery  and  me r tars  were  available  and  could  have  been  used,  the  airrooilo 
force  Commander  took  advantage  of  the  flexibility,  fire  power  and  rapid 
response  of  the  ..mod  helicopters.  The  target  was  immediately  engaged  and 
neutralized  with  seven  Viet  Cong  estimated  killed. 

At  1620  hours,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  responded  to  a  rapid  re¬ 
action  notification  to  air  land  one  battalion  (317  troops)  from  the  25th 
(ARVN)  Division  to  reinforce  the  troops  that  had  been  air  landed  earlier 
in  the  day.  The  responsiveness  of  the  Aviation  Battalion  was  clearly  evident 
as  the  entire  *peration,  from  notification  to  termination,  took  only  one  hour 
and  thirty  minutes.  Moderate  ground  fire  was  received  from  the  vie ini cy  of 
the  landing  zone  and  two  aircraft  were  hit.  Thirty  one  ARVN  casualties  were 
evacuated,  under  fire,  after  the  assault  troops  were  landed.  Only  through 
the  close  covering  fire  provided  by  the  gunships  was  it  possible  to  remove 
these  casualties  without  losing  an  aircraft  t»  enemy  fire.  All  personnel 
participating  are  to  be  comnivtided  for  ttuir  courageous  behavior  in  the  face 


of  oneny  fire.  I  also  want  to  commend  Lieutenant  Holcomb,  ?4th  Aviation 

ouick+thinkiilg  and  actions,  whil*  flying  fixed  wing  cover  in 
support  of  this  operation. 


The  118th  Aviation  Company,  also  on  this  day,  coamitted  five  UH-1D  troop 
carriers  and  four  UH-1B  armed  helicopters  to  extract  46  ARVN  Special. 
from  a  site  25  kilometers  north  of  Suoi  Da,  in.  purport;  of  operrtXTfjn  makch 
MOLE  I. 


On  19  March,  Company  A/501st  and  the  118th  Aviation  Company  teamed  to¬ 
gether  to  extract  troops  of  the  1st  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  (US), 
from  a  site  20  kilometers  southeast  of  Phuoc  Vinh.  Ten  IiH-ID  troop  carriers 
and  two  UH-13  armed  helicopters  were  used  to  extract  112  troops  in  two  air¬ 
lifts. - 


The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  employed  seventeen  UH-1D  troop  carriers 
and  ten  UH-1B  armed  helicopters  in  support  cf  III  (ARVN)  Corps  missions  on 
20  March  1966. 

On  21  torch,  the  Battalion  supported  the  l?3rd  Airborne  Brigade  in 
Operation  SILVER  CITY  by  employing  thirty-three  UK- ID  troop  carriers  and 
eight  UH-1B  armed  helicopters  to  extract  1186  troops  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
Battalion,  503rd  Airborne  Infantry  in  six  air  lifts. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Battalion  supported  III  (ARVN)  Corps  with  twenty 
nine  UH-lD  troop ' carrior3  and' eight  OH -IB  armed  helicopters.  Three  hundred 
CIDG  troops  were  extracted  from  a  landing  zone  16  kilometers  north  of  Xom 
Cat  and  air  lifted  to  Bien  Hoa. 

Operation  SILVER  CITY  terminated  at  1635  hours  on  22  March,  as  the 
145th  Aviation  Battalion  employing  fourty  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  nineteen 
UH-1B  armed  helicopters,  extracted  six  hundred  and  ninety  troops  of  the  1st 
Battalion,  RAR  from  a  landing  zone  along  the  Song  Be  River.  In  addition  to 
the  troops,  the  aircraft  lifted  4.2  mortars,  several  Engineer  assault  boats 
and  other  crew-served  -weapons. 

The  flexibility  and  rapid  reaction  of  the  145th  was  proven  again  as 
the  Battalion  responded  to  a  late  request  by  the  ground  commander  to  depart 
the  staging  area  thirty  minutes  earlier  than  scheduled. 

Offensive  firing  highlighted  the  operation.  Seven  UH-1B  armed  heli¬ 
copters  conducted  offensive  firing  along  the  banks  of  the  Song  Be  River  op¬ 
posite  the  landing  zone.  The  refiffijiing  twelve  UH-13  armed  helicopters  were 
placed  in  support  of  the  ground  commander.  While  in  orbit  east  of  the  land¬ 
ing  zone  they  received  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from  a  location 
four  kilometers  east  of  the  landing  zone.  The  target  was  immediately  engaged 
and  neutralized. 

On  23  March,  the  68th  Aviation  Company,  reinforced  by  the  118th  Avia¬ 
tion  Company,  responded  to  a  rapid  reaction  request  to  sup^rt  IV  (ARVN) 
Corps.  Ten  UH-lD  troop  carriers  and  three  UH-1B  armed  helicopCu»s  air  lifted 
two  hundred  and  seventy  nine  troops  in  one  air  assault  and  four  extu.  •»/>-+.  ions 
in  the  vicinity  of  Muc  Hoa. 


1 


Three  UH-1B  armed  helicopters  from  the  197th  Aviation  Company  sup¬ 
ported  the  25th  (ARVN)  Division  at  Due  Hoa. 

On  24  March,  the  118th  Aviation  Company  reinforced  the  1st  Aviation 
Company,  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division,  airlifting  185  troops  with  five  UH-1D 
troop  carriers  in  five  combat  air  assults.  Enemy  fire  was  received  in 
vicinity  of  the  landing  zone. 

On  this  date,  A/501st  Aviation  Company  departed  this  station  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  aviation  of  the  II  Corps.  The  unit  departed  in  a  posture  pre¬ 
pared  to  operate  in  the  field  for  an  extended  period.  With  only  a  on.  ct 
warning,  aviation  again  proved  their  responsiveness  to  mssion  -  accomplish¬ 
ment,  when  this  company  moved  a  couple  of  hundred  miles  and  was  ready  to 
operate  on  arrival.  These  short  notice,  field  operations  will  beceme  more 
frequent.  Therefore,  all  companies  must  update  their  plans  for  such  con¬ 
tingencies. 

During  the  week,  the  74th  Aviation  Company  accomplished  the  following 


tasks: 

TYF£  MISSION  *  TOTAL  NbliPRR 

Visual  Reconnaissance  64 

Forward  Air  Control  2 

Radio  Relay  .20 

Surveillance  25 

Artillery  adjustment  21 

Naval  Vessel  escort  and  road  column  35 

Observation 

Command  Liaison  19 

Logistics  3 


Operational  st  ti sties  for  rotary  wing  aircraft  in  support  of  opera¬ 


tions  are  as  follows: 

Total  Sorties  4315 

Total  Flying  Hours  1551 

Passengers  Flown  5045 

Operational  Statistics  for  fixed  wing: 

Total  Sorties  229 


Total  Flying  Hours 


538 


This  week,  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  the  first  Combat  Crewman's 
Badges  were  awarded  to  Sergeant  Major  L.  A.  DuBrey,  the  Battalion  Sergeant 
Major,  and  SP5  Buster  R.  Timber lake,  crew  chief  for  the  Battalion  Commander's 
Command  and  Control  aircraft.  These  were  the  first  awards  of  the  many 
Combat  Crewman  wings  and  Combat  Aviator  wings  that  have  been  -  earned  by  rnenw- 
bers  of  this  Battalion.  Wear  these  wings  proudly. 

SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTIONS 

During  the  week  the  145th  Aviation  3attalion  Hq  &  Hq  Det  continued  its 
plans  to  expand  Civic  Actions  in  the  surrounding  communities.  Three  thousand 
pounds  of  Viet  Cong  captured  rice  was  donated  to  the  parish  through  the  chief. 
The  parish,  in  turn,  will  distribute  the  rice  to  refugees  who  are  unable  to 
provide  for  themselves.  In  this  category  there  are  many  blind,  incapacitated, 
ill,  and  elderly  refugees.  Approximately  one  hundred  adults  and  children 
observed  this  demonstration  of  good  will  which  will  do  much  to  foster  the 
Vietnamese-American  Relations.  On  Sunday,  several  officers  attended  Catholic 
Mass  at  the  refugee  village,  and  surveyed  the  school  needs.  Pictures  were 
taken,  and  information  gathered  to  send  hone  in  an  effort  to  solicit  home 
town  help. 

The  68th  Aviation  Company  was  active  in  the  civic  action  area  by  evac¬ 
uating  two  hundred  and  fifty  eight  ARVN  dependents  and  refugees  on  four 
different  operations  in  as  many  days.  One  of  the  evacuation  operations  was 
from  a  village  recently  over- run  by  the  Viet  Cong  on  two  separate  occasions. 
Incident  to  the  movement  of  the  dependents  and  refugees,  12,000  pounds  of 
foodstuff,  and  personal  belongings  were  moved. 

This  week  the  74th  Aviation  Company  obtained  volunteers,  written  material, 
and  classroom  spaces  to  teach  Conversational  English  classes  to  Vietnamese 
children  in  Phu  Cuong,  two  afternoons  each  week.  Two  volunteers  arc  aiding 
a  Regional  Pbrcos  Platoon  in  construction  of  new  living  quarters  in  Phu  Cuong. 
The  Platoon  presently  lives,  with  dependents,  in  two  crowded  buildings.  The 
officers  and  men  donated  condensed  milk,  fr-sh  milk,  canned  hams,  and  orange 
juice  to  a  local  school  t*  supplement  the  children's  diet.  For  construction 
at  the  school,  five  bags  of  cement  were  donated. 

The  118th  Aviation  Company  was  active  in  many  areas  of  civic  affairs. 

The  officers  of  the  118th  Avn  Co  donated  thirteen  dozen  "Dixie-Cups"  of  ico 
cream  to  the  Bie.n  Hoa  Orphanage.  The  celebration  was  a  complete  surprise  to 
the  children  who  gave  their  hardiest  thanks.  It  will  be  a  long  time  ' 

this  act  of  generosity  is  forgptten.  The  company  also  donated  the  following 
list  of  items  to  the  orphanage!  Flour,  sugar,  cases  of  cannod  food,  soap 
for  personal  use,  baby  night  shirts  and  assorted  children '3  clothing,  aalt, 
cooking  oil,  powdered  milk,  and  a  few  toys  of  various  kinds  donated  by  rela¬ 
tives  from  the  States.  Doctor  Altomonte  donated  anther  six  hours  work  at 
the  Leper  Colony  on  Sunday,  SP4  Amisano  again  donated  time  each  day  this  past 
week  to  teaching  the  children  on  Cong  Ly  Street  English  at  night.  The  classes 
ore  approximately  lA  hours  long  and  recently  a  couple  of  the  Bion  Hoa  National 
Police  also  attended . 

The  118th  Aviation  Company,  in  the  course  of  thoir  operational  missions, 
transported  a  total  of  250  lbs  of  modical  supplies  and  dressings  and  evac¬ 
uated  ten  civilians  from  Da  Thelgon  area  because  of  injuries  and  tuberculosis. 


77c 


Despite  the  fact  that  the  197th  Aviation  Company  was  engaged  in  moving 
from  Saigon  to  Bion  Hoa,  the  company  still  found  time  to  accomplish  civic 
actions  in  their  support  of  the  An  Lac  Orphanage.  The  company  has  already 
explored  the  possibility  of  supporting  a  boys  farm  in  the  Bien  Hoa  area 
that  is  affiliated  with  the  An  Lac  Orphanage.  Two  cases  of  body  soap  were 
donated  to  the  orphanage.  This  soap  was  a  gift  from  poo pie  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  response  to  a  request  for  support.  The  officers  and 
men  donated:  rice,  dried  beans,  cases  of  cherries,  cases  of  dehydrated 
potatoes,  cases  of  dehydrated  eggs,  cases  of  egg  noodles,  cases  of  jollo, 
a  case  of  orange  juice,  a  case  of  cocoa,  and  approximately  20  pounds  of 
clothing. 

A/501st  Avoation  Battalion  was  active  in  the  area  of  community  re¬ 
lations  and  education.  On  24  l&rch,  1500  pounds  of  Viet  Cong  captured 
rice  was  donated  to  the  Catholic  orphanage  of  Bien  Hoa.  Also  a  conversa¬ 
tional  English  class  w  s  taught  to  the  National  Police  of  Bien  Hoa. 


L(o 


HORST  K.  J00ST 
Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Connanding 
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145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
ABO  San  Francisco,  96227 

AVAW-F  1  April  I966 

SUBJECT:  Commander' s  Combat  Note 
Number  13 


TO:  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  25  MARCH  THHDUCH  1  APRIL  1966 

Business  was  slow  this  week.  Operations  consisted  of  company  aize 
or  smaller  elements  of  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  conducting  independent  . 
or  reinforcing  operations. 

The  score  for  the  197th  Aviation  Company  is  one  sampan  sunk  and  two 
damaged,  and  two  V.C.  structures  destroyed.  During  this  period  the  company 
moved  to  its  new  home  at  Bien  Hoa. 

From  25  March  through  27  March,  the  3attalion  provided  aircraft  in  sup¬ 
port  of  normax  III  Corps  (ARVN),  II  FFORCEV  and  KACV  missions. 

On  28  March,  the  68th  Aviation  Company  employed  nine  troop  carriers  and 
six  armed  helicopters  to  air  assault  with  454  CIDG  troops  into  three  landing 
zones  in  the  vicinity  of  TAY  NINH.  The  same  troops  were  extracted  on  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  raids.  Offensive  firing  highlighted  the  "Tiger"  Company 
operation  with  a  result  of  twenty  seven  VC  structures  destroyed,  twenty 
five  damaged*  and  two  sampans  3unk. 

« 

Company  A/501st  returned  from  a  four  day  reinforcement  mission  in  the  II 
Corps  area.  The  company  got  its  first  taste  of  operating  independently  under 
field  conditions.  Many  lessons  were  learned  from  the  move  while  conducting 
operations  in  an  environment  where  density  altitude  conditions  were  normally 
at  5000  feet.  Employing  ten  UH-1D  troop  carriers  and  five  UH-13  armed  heli¬ 
copters,  669  troop  and  nine  tons  of  supplies  were  lifted  in  sixteen  combat 
assaults  and  one  extraction. 

On  29  March,  the  Battalion  responded  to  a  rapid  reaction  request  from 
III  Corps  (ARVN)  to  airlift  elements  of  the  5th  ARVN  Division  into  an  area 
northeast  of  PHU  CUQHG.  The  mission  was  to  secure  three  pallets  of  lG5iun 
howitzer  amunition  that  had  be^n  jettisoned  from  a  C-123  aircraft  and  to 
prevent  the  ammunition  from  falling  into  V.C.  hands.  Company  a/ 501st,  ro- 
inforced  by  one  troop  carrier  from  the  68th  Aviation  Company  and  three  armed 
helicopters  from  the  118th  Aviation  Company, departed  the  stage  field  and  were 
ready  to  pick  up  the  ground  elements  at  Phu  Loi,  one  hour  after  being  alertod 


A  total  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  troop#  wore  landed  on  two  landing  zones 
nine  miles  northeast  of  PHU  CljONG. 

On  JO  March,  Company  A/50lst,  employing  eignt  UH-1D  troop  carriers  and 
two  aasal  helicopters,  airlifted  ninety-nine  troops  of  the  1st  (US)  Infantry 
Division -from  Bien  Hoa  to  a  landing  zone  fifteen  kilometers  north  of  Tan  Uyen. 
In  the  afternoon  the  company  again  supported  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division 
by  lifting  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  troops  in  five  assaults  from  Bear  Cat 
to  a  landing  zone  twenty  kilometers  southeast  of  Bear  Cat, 

On  31  March,  Company  A/50lst  reinforced  the  1st  Aviation  Battalion,  1st 
(US)  Infantry  Division  with  seven  troop  carriers  and  airlifted  one  hundred 
and  ninety  nine  troop  in  five  combat  air  assaults  from  Vung  Tau  to  a  landing 
zone  three  kilometers  east  of  Phu  My, 

During  the  week  the  74th  Aviation  Company  conducted  the  following  tasks; 


Sorties 

Visual  Reconnaissance 

87 

Radio  Relay 

22 

Forward  Air  Control 

1 

Surveillance 

42 

Command  Liaison 

16 

Escort 

49 

Artillery  Adjustment 

47 

Logistics 

9 

On  26  March  the  74th  Aviation  Company  celebrated  their  first  anniversary 
since  activation.  During  the  one  year  period  they  have  set  a  commendable 
record  of  22,438  flying  hours,  consisting  of  15,503  3ortieB.  Congratulations 
and  continued  success. 

Operational  statistic#  for  the  rotary  wing  aircraft  of  the  Battalion  for 

this  wecK's  period  are  a3  follows; 

Ibtal  Sorties  5OO4 

Total  Flying  Hours  1495 

Passengers  Flown  4865 

Operational  statistics  for  fixed  wing  aircraft  for  the  Battalion  are 
as  follows; 

Total  Sorties  333 


27<j 


*■. 

S 

i 


Total  Flying  Hours 


519 


The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  has  gone  to  sea.  We  now  have  a  task  force 
of  gunships  which  are  operating  with  the  U.S.  Navy  vita  the  mission  of  pro* 
viding  aerial  fire  support  for  naval  patrol  boats  operating  in  the  river  and 
delta  areas  to  destroy  the  Viet  Cong  and  to  secure  shipping  lanes.  At  pre¬ 
sent  two  armed  helicopters  operate  from  the  deck  of  the  Seventh  Fleet  Dock 
Landing  Ship  U.S.S.  Belle  Grove.  The  team  woA..  developed  between  the  Army 
helicopter  crew  and  the  Navy  landing  terns  is  something  to  behold  when  a 
helicopter  is  launched  ancl  landed. 

The  helicopters  were  first  landed  aboard  the  vessel  on  25  March.  The 
first  rapid-reaction  was  called  on  .26  March,  to  assist  the  Marine  Landing 
Force  during  operation  JACK  STAY  in  the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone.  The  opera¬ 
tion  consisted  of  directing  an  ambush  party  from  the  air  to  move  to  a  safe 
area,  and  to  escort  a  river  patrol  boat  employing  Underwater  Demolition  Teams, 
On  27  March,  the  gunships  were  launched  to  escort  medical  evacuation  patrcT 
boats.  Also  on  that  day  the  fire  team  was  launched  to  support  a  swift  bo... 
that  was  attacked  by  V.C.  gunfire.  The  fire  team  expanded  twenty  four  roc.n  as 
and  5>000  rounds  of  7*62  caliber  ammunition  against  the  VC  ground  fire. 

Captain  D.  R.  Brofer  is  the  Project  Officer  and  commander  of  the  guns’’.:’.', 
task  force.  This  project  will  soon  be  expanded  and  all  companies  will  provid  , 
crews  and  aircraft  for  the  Task  Force.  The  Army  crews  are  onthusiastic  about 
the  duty  and  I  was  pleased  to  have  the  Captain  of  the  U.S.S.  Belle  Grove  tell 
me  that  he  has  worked  with  the  Army  on  numerous  occasions  but  he  has  never 
met  a  more  gung-hc/.ii s sio n-o riented  group  of  Amy  people  as  these  gun  crews. 

In  t  be  field  of  training, a  program  has  been  initiated  by  the  Battalion 
in  the  adjustment  of  artillery  fire.  The  goal  is  to  have  every  rotary  wing 
and  fixed  wing  aviator  proficient  in  the  adjustmont  of  artillery  fires. 

SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTIONS 

The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  Ha  and  Hq  Det  conducted  its  biggest  opera¬ 
tion  to  date,  in  the  area  of  Community  Relations.  30,00C  pounds  of  bulgur 
wheat  wero  obtained  from  the  Catholic  Relief  Society  through  coordinat'd,  v 
with  the  III  Corps  G-5«  The  bulgur  was  transported  to  the  Bui  Vinh  r  i-ugoe 
village  during  a  two  day  operation.  This  donation  consitutes  the  '» .sac 
staple  for  approximately  2000  refugees  for  one  month.  The  bulgur  \c  lx  be 
distributed  to  the  needy  by  members  of  the  Hq  and  Hq  Det  and  neubevr  of  the 
community  under  the  supervision  of  .the  GVN,  A  fund  was  established  jy  the 
Battalion  Headquarters  to  provide  money  for  approximately  60  school  children 
to  .attend  the  elementary  school,  and  also  buy  school  supplies.  Contributions 
received  on  March  3lst  amounted  to  17,000  piasters,  enough  to  sustain  the 
program  for  the  remaining  school  year.  2000  piasters  were  turned  over  to  the 
Parish  Chief  for  March  and  April.  In  the  area  of  communication,  150  pounds 
of  books,  magazines  and  leaflets  were  obtained  through  JUSPAO  and  donated  to 
the  Bui  Vinh  refugee  eerier.  These  materials  will  be  used  to  stock  a  reading 
room  and  vd.il  contribute  to  the  psychological  warfare  effort. 

In  addition  to  normal  missions  the  68th  Aviation  Company  evacuated  or 


relocated  119  ARVN  dependents  and  refugees  on  four  separate  operations, 

11,500  pounds  of  personal  belongings  and  foodstuffs  were  also  transported  in 
conjunction  with  these  movements.  In  coordination  with  the  Korean  Hospital, 
four  Vietnamese  civilians  were  transported  from  Phu  My  to  the  Korean  Hospi¬ 
tal  for  surgery.  Aircraft  returning  from  normal  missions  provided  this 
transportation.  On  the  spot  first'  aid  was  also  administered  by  a  gunship 
crow, on  a  normal  mission  at  Vo  Dat,  to  two  small  children  with  severe  cuts. 

The  74th  Aviation  Company  was  active  in  the  areas  of  Community  Relations, 
Sanitation,  Health,  and  Construction.  The  officers  and  men  donated  20  cartons 
of  dixie  cups  to  the  Phu  Cuong  school.  In  addition,  1  case  of  tooth  paste 
was  donated  to  the  school  children  along  with  instructions  for  its  use,  Tve 
volunteers  continued  to  assist  a  Regional  Forces  Platoon  in  the  construction 
of  n^w  living  quarters. 

The  118th  Aviation  Company  was  very  active  this  week  in  civic  action  a 
activities.  Armed  elements  evacuated  two  injured  children  and  one  woman  from 
a  village  over-run  by  the  Viet  Cong,,  thus  saving  their  lives.  The  Officers 
and  men  donated  the  following'  to  the  3ien  Hoa  orphanage:  Brown  eug&s,  pow¬ 
dered  soups,  assorted  jams,  canned  vanilla  pudding,  raisins,  corn  beef,  can¬ 
ned  beef,  peanut  butter,  egg  noodles,  white  rice,  powdered  milk,  boxes  of 
clo tiling, and  toys.  Doctor  Altomonte  made  his  weekly  visit  to  the  Leper  Colony 
and  treated  fifteen  patients  for  coranon  illnesses.  A  project  was  also  com. 
pleted  at  the  orpharage  to  improve  the  sanitation  of  the  toilet  area.  SP/*+ 
Amisans  again  held  Conversational  English  classes  for  the  local  residents  of 
Cong  Ly  Street.  In  addition  to  normal  missions,  the  airmobile  elements  re¬ 
located  approximately  50  refugees  from  a  Viet  Cong  controlled  outlying  area 
of  Song  Be  to  a  New  Life  Hamlet  in  Song. Be. 

The  197th  Aviation  Company  was  busy  this  week  completing  its  move  to 
Eton  Hoa.  However,  on  25  March  the  homo  of  one  of  its  Vietnamese  employees 
was  completely  destroyed  by  fire.  The  197th  immediately  responded  by  dona¬ 
ting  food  and  clothing;  for  th*  family  and  construction  material  for  a  new 
house.  In  the 'area  of  commerce  the  unit  has  provided  employment  for  approx¬ 
imately  20  local  Vietnamese  in  the  Bien  Hoa  area, 

A/ 501st  Aviation  Batta.lion,  although  cn  an  operational  mission  near  Ban 
Mo  Thuot  for  most  of  the  period,  continued  its  .Conversational  Englioh  class 
for  the  National  Police  of  Dial  Hoa.  Representatives  of  the  company  visited 
a  hontagnard  village  in  the  operation  area  when  it  was  learned  that  the 
villagers  vrould  act  leave  the  village  to  hunt  and  fish  because  of  their  fear 
of  the  armed  heUooptars.  This  visit  did  much  to  foster  Vietnamese- American 
relations. 


HORST  K.  J00ST 
Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Commanding 
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HEADqUaRTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
aFO  US  Forces,  96227 


A7AW-FB  f  April  1966 

SUBJECTS  Commander’  a  Combat  Note 
Number  Ik 


TO*  See  Distribution 


VIETNAMESE  COMMUNIST  ORGANIZATION 


The  Viet  Cong  Military  and  Political  apparatus  in  South  Vietnam  is  an 
extension  of  the  Communist  Military  and  Political  structure  in  North  Vietnam. 

Political  direction  and  control  of  the  Viet  Cong  is  supplied  through 
the  Central  Committee  of  the  Lao  Dong  Party,  which  is  the  Communist  Party 
of  North  Vietnam  led  by  Ho  Chi  Kinh.  The  Central  Committee,  in  turn,  issues 
directives  through  its  Reunifies  '.ion  Department  to  the  Central  Office  for 
South  Vietnam  or  COSVN*  COSVN  is  the  headquarters  of  the  Viet  Cong  move¬ 
ment  in  South  Vietnam  and  is  located  in  T^  Ninh  Province  near  the  Cembodian 
border. 

Under  COSVN  are  five  regional  unius  plus  the  Special  Zone  of  Saigon- 
Cholon-Gia  Dinh.  Each  has  a  Regional  Committee  which  is  responsible  for 
liaison,  propaganda,  training,  personnel,  subversive  activities,  espionage, 
military  bases  and  the  like.  Below  eaich  region  arc  similarly  organized 
committees  at  the  province  and  dlstriot  levels.  The  villages  and  hamlets 
which  comprise  the  bottom  of  the  structure  are  organized  into  party  cells 
based  upon  geography  or  upon  social  or  occupational  groups.  The  development 
rf  the  party  unit  and  the  extent  to  which  it  operates  openly  is  determined 
primarily  by  the  extent  of  VC  control  over  the  area  concerned. 

An  elaborate  propaganda  screen  has  been  devised  to  influence  world 
opinion  and  to  hide  the  Communist  direction  of  Viet  Cong  activities.  The 
National  Front  for  the  Liberation  of  South  Vietnam  was  established  in  i960, 
to  create  the  illusion  that  the  aggression  in  South  Vietnam  is  an  internal 
rebellion,  by  many  groups,  against  the  established  government.  To  carry  the 
illusion  further,  a  Peoples’s  Revolutionary  Party  was  organized  in  order  to 
explain  Communist  presence  in  the  Front  and  to  make  it  appear  that  they  are 
only  one  of  the  several  affiliated  organizations  in  the  Front* 

However,  tin.  NFLSVN  must  be  recognized  for  wnat  it  is; and  therefore,  in 
official  usage,  w*  do  not  give  it  status  by  using  the  term  National  Liberation 
Front  or  National  Front  for  the  Liberation  of.  South  Vietnam. 


"  L  key  element  in  the  Viet  Cong  effort  is  an  elaborate  organization  in 
Hanoi  called  the  Central  Research  agency  or  CRu.  The  CRJL  handles  the  North 
Vietnamese  intelligence  effort  on  a  worldwide  scale,  but  the  main  focus  of 
its  attention  is  South  Vietnam*  Insidethe  Republic  the  intelligence  net¬ 
work  is  quite  extensive  and  includes  the  supervision  and  handling  of  agents, 
supplies,  equipment,  and  communications,  tarty  and  military  intelligence 
units  work  closely  with  the  CIu*.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the  North  Vietnamese 
intelligence  operation  in  support  of the  Viet  Corg  is  one  of  the  largest  of 
its  kind  in  the  world. 

The  military  activities  of  the  Viet  Cong  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
Mnistry  of  Defense  and  the  high  command  of  tfc  North  Vietnamese  ^rmy,  under 
close  supervision  from  the  Lao  Dong  Party  and  in  coordination  with  COSVN* 
The  five  military  regions  and  the  capital  zone  are  the  same  as  those  of  the 
VC  political  organization.  The  military  structure  of  the  Viet  Cong  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  political  machinery  that  controls  every  facet  of  the 
VC  activity  in  South  Vietnam.  Bach  political  headquarters  has  a  military 
component  which  controls  day-to-day  military  operations.  Similarly,  each 
military  headquarters  has  a  political  element.  This  meshing  is  designed  to 
insure  the  closest  cooperation  in  support  of  the  total  Communist  mission. 

It  also  guarantees  political  control  over  the  military.  Thru  COSVN,  and 
its  associated  military  hoadquarters,  Hanoi  directs  its  principal  military 
units  and  their  operations  in  the  South. 


HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Inf 


1  Inol  Commanding 

Diagram, Vietnamese  Communist 
Organization 
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VIETNAMESE  COMMUNIST  ORGANIZATION 


CENTRAL  OFFICE  NATIONAL  FRONT  PEOPLE'S  CENTER  FOR 

FOR  FOR  'THE  REVOLUTIONARY  SOUTH  VIETNAM 


MILITARY  ,*ND  POLITICO  PROPAGANDA  COMMUNIST  CLANDESTINE 

PARAMILITARY  OPERATIONS  PROGRAMS  TO  .FRONT  INTELLIGENT 

OPERATIONS  INFLUENCE  OPERATIONS 

WORLD  OPINION 


HEADQUARTERS 
Ui5TH.  AVI  ATI©  BATTALION 
APO  San  Francisco,  9622? 


AVAW-F  9  April  1966 

SUBJECT:  Commander's  Combat  Note 
Number  19 


TO:  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  1  APRIL  THROUGH  7  APRIL  1966 


The  145th  Aviation  Battalion  made  great  strides  this  week  in  demonstrating 
that  krmy  Aviation  is  a  significant  and  vital  part  of  combat  operations  in  defeating 
the' Viet  Cong  in  Vietnam. 


Evidence  of  damage  to  tne  Viet  Cong  from  this  Battalion's  efforts  is  obvious 
from  this  weeks  score  board:  Nineteen  V.  C*  killed,  thirty-nine  estimated  killed, 
three  wounded  prisoners,  thirty-three  V.  C*  structures  destroyed  and  twenty  damaged, 
eighteen  sampans  sunk  and  forteen  damaged,  and  one  truck  destroyed. 

One  of  the  major  efforts  this  week  was  the  aviation  support  of  the  2nd  Brigade, 
25th  (US)  Division  during  operation  ‘'CIRCLE  PINES"  from  30  March  to  4  April.  All 
units  of  the  Battalion  provided  support,  however,  118th  Aviation  Company  was  assign¬ 
ed  mission  responsibility.  The  area  of  operations  was  to  the  north  of  a  line  runn¬ 
ing  from  Cu  Chi  to  Trung  Lap  and  to  the  Saigon  River,  This  operation  was  a  classic 
example  of  how  aviation  should  and  should  not  be  employed.  Some  significant  less¬ 
ons  were  learned.  The  most  significant  being  that  Army  Aviation  can't  be  dispatch¬ 
ed  as  taxi  cabs  to  perform  a  mission.  Close  coordination  and  understanding  must  be 
established  between  the  aviation  unit  commander  and  the  support  ground  commander, 
and  the  individual  pilot  must  know  the  current  situation.  It  was  discovered  that, 
during  the  initial  days  of  the  operation,  aircraft  that  were  being  assigned  to 
support  the  Brigade  on  a  single  mission  basis  were  being  subjected  to  enemy  fire 
when  lifting  resupply  to  forward  elements.  This  fire  ranged  from  single  shot 
sniping  to  medium  and  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire.  In  an  attempt  to  bring  order 
to  this  situation.  Major  Underwood,  Conmanding  Officer  of  the  118th  Aviation  Company 
was  assigned  the  mission  to  support  the  operation  until  termination.  Troop  carrier 
aircraft  and  gunships  of  all  other  companies  of  the  Battalion  reinforced  the  118th 
Aviation  Company  during  the  remainder  of  the  operation  as  required.  By  close 
association  with  the  command  and  staff  elements  of  the  supported  Brigade,  the 
aviation  commander  was  able  to  advise  how  and  where  to  best  use  airlift  and  aerial 
fire  support*  He  was  also  able  to  study  the  enemy  fire  techniques  and  take  appropri¬ 
ate  counter  measures  to  protect  the  aircraft  and  incur  maximum  damage  to  the  enemy. 

At  one  stage  of  the  operation  the  Brigade  was  supported  by  eleven  troop  carrier  air¬ 
craft  and  fourteen  armed  aircraft.  By  the  employment  of  appropriate  tactics  with 
gunships  against  enemy  ground  fire,  hits  on  troop  carrier  aircraft  were  considerably 
reduced  and  the  score  of  V.C.  kills  mounted.  After  the  aviation  leadership,  advice 
and  management  was  established,  the  supported  Brigade  enjoyed  the  type  of  support 
that  aviation  is  designed  to  produce. 


« 


Also,  no  aircraft  stood  Idle  -  this  critical  resource  was  fully  used.  Within  these 
few  days,  aviation  was  employed  as  follows*  Lift  supplies  from  the  support  base  to 
forward  employed  elements;  command,  control  and  liaison  for  commanders  and  staff; 
radio  relay;  armed  escort  of  ground  columns,  reconnaissance  by  fire  in  advance  of 
ground  columns;  armed  escorts  for  troop  carrier  aircraft;  preparation  by  fire  of  a 
landing  zone;  reconnaissance  and  marking  of  a  landing  zone;  airlift  of  troops  in  an 
airmobile  assault;  armed  reconnaissance  of  a  river  and  aerial  fire  against  V.C. 
river  traffic;  armed  aircraft  strikes  on  targets  designated  by  forward  ground  elen>* 
ensts  which  were  too  dose  to  friendly  troops  for  tactical  air  engagement  (some 
strikes  were  100  meters  in  front  of  friendly  troops);  and  medical  evacuation  of 
wounded.  What  started  out  to  be  an  operation  where  aviation  was  piecemealed  to 
support  the  Brigade  for  occasional  missions,  turned  out  to  be  a  well  coordinated 
operation  in  which  aviation  was  effectively  and  economically  used  and  contributed 
significantly  to  the  success  of  the  operation.  This  reversal  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  an  aviation  unit  comnander  was  assigned  a  mission  and  he  felt  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  toward  that  supported  unit .  That  personal  responsibility  in  fact  kept  his 
company  maintenance  working  overtime  to  come  up  with  several  more  aircraft  available 
,for  missions  than  programed. 

A  summary  of  the  result  achieved  and  resources  employed  for  this  operation  is 
shown  below: 


118th 

A/501  st 

68th 

l?7th 

TOTAL 

Total  Flying  Hours 

253 

77 

45 

33 

408 

Total  Sorties  Flown 

.  913 

26 

132 

26 

1097 

Total  Tons  Cargo 

90 

19 

7 

—  -  . 

116 

Passengers  Lifted 

079 

273 

40 

— 

1192 

Medevacs 

17 

3 

2 

1 

23 

V.C.  Structures 
destroyed/damaged 

10/5 

2/2 

?/5 

4/6 

23/18 

V.C.  Sampans 
d e stroyed/damaged 

3/10 

0/0 

6/7 

0/0 

9/10 

Total  tasks  Performed 

1197 

341 

90 

32 

1660 

Rounds  expended 

7.62mm 

55,000 

10,000 

16,000 

24,000 

105,050 

40mrn 

500 

0 

80 

50 

63O 

Rockets 

234 

28 

52 

98 

412 

V.  C.  KIA  Confirmed 

5 

■  0 

0 

4 

9 

Estimated 

10 

3 

3 

15 

31 

-2gC 


During  the  week  the  197th  Aviation  Company,  operating  on  independent  missions 
(excluding  the  support  rendered  in  the  operation  described  above),  claimed  eight 
sampans  sunk,  four  sampans  damaged,  ten  V.C.  structures  destroyed,  one  truck  dest¬ 
royed  and  three  V.C.  killed. 

The  combined  effort  of  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  an  operation  in 
support  of  Operation  GREENE  EAGLE  in  the  Tay  Ninh  area  on  5  April.  This  operation 
consisted  of  conducting  an  air  assault  of  200  CIDG  troops  into  an  area  to  establish 
security  for  an  artillery  support  base,  105mm  howitzer  artillery  was  then  airlifted 
by  Chinooks  into  the  secured  base  and  artillery  registered.  The  next  air  assault 
consisted  of  lifting  710  CIDG  troops  into  two  landing  zones  for  the  conduct  of  a 
search  and  destroy  operation.  This  air  assault  was  highlighted  by  the  employment  of 
tear  gas  dispensed  by  helicopters  to  create  a  barrier  to  an  avenue  of  approach  into 
the  landing  zone.  After  the  tear  gas  was  dispensed,  offensive  fire  was  conducted 
over  the  tear  gassed  area  by  dropping  sixty  Dim  a or tor  rounds  from  a  helicopter,  and 
by  firing  armed  helicopters  and  machine  guns  from  troop  carrying  aircraft.  The  fire 
power  accounted  for  four  enemy  confirmed  killed,  three  wounded  prisoners,  and  a 
possible  four  other  V.C.  killed .  Later  in  the  day  the  assaulting  force  was  extracted 
and  re  employed  in  another  airmobile  assault  against  a  suspected  V.C.  location. 

During  this  operation  the  197th  Aviation  Company  was  also  credited  with  threo  V.C. 
killed  and  an  estimated  four  V.C.  killed  from  the  results  of  strikes  placed  against 
enemy  ground  fire. 

On  7  April,  the  6dth  aviation  Company  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  with  190 
RF/PF  troops  in  an  area  15  kilometers  south  of  Hon  Ouan. 

The  74th  Aviation  Company  performed  the  following  tasks  during  the  period: 

Tasks 

Visual  reconnaissance  100 

Escort  Missions  40 

Psychological  warfare  3 

The  armed,  aircraft  task  force  of  tl  i-s  Battalion,  operating  with  the  Navy,  has 
been  designated  Task  Force  Sea  Volf.  At  present  the  task  force  is  operating  aboard 
the  U.  S.  S.  Belle  Grove  in  the  Rung:  Sat  Special  Zone.  During  the  week  these  gun- 
ships  provided  forward  air  control  support  for  Navy  tactical  air  strikes,  escorted 
friendly  patrol  boats  and  LST's  and  LCM's  during  the  U.  S.  Marine  Corps  extraction 
from  the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone,  conducted  night  and  day  reconnaissance,  which  loca¬ 
ted  a  V.C.  bunker  and  tunnel  complex,  and  conducted  strikes  on  enemy  positions  .and  * 
sampans.  With  a  result  of  one  sam'an  destroyed  and  two  structures  damaged.  A  gun- 
ship  also  evacuated  a  wounded  Vietnamese  Marine. 

Training  in  Artillery  adjustment  from  an  aerial  latform  has  been  initiated 
by  the  Battalion  this  week. 

The  operational  statistics  for  the  period  are: 

Rotary  ling: 


Total  Sorties 

4428 

Total  Flying  hours 

14QA 

Passengers 

5421 

Fixed  \Ting: 

Total  Sorties  329 

Total  Flying  hours  556 

The  following  awards  were  received  by  the  Battalion: 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  6 

Bronze  Star  "Valor"  1 

Air  Medal  "Valor"  11 

Array  Commendation  Medal  3 

Purple  Heart  10 

The  following  promotions  were  received: 

Capt  to  Major  2 

E-2  to  E-3  U 

E-3  to  E-4  3 

E-4  to  E— 5  H 

E-6  to  E— 7  1 


SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTIONS 

The  Hq  &  Hq  Detachment  donated  4500  pounds  of  rolled  wheat,  candy  and  canned 
goods  to  the  Bid.  Vinh  refugee  center ♦ 

The  68th  Aviation  Company  evacuated  v,r  relocated  114  ARVN  dependents  and 
refugees  in  the  TO  DAT,  XUAN  LOC  area.  10,000  pounds  of  personal  belongings  and 
foodstuffs  were  airlifted  concurrently  with  the  dependents  and  refugees.  Final 
coordination  was  made  at  Can  Gio  by  representatives  of  the  68th  Aviation  Company, 
in  an  effort  to  begin  several  projects  in  that  conmunity. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  74th  Aviation  Company  distributed  coolaide  to  the 
children  of  the  5th  ARVN  Division  Dependents  School  at  Fhu  Loi.  In  addition, 
coolaide,  orange  juice,  candy  and  cookies  were  donated  to  the  HIET  BIHH  XL  School. 
Lt  Ebert  and  Sp/4  Montey  conducted  a  conversational  English  Language  Seminar  for 
the  faculty  of  the  HIET  BINH  XL  School. 

The  118th  Aviation  Company  evacuated  twenty-five  refugees  from  a  25th  Inf  Div 
operational  area.  Armed  elements  medically  evacuated  five  Montagnards  from  a 
V.C.  controlled  area  to  HON  QUAN.  As  a  result  of  this  evacuation,  intelligance 
was  gained,  and  later  the  same  day  armed  elements  made  strikes  based  upon  this 
intelligence.  Here  is  another  example  of  an  immediate  pay-off  of  Civic  Action 
efforts.  Donations  to  the  Bien  Hoa  Orphanage  this  week  consisted  of  a  large 
(mount  of  foodstuffs,  assorted  toys,  plastic  baby  bottles  with  nipples,  and  cloth¬ 
ing  for  infants  and  children.  In  addition,  the  following  items  vrere  donated  to 
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the  Catholic  Orphanage  in  TU  DUC:  Preserves  and  jellies,  peanut  butter,  tooth 
paste  and  brushes,  and  assorted  childrerfs  clothing.  Doctor  Altonnnte  made  his 
weekly  visit  to  the  Leper  Colony  at  TAN  UIEN  and  treated  twenty- five  patients. 
Doctor  Altonnnte  also  donated  medical  supplies  to  the  Bien  Hoa  Orphanage  in  an 
effort  to  improve  the  health  and  sanitation  level,  Sp/2,  Amisano  continue!  his 
conversational  English  instruction  each  day  this  week  to  the  children  of  Cong  Ly 
Street  and  several  Bien  Hoa  National  Police. 

A/501 st  Aviation  Battalion  was  active  in  Refugee  Assistance,  Transportation, 
Education,  and  Comnunity  Relations.  On  6  April,  airmobile  elements  evacuated  125 
refugees  from  near  the  Cambodian  border  to  Bien  Soi*  The  refugees,  mostly  women 
and  children,  had  been  rendered  homeless  by  a  search  and  destroy  operation. 
Transportation  was  also  provided  for  the  Bien  Hoa  JUSPAO  representative,  Mr.  Martin, 
in  support  of  psychological  warfare  activities.  The  officers  and  men  made  the 
following  donations:  1500  pounds  of  rice  to  the  Catholic  Orphanage,  and  17,478 
piasters  to  a  private  Bien  Hoa  school  for  the  purchase  of  school  supplies. 
Conversational  English  classes  were  conducted  for  members  of  the  Bien  Hoa  National 
Police. 


Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Conmanding 
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HEADQUARTERS 
145TH  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  US  Forces,  9^227 


AVnW-FB 


1J  April  1966 


SUBJECT:  Commander's  Combat  Note 
Number  16 


TO:  See  Distribution 


VC  TUNNELS ,  FORTIFICAPICi.S,  &I1IS 

Information  in  this  report  has  been  compiled  from  reports  from  1st 
Infantry  Division. 

Fortifications,  base  camps,  storage  areas,  and  tunnel  complexes  us¬ 
ually  form  integrated  systems.  Size,  configuration,  and  elaborateness 
vary  according  to  the  number  of  people  using  the  complex,  the  importance 
and  function  of  the  complex,  and  the  probability  of  having  to  defend  the 
complex.  Defensive  systems  usually  have  tunnels  and  trenches  for  escape 
and  for  shifting  defense  forces.  Sleeping  quarters  and  command  posts  are 
centrally  located  underground,  u  water  supply,  either  a  stream  or  well, 
is  readily  available.  Frequently  wells  are  dug  in  underground  rooms  or 
tunnels. 

Entrances  to  underground  systems  are  well  camouflaged.  Some  systems 
have  natural  foliage  embedded  in  concrete  trap  doors.  Others  use  animal 
mounds  or  ant  hills  as  entrances.  In  populated  areas,  entrances  are  fre¬ 
quently  hidden  under  fire  places,  in  charcoal  kilns,  in  animal  stalls  and 
in  storage  huts. 

Tunnels  and  underground  systems  are  usually  well  ventilated.  In 
large  tunnels  ventilation  holes  are  often  the  shafts  which  were  dug  to 
help  extract  dirt  during  construction.  Air  shafts  are  quite  often  filled 
with  bamboo  and  sticks  and  other  material  which  forms  a  porous  fill.  This 
allows  the  air  to  pass  wnile  preventing  trie  shaft  to  be  used  as  an  entrant 
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Diagrams  of  VC  Tunnels, 
Fortifications  and  Camps 
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SUBJECT!  Commander ' s  Combat  Note 
Number  17 


TO :  See  Distribution 


HELICOPTER  TACTICS 


1.  On  a  recent  operation  of  the  145th  Avn  Bn,  over  a  period  of  five 
days  it  became  apparent  that  the  VC  in  the  area  of  Cu  Chi  were  well  trained 
in  anti-heliborne  tactics.  A  large  number  of  aircraft  were  hit  and  several 
men  were  wounded.  Most  of  the  aircraft  hit  wsre  wither  on  low  final  approach 
or  had  just  taken  off.  The  VC  have  an  extensive  tunnel  system  in  this  area 
and  are  well  dug  in.  They  also  have  overhead  cover  and  it  is  difficult  to 
detect  them  from  the  air.  In  one  instance  there  ware  three  cal  .50  MGo 
within  a  6  KM  radius  in  a  triangular  shape  that  opened  fire  on  an  aircraft 

at  2500*  and  continued  firing  uniil  the  aircraft  was  over  5000*. 

2.  There  are  several  sound  principles  which  can  be  followed  to  reduce 
the  chance  of  an  aircraft  being  hit.  In  areas  like  Cu  Chi  troop  carrier  air¬ 
craft  should  never  operate  at  less  than  2500  ft  unless  accompanied  by  an 
armed  escort.  At  low  level  an  aviator* s  best  defense  is  speed.  On  approaches 
to  the  same  LZ  alter  the  approach  from  tine  to  time. 

3.  The  197th  Avn  Co  has  twelve  cardinal  rules  that  apply  to  armed  air¬ 
craft.  Most  of  them  also  apply  to  troop  carriers.  They  are  proven  as  effect¬ 
ive  tactics. 


1.  Do  not  overfly  the  target. 

2.  Do  not  fly  in  the  deadman  zone  without  a  reason  (100* -1000* ) . 

3.  Never  fly  the  180  degree  wing  position. 

4.  Always  assume  that  the  area  is  hot. 

5.  Always  make  a  high  reconnaissance, 

6.  Never  fire  until  you  have  the  friendly  forces  located. 

7.  Never  fly  parallol  to  terrain  features. 


8.  Avoid  firing  over  the  heads  of  friendly  troops. 

9.  Expend  only  when  you  have  a  worthwhile  target. 

10.  Always  know  the  situation. 

11.  Take  your  tine. 

12.  Brief  your  elements  to  a  man. 

4.  Commanders,  remember,  an  aviator  must  be  briefed  on  the  tactical 
situation  and  his  mission  to  be  effective.  Detailed  coordination  with  the 
supported  ground  unit  commander  will  help  to  clarify  the  enemy  situation. 
Use  all  the  protective  measures  avialable  to  you.  If  gunship  escort  will 
increase  the  probability  of  mission  accomplishment  -  use  it. 

Above  all,  avoid  flying  over  known  hostile  positions  if  you  can  accom¬ 
plish  your  mission. 


"First  In  Vietnam" 


JCRST  K.  J00ST 
Lt  Colonel,  Inf 
Commanding 
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SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  8  APRIL  THROUGH  1 4  APRIL  1966 


On  Easter  Sunday  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion,  reinforced  by  elements  of  the 
11th  Aviation  Battalion,  conducted  an  airmobile  assault,  enploying  489  troops  of 
KIKE  FORCE,  III  (ARVN)  Corps  approximately  25  kilometers  South  of  Bien  Hoa.  The 
force  was  landed  in  three  lifts.  It  was  planned  to  extract  the  force  on  the  foll¬ 
owing  day,  however,  at  1445  hours  this  Battalion  was  alerted  and  responded  to  a 
rapid  reaction  request  to  extract  the  force  immediately.  Aviation  was  recalled 
from  other  missions  and  assembled  for  the  extraction  which  was  completed  by  1905 
hours* 

On  11  April,  the  Battalion  returned  to  the  Cu  Chi  area  to  support  the  25th 
(US)  Division.  A  Jolly  time  can  always  be  expected  when  operatic  in  this  area 
and  we  were  not  disappointed.  Over  500  troops  were  employed  ir  an  airmobile 
assault  of  four  lifts  ten  miles  northwest  of  Cu  Chi.  No  artiUery  or  tactical 
air  preparation  was  used  on  the  landing  zone  due  to  the  proximity  of  a  village. 

As  the  first  elements  approached,  the  gunships  marking  and  reconnoitering  received 
moderate  automatic  weapons  fire.  The  gunships  returned  the  fire,  allowing  the 
troop  carriers  to  land.  Light  enemy  fire  persisted  throughout  the  assault  with 
the  result  of  four  aircraft  being  hit.  The  Battalion's  gunships  continued  to 
provide  close  in  fire  support  to  the  ground  elements  after  the  completion  of  the 
lift. 

For  the  last  two  days  of  the  period,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  supported 
the  173rd  Airborne  Brigade  in  conducting  eight  airmobile  assaults  and  two  extract¬ 
ions  in  the  Song  Be  area. 

The  gunships  of  the  197th  Aviation  Company  again  added  to  the  toll  of  Viet 
Cong  destruction.  In  one  action,  gunships  responded  to  a  call  from  an  Air  Force 
forward  air  controller  who  spotted  Viet  Cong  in  the  open  noar  Due  Hoa.  The 
gunships  engaged  with  a  result  of  ten  confirmed  dead  Viet  Cong,  The  company's 
total  score  for  the  week  is  three  sarpans  destroyed  and  five  damaged,  five 
structures  destroyed  and  three  damaged,  and  ten  confirmed  Viet  Cong  killed  and 
six  estimated  killed. 

The  74th  Aviation  Company  flow  142  visual  reconnaissance  and  39  escort 
missions  during  the  period. 
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*"h  4  Task  Force  Seawolf  continued  to  operate  from  the  U.S.S.  Belle  Grove 

in  support  of  Naval  operations  in  the  Rung  3 at  Special  Zone.  Their  activi¬ 
ties  consisted  of  giving  area  and  airerft  orientation  flights  to  river 
patrol  boat  commanders,  conducting  daylight  and  night  visual  reconnaissance 
of  the  river  areas,  conducting  airstrikes  against  Viet  Ceng  targets,  and 
flying  cover  for  patrol  beats.  On  two  occasions  Task  Force  Seawolf  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  stopping  Viet  Ceng  attacks  against  friendly  villages  by  repeat¬ 
ed  firing  runs  against  the  besiegers.  The  total  score  for  the  Task  Force  for 
this  period  is  Lne  sampan  destroyed  and  two  damaged,  and  two  confirmed  Viet 
Ceng  killed  and  feur  estimated  killed. 

Operational  statistics  for  the  period  are  as  follows: 


Rotary  Wing: 

Total  Sorties  UillO 

Total  Flying  Hours  161*0 

Passengers  6dLtO 

Fixed  Wing: 

Total  Sorties  393 

Total  Flying  Hours  605 

Training: 


The  airmobile  companies  of  the  Battalion  acre  conducting  in-country  ori¬ 
entation  briefings  and  flights  t-  aviators  of  the  25tn  (US)  aviation  Battalion. 

Awards : 


The-  fallowing  is  a  recapitulation  cf  awards  received: 

8  April  -  lit  April  Since  1  January  65 
Distinguished  Service  Cross  0  2 


Silver  Star  0 
Legion  of  !ie-rit  1 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  2 
Soldiers  Medal  0 
Bronze  Star  "Valor"  0 
Bronze  Star  1 


15 

3 

120 

9 

26 

95 


Air  Medal  "Valor" 
Air  Medal 


h  277-. 

0  9,U86 


1 


Army  Commendation  Medal  M Valor" 

0 

50 

Army  Commendation  Medal 

8 

286 

Purple  Heart 

3 

186 

*  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  those  9,763  Air  Medals  represent  in  excess  of 
375,875  combat  flying  hours  by  members  cf  this  Battalion!  ! 


SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTICNS 

On  lit  April,  the  HQ  &  HQ  Detachment,  lit  5  th  Aviation  Battalion  donated 
30003VN  piasters  to  purchase  school  furniture  for  a  self  help  construction 
project  in  the  Bui  Vinh  parish.  In  the  psy-war  effort,  thirty  pounds  of  read¬ 
ing  material  were  placed  in  the  community  reading  room. 

The  68th  Aviation  Company  was  active  in  the  area  of  transportation.  On 
12  April,  an  airmobile  element  medically  evacuated  a  wounded  child  tc  Bien 
Hca  Provincial  Hospital  for  immediate  medical  attention.  In  addition,  the 
company  evacuated  or  relocated  62  ARM  dependents  and  refugees  and  2500  pounds 
of  personal  belongings  and  foodstuffs  in  the  course  cf  normal  missions. 

In  the  area  of  Community  Relations,  the  officers  ?nd  men  of  the  7Uth 
Aviation  Company  donated  a  case  of  fresh  eggs  to  Regional  Forces  dependents 
on  Easter,  500  pounds  cf  clothing  collected  by  the  Washing ten  State  Highway 
Patrol  tc  the  Due  Hoa  Refugee  Center,  and  fccdstuffs  to  an  employee  with  a 
recent  death  in  his  family.  5900$ VN  piasters  wore  turned  ever  tc  the  Phu 
Cucng  orphanage  for  the  purchase  cf  sup 'lies  and  materials. 

The  118th  Aviation  Company  made  significant  contributions  in  the  civic 
actions  field  in  su-nort  of  25th  Division  operations  a  Cu  Chi.  Airmobile 
elements  medically  evacuated  a  total  cf  15  GVN  civilians  to  medical  facilities 
at  Trung  Lap.  In  addition,  approximately  $0  refugees  were  evacuated  from  search 
and  destroy  areas  tc  the  Cu  Chi  District  Headquarters  for  immediate  refugee 
assistance.  The  officers  and  men  donated  over  1000  pounds  cf  foodstuffs, 

9  boxes  of  assorted  clothing  and  sanitation  items  to  the  Bui  Vinh  Refugee  Cen¬ 
ter,  and  the  Bien  Hoa  Orphanage.  Captain  Cooper  personally  donated  1200  pen¬ 
cils  inscribed  "From  an  American  Soldier  of  the  118th  Aviation  Company",  to 
the  Bien  Hca  and  Bui  Vinh  School  children  in  a  friendship  gesture.  SpA 
Amisano  conducted  English  classes  for  the  residents  cf  Ceng  Ly  Street.  Doc¬ 
tor  Altamonte  treated  approximately  thirty  patients  and  local  civilians  during 
his  weekly  visit  tc  the  Tan  Uyen  Leper  Colony.  Doctor  Altcmcnte’s  effort  at 
Tan  Uyen  were  cited  by  the  District  Chief  as  a  major  contribution  in  the  pacifi¬ 
cation  effort  in  this  Viet  Ceng  influenced  area. 

The  officers  and.  men  of  the  197th  Aviation  C.mpany  donate  ’  100  pounds  f 
clothing  and  health  and  sanitation  items  tc  the  An  Lee  Orphanage  on  Easter 
Sunday,  An  armed  element  of  the  company  branched  out  in  the  communications 
field  when  it  dropped  psy-war  leaflets  in  the  Run  Sat  Special  Zone  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  NHA  BE  District  Chief. 

This  week,  A/501st  Aviation  Battalion  accepted  limited  sponsorship  of  the 
Bui  Hiep  Refugee  Center.  In  additin,  9  refugees  were  evacuated  in  the  Ham 


T&m  area  by  airmobile  elements  on  11  April.  Ten  Dien  Hoa  National  Police 
attended  the  weekly  conversational  Enr-xish  class  conducted  by  members  of  the 
unit. 


Lt  Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  15  APRIL  THROUGH  21  APRIL  1966 


Long  in  need  of  praise  have  been  a  number  of  aviation  activities  which 
are  not  necessarily  glamorous  or  receive  much  recognition  but  which  are  all 
important  to  the  mission  accomplishment  of  the  li*5th  Aviaticxi  Battalion. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  support  provided  to  us  during  each  airmobile 
operation  by  Captain  Thurman,  Operations  Officer,  56th  Transportation  Com¬ 
pany,  and  his  aircraft  recovery  crews.  During  this  month  alone  he  has  recov¬ 
ered  three  downed  UH-1D  aircraft  out  of  hostile  territory.  Each  recovery  has 
been  performed  under  duress  but  with  such  efficiency  that  in  no  instance  did 
it  interfere  or  detract  from  the  airmobile  mission.  Qir  highest  praises  to 
this  unit. 

Another  unsung  activity  is  the  constant  cover  we  receive  from  the  57th 
Medical  Detachment  (Air  Ambulance)  during  airmobile  operations.  They  are 
always  overhead  when  needed.  In  a  recent  Battalion  operation,  one  helicop¬ 
ter  ambulance  received  eight  hits  while  evacuating  wounded  U.S.  Forces. 

They  always  come  back  for  more. 

Our  own  7i*th  Aviation  Company  is  constantly  aloft  to  provide  radio  relay 
service,  weather  advisory,  visual  reconnaissance  and  air  add  artillery  ad¬ 
justments  during  airmobile  operations.  These  aircraft  spend  many  lcng  hours 
over  the  objective  area.  They  are  the  first  aircraft  over  the  objective  area 
and  usually  the  last  to  leave  after  the  operation  is  completed. 

The  next  activity  is  that  of  our  Battalion  Pathfinder  Detachment,  This 
Detachment  is  commanded  bv  Lieutenant  Grover  3.  Westfall.  It  precedes  the 
troop  carrier  aircraft  into  the  pickup  site  to  organise  and  control  troop 
loading  and  aircraft  landing  for  pickup.  During  an  extraction,  these  per¬ 
sonnel  depart  the  extraction  zone  after  the  last  ground  elements  are  air¬ 
borne  . 

The  Ui?th  Aviation  Battalion  supports  the  III  (ARVN)  Corps  with  heli¬ 
copters  on  a  daily  basis.  Every  company  in  the  Battalion  receives  a  turn 
at  this  duty.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty  aircraft  are  dispatched 
throughout  the  III  Corps  area,  and  engage  in  a  variety  of  missions.  Locally 
we  brand  these  -as  "Pigs  and  Rice"  missions,  the  name  being  derived  from 
the  requirement  to  frequently  haul  these  commodities.  These  missions  are 
administrative  and  tactical  in  nature.  An  example  of  some  administrative 
support:  This  Sunday  a  helicopter  was  used  to  lift  Post  Exchange  supplies 


and  operate  as  an  airmobile  PX  to  fourteen  extremely  isolated  posts  which  are 
inaccessible  by  road  in  the  III  Corps  area.  Religious  services  are  conducted 
in  this  manner  to  isolated  posts.  Daily  mail  and  courier  flights  are  made 
to  all  posts  in  the  three  division  tactical  areas.  Helicopters  are  used  to 
resupply  the  ARVN  forces  located  on  a  number  of  high  pinnacles  in  the  Corps 
area.  These  outposts  exist  only  by  helicopter  resupply.  Popular  forces  per¬ 
sonnel  and  occasionally  their  dependents  and  belongings  are  transported  to 
new  locations.  A  helicopter  pilot  flying  these  missions  cannot  allow  him¬ 
self  to  become  shook  about  what  he  may  see  being  loaded  in  his  aircraft. 

Other  administrative  tasks  are  to  transport  advisors  to  these  remote  outposts, 
the  only  contact  they  have  with  the  forces  at  these  locations. 

The  tactical  missions  for  the  Corps  consist  of  providing  armed  helicop¬ 
ter  fire  teams  daily  to  each  of  the  three  ARVN  divisions.  These  teams  are 
used  to  conduct  strikes  against  Viet  Cong  locations,  provide  escort  for  road 
convoys  and  aerial  reconnaissance.  Psychological  warfare  loudspeaker  missions 
are  flown  by  troop  carrier  helicopters,  supported  by  a  fire  team.  These  mis¬ 
sions  can  always  be  counted  on  to  prompt  a  reaction  by  fire  from  the  Viet 
Cong.  Another  tactical  mission  is  the  delivery  by  helicopter  of  Recondo  Teams. 
This  week,  three  Recondc  Teams  were  employed  by  this  Battalion  into  Viet  Cong 
suspect  areas.  Gunships  cover  these  deliveries. 

Daylight  and  night  reconnaissance  is  made  around  the  Bien  Hoa  Air  Base 
complex  by  a  fire  team.  The  senior  advisor  of  the  Dong  Nai  area  credits  this 
continuous  surveillance  as  a  major’  contributing  factor  to  the  security  from 
Viet  Cong  attack  that  the  Air  Base  has  enjoyed. 


Now  for  the  airmobile  operations  conducted  this  week. 

On  15  April,  Company  A/501st  Aviation  Battalj  supported  the  173rd  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade  by  conducting  two  airmobile  assaults  and  four  extractions.  A 
total  of  k2$  troops  were  lifted  in  twelve  lifts.  Enemy  ground  fire  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  landing  zone. 

On  16  April,  the  68th  Aviation  Company,  supported  the  2d  Brigade,  25th 
(US)  Division  by  airlifting  126  troops  in  two  airmobile  assaults,  northwest 
of  Cu  Chi. 

Company  A/501st,  continued  to  support  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade,  by 
conducting  six  airmobile  assaults  with  333  troops  of  the  First  Royal  Austra¬ 
lian  Regiment  in  the  vicinity  of  Song  Be, 

Cti  17  April,  A/^Olst  supported  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  by  conducting 
five  airmobile  assaults  and  one  extraction  in  the  vicinity  of  Song  Be.  A 
total  of  367  troops  were  lifted. 

The  ll»5th  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  an  airmobile  operation  cn  18 
April  for  the  25th  (ARVN)  Division,  ten  kilometers  Northwest  of  Tan  An. 

This  operation  demonstrated  some  problems  in  coordination  and  control  when 
an  unscheduled,  unannounced  and  uncontrolled  airstrike  with  White  Phospherous 
ordnance  struck  the  landing  zone  immediately  prior  to  the  time  of  the  troop 
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landing*  Aircraft  were  diverted  for  forty-five  minutes  until  the  smoke  in 
the  landing  zone  dissipated.  A  total  of  510  troops  then  assaulted  four  land¬ 
ing  zones.  During  this  operation,  armed  helicopters  of  the  68th  Aviation 
Company  engaged  a  squad  of  Viet  Cong  with  a  result  of  three  kills  estimated. 

Company  A/501st  again  supported  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  on  18  April, 
by  conducting  ten  combat  assaults  with  563  troops  in  the  Song  Be  area. 

Cta  20  April,  the  lit5th  Aviation  Battalion  supported  III  (ARVN)  Corps 
CIDG  Forces  by  airlifting  570  troops  in  four  air  assaults  out  of  Gong  Be  to 
two  landing  zones  thirty  kilometers  east  of  Song  Be.  One  highlight  of  the 
assault  was  the  first  employment  of  the  XM-31  20mm  canncn  sub-system  in  a 
combat  operation.  The  system  is  currently  being  tested  by  the  197th  Aviation 
Company  (Armed).  It  consists  of  2  -  20mm  cannons  which  are  flexible  in  ele¬ 
vation,  mounted  cn  each  side  of  the  UH-1B  helicopter.  This  weapons  system 
was  used  for  the  helicopter  prestrike  of  the  wooded  areas  surrounding  the 
landing  zone.  The  assault  was  uncontested. 

Also  on  this  date,  the  118th  Aviation  Company  supported  the  Capitol  Mili¬ 
tary  Region  by  conducting  an  airmobile  assault  with  100  troops  ten  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Saigon.  Later  in  the  day  this  force  was  extracted. 

On  21  April,  the  68th  Aviation  Company  departed  far  Vinh  Long  to  rein¬ 
force  the  13th  Aviation  Battalion  in  support  of  the  IV  Corps  (ARVN)  for  a 
three  day  period. 

The  activities  of  the  197th  Aviation  Company  while  operating  on  separate 
gunship  missions  accounted  for  seven  Viet  Cong  estimated  KIA,  four  Sampans 
sunk  and  two  damaged,  and  seven  structures  destroyed. 

The  7Uth  Aviation  Company  (FW)  performed  the  following  tasks  during  the 
period: 

Visual  Reconnaissance  102 

Escort  Missions  76 

Photo  Missions  2 

Operation  Sea  Wolf  moved  into  Phase  II  this  week  b'y  assembling  aimed 
helicopters  and  additional  crews  and  support  personnel  to  outfit  another  nav¬ 
al  vessel.  Personnel  arc  undergoing  training  to  land  on  LST  decks  at  this 
time.  Also  the  U.S.S.  Belle  Grove  is  being  replaced  with  another  LSD.  This 
Battalion  received  a  message  this  week  from  Commander  and  Captain  of  the  U.S.S. 
Belle  Grove  Naval  Task  Force  116  which  praised  the  Sea  Wolf  Operation.  An  ex¬ 
tract  follows:... "In  addition  we  must  doff  our  hats  to  the  highly  capable  Army 
helo  pilots  who  so  rapidly  integrated  into  their  fire  team  support  role  and 
who  so  actairably  carried  out  their  assignments.  Their  quick  adjustment  with¬ 
out  any  hitch  to  night  and  day  flying  from  our  helo  and  super  decks  was  test¬ 
imony  to  their  outstanding  professional  competence.  Shipmated  in  every  sense 
of  the  word  their  presence  will  be  sorely  missed.  However  we  depart  secure 
in  the  knowledge  that  fire  team  support  of  the  river  farces  will  be  in  the 
best  of  hands.  Please  convey  to  USM1CV  and  the  Commanding  Officer  lli5th 
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Aviation  Battalion  our  "well  done"  to  Captain  Brofer  and  his  fine  crews  for 
a  truly  superlative  performance." 


Operational  statistics  for  the  week  are  as  follows: 


Rotary  Wing: 

Total  Sorties  U332 

Total  Flying  Hours  U*80 

Personnel  Lifted  5803 

Fixed  Wing: 

Total  Sorties  1:02 

Total  Flying  Hours  538 


Personnel  of  the  25th  Aviation  Battalion  continued  with  their  in-country 
flight  training. 


Awards  received  by  the  Battalion  this  week: 
Distinguished  Flying  Cross  1 

Bronze  Star  "Valor"  1 


Air  Medal  "Valor"  6 
Air  Medal  166 
Army  Commendation  MS  h 
Purple  Heart  1 


At  a  brief  ceremony  cn  19  April  1966,  in  Bien  Hoa,  Honour-Smith  Compound 
was  dedicated  in  memory  of  Lt.  Colonel  Charles  M.  Honour  Jr.,  formerly  Battal¬ 
ion  Commander  of  the  11:5th  Aviation  Battalion,  and  Captain  Albert  M.  Smith  Jr, 
formerly  Battalion  Assistant  Adjutant. 

After  Chaplain  (Major)  Hugh  N.  Barnes  conducted  a  short  memorial  service, 
Brigadier  General  Robert  T.  Knowles,  Chief  of  Staff  II  Field  Forces  V,  and  Lt. 
Colonel  Horst  K.  Joost,  Commanding  Officer  of  the  11:5th  Aviation  Battalion, 
unveiled  a  large  sign  at  the  gate  of  Honour-Smith  Compound.  Honour-Smith  Can- 
pound,  previously  known  as  Ccng-Ly  Complex,  houses  parts  of  three  separate 
units,  II  Field  Farces  V,  the  11:5th  Aviation  Battalion,  and  232d  Signal  Com¬ 
pany. 
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SUMMARY  OF  CIVIC  ACTIONS 


The  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  donated  soap  to  the  nearby 
Refugee  Village  School. 

The  68th  Aviation  Company  re-located  12  refugees,  23  ARVN  dependents,  and 
2600  pounds  of  personal  belongings.  A  company  delegation  was  sent  to  the  fish¬ 
ing  village  of  Can  Gio.  The  party  took  along  a  donation  of  soap,  tooth  paste, 
clothes,  toilet  articles,  school  supplies,  and  miscellaneous  items  which  were 
obtained  by  Captain  Gore  from  the  American  Legion  in  his  home  town.  Four  en¬ 
listed  members  have  volunteered  to  teach  English  classes  and  a  medical  aid  pro¬ 
gram  is  being  planned. 

The  7Uth  Aviation  Company  continued  its  activities  started  last  week. 

English  classes  were  taught  to  children  in  Phu  Cuong.  Volunteers  aided  a  Re¬ 
gional  Forces  Platoon  in  construction  of  new  living  quarters  in  Phu  Cueing.  Offi¬ 
cers  and  men  donated  more  condensed  milk,  fresh  milk,  canned  hams,  and  orange 
juice  to  a  local  school  to  supplement  the  children's  diet. 

The  118th  Aviation  Company  was  active  in  many  areas  of  civil  affairs.  Fif¬ 
ty  pounds  of  clothing  was  gathered  and  donated  by  the  Officers  and  Enlisted  men 
of  the  118th  Aviation  Company  and  distributed  to  the  refugee  center  at  Binh 
Vinh.  Captain  Glenn  R.  I/feber  donated  Vietnamese  ice  cream  cones  to  the  local 
children  at  Hung  Trung  Province  while  on  a  joint  service  operation  on  19  April 
66.  These  children  were  combat  refugees  and  were  greatly  taken  by  this  act. 

Sp/U  Amisano  conducted  conversational  English  classes  for  the  eighth  straight 
week  on  Cong-Ly  Street.  His  classes  now  range  to  2$  students  or  more  counting 
the  Bien  Hoa  National  Police  attending.  The  Officers  of  the  118th  Aviation 
Company,  contributed  donations  to  the  Bien  Hoa  Orphanage  of  the  following  items; 
Blankets,  towels,  infant  playsuits,  toys,  soap,  tooth  paste,  talcum  powder, 
tooth  brushes,  hair  brushes,  ccmbs,  boxes  of  clothes,  adhesive  tape,  childrens 
shampoo,  boxes  of  crayons,  coloring  books,  surgical  soap,  infant  shoes,  and  as¬ 
sorted  childrens  clothing  and  a  good  supply  of  food  stuffs.  The  Company  also 
made  donations  of  food  stuffs  and  clothing  to  the  Tu  Due  Orphanage.  Doctor 
Altamonte  made  his  weekly  visit  to  the  Tan  Uyen  Leper  Colony  and  treated  twenty 
patients  and  local  civilians. 

The  197th  Aviation  Company  provided  additional  support  to  the  An  Loc  Or¬ 
phanage  in  Saigon  by  donating  1000  pounds  of  rice  and  a  case  of  One-a-D?y  Vitamins. 

A/501st  Aviation  Battalion's  Officers  donated  6,785$VN  piasters  to  purchase 
school  furniture  for  a  self  help  project  at  Bui  Vinh  Refugee  Center.  Three 
volunteers  conducted  a  two  hour  conversational  English  class  for  forty  residents 
of  Tam  Hiep.  This  was  followed  by  another  class  or  21  April  66  for  approxi¬ 
mately  fifty  residents.  Six  bags  of  cement  and  several  types  of  school  supplies 
were  detnted  to  Tam  Hiep.  A  USAF  Lieutenant  was  transported  to  Due  Tu  for  co¬ 
ordination  with  the  District  Chief  in  making  a  short  film  about  refugees.  A 
new  project  was  begun  by  making  initial  contact  with  Due  Tu  Sub-Sector  Chief 
and  Tam  Hiep  Hamlet  Chief. 

IknhUcZ)  A 

HCRST  K.  JOCST 
Lt-.  Colonel,  Infantry 
Commanding 
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PERFORMANCE  ON  GUARD 


In  the  past  few  weeks  there  have  been  two  cases  in  ’■'h.ich  members 
of  this  Battalion  fell  asleep  at  their  posts  while  on  guard  duty. 

Both  of  these  individuals  were  tried  by  Special  Courts  Martial  and 
received  sentences  which  included  six  month  confinement. 

I  want  every  member  of  this  command  to  be  aware  of  the  gravity  of 
the  act  of  sleeping  on  guard  post.  A  sentry  is  charged  with  the 
security  of  life  and  property.  He  must  realize  the  responsibility 
entrusted  in  him  and  carry  out  his  duties  accordingly. 

The  insidious  enemy  that  confronts  us  is  constantly  waiting  for  us 
to  let  down  our  guard.  He  strikes  at  oomplacency  and  avoids  vigilance. 

All  members  of  this  command  must  be  imbued  with  the  awareness  of 
the  fact  that  the  enemy  is  constantly  seeking  to  inflict  damage  to 
our  forces  with  the  object  of  reducing  our  combat  effectiveness. 

Complacency  will  not  be  tolerated  by  any  member  of  this  Battalion. 

'L  ■  /7V'  •••  • /"■ 

HORST  K.  JOOST 
Lt  Col  Inf 
Commanding 
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SUMMARY  CF  OPERATIONS  22  APRIL  THROUGH  28  APRIL  1966 


This  week  I  wish  to  praise  the  outstanding  work  performed  by  our  maintenance 
detachments  which  have  month  after  month  kept  the  aircraft  of  this  Battalion 
flying  several  thousand  hours  over  the  program*  These  units  are  the  39lst 
Transportation  Detachment,  supporting  the  68th  Aviation  Company;  The  563d 

Transportation  Detachment,  supporting  the  7kth  Aviation  Company;  The  573d 

Transportation  Detachment,  supporting  the  118th  Aviation  Company;  The  571st 

;  Transportation  Detachment,  supporting  the  19?th  Aviation  Company;,  and  the  l5lst 

v  Transportation  Detachment,  supporting  A/501st  Aviation  Battalion* 

During  the  period  the  lli5th  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  one  airmobile 
operation  involving  all  companies  of  the  Battalion*  The  other  operations  consisted 
of  companies  of  this  Battalion  reinforcing  other  aviation  units,  companies 
operating  independently  to  support  ground  combat  units,  and  daily  III  (ARVN)  Corps 
support.  The  197th  Aviation  Company  continued  to  conduct  numerous  Lightning  Bug 
and  other  aerial  fire  support  missions,  while  the  7lith  Aviation  Company  provided 
fixed  wing  support  to  U*  S*  and  ARVN  Forces  in  the  III  Corps  area.  Operation  Sea 
'•A- If  continued  to  strike  at  the  Viet  Cong  in  the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone* 

Company  A/501st  continued  their  supporting  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  in 
the  Song  Be  Area  on  22  April,  by  conducting  an  assault  and  a  subsequent  extraction 
with  1j76  troopers. 

On  23  April,  the  68th  Aviation  Company  returned  from  the  IV  Corps  Area,  where 
they  supported  the  21st  (ARVN)  Division  for  two  days.  During  that  time  they 
conducted  seven  combat  assaults  and  one  extraction  in  the  Vi  Thanh  area.  Two 
aircraft  were  hit  by  enemy  fire. 

This  was  a  busy  day  for  the  110th  Aviation  Company,  conducting  two  airmobile 
operations  for  III  (ARVN)  Corps,  The  first  operation  consisted  of  Airlifting,  two 
GTDG  Companies,  one  from  Bien  Ho a  and  the  other  from  Dong  Xoai  to  an  area  thirty 
kilometers  east  of  Song  Be,  Also  lifted  were  90  CIDG  dependents.  The  second 
operation  was  initiated  by  the  company  when  they  responded  to  the  requirement  to 
relocate  the  yth  (ARVN)  Regiment  to  Son.;  Be,  In  ten  lifts  the  company  relocated 
1150  troops,  the  last  portion  being  conducted  during  tlie  hours  of  darkness. 

The  (.8th  Aviation  Company  and  Company  A/501st  supported  the  1st  (us)  Infantrv 
u virion* s  operation  BIRMINGHAM  on  2h  April,  These  companies  airlifted  troops 
:'n  five  airmobile  assaults  northwest  of  Tay  Ninh.  Enemy  ground  fire  accounted 
hr  four  aircraft  being  bit. 
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The  118 th  Aviation  Company  responded  to  a  rapid  reaction  to  support  the 
Capital  Military  Region  by  extracting  120  ARVN  troops  from  a  site  10  kilometers 
east  of  Saigon*  In  order  to  respond  to  this  mission  it  was  necessary  to  recall 
the  aircraft  of  the  company  from  a  variety  of  tasks  and  locations  within  the 
III  Corps  area*  From  alert  to  mission  accomplishment  one  hour  and  forty  minutes 
elapsed* 

On  26  April,-  ten  armed  helicopters  of  the  Battalion  flew  in  support  of  MACV 
directed  missions.  Company  A/5dst  supported  the  25th  (ARVN)  Division  by  airlifting 
96  ranger  troops  in  two  combat  assaults  in  the  vicinity  of  Due  Hoa* 

On  28  April,  the  lU5th  Aviation  Battalion  supported  m  (ARVN)  Corps'  portion 
of  operation  BIRMINGHAM,  by  airlifting  ll06  troops  of  the  Airborne  (ARVN)  Division 
in  four  combat  assaults  thirty  kilometers  north  of  Tay  Ninh.  In  a  subsequent 
action,  280  ARVN  Rangers  were  airlifted  in  one  combat  assault  north  of  Tay  Ninh* 

The  armed  helicopters  of  the  197th  Aviation  Company  accounted  for  five  sampans 
sunk  and  one  damaged. 

The  7iith  Aviation  Company  conducted  the  following  fixed  wing  missions  for  the 
period* 


Visual  Reconnaissance  85 

Escort  Missions  77 

Radio  Relay  16 

Artillery  Adjustment  86 

Forward  Air  Control 
Conanand  Liaison  70 

Command  Staff  Liaison  7 


The  activities  of  Task  Force  Sea  Wolf  for  the  past  two  weeks  consisted  of 
flying  armed  aircraft  support  for  river  patrol  boats  in  the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone 
supporting  the  Nha  Be  (Headquarters)  and  Soi  Rap-Long  Than  River  Areas.  The  armed 
helicopters  operate  from  two  naval  vessels  at  this  timej  they  are  the  LSD  Tortuga 
and  the  LST  Floyd  County.  The  aimed  aircraft  flew  a  total  of  82  hours  for  the  two 
week  period  accounting  for  an  estimated  10  Viet  Cong  killed  and  two  sampans 
destroyed*  On  26  April,  the  U*  S.  S.  Tortuga  was  visited  by  General  Westmoreland. 
CCMUS1ACV  and  Admiral  Ward,  CCMNAWORC,  at  which  time  they  were  able  to  witness  the 
armed  helioopters  in  action, 

Tho  operational  statistics  for  the  Battalion  are  as  follows* 

Rotary  Wing 

Total  Sorties  If?  23 

Total  Flying  Hmirs  1688 


Total  Passengers 

6263 

Fixed  Wing 

Total  Sorties 

ljOO 

Total  Flying  Hours 

505 

Training 

Training  in  the  conduct  of  night  airmobile  operations  on  platoon  and  company 
level  progessed  as  operational  committments  permitted. 

The  awards  received  by  members  of  this  Battalion  this  week  are  as  follows* 

Air  Medal  for  Valor 

11 

Air  Medal 

llUt 

Purple  Heart 

8 

This  week  this  Battalion  was  awarded  its  10,000tb  iir  Medal  since  January  1965. 
The  10,0C0th  Air  Medal  was  awarded  to  Specialist  E-5  James  Bryant,  (Crewchief) 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment,  lk5th  Aviation  Battalion. 


CIVIC  ACTION 

This  Battalion  should  be  proud  of  the  dynamic  civic  action  program  that  it  is 
promoting.  Many  worthwhile  and  lasting  contributions  are  being  made  that  are  vivid 
demonstrations  of  the  motives  of  the  United  States  Forces  in  Vietnam.  Each  unit 
of  this  Battalion  feels  a  responsibility  for  a  segment  of  Vietnamese  Life  and  each 
active  participant  obtains  personal  satisfaction  that  he  is  doing  just  a  little 
more  than  he  was  expected  to  do.  In  transacting  all  civic  action  projects  through 
GW  province  officials  we  are  assured  that  the  need  for  assistance  is  valid  and  it 
{  strengthens  the  tie  of  the  people  to  the  government.  We  are  thankful  for  the 
generous  assistance  that  we  have  received  from  a  number  of  wives,  families,  and 
organizations  in  the  United  States  in  the  form  of  contributions.  I  an  certain  that 
their  efforts  are  well  rewarded  by  observing  the  expression  of  gratitude  in  the 
face  of  a  bare-cheeked-behind,  Vietnamese  youngster  receiving  a  good  set  of  clothes- 

On  26  April  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment,  li^ti  Aviation 
Battalion  donated  27150W  piasters  to  purchase  school  furniture  for  the  self  help 
construction  project  at  Bui  Vinh.  In  addition,  a  water  truck  with  driver  support  - ' 
the  school  construction  project  for  three  days.  Thirty  pounds  of  clothing  receive-, 
from  supporters  in  the  United  States  wero  distributed  to  sixty  refugee  families  in 
Bui  Vinh.  Chaplain  Barnes  distributed  approximately  l&O  pounds  of  foodstuffs  ani 
sanitation  items  at  the  Don  Eosco  Boys  school  in  Saigon. 


The  68th  Aviation  Company  was  active  in  the  area  of  transportation.  During 
the  week,  aimebil®  elements  evacuated  and  relocated  86  refugees  and  ARVN  dependent? 
and  5000  pounds  oi  foodstuff  and  household  goods, 


j 


I 


/ 
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The  officers  and  men  of  the  7bth  Aviation  Company  donated  approximately  300 
pounds  of  foodstuffs  to  the  5th  ARVN  Division  dependents.  In  addition,  the  officers 
donated  3  cases  of  soap  to  the  children  at  Thu  Dan  Mot  through  the  local  GVN 
official.  Members  of  the  Igfch  Platoon  accomplished  an  emergency  medical  evacuation 
of  a  refugee  mother  and  daughter  to  the  Phu  Cuong  Hospital. 

The  118th  Aviation  Company  donated  foodstuff,  clothing  and  sanitation  items 
to  the  orphanage,  evacuated  refugees  at  Song  Ben  and  was  active  in  the  Health  & 
Sanitation,  and  Education  fields.  The  officers  and  men  donated  2000  pounds  of 
foodstuffs,  and  200  pounds  of  clothing,  cleaning  products  and  medical  supplies  to 
the  Dien  Hoa  Orphanage.  Sp-U  Amlsano  conducted  conversational  English  classes  for 
residents  of  Cong  Ly  Street.  Airmobile  elements  evacuated  37  refugees  on  two 
separate  occasions  from  search  and  destroy  areas  to  refugee  centers  at  Song  Be  and 
Due  Hoa.  Doctor  Altomonte  treated  approximately  25  patients  on  his  weekly  visit 
to  the  Tan  Uyen  Leper  Colony. 

The  197th  Aviation  Company  continued  its  support  to  the  An  Loc  Orphanage. 
Thirty  pounds  of  clothing  received  from  supporters  in  the  United  States,  and  two 
cases  of  soap  were  donated  to  the  orphanage.  Sp-5  Geary,  a  medic,  gave  on  the 
spot  medical  aid  to  include  a  tetanus  shot  to  a  Vietnamese  National  who  had  stepped 
on  a  nail.  The  officers  assisted  the  orphanage  in  obtaining  water  during  this 
critical  period  by  providing  a  pump  and  an  opertcr  to  fill  the  reservoir  at  the 
orphanage, 

A/501st  Aviation  Battalion  accomplished  a  variety  of  tasks  in  their  support 
of  Bui  Hiep  refugee  center.  At  the  request  of  the  Chief,  a  truck  was  provided  to 
transport  building  material  for  the  self-help  school  project.  Conversational 
English  classes  were  conducted  on  the  25th  and  28th  and  as  a  result  of  the  interest 
generated,  classes  will  bQ  given  four  days  par  week  starting  2  May.  In  addition, 
airmobile  elements  evacuated  a  total  of  50  refugees  from  a  search  and  destroy  area 
west  of  Tay  Ninh. 
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GUEIIJIY  OF  OFuife r?IOiS  29  APRIL  FIRCUf-  5  PAY  1966 


This  ’•te1-  the  145th  .Aviation  Batt-lion  provided  ccubrt  'vi  tion  support 
to  every  major  1.3.  and  Ail  unit  located  in  the  III  Corps  ore'. 

On  29  April,  the  113th  Aviation  Company  stioporfced  the  1st  Inf ant  ly 
Division  by  airlifting  460  troops  in  seven  combat  assaults  in  the  vicinity 
of  lay  I.inh, 

The  63th  Aviation  Company  supported  the  25th  (AlTh)  Division  by  air¬ 
lifting  210  troops  and  15  tons  of  cargo . 

On  30  April,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  supported  III  (ARVK)  Corps 
with  one  airmobile  company,  the  25th  (US)  Division  'dth  three  airmobile 
companies,  -nd  FACT  with  ' ft sen  armed  helicopters.  During  the  operation 
of  these  .armed  helicopter  in  the  Dung  Sat  Special  Zone,  a  light  fire  team 
received  enemy  fire  and  retaliated  with  r  strike  which  resulted,  in  destroy¬ 
ing  five  sampans  and  damaging  one,  and  killing  two  Viet  Cong.  Cargo  on 
s "japans  destroyed  was  observed  to  be  web  &  uiprert  -arid  steel  helmets. 

On  1  My,  t  ie  113th  Aviation  Company  again  supported  the  1st  t.S.  Divis¬ 
ion  by  extracting.  190  troops  from  a  location  30  kilometers  north  of  T-.y  niuh. 
The  extraction  was  contested  D,  the  enemy. 


In  the  s/me  general  area,  the  6Gt  Aviation  Company  supported  the 
25th  (,.EVF)  Division  by  repositioning  troo  is  and  suoplies. 

The  X97th  Aviation  Comp  ny,  performing  a  mission  ir<  the  ..ung  3at 
Special  Zone,  sank  two  srapans,  destroyed  one  Viet  Cong  structure  and  dam¬ 
aged  four  others.  Operating  for  the  5th  (AftVT)  Divi&ior,  another  light 
fire  team  of  the  company  de st royed  25  Viet  Cong  structures  which  resulted  in 
achieving  large  secondary  explosions.  During  this  strike  the  fire  team  leader 
overheard  a  radio  transmission  from  Special  Forces  troops  operating  in  the 
vicinity,  stating  that  t'.i-.ir  supply  of  .“food,  water,  and.  ammunition' was 
exhausted.  The  team  lef/der  heaving  finished  his  assigned  mission,  diverted 
his  gunship  to  haul  3000  pounds  of  supplies  to  this  force.  Results:  Another 
aviation  mission  accomplished,  and  a  ground  comoat  element  rendered  combat 
effective. 


On  2  My  66,  the  113th  Aviation  Company  again  operated  in  the  Toy  Kinh 
area  in  support  of  the  1st  (US)  Infantry  Division  by  extracting  390  troops 
in  six  lifts.  Enemy  small  arms  fire  was  encountered  during  the  extraction. 
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The  68th  Aviation  Company  supported  the  25th  (ARVN)  Division  in  the  Tay 
Ninh  area,  by  repositioning  164  troops  and  23  tons  of  cargo. 

On  3  flay,  the  145th  Aviation  Battalion  employed  one  aviation  company 
in  support  of  the  III  (ARVN)  Corps  administrative  and  supply  missions,  one 
company  in  support  of  the  25th  (ARVN)  Division,  and  one  company  in  support  of 
the  25th  (US)  Division. 

The  largest  operation  of  the  week  was  conducted  on  4  Kay,  when  the 
Battalion,  reinforced  by  Company  A/82  Aviation  Battalion  supported  the  173rd 
Airborne  Brigade  in  the  conduct  of  an  airmobile  assault  in  War  Zone  D,  northwest 
of  Tan  Uyen.  Two  airborne  infantry  battald  ms  of  1382  troops  assaulted  three 
landing  zones  in  seven  lifts.  Although  ail  three  LZ's  were  heavily  prepared  by 
artillery,  tactical  air  and  armed  helicopters  prior  to  the  landing,  enemy  small 
arms  fire  v*a3  received  during  the  assault  landing. 

On  5  Kay,  two  aimcoile  companies  supported  III  (ARVN)  Corps  missions,  and 
one  company  remained  on  alert  to  support  the  tactical  needs  of  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade, 

The  197th  Aviation  Company  had  a  full  day  by  providing  five  light  fire 
teams  and  one  heavy  fire  team  to  support  KACV  requirements,  and  one  light  fire 
team  in  support  of  the  10th  (ARVT!)  Division. 

During  the  week.  Company  A/501st  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  bulk  of 
the  III  (ARVN)  Corps  administrative  and  supply  support. 

The  scoreboard  of  damage  inflicted  on  the  enemy  this  week  by  the  197th 
Aviation  Company  shows:  fourteen  sampans  destroyed  and  three  damaged;  twenty- 
six  structures  destroyed  and  four  damaged;  and  five  Viet  Cong  killed  by  air. 

Certain  d<amage  was  inflicted  on  the  enemy  from  the  gunships  of  other 
companies  and  from  the  offensive  fire  technique  during  assault  landings,  however, 
the  extent  of  this  damage  cannot  be  verified. 

The  74th  Aviation  Company  (fixed  wing)  missions  performed  during  the 


week  were: 

Visual  Reconnaissance  38 

Escort  23 

Radio  Relay  3 

Artillery  Adjustment  43 

Forward  Air  Control  2 

Command  Support  Liaison  3 

Command  Liaison  45 


Combat  Observation 


20 


Operation  Sea  Tfolf 


Captain  Charles  It,  Williams  has  replaced  Captain  Brofcr  as  Commander  of 
Task  Force  Sea  Wolf,  Captain  Erofer  will  be  leaving  soon  on  rotation,  I  wish 
to  commend  him  for  his  outstanding  efforts  in  organizing  the  Task  Force  and 
creating  an  effective  combat  aviation  unit  that  is  providing  aerial  fire  support 
for  the  U,  S.  Navy, 

The  operations  of  the  Task  Force  this  week  in  the  Rung  Sat  Special  Zone 
consisted  of  providing  aerial  reconnaissance;  medical  evacuation;  overhead 
cover  for  naval  swift  boats;  strikes  against  Viet  Cong  concentrations,  sampans 
and  installations. 

The  scoreboard  for  the  week  is: 

Possible  Viet  Cong  KEA  18 

Sampans  Destroyed  2 

Structures  Destroyed  2 

Structures  Damaged  2 


The  operational  statistics  for  aircraft  performance  for  the  Battalion 


this  week  are  as  follows: 

Rotary  Wing 

Total  Sorties  3705 

Total  Flying  Hours  1128 

Total  Passengers  3896 

Fixed  Wing 

Total  Sorties  193 

Total  Flying  Hours  280 

Training 


Training  in  the  firing  of  the  20mm  weapons  system  continues.  The  197th 
Aviation  Company  is  training  in  conjunction  with  „ir  Force  forward  ur  con¬ 
trollers  in  the  use  of  night  vision  devices  for  detecting  targets  -id  devel¬ 
oping  technic ues  arid  procedures  for  engaging  targets  at  night.  The  Battalion 
Pathfinder  Detachment  is  training  with  the  glide  slope  device  to  develop 
techniques  aimed  at  improving  the  Battalions'  capabilities  to  conduct  right 
airmobile  assaults . 


! 
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The  officers  .and  men  of  tho  68th  aviation  Company  don  .tod  clothing,  soap 
and  school  supplies  to  Can  Gio.  Airmobile  elements  of  tho  company  evacua¬ 
ted  40  refugees  and  A.tVK  dependents,  and  airlifted  1500  pounds  of  personal 
belongings  and  foodstuffs  on  two  separate  operations. 

The  74th  Aviation  Company  gave  two  baskets  of  flowers  for  a  memorial 
service  to  the  Phu  Cuong  hospital.  The  officers  •  nd  men  donated  220  -pounds 
of  foodstuffs  to  the  widows  of  the  5th  RV?  Division  Dependents  and  500 
pounds  to  the  Phu  Cuong  Orphanage. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  118th  Aviation  Company  don -ted  600  oounds 
of  foodstuffs  and  a  variety  of  childrens  clothing  (200)  pounds  to  the  r  ion 
P,oa  Orphanage .  ’Idle  on  an  operational  mission  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division, 
the  company  mess  fed  100  children  A  rations  for  a  two  day  period.  The 
children  had  been  displaced  as  a  result  of  search  and  destroy  operations 
and  were  awaiting  relocation  assistance.  Doctor  Altomonto  treated  25 
p-tients  at  the  Tan  lyen  Leper  Colony.  In  addition,  two  officers  aceom- 
panied  Doctor  Altononte  on  his  visit  and  distributed  food  and  clothing  to 
the  patients.  Sp/4  Amisano  initiated  another  class  of  conversational  English 
for  the  residents  of  Cong-Ly  Street,  Airmobile  eluner.ts  evn.cuated  25  refu¬ 
gees  and  2100  pounds  of  -personal  belongings  from  an  outlying  area  to  Xuan 
Loc.  I SOi'I  Relief  Supplies  were  also  airlifted  from  Due  Hoa  to  the  Cu  Chi 
area  for  refugee  assistance. 


The  197th  Avi  .tion  Counnny  continued  their  support  of  the  An  Lac  Orphan¬ 
age  in  Saigon  and  expanded  their  program  to  include  the  ,»n  Lac  Orphanage  Farm  in 
Lien  Hoa  Province.  700  i»unds  of  foodstuffs  were  donated  to  the  fam,  and 
4500*74  piasters  were  don  ted  to  the  orphanage  in  Saigon,  a  water  pump  and 
operator  wore  provided  to  the  An  Lac  farm  which  pur.pcd  over  3000  gallons  of 
water  to  allow  showers  and  other  hygiene  measures,  the  first  ir.  several 
aont  is.  Doctor  B alette  initi  ted  a  medical  pwogrv.  t  rt  provided  assistance 
for  .583  nationals.  Accompanied  by  two  Air  Force  doctors  he  drove  to  Vinh 
Long,  -.-her'--  they  examined  and  treated  over  200  Vi-trr iiese  of  all  ages.  On 
1  Lay  Doctor  Ealette  examined  each  child  a.t  the  An  Lac  farm.  On  3  l'*:y  he 
returned  vdth  two  nurses  from  the  93rd  Evacuation  Hospital  .and  treated  183 
children.  On  4  Lay  Doctor  F.  lette  spent  the  afternoon  at  the  An  Lac  Orphan¬ 
age  in  3  .igpn  where  ho  treated  over  200  children. 


A/ 501st  Aviation  Battalion  conducted  four  (4)  two  (2)  hour  conversa¬ 
tional  bnglish  classes  for  the  residents  of  ui  Hiep,  The  class  consisted 
of  .pproxim  tvily  fifty  (50)  students  each.  Airmobile  elements  evacuated 
28  refugees  from  operational  arc-s. 
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•  *  '  «The  total  flying  hours  for  the  units  of  this  Battalion  for  the  month  of 
“  April  are  as  follows: 


68th  Aviation  Company 

1948  V  ■  :  ,  , 

118th  Aviation  Company 

2167 

197th  Aviation  Company 

1573 

A/501st  Aviation  Battalion 

1595 

74th  Aviation  Company 

2j&0 

9823 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 

t  is  total  represents  2153  hours  flown 

over  the  program. 


Awards  and  Decorations: 

The  highlights  of  the  awards  and  decorations  received  this  week  were 
►sixteen  Vietnamese  Crosses  of  Gallantry  which  were  presented  by  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  Lulan,  Commanding  General  of  the  10th  (AliTK)  Division,  to  members  of 
the  197th  Aviation  Company.  Li'ht  of  the  medals  were  with  Silver  Star,  and 
eight  with  Bronze  Star  devices.  The  awards  were  presented  for  the  actions 
of  two  light  fire  terms  on  22  February  1966,  conducting  repeated  strikes 
against  the  enemy  in  support  of  ARVT;  ground  operations  near  Tanh-Linh, 
Din-Tuy  Province. 


Special  recognition  is  riven  this  week  to  all  the  signal  detachments 
of  this  Eattrlion.  Communications  are  the  life  blood  of  airmobile  operations 
and  all  aviation  activity.  The  avionics  maintenance  personnel  are  «.  vital 
cog  in  ability  for  each  unit  to  function  effectively.  Each  of  these  units 
has  performed  with  exceptional  distinction? 

282nd  Signal  Detachment 

320th  Signal  Detachment 

198th  Signal  Detachment 

94th  Signal  Detachment 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 


CIVIC  ACTION 

On  5  Kay  the  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment,  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  donated  2000$ VN  piasters  to  provide  elementary  school  fees  for 
approximately  sixty  (60)  refugee  children  for  the  month  of  Key.  In  addition, 
transport  rt ion  was  provided  for  the  Due  Tu  District  Vietnamese  Information 
Service  Representative  ’/ho  visited  an  outlying  rxea  for  the  purpose  of 
psychological  warfare  activities  and  to  deliver  400  pounds  of  relief  supplies. 


